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But Allah is your 
protector, and He is 
the best of helpers. 

Surat Ali Imran | 3: 150 








I dedicate this work firstly to 
ALLAH (SWT) and then to my beloved Mentor Sheikh 


Hazrat Dr. Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan (RA) 


May ALLAH forgive all his sins and admit him to the 
most dignified place in Jannat ul Firdus. Ameen! 


Dedicated by his servant 
Sikander Naqshbandi 


The only 
relationship where 
you wilt never have 
your heart broken is 
your relationship 


with Allah 







yGm^ap^eamiiae or' 
yourpQ^essi^LSi'Sut 
He ire 


Propjtiet Muhammed (SAW) 



Contents 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 

Contents 


S. No 

Description 

Page No. 

a. 

Introduction 

10 




Part - 1 

22 

i. 


Hard Heart 

24 


l.i 

Al Baqra - 2 :74 

24 


1.2 

Al Maida-5 : 13 

33 


1.3 

Al Inaam -6:43 

39 


1.4 

Al Hajj - 22:53 

48 


1.5 

AIZumr-39 : 22 

51 

2. 


Sealed Heart 

55 


2.1 

Al Baqra -2:7 

55 


2.2 

Al Inaam -6:46 

67 


2.3 

Al Aaraf-7 : 100 

69 


2.4 

Al Aaraf-7 : 101 

74 


2.5 

At Touba - 9 : 87 

80 


2.6 

At Touba - 9 : 93 

83 


2.7 

Younus- 10:74 

88 


2.8 

An Nehl-16 : 108 

90 


2.9 

Ar Rum - 30:59 

101 


2.10 

Al Mo'nin (Ghafir) 40 : 35 

105 


2.11 

Al Shoora - 42 : 24 

108 


2.12 

AlJasia- 45:23 

111 


2.13 

Muhammad -47 : 16 

115 


2.14 

Al Munafiqun - 63 : 3 

118 


2 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Contents 


S. No Description Page No. 

3. Hypocrited Heart 120 

3.1 Al Maida-5 : 52 120 

3.2 At Touba - 9 : 64 128 

3.3 At Touba -9: 77 131 

3.4 Muhammad -47 : 20 135 

3.5 Al Fateh- 48 : 11 138 

3.6 Al Fateh- 48 : 12 141 

3.7 Al Hashar-59 : 14 142 

4. Wrapped Heart 151 

4.1 Al Baqra -2:88 151 

4.2 An Nisa- 4: 155 154 

4.3 Al Inaam - 6 : 25 156 

4.4 Al Asra (Bani Israil) -17:46 160 

4.5 Al Kehf- 18 : 57 167 

4.6 Ham Mem Sajda (Fuselat) -41 : 5 170 

5. Deviated Heart 175 

5.1 Aale Imran -3:7 175 

5.2 Aale Imran - 3 : 8 188 

5.3 AlSaff- 61:5 190 

6. Sick Heart 195 

6.1 Al Baqra - 2 : 10 195 

6.2 Al Anfaal - 8 : 49 200 

6.3 At Touba -9 : 125 204 

6.4 Al Hajj -22:53 206 

6.5 Al Ahzab-33 : 12 208 

6.6 Al Ahzab-33 : 60 212 

6.7 Muhammad -47 : 29 220 


3 




Contents 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


S. No 

Description 

Page No 

7. 

Polytheist Heart 

223 

7.1 

Al Baqra - 2 : 204 

223 

7.2 

Al Baqra - 2 : 118 

228 

7.3 

Al Zumr -39:45 

233 

7.4 

Al Hujraat-49 : 14 

236 

8. 

Senseless Heart 

244 

8.1 

Al Baqra -2:6 

244 

8.2 

Al Aaraf-7 : 179 

248 

9. 

Arrogant Heart 

257 

9.1 

Al Baqra -2:75 

257 

9.2 

An Nisa - 4 : 63 

262 

9.3 

At Touba -9:8 

265 

9.4 

An Nehl-16 : 22 

273 

9.5 

Al Hadeed - 57 : 16 

275 

9.6 

Al Hadeed -57 : 27 

280 


10 . 


Doubtful Heart 

295 


10.1 

At Touba - 9 : 45 

295 


10.2 

At Touba - 9 : 110 

296 


10.3 

Al Hajj-22 : 11 

307 


10.4 

Al Ahzab-33 : 10 

311 

11. 


Neglected Heart 

321 


11.1 

Al Anbia-21 : 3 

321 


11.2 

Al Mo'min - 23 : 63 

325 


4 




Contents 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


S. No 


Description 

Page N 

12. 


Sinner Heart 

330 


12.1 

Al Hijr - 15 : 12 

330 


12.2 

As Shura - 26 : 200 

331 

13. 


Rusted Heart 

333 


13.1 

Al Mutaf'ifeen - 83 : 14 

333 

14. 


Indignant Heart 

336 


14.1 

An Nehl-16 : 106 

336 


14.2 

Al Ahzab-33 : 26 

341 

15. 


Stubborn Heart 

350 


15.1 

Al Fateh -48 : 26 

350 

16. 


Enraged Heart 

372 


16.1 

At Touba - 9 : 15 

372 

17. 


Impure Heart 

377 


17.1 

Al Maida -5:41 

377 

18. 


Blind Heart 

395 


18.1 

Al Hajj - 22 : 46 

395 

19. 


Locked Heart 

398 


19.1 

Muhammad -47 : 24 

398 


5 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Contents 


S. No 


Description 

Page No 

20. 


Silly Heart 

400 


20.1 

Aale Imran - 3 : 151 

400 


20.2 

At Touba-9 : 127 

404 



Part - II 

407 

21. 


Guided Heart 

409 


21.1 

Aale Imran - 3 : 103 

409 


21.2 

Al hajj -22:54 

430 


21.3 

Al Zumr-39 : 23 

431 


21.4 

Al Hujraat-49 : 7 

439 


21.5 

Al Mujadla - 58 : 22 

445 


21.6 

At Taghabun - 64 : 11 

453 

22. 


Pious Heart 

456 


22.1 

Al Anfaal -8:2 

456 


22.2 

Al Hajj -22 : 32 

468 


22.3 

Al Hajj -22:35 

471 


22.4 

Al Mominun - 23 : 60 

475 


22.5 

Al Noor-24 : 37 

478 


22.6 

Al Hujraat-49 : 3 

590 


22.7 

Qaaf-50 : 33 

500 

23. 


Firm Heart 

504 


23.1 

Al Anfaal -8 : 11 

504 


23.2 

Al Anfaal -8 : 12 

514 


23.3 

Al Kehf-18 : 14 

518 


23.4 

Al Qasas - 28 : 10 

525 


23.5 

Al Furqan - 25 : 32 

531 


6 




Contents 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


S. No 


Description 

Page No 

24. 


Satisfied Heart 

535 


24.1 

Al Baqra - 2 : 260 

535 


24.2 

Aale Imran - 3 : 126 

546 


24.3 

Al Maida-5 : 113 

551 


24.4 

Al Anfaal-8 : 10 

556 


24.5 

Ar Raad-13 : 28 

569 


24.6 

As Saba -34 : 23 

573 


24.7 

Al Fateh -48 :4 

579 

25. 


Well Wisher Heart 

584 


25.1 

Al Anfaal-8 : 70 

584 


25.2 

Al Hashar - 59 : 10 

593 

26. 


Chaste Heart 

605 


26.1 

As Shura -26:89 

605 


26.2 

Al Ahzab-33 : 5 

608 


26.3 

Al Saafat - 37 : 84 

621 

27. 


Advisor Heart 

625 


27.1 

As Shura -26 : 194 

625 


27.2 

Qaaf-50 : 37 

627 

28. 


Sincere Heart 

632 


28.1 

Al Fateh -48 : 18 

632 

29. 


Loving Heart 

639 


29.1 

Al Anfaal-8 : 63 

639 


7 




Contents 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


S. No 

Description 

Page N 

30. 

Rependant Heart 

645 

30.1 

At Tehreem - 66 : 4 

645 

i) 

Drood Tunajjina 

665 

ii) 

Duaa 

666 


8 




8 



Introduction 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


Introduction 


jai j -jA Ji" J 3 j A '\ m ~ j sXiL?w 

a -L^j til Up' jllii jj <dll> 3 j aILp 

ilJt 'il *j & -4ij j aJJ; iti *>Ui 

uV> j uiij u aJ, j u -4-Jj 

*JTypj4^^U;iiI» j SXp »iU; 

lfc.LL—J 4JL * j JTjU j <Ljbw>'j 
•LiiU 

+JL>j aJLp <lLJ' ^jJUp * 1 ]' ,J j J Is 

<lLS* .L w i Jl ^JUp c^JLp 'j'< U j n ».L— jj jl ” 

\_JUJ' *Ir a^J' 


+**\ y.[ jl* jW J 1 ! ^1 p j t Jp JT jW 

j 


10 


Introduction 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


Complete Hadith 

jsrr*. c* y>)* j* j U ilr- $ Li 


£ j-Op 4i)t Jl* 4Ji 


> 3 j * 


9 * + * » 


- r. 




j . - •> < 

* j 


^ jJ s ' oU-i^J' Jit Ui „iJt L. ^ UX *51 Jlli 

j--r 5’ "!?' o'j v 

4i£* Ju^Jl J^j w. L> j 'i'j -Jr -LL^J' Cftbi 'i' 4**a* . _ L. i . -> i 

☆ d&t t 


Narrated An-Nu'man bin Bashir: I heard Allah's Apostle 
saying. ’Both legal and illegal things are evident but in 
between them are doubtful (suspicious) things and 
most of the people have no knowledge about them. 
So whoever saves himself from these suspicious things 
saves his religion and his honour. In addition, whoever 
indulges in these suspicious things is like a shepherd 
who grazes (his animals) near the Hima (private 
pasture) of someone else and at any moment, he is 
liable to get in it. Beware: Every king has a Hima and 
the Hima of Allah on the earth is His illegal (forbidden) 
things. Beware: There is a piece of flesh in the body if it 
becomes good (reformed) the whole body becomes 
good but if it is spoil the whole body are spoil and that 
is the Heart. 
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As it is describe in the hadith that the success and 
failure of human being is directly proportional to the 
functionality of his heart. The Heart is the main 
controlling organ of our body and Allah has given out 
the power and capability to make decisions based on 
human judgement and spiritual well-being. 

In order to live a successful life, it is important for any 
human being to know all aspects of his heart. If we wish 
to seek knowledge about anything, it is important that 
the knowledge should be based on authentic and 
acceptable sources. Therefore, in order to learn about 
the things created by Allah (SWT), the best way is to 
seek guidance from Allah’s message (in Quran). 

Allah gives all the power to human being to perform 
good deeds and informs them about the curse of bad 
deeds. Allah tells us that, if you do good deeds, He will 
reward you his blessings and in the hereafter, he will 
give us peace and comfort. Otherwise, if you engage 
in evil deeds, He will give you some time to correct your 
actions and if you still stay in the state of ignorance 
then there will be a punishment for you after death. 

In the Quran, Allah has discussed the details of the 
heart at length. He describes the types and feelings of 
different hearts. He discusses the qualities of good 
heart and the consequences of bad heart. There are 
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Thirty kinds of heart described in the Quran. Out of 
which, 20-carry negative connotation and 10 have a 
positive connotation in them. It’s a unique coincidence 
that there are twice as many bad hearts than the 
good ones, which also indicate the fact that more 
attention should be given to avoid being a victim of 
the bad hearts and to make a conscious effort to stay 
away from it. 

In this book, due to the sensitivity of Quranic content 
and to maintain its validity, no personal opinion of any 
kind is added in the explanation ( Tosh'reehJ and 
commentary (Tafseer) of any ayyat of the Quran. 

All Quranic contents have extracted from competent 
and trustworthy scholar’s books. These scholars are well 
respected and well known in the Muslim Ummah. I used 
my words just to maintain the flow of the book and to 
make it easy for the reader. 

“Mufti Mohammad Taqi Usmani” who is a great Islamic 
scholar of present times has translated all the Quranic 
ayyat that are mention in this book. 

The content that is described in this book has been 
taken from three top authentic books of Tafseer and 
their names are the followings: 

1. Tafseer Ibne Kathir 

2. Tafseer Jalalain 
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a. Tafseer Jamalain fe shrah Jalalain 

b. Tafseer Kamalain Tarjumah wa shrah 
Tafseer Jalalain 

3. Tafseer Marif Al Quran 
Biography 

Tafseer Ibne Kathir 

The author of this book is “Imam Muhadith Hafiz Ismail 
bin Umar bin Kathir bin Dhu bin Kathir Al Qurayshi Al 
Basri Al Damishqi.” His patronymic name is Abul Fida his 
appellation of honour is Emaduddin. He was born in the 
town of Majdil, Iraq in 700 Hij'ri in the suburbs of Basra. 
His father was the Imam of the local masjid in the 
village. At the age of four, his father died and his elder 
brother Abdul Wahab, who was also a great scholar of 
his time, took good care of him. In 706 Hij'ri, his brother 
brought him to Damascus for his early education. 

He studied knowledge of hadith from “Abu Al Abbas 
Ahmed bin Hijaz”. Also, some of his teachers are “ Isa 
bin AIMutum, Afifuddin Is’haq bin Yahya Al-amdi, Badar 
uddin Mohammad bin Ibrahim- Babun Sawydi, Hafiz 
Mizi, Sheikh ul Islam Ibne Temiyah, Mohammad bin Al 
Sheerazi, Baha uddin Qasim bin Asakar and Hafiz Zahbi 
(ra)”. 

He studied Fiqh from his elder brother Abdul Wahab, 
Sheikh Burhanuddin bin Abdur Rahman Fazari and 
Sheikh Kamaluddin Ibn Qazi Shehba. He studied the 
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principles of Fiqh from Allama Shamsuddin Mehmood 
bin Abdur Rahman Asfahani. He remained with his 
mentor Sheikh Hafiz Mizi (RA) for a long time and his 
mentor wed his daughter to him. At the same time, he 
graduated the subjects of Hadith, Fiqh, Tafseer, 
Language, Literature and Fundamentals of knowledge. 
He was also master of the biographies, “Asma e Rajal” 
and also wrote the extract of Al-tanbiyah from Fiqh 
“Shafaee”. His famous students are Ibn Muhye, Ibn Al 
Imad Hambali and Ibn Habib. 

List of literary compositions 

1. Tafseer Quran (Tafseer Ibn Kathir) 

2. Al Badayyat wa Al nihayyat (History) 

3. Musnad al Sheikhain (Collection of Hadith from 
Abu Bakr (Razi Allah Anho) and Umar (Razi Allah 
Anho) 

4. Tarteeb Musnad Imam Ahmed bin Humble (RA) 

5. Seerat Al Nabwiyah 

6. Seerat Al Nabwiyah (Short) 

7. Resala Al Jihad 

8. Takmil Fi Marita al Saqqat wa Dhufad wa al- 
Mjaheel (biography) 

9. Tabqaat e Shafiya 

10. Al Huda wa al Sanun Fi Ahadith al Msaneed wa 
Al Sanun ( Jamia Al Msaneed) 

1 1 .Mnaqib Al Shafayee 
12. Resala Fi Fadhail e Quran 
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He started working on the explanation of Bukhari 
Shareef by the name of Ahkamul Kabir but passed 
away before its completion. He regularly performed 
judicial decree “Fatwa” and continued it until his 
death. He died in Damascus in 774 Hijri and was buried 
beside his teacher and mentor Sheikh Al Islam Ibn 
Temiyah. 

Tafseer Jalalain (First half) 

The writer of the Tafseer Jalalain is Abdur Rahman bin 
Abi Bakr bin Mohammad Kamaluddin, (Title) Jalaluddin 
and Patronymic name is Abu Al Fadhal. His sequence 
of clan is as follows: Abdur Rahman bin abi Bakr 
Mohammad Kamaluddin bin Sabiq uddin bin Uthman 
Fakharuddin bin Naaziruddin Al Sayuti, the city also 
known as Asyoot. Asyoot is located in the west end of 
the Nile River by the town Khedherya. This town is also 
known as Sooq Al Khedherya. He was born in 829 Hijri 
after sunset. He lost his parents at the age of 5. Sheikh 
Kamaluddin Ibn Alhammam Hanafi was his guardian. 
He memorized Quran before he turned 8 year old. He 
also memorized Minhaj Alasool and Al Fiqh Ibn Malik. 
Sheikh Shams Siraji and Sheikh Shams Merzbani Hanafi 
were among some of his teachers. Some writers argued 
that he was the student of Hafiz Ibn Hijr Asquallani. 
However, there is no valid proof available. 
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After completing his education, he started practicing 
Judicial Decree in 870 AD. He studied seven different 
subjects that include Tafseer, hadith, Fiqh, nahu, 
meaning, interpretation, speeches and novels. He 
memorized over 200,000 hadiths by heart. He was also 
the author of over 500 books on different subjects. His 
most famous contribution, Al Itaqaan Fi Uloom Al Quran 
is regarded as the most famous and significant book of 
its kind. He died on the Friday of 19, Jumadiul-awal in 
911 A.D. 

Tafseer Jalalain (Second Half) 

The author of the second half of Tafseer Jalalain is 
“Mohammad Bin Ahmed”. He was known as Jalal 
uddin Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Mohammad bin 
Ibrahim bin Ahmed bin Hashim bin Shahab bin Kamal 
Ansari Muhalli Misri. Which attributed to Mutallah 
Al-kubra in Egypt? He was born in 791 Hijri in Cairo, 
Egypt and died on the 15th of Ramadan in 864 Hijri. He 
buried in his family graveyard located in Babul Nasr. 

After memorizing the Quran, he further pursued his 
passion for studies and enrolled in advance degrees 
with different teachers, in Fiqh by Allama Bejori Jalal 
Bulqini and Wali Iraqi, Nahu by Shahab Ajeemi and 
Shams Shatooni, The Law of Inheritance and Arithmetic 
from Nasiruddin bin Ans Misri Hanafi. Logic, 
Astronomical Tables, Speech, and Interpretation 
studied from Urooz Badr Mahmoud Al Qasari. Principles 
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of Religion and Tafseer taught by Allama Shams Bisati 
(who was involved in the clothing business) as well. 


He has written many books on various subjects. 
“Jama al-Jawamah Jalalain (Second Half)” is known as 
his masterpiece. He started writing the Tafseer of Quran 
from Chapter Kahf and continued it until Chapter N’as. 
Once he finished Chapter N’as he went back and 
started the Tafseer from the first chapter which was 
Chapter Fatiha. However, luck was not on his side and 
he passed away with the remainder of the first half has 
completed by his obedient and wise student Allama 
Jalaluddin Sayuti (RA). 

Tafseer Marif ul Quran 

The author of this book is Mufti Mohammad Shafi 
Usmani (ra). He was the son of Moulana Mohammad 
Yaseen ibn Kalita Tehseen Ali. He was born on the 20th 
of Shaban, 1314 Hijri in Deoband, District Saharanpur in 
the province of Uttar Pradesh, India. 

He obtained his education from the founding father of 
Darul-Uloom, Deoband. He learned about Quran from 
Hafiz Abdul Azeem and Hafiz Namdar Khan. He 
learned Urdu, Persian, Math, Arithmetic and Arabic 
from his father. 

In 1331 Hijri, he obtained admission in Darul-Uloom, 
Deoband to learn the Arabic language. In 1335 Hijri, he 
graduated from Dars-e-Nizami. He learned from many 


18 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Introduction 

teachers, however, the most recognized person was 
Hazrat Sheikh Moulana Mahmud ul Hasan (RA). When 
Sheikh Mahmud Al Hasan released from the prison of 
Malta, Mufti Mohammad Shafi Usmani (ra) became 
homage( ( ^*£ ) under Hazrat Sheikh Moulana Mahmud 
ul Hasan (ra) famous saint of his time. 


He tutored from most prominent scholars including 
Allama Moulana Mohammad Anwar Shah Kashmiri, 
Moulana Mufti Aziz ur Rahman, Moulana Syed Asghar 
Hussein, Moulana Mohammad Ahmed bin Qasim 
Nanutvi, Moulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani, Moulana 
Ayziz Ali, Moulana Mohammad Ibrahim and Moulana 
Mohammad Rasul Khan. 

In 1349 Hij'ri, Mufti Mohammad Shafi Usmani nominated 
for judicial decree (Fatwa) in Darul-Uloom Deoband 
and worked there for 26 years. He used to attend the 
lectures of Mujadid e Milat Hakim Ulumat Moulana 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi (ra) on Islamic etiquette since the time 
of his student period. However, in 1346 Hijri, he became 
homage (‘^xaj) of his mentor Moulana Thanvi. Under his 
full support and guidance, he further studied the 
subjects of Tafseer and Mysticism (Tasawwuf) . 

Mufti Mohammad Shafi Usmani said his final goodbyes 
to the city of Deoband and moved to Pakistan with his 
mother and children on 20 th Jumadi-ul-ukhra, 1367 / 
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May 1, 1948. In 1370 Hijri/1 950AD, he started teaching 
of the Quran in Masjid Darul Salam, which is located in 
Aram Bagh, Karachi. Under his supervision, the 
department of judicial decree has inaugurated. In 
Shawal 1373 Hijri/ July 7, 1954, he started lecturing on 
Tafseer of Quran and completed on Shaban 21, 1392 
Hijri. Afterwards, all of his lectures compiled in the form 
of a book, which now known as Tafseer Marif ul Quran. 

He is also author of 1 62 books and some of these 
include. 

1. Ahkamul Hajj 

2. Alywaqiyat Fil Ahkam Ul Mwaqiyat 

3. Munhijj Al khair Fi Al Hajj Anul- Ghair (Hajj e Badl) 

4. MuqameSahaba 

5. Islami Sacrifice 

6. Human body and its patching (Graftage) 

7. Life Insurance 

8. Provident Fund 

9. Islam and Socialism 

10. Economic Reformation in Islamic System 

1 1 . Arguments on Jamey Tarmizi 

12. Fatawah Darul-Uloom Deoband 

13. Precept of Interest 

1 4. Jawaher ul Fiqh 

15. Islamic system and wealth management 

16. Seeratul Khatim ul Inbia (Ait) 

1 7. Matyr of Karbala 
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18. Sayings of Imam Malik (ra) 

19. Sayings of Imam Ahmed bin Humble (ra) 

20. Principals of Dictionary 

He died due to heart failure on the 10 th of Shawal 
1396H and buried inside the compound of 
Darul-Uloom, Karachi Pakistan. 

I am profoundly thankful to Al mighty Allah who made 
it possible for me to compile the book “HEARTS In the 
light of Qur’an” and blessed me a great honour. I am 
certain that after reading this book you will question 
the meaning of your existence and think about 
different feelings and emotions you experienced in the 
past. May Allah make this book a source to bring 
guidance for all of its readers (Amen). May Allah make 
this book treasure for me in the hereafter (Amen). 

Seeking for Duaa 

Sikander Naqshbandi 

8 th Rabi ul Awal, 1435H, Friday 
10 th January 2014 

Phone: 001-647 890 1317/001 -416 622 1317 
Email: sikander.naashbandi@gmail.com 
Website: www.eislamicbooks.com 
Toronto, Canada 
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1.0 - Hard Heart 

( Sakhatdil) 


Allah (sfe>) discusses in five different places about the 

hard heart in his holy book Qur'an. He explained with 
examples and comparisons. In the explanation of this 
Ayyat Imamul Mufaserin Hafiz Emaduddin Abul-Fida 
Ismail bin Umar bin Kathir Ad-damishqi (Ibn Kathir) has 
written in his Tafseer Ibne Kathir. 


1^3 5 1 I 3 1 5 j o 3^ ^ — 1.1 

4JU LjJ (j jj AiU 

©Q llP (JjIajaLI 1*5 i «Uil LjJ 

(Al Baqra-2:74) 


When, even after that, your hearts were hardened, as if 
they were rocks, or still worse in hardness. For surely 
among the rocks there are some from which rivers gush 
forth and there are others that crack open and water 
flows from them, and there are still others that fall down 
in fear of Allah. And Allah is not unaware of what you 
do. 

The Harshness of the Jews 

Allah criticized the Children of Israel because they 
witnessed the tremendous signs of Allah, including 
bringing the dead back to life. However, even after 
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that, their hearts were hardened. So their hearts were 
like stones that never become soft. 


This is why Allah forbade the believers from imitating 
the Jews when He said. 


to JliaS 

Al Hadeed - 57:16) © 


Has the time not yet come for those who believe that 
their hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah and for the truth that has descended (through 
revelation)? They must not be like those to whom the 
Book was given before, but a long period passed on 
them (in which they did not repent), therefore their 
hearts became hard, and (thus) many of them are 
sinners. 


In his Tafseer, Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"When the dead man was struck with a part of the 
cow, he stood up and became more alive than he 
ever was. He was asked, 'Who killed you' He said, 'My 
nephews killed me.' He then died again. His nephews 
said, after Allah took his life away, 'By Allah! We did not 
kill him’ and denied the truth while they knew it”. 

Allah said, “And became as stones or even worse in 
hardness." 
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And by the passage of time, the hearts of the Children 
of Israel were unlikely to accept any admonishment, 
even after the miracles and signs they witnessed. Their 
hearts become harder than stones, with no hope of 
ever softening. Sometimes, springs and rivers burst out 
of stones, some stones split and water comes out of 
them, even if there are no springs or rivers around 
them, sometimes stones fall down from mountaintops 
out of their fear of Allah. 

And indeed, there are stones out of which rivers gush 
forth, and indeed, there are of them (stones) which split 
asunder so that water flows from them, and indeed, 
there are of them (stones) which fall down for fear of 
Allah, 


Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Ibn 'Abbas said 
that the Ayyat means, "Some stones are softer than 
your hearts, they acknowledge the truth that you are 
being called to, and Allah is not unaware of what you 
do." 

Solid Inanimate Objects possess a certain Degree of 
Awareness 

Some claimed that the ayyat mentioned the stones 
being humble as a metaphor. However, Ar-Razi, Al- 
Qurtubi and other Imams said that there is no need for 
this explanation, because Allah creates this 
characteristic - humbleness - in stones. 


26 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


Hard Heart 


For instance, Allah said, 


3 4,3 I IXpjC- 


(Al Ahzab-33:72) - (jLi3^)llgi 


Truly, We did offer At-Amono (the trust) to the heavens 
and the earth, and the mountains, but they declined to 
bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allah's 
torment). (33:72) 


The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, 
glorify Him. (1 7:44) 

And the stars and the trees both prostrate themselves 
(to Allah). (55:6) 


3>u£j 1 4 J 
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Have they not observed things that Allah has created: 
(how) their shadows incline. (16:48) 


(jjuI tidlS 

They both said: "We come willingly." (41:11) 




Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain. (59:21 ) 
and, 


27 




Hard Heart 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


4l)l I JJIS 1 jJlii 


And they will say to their skins, "Why do you testify 
against us" They will say: "Allah has caused us to speak." 

(41:21) 

It is recorded in the Sahih that the Prophet said, 

This (Mount Uhud) is a mount that loves us and that we 
love. 


Similarly, the compassion of the stump of the palm tree 
for the Prophet (;£$&) as confirmed in authentic 
narrations. In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that the 
Prophet (A&) said, I know a stone in Makkah that used 
to greet me with the Salam before I was sent. I 
recognize this stone now. 

He said about the Black Stone that. On the Day of 
Resurrection it will testify for those who kiss it. 

There are several other texts with this meaning. 


The scholars of the Arabic language disagreed over 
the meaning of Allah's statement. 




(And became as stones or even worse in hardness) 
after agreeing that 'or' here is not being used to reflect 
doubt. 

Some scholars said that 'or' here means, 'and'. So the 
meaning becomes, "As hard as stones, and harder." For 
instance, Allah said, 


And obey not a sinner or a disbeliever among them. 
(76:24) and. 
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To cut off all excuses or to warn. (77:6) 


Hard Heart 



Some other scholars said that 'or' here means, 'rather'. 
Hence, the meaning becomes, 'As hard as stones. 
Rather harder.' For instance, Allah said. 




OwCul _jl (J-L)| ')y& .s£ 


A section of them fears men as they fear Allah or even 
more. (4:77) 

©(jj Jj JJ La (7) ■ Jl 3 


And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or 
even more. (37:147) and, 


And was at a distance of two bows’ length or (even) 
nearer. (53:9) 


Some other scholars said that this ayyat means their 
hearts are only of two types, as hard as stone or harder 
than stone. 


Further, Ibn Jarir commented that this Tafseer means 
that some of their hearts are as hard as stone and 
some hearts are harder than stone. 

Ibn Jarir said that he favoured this last Tafseer, although 
the others are plausible. 

Ibn Kathir - say that the last Tafseer is similar to Allah's 
statement. 
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Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire. 
(2:17) 


And then His statement. 


Or like a rainstorm from the sky. (2:19) 



It is also similar to Allah's statement. 


4 




As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a 
mirage in a desert. (24:39) 

And then His statement. 



Or (the state of a disbeliever) is like fhe darkness in a 
vast deep sea. (24:40) 


This then means that some of them are like the first 
example, and some others are like the second 
example. Allah knows best. 

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir) 


[2:74] 

Regarding this ayyat Moulana Jalaluddin Sayuti said in 
his Tafseer. 

Then your hearts became hardened, O you Jews, they 
[your hearts] became stiffened against acceptance of 
the truth. Thereafter, that is, after what is mentioned of 
the bringing back to life of the slain man and the other 
signs before this; and they are like stones, in their 
hardness, or even yet harder, than these; for there are 
stones from which rivers come gushing, and others split 
( yoshshoqqoq : the initial fa’ [of the root-form 
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yotoshoqqoq] has been assimilated with the shin), so 
that water issues from them; and others come down, 
from on high, in fear of God, while your hearts are 
unmoved, unstirred and not humbled; And God is not 
Heedless of what you do, but instead. He gives you 
respite until your time comes (ta'maluna, ‘you do’: a 
variant reading has ya'malOna, ‘they do’, indicating a 
shift to the third person address). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (Mufti-e-azam Pakistan) writes 
in his book Tafseer Marif ul Quran. 

The Surah has been relating a number of incidents, 
which show that the Israelites were always prone to 
disobedience and rebellion and had to undergo 
punishment repeatedly. Such an experience should 
have taught them humility and obedience. On the 
contrary, their hearts became even more hardened 
against divine guidance. This insensibility led them into 
further misdeeds and transgressions. The present verse 
describes their degeneracy, and warns them that Allah 
knows everything they have been doing, and will 
punish them for their evil deeds. 

In contrasting the hearts of the Israelites with stones, the 
verse refers to three states of the latter: 

(1 ) Some stones give forth a great amount of water. 

(2) Others give forth only a small quantity. 

(3) Still others do not give forth water, but fall down 
from their place for fear of Allah. 

The first two of these states are a matter of everyday 
observation, but the third may be subject to doubt, for 
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the ability to feel fear requires reason and sensibility, 
and the stones, as one supposes, do not possess these 
faculties. However, reason is not always a necessary 
requisite for the ability to feel fear - after all, animals do 
feel fear, even though they do not possess reason. 
Sensibility is, of course, necessary. However, there is no 
rational argument that should deny sensibility to 
minerals. For sensibility, depends on life and minerals 
may possibly possess a kind of subtle life which man 
may not be aware of. In fact, scientists have recently 
discovered signs of life and sensibility in minerals too. 
Anyhow, an explicit statement in the Holy Qur'an 
carries validity and an authority which no physical 
science or rational argument can dispute. 

Then, we do not claim that fear of Allah is always the 
only cause which makes a stone fall down. For, the 
Holy Qur'an itself says that this cause operates only in 
the case of some stones. Therefore, there may be 
different causes, which make stones fall down; some of 
these causes may be purely physical, while one of 
them may be the fear of Allah. 

The order in which the three kinds of stones have been 
mentioned is very subtle, and, in view of the meaning 
and purpose intended, extremely expressive and 
significant. The verse places in the highest degree 
those stones whose affectivity is so strong that rivers 
gush forth from them, and provide sustenance to 
beasts and men. In contrast to them, it is been 
suggested the hearts of the Jews are so hard that they 
are incapable of feeling any sympathy for their fellow 
men even in suffering and pain and hence incapable 
of wishing to do them good. In the second degree 
come the stones, which do serve the creatures of Allah, 

32 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Hard Heart 

but to a lesser extent. However, the hearts of Jews are 
harder than even these. To the lowest degree of 
affectivity belong those stones which do not benefit 
anyone, but can at least 'feel' the fear of Allah (sfe>). 
However, the Jews are devoid of even this minimum 
degree of sensitivity. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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(Al Maida - 5 : 13) 


So, because they broke their pledge, We cursed them 
and made their hearts hardened. They change words 
from their places, and they have overlooked a good 
deal of the Advice they were given. Every now and 
then, you come across a certain treachery from all of 
them, except a few. So, forgive them and forego. 
Indeed, Allah loves those who are good in deeds. 


In the second place, Allah curse those are sinner and 
promise breakers - and said their hearts become 
hardened. 

In the commentary of this ayyat Hafiz Ibne Kathir said 
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Breaking the Covenant 

Allah said, But if any of you after this, disbelieved he has 
indeed gone astray from the straightway. 

Therefore, those who break this covenant, even though 
they pledged and vowed to keep it, yet, they broke it 
and denied it ever existed, they have avoided the 
clear path and deviated from the path of guidance to 
the path of misguidance. 

Allah then mentioned the punishment that befell those 
who broke His covenant and the pledge they gave 
Him. 

So because of their breach of their covenant, We 
cursed them..., 

Allah states, because of their breaking the promise that 
We took from them. We cursed them, deviated them 
away from the truth, and expelled them from 
guidance, and made their hearts grow hard..., 
and they do not heed any word of advice that they 
hear, because of the hardness of their hearts. 

They change the words from their (right) places.... 

Since their comprehension became corrupt, they 
behaved treacherously with Allah's Ayyat, altering His 
Book from its apparent meanings which He sent down, 
and distorting its indications. 

They attributed to Allah (sfe) what He did not say, and 
we seek refuge with Allah (sfe>) from such behavior. 

And have abandoned a good part of the Message 
that was sent to them, by not implementing it and by 
ignoring it. 

Allah said next, 
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And you will not cease to discover deceit in them, 
except a few of them. 

such as their plots and treachery against you, 
O Muhammad (;£$&), and your Companions. 

Mujahid said that; this ayyat refers to their plot to kill the 
Messenger of Allah. 

But forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds). 

This, indeed, is the ultimate victory and triumph. 

Some of the Solof said, 

“You would never treat those who disobey Allah with 
you better than obeying Allah with them." 

This way, their hearts will gather around the truth and 
Allah might lead them to the right guidance. 

This is why Allah said, Verily, Allah loves the doers of 
good. Therefore, forgive those who are against you. 
Qatadah (RA) said that; this Ayyat was abrogated with 
Allah's statement, 

Fight against those who believe not in Allah (SWT), nor 
in the Last Day. (9:29) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[5: 1 3] In Tafseer Jalalain Allama Sayuti writes. 

God says: So because ( bi-ma , the md is extra) of their 
breaking their covenant. We cursed them. We 
removed them from Our mercy, and made their hearts 
hard, unyielding to the acceptance of faith. They 
pervert words, pertaining to the descriptions of 
Muhammad (;£$&) in the Torah and other things, from 
their contexts. Those in which Allah has placed them, in 
other words, they substitute them; and they have 
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forgotten, they have abandoned, a portion, a part, of 
what they reminded of. [Of what] They were enjoined 
to in the Torah, in the way of following Muhammad (s); 
and you — addressing the Prophet (s) now — will never 
cease to discover some treachery on their part, in the 
way of breaking a covenant or some other matter, 
except for a few of them, who have submitted 
themselves [to Islam], Yet pardon them, and forgive; 
surely, Allah loves the virtuous: this was abrogating by 
the ‘sword’ verse [Q. 9:5], 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi said in Tafseer Marif ul Qur'an. 

This verse is telling us that Bani Isra’il were heedless to 
clear instructions given to them. Then, they broke the 
pledge for which they have punished. There were two 
kinds of punishment, which afflicted Bani Isra’il because 
of their misdeeds and contumacy: 

1. Manifest and perceptible, like the hail of stones and 
rocks or the overturning of land mass, which find 
mention in several verses of the Qur'an. 

2. Intellectual and spiritual, as if their very minds and 
hearts were transformed in punishment for their 
contumacy which made them incapable of thinking 
and feeling and they went on sinking deeper in the 
curse of their sins. 

The verse means that it was because of their 
contravention of the solemn pledge that Allah made 
them far-removed from His mercy (that is, from its 
effects, which is the reality of la'nah' or curse - Hazrat 
Thanavi) and their hearts hardened against any 

36 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Hard Heart 

penetration of truth. This removal from mercy and the 
hardening of hearts have likened to " Ra’n (stain or rust) 
by the Holy Quran in Surah al-Mutaffifin: 



It means that the reason why they reject open verses of 
the Qur'an and all too manifest signs is that the stain of 
sins has settled down on their hearts. 

In a hadith, the Holy Prophet (SAW) said: 

Men someone commits a sin for the first time; a black 
dot is stamped on the heart. He feels the pinch of this 
evil presence all the time. It is like a black stain on a 
white cloth, which is a constant sore of the eye. Now, if 
he gets chastened, repents and resolves not to do it 
again, that dot is erased; and should he become care- 
free and start a spree of other sins, a black dot for 
each subsequent sin will keep adding up, so much so, 
that the clean slate of his heart will turn jet black with 
these dots of stain. At that stage, the state of his heart 
will become very much like a pot placed upside down, 
in which nothing goes in but to come out instantly. 
Therefore, nothing good settles down in his heart for he 
has fallen into a state of moral inertia - to him nothing 
good is good and no evil is evil. Rather, the opposite 
becomes his more likely approach - he starts taking 
defect as merit, vice as virtue and sin as reward. Thus 
armed with his crooked thinking, he goes on riding high 
in his rebellion and contumacy. This is a cash and spot 
punishment of his sin, which he gets right here in this 
mortal world. 
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Some respected elders have said: that is, the cash 
reward of a good deed is that one gets the Toufiq (the 
ability given by Allah (SWT) ) of doing another good 
deed. Similarly, the cash reward of a sin is that one's 
heart starts being attract by other sins soon after the 
first. Thus, obedience and disobedience both have a 
pull of their own - one good invites another good and 
one evil attracts other evils and sins. 

Referring back to the breach of trust committed by the 
Bani Isra’il that can be say that the cash punishment 
due against it was that they were remove from Divine 
mercy - which is the greatest medium of salvation. Their 
hearts became so hardened that they stooped to the 
level of 'moving words away from their places'. Which 
mean that they alter the Words of Allah - in words or 
meanings or recitation - all of which have been 
described in the Holy Qur'an and in the books of 
Ahodith. Some of which have been acknowledged by 
European Christians as well. (Tafseer Usmani) 

The result of the intellectual and spiritual punishment 
mentioned above was that they forgot to take 
advantage of the good counsel given to them: Then, 
this punishment stuck glued to them: that is, the 
Prophet (Xj&) of Islam would keep knowing about one 
or the other breaches, deceptions and treacheries 
committed by them. The exception is indicates in: (but 
a few) which refers to people like Sayyidna 'Abdullah 
ibn Salam and others who were followers of the faith of 
the People of the Book before they became true 
Muslims. 
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Up to this point, the description of the misconduct of 
the Bani Isra'il was obviously demanding enough that 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&) should hold them in contempt 
and never allow them to come to him. Therefore, in the 
last sentence of this verse, the instruction given to the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) was (So forgive them and forego. 
Indeed, Allah loves the good in deed). It means that, 
despite their peculiar condition being what it is, it is 
better that the Prophet (;£$&) of Islam abstains from 
doing what is otherwise quite natural. In other words, 
he should not treat them with contempt or hatred 
because after knowing what they are - hardhearted 
and cold - the, chances that any good counsel would 
affect them are very remote Granted. But, toleration 
and civility of morals are wonder virtues which could 
probe out some sense and sensibility from out of such 
insensate people. Even if this effort to drive some sense 
into them fails, something worth doing still remains - 
keeping one's own matters and morals correct is, after 
all, quite necessary. Allah Almighty likes what has done 
with good grace - and it will definitely bring Muslims 
closer to Him. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


-1 .3 

( Al Inaam -6 :43) £^U*5t 


Why then, did they not supplicate in humility when a 
calamity from Us came upon them. Instead, their 
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hearts were hardened and Satan adorned for them 
what they were doing. 

Allah mentions in Qur'an that even though they knew 
the punishment that happened to other nations they 
chose to remain ignorant and become stoned hearted 
and Satan made their action admirable - According to 
Hafiz Ibne Kathir interpretation of this ayyat he said. 




When Our torment reached them, why then did they 
not believe with humility! Meaning: Why do they not 
believe and humble themselves before Us when We 
test them with disaster!' 


Ls (jJilsJI £sL3j Mr.iks * 



But their hearts became hardened, for their hearts are 
not soft or humble, and Satan made fair-seeming to 
them that which they used to do. That is, Shirk, 
defiance and rebellion. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 6 : 43 ] 

If only, when Our might, Our punishment, came upon 
them, they had been humble, in other words, they 
were not so, even though the necessitating factor was 
there. However, their hearts were hard, would not yield 
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to faith, Satan adorned for them what they were doing, 
in the way of disobedient acts, and so they persisted in 
them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi discusses about the ignorance 
of these people in his Tafseer. 

And We did send messengers to communities before 
you and put them to hardships and sufferings, so that 
they may supplicate in humility. Why then, did they not 
supplicate in humility when Our punishment came 
upon them Instead, their hearts were hardened and 
the Satan adorned for them what they were doing. 
Thereafter, when they forgot the advice they were 
given, we opened for them doors of everything until 
when they became proud of what they were given. 
We seized them suddenly and they were left in despair. 
Thus, the people who did wrong were uprooted to the 
last man and praise is to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 

The verses show the particular mode in which Shirk and 
Kufr have been refute and Tauhid, is affirm. The 
disbelievers of Makkah have been asked that If you are 
hit by a calamity now. For example, the punishment of 
Allah descends on you right here in this world or comes 
death or the very Day of Doom breaks loose, then think 
and answer who it will be you would call for help to 
keep this calamity away from you or who it would be 
you will hope to deliver you from this terrible 
punishment. Do you think these self-sculpted idols in 
stone or any others from among the creation of Allah 
you have given His status would come out to help you 
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in your hour of trial? Then, would you still address your 
cry of distress to them, or would you rather, appeal to 
none but Allah, the One, the All-Powerful. 

There can be no better answer from any sensible 
human being, which given by Allah Taala Himself on 
behalf of them - that, at a time of such mass calamity, 
even the greatest Mushrik will forget all about his idols 
and self-appointed objects of worship and would call 
none but Allah. If so, the outcome is obvious. These 
idols of yours, and the objects of worship whom you 
have given the status of Allah Taala and whom alone 
you regard as your problem solvers and granters of 
wishes, in fact, did not come to help you in your 
distress, nor could you muster the courage to call them 
up to help you out. Now then, when would it be that 
your devotion to them as objects of worship and their 
role of problems solvers assigned to them by you would 
start working for you? 

What has been said here is similar to previous verses. 
Stated here is a matter of supposition that punishment 
could befall them within the life of this world as an 
outcome of their disbelief and disobedience. 
Moreover, again as a matter of supposition, if the 
punishment does not visit them in the present life, then, 
the coming of the Qiyamah is certain after all when 
account will be taken from all the human beings of 
their deeds and put in effect shall be the law of reward 
and punishment against these. 

'Qiyamah' here could mean the commonly 
acknowledged Qiyamah or the Day of Doom. It is also 
possible that, by the particular use of the word, 
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'As-Sa ah' (The Hour). The sense could be that of 
'The Smaller Doom' (al-Qiyamatus-Sughra) which stands 
activated for every human being immediately after his 
or her death - as the saying is: (For one who dies, his or 
her ’Qiyamah' (Doom) stands established right then). 
Because a preliminary sampling of the ultimate 
reckoning of the Qiyamah will come before the 
deceased in his or her 'Qabr' (burial place) and in the 
state of Barzakh (the post-death pre-Qiyamah state) 
and the sampling of the ultimate reward and 
punishment due 'there' would start showing up right 
from 'here.' 

But, despite warnings given in these verses to 
disobedient people against their attitude of 
complacency - lest there comes upon them some 
sudden Divine punishment as has come on past 
communities, or death, or ultimately the very reckoning 
after Qiyamah about which there is no doubt - such 
people have a mind of their own. They tend to take the 
whole world on the analogy of their limited experience 
in the already limited time of their life, which makes 
them compulsive excuse seekers in such matters. 
Present before them the warnings and intimations 
given by blessed prophets and they will bypass them as 
ambiguous thinking, especially at times, and which 
reappear in all ages, when there are people around 
who, in spite of their open disobedience to Allah and 
His Prophet (;&&), keep prospering in wealth, property, 
influence, recognition and power, almost everything. 
So, on the one hand, here is what they witness with 
their own eyes, while, on the other hand, is the word of 
the blessed messenger of Allah who tells them 
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that punishments do come upon the disobedient as it is 
the customary practice of the One they disobey. Now, 
as they look at the two sides of the argument 
simultaneously, then, their own excuse seeking 
disposition and, of course, the Satan hoodwinks them 
into believing that the word of the prophet is a 

deception or delusion. 

Now, for an answer, we can turn to the present verses 
where Almighty Allah (sfe>) has pointed out to the law, 
which applies to what happened to past communities. 
It has said, that Allah did send, before the Holy Prophet 
(Afe). His prophets to other communities, those were 
tested in two ways. 

Firstly, they had tested with hardships and sufferings to 
see if these would become the cause of their turning to 
Allah. But, when they failed in this test and, rather than 
turn to Allah and abandon disobedience, became all 
the more engrossed in it, then, they were subjected to 
a different kind of test. The doors of worldly comforts 
had opened to them. They had everything they could 
wish for in the material world so that through these 
blessings they could recognize their Benefactor and 
remember Him. However, they, rather than be grateful 
to Him, were so lost in the labyrinth of luxury that they 
forgot all about the messages and teachings of Allah 
and His Messenger. Thus, having traded their souls for 
the glitter of fleeting comforts, they failed in both tests, 
and their case before Allah became conclusively 
established against them. So, they had seized by the 
punishment of Allah suddenly, which destroyed them to 
the last man. This punishment had come upon earlier 
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communities too, down from the heavens and up from 
beneath the earth and such mass punishments have 
come in other ways too, which had reduced whole 
peoples and nations to ashes. The people of Nuh (AS) 
deluged in the great flood, which did not spare even 
mountain peaks. The people of 'Aad were hit by an 
eight-day long wind storm which left not one survivor. 
The people of Thamud destroyed through a terrifying 
sound. The entire habitation of the people of Lut (AS) 
was overturned, the remnants of which still exist in the 
west of Jordan in the form of a low-lying water level, 
which is not conducive to the survival of any sea life. 
Therefore, it called The Dead Sea, and the Sea of Lut 
(AS). 

In short, these were some forms in which Divine 
punishment befell past communities as a result of their 
disobedience destroying whole nations and peoples in 
one stroke. However, it has also happened that such 
people died away naturally leaving no one behind to 
remember them. 

Also clarified in these verses is that Almighty Allah does 
not send down His punishment upon any people all of 
a sudden. Instead, punishments come with the purpose 
of shedding heedlessness and directing people to the 
correct path. We also know from here that the hardship 
or distress which is sent to people on the earth as 
punishment for them. However, outwardly looks like 
punishment but, in reality, it is not. Instead of that, it 
serves the purpose of a wake-up call designed to 
shake people out of their heedlessness. As such, it is 
nothing but mercy. Says another verse of the Qur'an: 
that is, We will make them taste a lesser punishment, 
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leaving the greatest punishment aside, so that they 
may return - 32:21 . 

Removed from these very verses is the doubt about this 
world, which is no place for rewards (Darul-Jaza), but a 
place where one must do what one should (Darul- 
'Amal). What then is the sense of being punish in this 
world where good and bad seem to be weigh on the 
same scale. Where, in fact, the evil ones fare better 
than the good. The answer is clear. The real reward 
and punishment will come on that one-day of 
Qiyamah, which known as the very Day of Judgement 
(' Yowmud-Din ) or the Day of Retribution (Yowm al- 
Joza). But, some hardships are sent in this world as a 
sample of punishment (' Adhab ) and some comforts as 
a sample of reward ( Thawab ) which are a token of 
mercy from Allah. Some spiritual masters have even 
said that all comforts of the world are indicators of the 
comforts of Paradise so that one learns to long for 
them. As for all those hardships and sorrows that afflict 
man in this world, they too are indicators of the 
punishment of the Hereafter so that man prepares to 
stay safe against them. Unless there is not a sample or 
model-in sight, no one can persuade towards anything, 
nor can anyone be detracts from any impending 
danger or evil. 

Therefore, the comforts and discomforts of this mortal 
life are not rewards and punishments as such. They are, 
rather, samples or tokens of rewards and punishments. 
We may say that this whole world is a show room of the 
Hereafter ( akhirah ) where the trader displays the 
demonstration pieces of his merchandise in front of his 
store or shop so that they could attract the buyer. Thus, 
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we can see that worldly prosperity or poverty, 
happiness or sorrows are not reward and punishment in 
the real sense. Actually, they are a method of bringing 
the creation of Allah alienated from its Creator back to 
His fold. 

The hardship inflicted on them during their life in the 
present world was really not aimed at punishing them. 
Since everyone turns to Allah naturally when in distress, 
the purpose was to make people turn to Allah through 
a little hardship. This tells us that the hardship or pain, 
which visits a person or group as punishment, is, in a 
sense, the working of Divine mercy. 

As for the statement: (We opened for them doors of 
everything), it warns human beings at large that no 
one should be deceived by seeing the affluence of 
persons or groups and hasten to the conclusion that 
these were the people on the correct path and that 
their life was a model of success. One should never 
forget that among them there could be some of those 
disobedient ones who has picked out to be seized with 
sudden and grave punishment. 

Therefore, the Holy Prophet said: When you see 

blessings and wealth raining upon someone - though 
he is deep in sin and disobedience then, know that he 
is being lured into destruction (istidraj) that is, his 
affluence is an indicator of his being seized in 
punishment. (Narrated by Ahmad from 'Aqabah ibn 
'Amir as in Tafseer Ibn Kathir) 
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Following a narration from Sayyidna 'Ubadah ibn Al- 
Samit (RA), leading commentator Ibn Jarir has reported 
that the Holy Prophet (;&&) said. When Allah Taala wills 
to have a nation survive and grow, He creates in them 
two qualities: 

(1 ) Moderation in everything they do, and 

(2) Modesty and chastity that is, abstinence from 
indulging in what is not right. And when Allah Taala wills 
to destroy a nation. He opens for them the doors of 
breach of faith (Khiyanat), that is, they appear to be 
successful in the world despite their breaches of faith 
and wrong doings. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( AlHajj -22:53) 


(All this is allowed to be done) so that He may make 
what Satan casts a trial for those in whose hearts there 
is a disease, and whose hearts are hard; and surely the 
wrongdoers are in the utmost antagonism 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir discusses this ayyat as follows: 

That He (Allah) may make what thrown in by Satan a 
trial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose 
hearts are hardened. And certainly, the wrongdoers 
are in an opposition far-off (from the truth). 

That He (Allah) may make what thrown in by Satan a 
trial for those in whose hearts is a disease. 
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Meaning: doubt. Shirk, disbelief and hypocrisy. 


Ibn Jurayj said:” those in whose hearts is a disease”, 
"The hypocrites, and “And whose hearts are 
hardened”. Means the idolaters." 

“And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition 
far-off”. Means far away in misguidance, resistance 
and stubbornness, i.e., far from the truth and the 
correct way. 

(Tafseer ibn Kathir) 


[22:53] About this ayyat Moulana Jalaluddin Muhalli 
said! 

That He may make what Satan has cast a trial, a test, 
for those in whose hearts is a sickness, dissension and 
hypocrisy, and those whose hearts are hardened, 
namely, the idolaters, [hardened] against acceptance 
of the truth. For truly the evildoers, the disbelievers, are 
[steeped] in extreme defiance, [in] a protracted feud 
with the Prophet (X$&) and the believers, for his tongue 
uttered mention of their gods in a way that pleased 
them, and yet this was later nullified. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


And We did not send any messenger before you nor a 
prophet, but (he faced a situation that) when he 
recited (the revelation), the Satan cast (doubts) about 
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what he recited. So, Allah nullifies what the Satan casts, 
then Allah makes His verses firm, and Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Wise. (All this is allowed to be done) so 
that He may make what Satan casts a trial for those in 
whose hearts. There is a disease and whose hearts are 
hard; and surely, the wrongdoers are in the utmost 
antagonism and so that those who have been given 
knowledge may know that it (i.e. the revelation recited 
by the prophet) is the truth from your Lord, and they 
may believe in it and their hearts may become humble 
towards it. And Allah is the One who takes the believers 
to the straight path. And those who disbelieve will 
remain in doubt about it (the Qur'an) forever, until the 
Hour (of Judgment) comes upon them suddenly, or 
there comes to them the punishment of a barren day. 
The kingdom, on that day, is for Allah. He will judge 
between them. Therefore, those who believed and did 
good deeds shall be in gardens of bliss. As for those 
who disbelieved and belied Our signs, they are the 
ones for whom there is a humiliating punishment. 

(The Satan cast (doubts) about what he recited) 

This verse explains that the disputes raised by the 
disbelievers in regard to Allah's message (;£$&) is not 
something new as similar doubts were raised by earlier 
people as well when their prophets presented to them 
the message of Truth, and the Satan cast doubts about 

it in the hearts of disbelievers. This explanation of the 
verse is quite clear and straightforward, and has been 
adopted by many commentators including Abu- 
Hayyan in his AI-Bahr-ul-Muhit. However, some books of 
traditions have reported here an incident, which is not 
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proved by authentic sources. The incident is known as 
(hadith-ul gharaniq). Some scholars have held that 
some heretics and enemies of Islam invent it. But even 
those who believe this tradition to be worthwhile have 
taken pains to remove the doubts, which the words 
raise about the categorical and undisputed laws of 
Qur'an and Sunnah. The plain and simple meaning of 
the verse has been explained above, and the alleged 
incident in no way affects this meaning. Making this 
incident as a part and parcel of the commentary on 
this verse, thereby creating unnecessary doubts, and 
then attempting to answer those doubts is an exercise 
in futility and absolutely undesirable. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


Ax^jsJJ 3 J ^ Alii Q I - 1.5 

(AIZumr- 39:2 2) 


So I ask about a person whose heart Allah has opened 
up for Islam, and consequently he proceeds in a light 
from his Lord. (Can he be equal to the one whose 
heart is hardened?) So, woe to those whose hearts are 
too hard to remember Allah. Those are wandering in 
open error. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir mentioned in his Tafseer. 
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Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that 
he is in light from his Lord. So, woe to those whose 
hearts are hardened against remembrance of Allah, 
They are in plain error! 

The People of Truth and the People of Misguidance are 
not Equal 

Allah says. Is he whose breast Allah has opened to 
Islam, so that he is in light from his Lord, 

Means, is this person equal to the one who is hard- 
hearted and far from the truth. 


This is like the Ayyat: 

© (jp&u Li chilli) 1 


Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for 
him a light (i.e. Belief) whereby he can walk amongst 
men -- like him who is in the darkness (i.e., disbelief) 
from which he can never come out. (6:1 22) 


Allah says: So, woe to those whose hearts are 
hardened against remembrance of Allah! 

Meaning, they do not become soft when Allah is 
mentioned, and they do not feel humility or fear, and 
they do not understand. 

They are in plain error! 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 39 : 22 ] 

Moulana Jalal uddin Muhalli described in his Tafseer. 
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Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, and 
becomes guided, so that he follows a light from his Lord 
...? Like he whose heart He has sealed [with disbelief]? 
— This [understanding of the ellipsis] is indicated by 
[What follows]. So woe — an expression indicating 
‘chastisement’ — to those whose hearts have been 
hardened against the remembrance of Allah, that is, 
[hardened] against the acceptance of the Qur’an. 
Such are in manifest error. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi discussed about this Ayyat in 
his Tafseer. 

So I ask about a person whose heart Allah has opened 
up for Islam, and consequently he proceeds in a light 
from his Lord. (Can he be equal to the one whose 
heart is hardened?) So, woe to those whose hearts are 
too hard to remember Allah. Those are wandering in 
open error. [22] 

It was said, (So I ask about a person whose heart Allah 
has opened up for Islam, and consequently he 
proceeds in a light from his Lord.). The word: ( sharoh ) 
literally means to open, enlarge or extend. The 
expression: ( shoroh-us-sodr ) means the capacity or 
capability of the heart (to receive and accommodate 
input). The sense is that one's heart is capable of 
learning lessons and receiving benefits by deliberating 
into Divine signs of creation in the heavens and the 
earth , particularly so by deliberating in his own 
creation. Similar is the case with other signs of Allah 
revealed in the form of scriptures and injunctions. One’s 
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heart also has to have the ability to deliberate in them 
and be benefit by them. In contrast, a heart is 
straightened or hardened. The statement in a verse of 
the Qur'an: (He makes his heart narrow, much too 
narrow - Al-Anam, 6:125) and the one in the next verse 
at this "woe to those whose hearts are too hard to 
remember Allah - 39:23” has appeared in contrast to 
this very 'sharah-us-sadr' (a heart opened to 
acceptance of truth and at ease with it). 

According to a narration from Sayyidna ’Abdullah Ibn 
Mas'ud (RA), when the Holy Prophet (;£$&) recited this 
verse: (Is it not that a person for whom Allah opens up 
his heart.), we asked him about the meaning of 
'sharah-us-sadr'. He said, "when the light of 'iman (faith) 
enters the human heart, it enhances its capacity 
(which makes the comprehension and implementation 
of Divine commandments easy on the person 
concerned)." We submitted, ya rasulallah, what is the 
sign of it (that is, of 'sharah-us-sadr')?' Then, he said: 

"Longing passionately for the eternal home and 
seeking refuge from the deceptive abode, and 
preparing for death before its arrival." Reported by al- 
Hakim in al-Mustadrak and al-Baihaqi in Shu'ab-ul-'iman 
(Ruh-ul-Ma'ani). 

The verse under study has been initiated as headed by 
an interrogative particle: (afaman). The sense it carries 
can be explained by saying: 'Can a person whose 
heart has been opened up for Islam - and he is on the 
light coming from his Lord, that is, does everything 
under it - and another person with a hardened heart 
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be equal?' The contrasting part relating to the 
hardened heart has been mentioned in the next verse 
with a warning of woeful punishment attached to it. 

In this verse, it was said: (woe to those whose hearts are 
too hard to remember Allah). The word: ( al-qasiyah ) is 
a derivation from: ( qosowoh ) which means to be hard- 
hearted, having no mercy for anyone, and also the 
one who remains totally unaffected by the need to 
remember Allah and follow His injunctions. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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2.0 - Sealed Heart 

(Mohr Shuda Dil) 

Allah mentions about The Sealed Heart on 1 4 different 
occurrence in Qur'an. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir highlighted this ayyat. 



( Al Baqra -27) (Q 

Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their 
hearing; and on their eyes there is a covering, and for 
them awaits a mighty punishment. 

Meaning of Khatama 

Allah said, Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on 
their hearing, and on their eyes there is a covering. 
Theirs will be a great torment. 

As-Suddi (ra) said that, (Khatama Allah) means, "Allah 
has sealed." 

Qatadah (RA) said that this Ayyat means, 

"Satan controlled them when they obeyed him. 
Therefore, Allah sealed their hearts, hearing and sight. 
They could neither see the guidance nor hear 
comprehend or understand." 

Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said, (Allah has set a seal 
on their hearts), 
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"A stamp it occurs when sin resides in the heart and 
surrounds it from all sides, and this submersion of the 
heart in sin constitutes a stamp, meaning a seal." 

Ibn Jurayj also said that the seal is placed on the heart 
and the hearing. 

In addition, Ibn Jurayj said, that Abdullah bin Kathir 
narrated that Mujahid said, 

"The stain is not as bad as the stamp, the stamp is not 
as bad as the lock which is the worst type." 

Al-Amash (ra) said, 

"Mujahid demonstrated with his hand while saying, 
'They used to say that the heart is just like this - meaning 
the open palm. When the servant commits a sin, a part 
of the heart will be rolled up -and he rolled up his index 
finger. When the servant commits another sin, a part of 
the heart will be rolled up' - and he rolled up another 
finger, until he rolled up all of his fingers. Then he said, 
'Then, the heart will be sealed.' 

Mujahid also said that this is the description of the Ran 
(refer to 83:14)." 


Al-Qurtubi said, ‘‘The Ummah has agreed that Allah has 
described Himself with sealing and closing the hearts of 
the disbelievers, as a punishment for their disbelief. 


Similarly, Allah said. 


Jj* ji$o 4l)l Jj 


(Nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of 
their disbelief), (4:155)." 


He then mentioned the Hadith about changing the 
hearts, (in which the Prophet (X$&) supplicated), 
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O You Who changes the hearts, make our hearts firm 
on your religion. 

He also mentioned the Hadith by Hudhayfah (RA) 
recorded in the Sahih, in which the Messenger of Allah 

( . I ” n , .1 r ) said. 


The Fiton (trials, tests) are offered to the hearts, just as 
the straws that are sewn into a woven mat, one after 
another. Any heart that accepts the Fiton, then a black 
dot will be engraved on it. Any heart that rejects the 
Fiton, then a white dot will be engraved on it. The 
hearts will therefore become two categories: white, just 
like the barren rock; no Fitnoh shall ever harm this 
category as long as the heavens and earth still exist. 
Another category is black, just as the cup that is turned 
upside down, for this heart does not recognize 
righteousness or renounce evil. 

Ibn Jarir said, “The truth regarding this subject is what 
the authentic Hadith from the Messenger of Allah 
stated. Abu Hurayrah (RA) narrated that the Messenger 
of Allah (Afe) said. 

When the believer commits a sin, a black dot will be 
engraved on his heart. If he repents, refrains and 
regrets, his heart will be polished again. If he commits 
more errors, the dots will increase until they cover his 
heart. This is the Ron (stain) that Allah described, 

Nay! But on their hearts is the Ron (stain) which they 
used to earn.” (83:14) 

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah recorded this 
Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said that it is Hasan Sahih. 
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The Meaning of Ghishawah 

Reciting the Ayyat, (Allah has set a seal on their hearts 
and on their hearing), then pausing, then continuing 
with, (And on their eyes there is a Ghishawah 
(covering)) is accurate, for the stamp is placed on the 
heart and the hearing while the Ghishawah, the 
covering, is appropriately placed on the eyes. 

In his Tafseer, As-Suddi said that Ibn Abbas RA) and Ibn 
Mas'ud (RA) said about Allah's statement, (Allah has set 
a seal on their hearts and on their hearing), 

"So that they neither understand nor hear. 

Allah also said that He placed a covering on their sight, 
meaning eyes, and so, they do not see." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[2:7] - Allama Jalal uddin Sayuti talk about this Ayyat. 
Allah has set a seal on their hearts, impressing on them 
and making certain that no good enters them; and on 
their hearing, [in which He has] deposited something so 
that they cannot profit from the truth they hear; and on 
their eyes is a covering, that is, a veil so that they do 
not see the truth; and for them there will be a mighty 
chastisement, that is, intense and everlasting. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi Usmani explained this Ayyat. 

In the time of the Holy Prophet (;£$&), there were two 
distinct groups of such people. On the one hand were 
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those who came out in open hostility and rejection, 
and whom the Holy Qur'an has termed as kafirun 
(disbelievers); on the other hand were those who did 
not, on account of their moral depravity and greed, 
had even the courage to speak out their minds and to 
express their disbelief clearly, but adopted the way of 
deceit and duplicity. They tried to convince the 
Muslims that they had faith in the Holy Qur'an and its 
teachings, that they were as good a Muslim as any 
other and would support the Muslims against the 
disbelievers. But they nursed denial and rejection in 
their hearts, and would, in the company of disbelievers, 
assure them that they had nothing to do with Islam, but 
mixed with Muslims in order to deceive them and to spy 
on them. The Holy Qur'an has given them the title of 
Munofiqen (hypocrites). Thus, these fifteen verses deal 
with those who refuse to believe in the Holy Qur'an - 
the first two are concerned with open disbelievers, and 
the other thirteen with hypocrites, their signs and 
characteristics and their ultimate end. 

Book divided humankind into two distinct groups based 
on their acceptance or rejection of this guidance. On 
the one side are those who have chosen to follow and 
to receive guidance, and hence called Mu'minun (true 
Muslims) or Muttoqun (the Allah-tearing); on the other 
side are those who reject the guidance or deviate from 
it, and called Kafirun (disbelievers) or Munafiqun 
(hypocrites). People of the first kind are those whose 
path is the object of the prayer at the end of the Surah 
Al-Fatihah, "the path of those on whom You have 
bestowed Your grace". People of the second kind are 
those against whose path refuge has been sought "Not 


60 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those 
who have gone astray. 

This teaching of the Holy Qur'an provides us with a 
fundamental principle. A division of humankind into 
different groups must, in order to be meaningful, based 
on differences in principle, not on considerations of 
birth, race, colour, geography or language. The Holy 
Qur'an has given a clear verdict in this respect: 

"It was He that created you: yet some of you are 
disbelievers and some of you are believers" (64:2). 

The first two verses of this Surah speak of those 
disbelievers who had become so stubborn and 
obstinate in their denial and disbelief that they were 
not prepared to hear the truth or to consider a clear 
argument. In the case of such depraved people, the 
usual way of Allah has always been, and is, that they 
have given a certain kind of punishment even in this 
world. That is to say, their hearts are sealed and their 
eyes and ears stopped against the truth, and as far as 
truth is concerned, they become as if they have no 
mind to think, no eyes to see and no ears to listen. The 
last phrase of the second verse speaks of the grievous 
punishment that is reserve for them in the other world. It 
may be observed that the prediction that: "they shall 
not believe" is specifically related to those disbelievers 
who refused to listen to the Holy Prophet (;&&) and 
who, as Allah knew, were going to die as disbelievers. 
This does not apply to disbelievers in general, for there 
were many who later accepted Islam. 
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What is Kufr (Infidelity) 

As for the definition of Kufr (disbelief), we may point out 
that lexically the word means to hide, to conceal. 
Ingratitude also called Kufr, because it involves the 
concealing or the covering up of the beneficence 
shown by someone. In the terminology of the Shari'ah, 
Kufr signifies the denial of any of those things in which it 
is obligatory to believe'. For example, the quintessence 
of 'Iman as well as the very basis of the Islamic creed is 
the requirement that one should confirm with one's 
heart and believe with certitude everything that the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) has brought down to us from Allah 
and which has been established by definite and 
conclusive proof. Therefore, a man who has the 
temerity to question or disregard even a single 
teaching of this kind will be describe as a kafir 
(disbeliever or infidel). 

The meaning of 'Indhar' (warning) by a Prophet (X^fe) 

In translating the verses, we have used the English verb 
'to warn' for the Arabic word Indhar. This word actually 
signifies bringing news, which should cause alarm or 
concern, while Ibshar signifies bringing good news, 
which should make people rejoice. Moreover, Indhar is 
not the ordinary kind of warning meant to frighten 
people, but one, which motivated by compassion and 
love, just as one warns one's children against fire or 
snakes or beasts. Hence a thief or a bandit or an 
aggressor who warns or threatens others cannot be 
called a Nadhir( warner). The latter is a title specially 
reserved for the prophets (AS), for they warn people 
against the pains and punishments of the other world 
out of their compassion and love for their fellow men. In 
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choosing this title for the prophets, the Holy Qur'an has 
made the subtle suggestion that for those who go out 
to reform others it is not enough merely to convey a 
message, but that they must speak to their listeners with 
sympathy, understanding and a genuine regard for 
their good. 

In order to comfort the Holy Prophet the first of 

these verses tells him that some of the disbelievers are 
so vain, arrogant and opinionated that they, in spite of 
recognizing the truth, stubbornly persist in their refusal 
and are not prepared to hear the truth or to see 
obvious proofs. So that all the efforts he makes for 
reforming and converting them will bear no fruit, and 
for them it is all one whether he tries or not. 

The next verse explains the reason, that is, Allah has set 
a seal on their hearts and ears, there is a covering on 
their eyes, all the avenues of sense and 
understanding are thus closed, and now it would be 
futile to expect any change in them. If thing is sealed 
so that nothing may enter it from outside; the setting of 
a seal on their hearts and ears also means that they 
have altogether lost the capacity for accepting the 
truth. 

The Holy Qur'an describes the condition of these 
disbelievers in terms of their hearts and ears are been 
sealed, but in the case of the eyes, it refers to a 
covering. The subtle distinction arises from the fact that 
an idea can enter the heart from all possible directions 
and not from one particular direction alone, and so 
can a sound enter the ears; an idea or a sound can be 
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blocked only by sealing the heart and the ears. On the 
contrary, the eyes work only in one direction, and can 
see only the things, which lie in front of them; if there is 
a covering on them, they cease to function. 

(See Tafseer Mazhari) 

Favour withdrawn by Allah is a punishment 

These two verses tell us that the other world is the place 
where one would receive the real punishment for one's 
disbelief or for some of one's sins. One may, however, 
receive some punishment for certain sins even in this 
world. Such a punishment sometimes takes a very 
grievous form - that is, the divine favour which helps 
one to reform oneself is withdrawn, so that, ignoring 
how one's deeds are to be assessed on the Day of 
Judgment, one keeps growing in disobedience and sin, 
and finally comes to lose even the awareness of evil. In 
delineating such a situation certain elders have 
remarked that one punishment for an evil deed is 
another evil deed which comes after, and one reward 
for a good deed is another good deed which comes 
after. According to a Hadith, when a man commits a 
sin, a black dot appears on his heart. This first dot 
disturbs him just as a smudge on a white cloth is always 
displeasing to us. But if, instead of asking Allah's pardon 
for the first sin, he proceeds to commit a second, 
another dot shows up, thus, with every new sin the 
black dots go on multiplying till the whole heart turns 
dark, and now he can no longer see good as good nor 
evil as evil, and grows quite incapable of making such 
distinctions. The Holy Prophet added that The 

Holy Qur'an uses the term Ra'n or Rain (rust) for this 
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darkness: as in Mishkot from the Musnad of Ahmad and 
Tirmidhi. 


No. But what they did has rusted their hearts (83: 1 4) 

According to another authentic Hadith reported by 
Tirmidhi from the blessed companion Abu Hurayrah 
(RA) the Holy Prophet (;£$&) has said, "When a man 
commits a sin, his heart grows dark, but if he seeks 
Allah's pardon, it becomes clear again". (See Qurtubi) 

It should be carefully note that in announcing that it is 
all one, whether the Holy Prophet warns the 

disbelievers or not. The Holy Qur'an adds the condition 
'Alaihim (for them), which clearly indicates that it is all 
one, for the disbeliever’s alone, and not for the Holy 
Prophet (Xyfe), for he would in any case get a reward 
for bringing the message of Allah to his fellow-men and 
for his efforts to teach and reform them. That is why 
there is not a single verse in the Holy Qur'an, which 
should dissuade the Holy prophet from calling 

even such people to Islam. From this, we may infer that 
the man who strives to spread the Word of Allah and to 
reform his fellow men does always get a reward for his 
good deed, even if he has not been effective. 

A doubt removed 

We may also answer a question, which sometimes 
arises in connection with the second of these two 
verses that speaks of the hearts and the ears of the 
disbelievers have been sealed and of their eyes being 
covered. We find a similar statement in another verse 
of the Holy Qur'an: 
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Sealed Heart 


No. But what they did has rusted their hearts. (83: 1 4) 

Which make it plain that are their arrogance and their 
evil deeds themselves that have settled on their hearts, 
as rust. In the verse under discussion, it is this very rust, 
which is been described as 'a seal,' or 'a covering. So, 
there is no occasion here to raise the objection that if 
Allah Himself has sealed their hearts and blocked their 
senses, they are helpless and cannot be held 
responsible for being disbelievers, and hence they 
should not be punished for what they have not 
themselves chosen to do. If we consider the two verses 
(2:7 and 83:14) together, we can easily see why they 
shell be punished. In adopting the way of arrogance 
and pride they have wilfully and out of their own 
choice destroyed their capacity for accepting the 
truth, and thus they themselves are the authors of their 
own ruin. But Allah, a Creator of all the actions of His 
creatures, has in verse 2:7 attributed to Himself the 
setting of a seal on the hearts and the ears of the 
disbelievers, and has thus pointed out that when these 
people insisted, as a matter of their own choice, on 
destroying their aptitude for receiving the truth. Allah 
produced, as is His way in such cases, the state of 
insensitivity in their hearts and senses. 

Tafseer Marif ul Quran 
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( Allnaam - 6:46) 

Say: Tell me, if Allah takes away your hearing and your 
sights and sets a seal on your hearts, which god other 
than Allah can bring these back to you? See how We 
put forth Our verses in various forms? Yet, still they turn 
away. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) says, 

Allah said to His Messenger (Xyfe), say, 

O Muhammad (,&&), to those rebellious liars. 

Tell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight. 
Just, as He gave these senses to you. 

In another Ayyat, Allah said; it is He Who has created 
you, and endowed you with hearing, seeing. (67:23) 

The Ayyat above might also mean that Allah will not 
allow the disbelievers to benefit from these senses in 
religious terms. This is why He said next, 
and sealed up your hearts. 

He also said in other Ayyat, or who owns hearing and 
sight! (10:31) and. And know that Allah comes in 
between a person and his heart. 

Allah said; Is there a god other than Allah who could 
restore them to you! 
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Meaning is there anyone except Allah who is able to 
give you back these senses if Allah took them from you! 
Only Allah is able to do so, and this is why He said here, 

See how variously We explain the Ayyat, 
and make them plain and clear, testifying to Allah's 
Oneness in lordship and that those worshipped besides 
Him are all false and unworthy. 

Yet they turn aside. 

After this explanation, they still turn away from the truth 
and hinder people from following it. 

Allah's statement, Say: "Tell me, if the punishment of 
Allah comes to you suddenly..." 

Means, while you are unaware -- or during the night - 
striking you all of a sudden. 

Or openly during the day, or publicly, will any be 
destroyed except the wrongdoing people. 

This torment only strikes those who commit injustice 
against themselves by associating others with Allah, 
while those who worship Allah alone without partners 
will be saved from it, and they will have no fear or 
sorrow. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[6:46] Hazrat Jalaluddin Sayuti mentioned in his Tafseer. 

Say, to the people of Makkah: ‘Have you considered; 
inform me, if Allah were to seize your hearing, [if] He 
was to make you deaf, and your sight, [if] He were to 
make you blind and set, stamp, and a seal upon your 
hearts. So that you no longer knew anything, who is the 
god other than Allah to give it back to you?’ that 
which He took away from you, as you [are wont to] 

68 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

claim? See how We dispense, [how] We make clear, 
the signs, the proofs of Our Oneness! Yet thereafter 
they are turning away, they reject them and do not 
believe. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


Say, "Tell me, if Allah takes away your hearing and your 
sights and sets a seal on your hearts, which god other 
than Allah can bring it back to you?" See how We bring 
forth a variety of Verses, still they turn away. 

Say, "Tell me if the punishment of Allah comes upon you 
abruptly or manifestly, shall any people be destroyed 
except the unjust?" 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




jl jS - 2.3 


( AlAaraf -7T00) 


Sj 




Have all these events still not taught a lesson to those 
who inherit the land after its (former) inhabitants, that if 
We so willed. We could afflict them for their sins? But 
We seal their hearts, so that they do not listen. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said, 

Allah says, is it not guidance for those who inherit the 
earth from its previous inhabitants that had We willed, 
We would have punished them for their sins. 


Ibn Abbas (RA) commented on Allah's statement, 
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"(Allah says,) did We not make clear to them that had 
We willed, We would have punished them because of 
their sins!" 

Mujahid and several others said similarly. 

Abu Jafar bin Jarir At-Tibri explained this Ayyat, 

"Allah says, 'Did We not make clear to those who 
succeeded on the earth after destroying the previous 
nations who used to dwell in that land. Then they 
followed their own ways, and behaved as they did and 
were unruly with their Lord. (Did We not make clear to 
them) that, (that had We willed. We would have 
punished them for their sins) by bringing them the same 
end that was decreed for those before them. And We 
seal up their hearts. We place a cover over their heart, 
so that they hear not, words of advice or reminding’" 

Similarly, Allah said. Is it not a guidance for them: how 
many generations We have destroyed before them, in 
whose dwellings they walk Verily, in this are signs 
indeed for men of understanding. (20: 1 28) 

Is it not guidance for them: how many generations We 
have destroyed before them in whose dwellings they 
do walk about Verily, therein indeed are signs. Would 
they not then listen! (32:26) 

and, Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not 
leave (the world for the Hereafter). And you dwelt in 
the dwellings of men who wronged themselves! 
(14:44-45) 
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Also, Allah said. And how many a generation before 
them have We destroyed! Can you find a single one of 
them or hear even a whisper of them! (1 9:98) 

Meaning, do you see any of them or hear their voices. 

There are many other Ayyat that testify that Allah's 
torment strikes His enemies, while His bounty reaches His 
faithful believers. Thereafter comes Allah's statement, 
and He is the Most Truthful, the Lord of all that exists. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[7:100] Allama Sayuti (ra) said. 

Has it not been shown, [has it not] become clear, to 
those who inherit the earth, as a [place of] habitation, 
after, the destruction of, those who inhabited it that, 
(an is the softened form and constitutes the subject [of 
the verb], its noun having been omitted, in other words 
[understand it as] annahu), if We will. We could smite 
them, with chastisement, for their sins?, as We smote 
those before them? (the hamza in the four instances 
are meant to indicate rebuke, and the [particles] fa, 
‘so’, and wa, ‘and’, which have been inserted in two 
instances [each], are meant to indicate a supplement; 
a variant reading [for a-wo-amina ] has aw amina, ‘or 
do [they] feel secure’, in the [second] instance, as a 
supplement). And, We, seal up their hearts so that they 
do not hear, the admonition, in a way so as to reflect. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) described this Ayyat as 
fallows, 
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Is it not a guidance to those who inherit the land after 
its (former) inhabitants that, if We so will, We would 
afflict, them for their sins. And We seal their hearts so 
that they do not listen. 

After relating events of the early people, the above 
verses invite the people of Arabia and the people of 
the world to take lesson from these events by 
abstaining from deeds that incurred Allah's wrath, and 
by following the practices that led the Prophets (AS) 
and their believers to eternal success. The verse 100 
speaks " Is it not a guidance to those who inherit the 
land after its (former) inhabitants that, if We so will, We 
would afflict them for their sins?" The, word ( Yohdi , 
Huda ) signifies to guide or to inform. The events 
narrated above have been made the subject of the 
verb, [Yohdi) guide. The verse implies that these events 
should serve as a lesson and a means of guidance for 
later generations who have inherited the land from 
their earlier owners. They too, can incur the punishment 
of Allah for their disbelief just as their ancestors met the 
fate of ruin and disaster for their disobedience. 
Thereafter, the verse says: 

"And We seal their hearts so that they do not listen" 


The word: (fbaa) used for printing or stamping. It 

implies that these people have taken no lesson from 
the past events with the result that they incurred the 
wrath of Allah making their hearts sealed. They are, 
therefore, unable to listen to the truth. The Holy Prophet 
(A&) said in a tradition, "When one commits sin for the 
first time a black dot is placed on his heart, if he keeps 
committing sins for the second and third times the 
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second and third dots are placed. If one increases in 
his sins without repenting to Allah, these black spots 
keep increasing until the whole heart is painted black." 
This ultimately deprives man of his natural faculty of 
distinguishing right from wrong. This, consequently, 
leads one to receive evil as good and good as evil, 
harmful as useful and useful as harmful. 

This perversion of human understanding has been 
termed in the Holy Qur'an as ’ ran' signifying the rust of 
the heart. In this verse, as in many other verses of the 
Holy Qur'an, this stage is been named as ’tabu". The 
result of their hearts being sealed has been mentioned 

at the end of the verse by saying ( J$) "so that 

they do not listen". 

One may think that it is more appropriate expression in 

this context was ^4i"they do not understand" 

as the adverse effect of sealing, of the heart is 
obviously related to the faculty of understanding and 
not to the listening. The Holy Qur'an has used the word 
listen' to indicate that understanding is usually the result 
of listening to the truth. Now, since their hearts are 
been sealed they are rendered unable to listening the 
truth. Another explanation to this may be that all 
human faculties and limbs are controlling by human 
heart, that is, the function of all human parts is 
adversely affect by malfunctioning of the heart. When 
one loves anyone or anything, he likes everything - 
good or bad - in that person or object. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Sealed Heart 


9 S '*'*'*'**> ^ 99 

\sJLi 5 JL - 2.4 


( AlAaraf-7:101) © 

Those are the towns We narrate to you their important 
events. Surely their messengers came to them with 
clear signs, but they were not able to believe in what 
they had rejected earlier. This is how Allah seals the 
hearts of the disbelievers. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir highlighted this Ayyat, 

After narrating the stories of the people of Prophets 
Nuh (AS), Hud (AS), Salih (AS), Lut (AS) and Shu'ayb 
(AS), destroying the disbelievers, saving the believers, 
warning these nations by explaining the truth to them 
with the evidence sent in the words of His Messengers, 
may Allah's peace and blessings be on them all, Allah 
said; 


Those were the towns that We relate to you (O 
Muhammad their story, (and news), 

And there came indeed to them their Messengers with 
clear proofs, and evidences of the truth of what they 
brought them. 

Allah said in other Ayyat, 

And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger 
(to give warning). (1 7.1 5) 

and. That is some of the news of the towns which We 
relate unto you; of them, some are standing, and some 
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have been reaped. We wronged them not, but they 
wronged themselves. (1 1 :1 00-1 01 ) 


Allah said but they were not such who would believe 
in what they had rejected before. 

According to the Tafseer of Ibn Atiyyah, 

Meaning: they would not have later on believed in 
what the Messengers brought them, because they 
denied the truth when it first came to them (although 
they recognized it), 

This explanation is sound, and is supported by Allah's 
statement. 

And what will make you perceive that if it came, they 
will not believe. And We shall turn their hearts and their 
eyes away (from guidance), as they refused to believe 
therein for the first time. (6:1 09-1 1 0) 

This is why Allah said here, 

Thus Allah does seal up the hearts of the disbelievers. 
And most of them We found not... 

Meaning, We did not find most of the previous nations, 
true to their covenant, but most of them We found to 
indeed be rebellious. 

This Ayyat means, We found most of them to be 
rebellious, deviating away from obedience and 
compliance. 

The covenant mentioned here is the Fitrah that Allah 
instilled in them while still in their fathers' loins, and 
taking their covenant, that He is their Lord, King, and 
that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. 
They affirmed this covenant and testified against 
themselves to this fact. However, they defied this 
covenant, threw it behind their backs and worshipped 
others besides Allah, having no proof or plea, nor 
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support from rationality or by divine law. Surely, the 
pure Fitrah defies these actions, while all the honorable 
Messengers, from beginning to end, forbade them. 
(Muslim collected the Hadith), 

Allah said, "I created My servants Hunafa (monotheists), 
but the devils came to them and deviated them from 
their religion and prohibited them what I allowed 
them." 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, 

Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents 
who turn him into a Jew, a Christian or a Zoroastrian. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 7 : 101 ] 

Those towns, which have been mentioned, We relate 
to you, O Muhammad (;£$&), some of their tidings, 
[some of] the stories of their peoples. Verily their 
messengers brought them clear proofs, manifest 
miracles, but they would not believe, when these 
[signs]came to them, in what they had denied, 
disbelieved in, before these [signs] came to them; nay, 
they persisted in disbelief. Thus does Allah seal up the 
hearts of the disbelievers. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti-e-Azam of Pakistan mentioned in his Tafseer, 

Those are the towns We narrate to you of their 
important events. Surely, their messengers came to 
them with clear signs, but they were not to believe in 
what they had belied earlier. This is how Allah seals the 
hearts of the disbelievers. [101] 
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And We did not find with most of them any covenant 
(unbroken), and surely We have found most of them 
sinners. 

After relating events of the early people, the above 
verses invite the people of Arabia and the people of 
the world to take lesson from these events by 
abstaining from deeds that incurred Allah's wrath, and 
by following the practices that led the prophets and 
their believers to eternal success. 

This verse has contained the phrase ( & CUJi. JJ5 jyOl sh 

IgjLpT ) are stories of the towns that We narrate to you." 

The word: nobo in Arabic used to denote some great 
news. With the word: 'min' the verse has indicated that 
the events described in these verses are only some of a 
large number of events bearing the same lesson. The 
verse has further said, "And surely, their messengers 
came to them with clear signs, but they were not to 
believe in what they had belied earlier." It brings out 
their obstinate attitude towards the prophets who 
came to them with clear signs or miracles, which are a 
definite means to decide between right and wrong but 
they obstinately rejected the truth, only because they 
had once belied them. 

We know from this verse that miracles given to all the 
prophets. The miracles of some prophets have 
mentioned while the miracles of most of the prophets 
have not referred to in the Holy Qur'an. This does not 
allow one to infer that the prophets not mentioned in 
the Quran were not been given any miracles. As for the 
statement of the people of the prophet Hud (AS), 
appearing in Surah Hud as "you did not bring any clear 
sign", this verse has clearly indicated that their 
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statement was simply out of their obstinacy or, maybe 
they thought his miracles were of less significance. 

Another point to be noted that the present verse is 
speaking of the peculiarity of the disbelieving people 
who rigidly and obstinately followed the path of 
ignorance, only to prove that what they had once said 
was true, with no regard to all the clear signs and 
proofs of the truth. Most of the Muslims, even some 
Vicuna' (the religious scholars) seen to have the same 
habit of supporting their wrong statements in the face 
of clear proofs of the truth. This condition is a usual 
cause of incurring Allah's wrath. fMasail al Suluk’) 

Thereafter, the verse said, "This is how Allah stamps 
upon the hearts of the disbelievers' that is, Allah seals 
the hearts of those who disbelieve and reject the truth, 
making them unable to accept well as good. 

"And We did not find with most of them any covenant 
(unbroken)." The Companion 'Abdullah ibn Abbas (RA) 
has said that the covenant referred to in this verse is the 
Covenant called (Ahd-e-alest) . That is, the covenant 
that Allah made with the spirits of all the creatures 
before creating them, when Allah said to them. Am I 
not your Lord?" All the human spirits entered into a 
covenant by answering" Yes" to the question. Most of 
the people forgot this covenant after they came to 
earth, and got involved in worshipping false gods 
instead of worshipping Allah. The verse, therefore, has 
said that Allah did not find most of the people true to 
this covenant. (Tafseer Kabir) 

The respected companion 'Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (RA) 
has said that the covenant referred to in this verse is the 
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covenant of 'Iman' the Faith as has been indicated in 
the Holy Qur'an in these words “Except the one who 
entered into a covenant with (Allah), the covenant in 
this verse signifies the covenant of Faith. The verse, 
therefore, implies that most of the people deviated 
from their covenant with Allah. We usually note that 
nearly every individual when he finds himself trapped in 
some distress, no matter how sinful he is, turns to Allah 
and often makes a promise in words or in his heart that 
he will be faithful to Allah and obey Him and avoid 
disobedience if he is relieved from this calamity. But 
when they are out of the mess, they indulge in their 
mundane desires having no regard for their covenant 
with Allah. 

The Holy Qur'an has made mention of many of such 
people. It may be noted that the verse has made 
exception by saying 'most of them' and not 'all of 
them'. It is because there are people whom so 
perverted that even in their distress, they do not turn to 
Allah, and they do not think of making any promise 
with Allah, while there are others who fulfil their promise 
and stay obedient to Him. At the end, the verse has the 
phrase "We found most of them sinners." That is, most of 
the people deviate from their covenant of staying 
obedient to Allah. 

The above verses have described five events of earlier 
people so that present people may learn lesson from 
them and avoid following the course of their ancestors 
that led them to disaster. 

Of all the events of early people described in this 
chapter, the next event is of prophet Musa (AS) that 
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has been describes in some detail in the following 
verses because his miracles are larger in number and 
more prominent in their nature. Similarly, his people, the 
Israelites, were more obstinate and ignorant than other 
people of the world. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( At Touba -9:87) 

They are happy to be with women who sit back, and 
their hearts are sealed; so they do not understand 


Regarding this Ayyat Hazrat Ibne Kathir (ra) said, 

And when a Surah is revealed, enjoining them to 
believe in Allah and to strive hard and fight along with 
His Messenger (X$&), the wealthy among them ask your 
leave to exempt them and say, "Leave us (behind), we 
would be with those who sit (at home)." 

They are content to be with those who sit behind. Their 
hearts are sealed up, so they understand not. 

Admonishing Those Who did not join the Jihad 

Allah chastises and admonishes those who stayed 
away from Jihad and refrained from performing it, 
even though they had the supplies, means and ability 
to join it. They asked the Messenger (;£$&) for permission 
to stay behind, saying, 

"Leave us (behind), we would be with those who sit (at 
home)." 
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Thus accepting for themselves the shame to lagging 
behind with women, after the army had left. If war 
starts, such people are the most cowardice, but when 
it is safe, they are the most boastful among men. 

Allah described them in another Ayyat, 

Then when fear comes, you will see them looking to 
you, their eyes revolving like (those of) one over whom 
hovers death; but when the fear departs, they will smite 
you with sharp tongues. (33:19) 

Their tongues direct their harsh words against you, 
when it is safe to do so. In battle, however, they are the 
most cowardice among men. 

Allah said in other Ayyat, 

Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down 
(for us)! But when a decisive Surah (explaining and 
ordering things) is sent down, and fighting is mentioned 
therein, you will see those in whose hearts is a disease 
looking at you with a look of one fainting to death. But 
it was better for them. Obedience (to Allah) and good 
words (were better for them). And when the matter is 
resolved on, then if they had been true to Allah, it 
would have been better for them. (47:20-21) 

Allah said next, they are content to be with those who 
sit behind. Their hearts are sealed up, because of their 
staying away from Jihad and from accompanying the 
Messenger (X<fe) in Allah's cause, so they understand 
not. They neither understand what benefits them so 
that they do not perform it nor what hurts them so that 
they avoid it. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[ 9 : 87 ] 

They are content to be with those who stay behind 
( khawalif is the plural of kholifa, meaning the women 
who ‘stay behind’ [t akhallafna] at home) and a seal 
has been set upon their hearts, so they do not 
understand, [what is] good. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And when a Surah is revealed (saying), "Believe in Allah 
and carry out jihad in the company of His Messenger 
(Afe)" the capable ones from them seek your 
permission and say, "Let us remain with those sitting 
back." They are happy to be with women who sit back, 
and their hearts are sealed; so they do not understand. 

Once again, the present verses carry the description of 
hypocrites who had avoided participating in the battle 
of Tabuk under one or the other pretext. Among such 
hypocrites, there were some rich people as well. Their 
affluent life could have made Muslims ask, 'when these 
people are so unacceptable with Allah, why did they 
have to get all those blessings in this world?’ 

In response, it was said that a little thinking would 
unfold the reality behind what they possess in the form 
of wealth and children. These are no mercy and 
blessing for them. Instead, these are their trial and 
punishment in this world - not to say much about the 
additional punishment due in the Hereafter. It is not 
difficult to understand the reason. They love wealth, 
guard it and keep worrying as to how they can go on 
increasing it. They are never at peace. They collect 
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things of comfort around them but genuine peace and 
comfort never knock at their doors, for they are things 
of the heart. And since this engrossment in the pursuit 
of wealth makes them heedless towards the concerns 
of the Hereafter, they indulge in acts of disobedience 
to their Creator that in turn becomes the cause of their 
punishment. So, whether a cause or its effect, it remains 
a punishment. This is the reason why the Qur'an has 
used the words :( to punish them with these) in the 
sense that Allah Taala waits to punish them by and 
through these very possessions. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 





2.6 


( At Touba -9 :93 ) 

Blame lies, in fact, on those who ask you permission 
despite being rich. They are happy being with women 
who sit back. Allah has sealed their hearts; so they do 
not know. 


While explaining about this Ayyat Ibne Kathir (ra) said, 
The means (of complaint) is only against those who are 
rich, and yet ask exemption. 

They are content to be with (the women) who sit 
behind (at home) and Allah has sealed up their hearts 
so that they know not (what they are losing). 
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Legitimate Excuses for staying away from Jihad 

Allah says; There is no blame on those who are weak or 
ill or who find no resources to spend, if they are sincere 
and true (in duty) to Allah and His Messenger (Afe). 

Allah mentions here the valid excuses that permit one 
to stay away from fighting. He first mentions the 
excuses that remain with a person, the weakness in the 
body that disallows one from Jihad, such as blindness, 
limping, and so forth. He then mentions the excuses 
that are not permanent, such as an illness that would 
prevent one from fighting in the cause of Allah, or 
poverty that prevents preparing for Jihad. There is no 
sin in these cases if they remain behind, providing that 
when they remain behind, they do not spread malice 
or try to discourage Muslims from fighting, but all the 
while observing good behavior in this state, just as Allah 
said. No means (of complaint) can there be against 
the doers of good. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 

Al-Awza'i said, "The people went out for the Istisqa' 
(rain) prayer. Bilal bin Sa'd stood up, praised Allah and 
thanked Him then said, 'O those who are present! Do 
you concur that wrong has been done.' 

They said, 'Yes, by Allah!' 

He said, 'O Allah! We hear your statement, (No means 
(of complaint) can there be against the doers of 
good). O Allah! We admit our errors, so forgive us and 
give us mercy and rain.' 

He then raised his hands and the people also raised 
their hands, and rain was sent down on them." 
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Nor (is there blame) on those who came to you to be 
provided with mounts. 


Mujahid said; "It was revealed about Bani Muqarrin 
from the tribe of Muzaynah." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Al-Hasan said that the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said. 

Some people have remained behind you in Al- 
Madinah; and you never spent anything, crossed a 
valley, or afflicted hardship on an enemy, but they 
were sharing the reward with you. 

He then recited the Ayyat, Nor (is there blame) on 
those who came to you to be provided with mounts, 
when you said: "I can find no mounts for you." 

This Hadith has a basis in the Two Sahihs from Anas (RA), 
the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

Some people have remained behind in Al-Madinah 
and you never crossed a valley or marched forth, but 
they were with you. 

They said, "While they are still at Al-Madinah?" 

He said. Yes, as they have been held back by a (legal) 
excuse. They turned back, with their eyes overflowing 
with tears of grief that they could not find anything to 
spend. 

Then Allah says; The means (of complaint) is only 
against those who are rich, and yet ask exemption. 
They are content to be with (the women) who sit 
behind (at home), Allah criticized those who seek 
permission to remain behind while they are rich, 
admonishing them for wanting to stay behind with 
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women who remained in their homes, and Allah has 
sealed up their hearts, so that they know not (what 
they are losing). 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 9 : 93 ] 

The way [of blame] is only against those who ask leave 
of you, to stay behind, when they are rich. They are 
content to be with those who stay behind and Allah 
has set a seal on their hearts, so that they do not know: 
a similar statement has already been made. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


According to Mufti Shafi (ra) 

Blame lies, in fact, on those who ask you permission 
despite being rich. They are happy being with women 
who sit back. And Allah has sealed their hearts; so they 
do not know. 

There were hypocrites who had taken permission from 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&) under false pretexts because of 
their disbelief and hypocrisy. And then there were the 
arrogant ones who did not bother about excuses and 
permissions and just sat back. They told there that they 
were not excusable and that there was a painful 
punishment waiting for those of them who practiced 
disbelief and hypocrisy. 

The present verses mention sincere Muslims who 
deprived of participation in Jihad because they were 
genuinely incapable of doing so. Some of them were 
blind, sick, or handicapped. Their excuse was all too 
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evident. Then, there were some of those who were 
ready to take part in Jihad, in fact, were 'dying' to go 
into the Jihad, but they could not make the trip 
because they did not have an animal to ride on. The 
journey was long and the weather was very hot. They 
told the Holy Prophet (X$&) how eager they were to 
participate in the Jihad but how unfortunate that they 
had nothing to ride on. They requested him to see if 
they could have some mounts. 

There are many events of this nature recorded in books 
of Exegesis and History. So, different things happened. 
To some of them who came initially, the Holy Prophet 
(A&) had no choice but to say that they had no 
arrangements to provide mounts to warriors. But, these 
people returned from him weeping and when they 
kept weeping in despair, Allah Taala took care of them 
in His own way. Six camels arrived before the Holy 
Prophet (Afe) right at that time. He let them have 
these. (Tafseer Mazhari) 

Then, Sayyidna 'Uthman (RA) arranged mounts for 
three of them, although he had already made similar 
arrangements for many more of them earlier. 

Ultimately, there were some of them still left out for the 
simple reason that they could not find a mount. 
Rendered very helpless, they could do nothing about 
their aspirations for Jihad. These are the kinds of people 
mentioned in the cited verses whose excuse accepted 
by Allah Taala. However, at the end, the warning was 
repeating by saying that particularly cursed are those 
who, despite their ability, elected to stay away from 
Jihad like women. The sentence: 
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(Blame lies, in fact, on those who ask your permission 
despite being rich - 93) means exactly this. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




( Younus -1074) 

Then, after him. We sent messengers to their peoples, 
and they came to them with clear signs, but they were 
not to believe in what they had rejected earlier. This is 
how We seal the hearts of the transgressors. 

In the explanation of this Ayyat Moulana Ibne Kathir 
has written in his Tafseer, 

Then after him We sent Messengers to their people. 
They brought them clear proofs, but they would not 
believe what they had already rejected beforehand. 
Thus We seal the hearts of the transgressors. 

Meaning; Then after Nuh (AS) We sent Messengers to 
their people. 

Allah said: Then after him We sent Messengers to their 
people. They brought them clear proofs, 

Allah tells that they brought them clear proofs and 
evidences of the truth that they came with. But they 
would not believe what they had already rejected 
beforehand, 
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meaning the nations did not believe what their 
Messengers brought to them because they already 
rejected it from the beginning. 

Allah said: And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes 
away (from guidance). (6:1 10) 

He then said here, 

Thus We seal the hearts of the transgressors. 

This means that as Allah has set seals on the hearts of 
those people, such that they would not believe since 
they previously rejected faith. He would also set seals 
on the hearts of the people that are like them, who will 
come after them. 

They would not believe until they see the severe 
torment. This means that Allah destroyed the nations 
after Nuh (AS). He destroyed the nations that rejected 
the Messengers and saved those who believed from 
among them. 

From the time of Adam (AS) to Nuh (AS), people 
followed Islam. Then they invented the worship of idols. 
So Allah sent Nuh (AS) to them. That is why the believers 
will say to him on the Day of Resurrection, "You are the 
first Messenger of Allah sent to the people of the earth." 

Ibn Abbas said: 

"There were ten generations between Adam (AS) and 
Nuh (AS), and all of them were following Islam." 

Allah also said: And how many generations have We 
destroyed after Nuh! (17:17) 

This was a serious warning to the Arab pagans, who 
rejected the leader and last of the Messengers and 
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Prophets. If the people before them who rejected their 
Messengers had received this much punishment, then 
what did they think will happen to them since they 
perpetrated even greater sins than others before them. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 10 : 74 ] 

Allama Sayuti mentioned, 

Then, after him, that is, [after] Noah (AS), We sent 
messengers to their people, such as Abraham (AS), Hud 
(AS) and Salih (AS), and they brought them clear 
proofs, miracles, but it was not for them to believe in 
that which they had denied before, that is, before the 
sending of Messengers to them. Thus do We seal, stamp 
[upon], the hearts of the transgressors — so that they 
cannot accept faith — in the same way that We 
sealed the hearts of those [before], 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Then, after Nuh (AS), We sent Messengers to their 
peoples, and they came to them with clear signs, but 
they were not to believe in what they had belied 
earlier. This is how We seal the hearts of the 
transgressors. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


SoAjt - 2.8 

( AnNehl - 1 6:108) © (j 1 _$ 1 5 
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Those are the ones Allah has set a seal on whose 
hearts, ears and eyes; and they are the heedless. 

Ibne Kathir (ra) discussed about this Ayyat as. 

They are those upon whose hearts, hearing (ears) and 
sight (eyes) Allah has set a seal over. And they are the 
heedless! 

Allah's Wrath against the Apostate, except for the One 
Who is forced into Disbelief 

Allah says: Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief - 
except one who was forced while his heart is at peace 
with the faith - but whoever opens their breasts to 
disbelief, on them is wrath from Allah, and theirs will be 
a terrible torment. 

Allah tells that He is angry with them who willingly 
disbelieve in Him after clearly believing in Him, who 
open their hearts to disbelief finding peace in that, 
because they understood the faith yet they still turned 
away from it. 

That is because they preferred the life of this world over 
that of the Hereafter. And Allah does not guide the 
people who disbelieve. 

They will suffer severe punishment in the Hereafter, 
because they preferred this life to the Hereafter, and 
they left the faith for the sake of this world and Allah 
did not guide their hearts and help them to stand firm 
in the true religion. 

They are those upon whose hearts, hearing (ears) and 
sight (eyes) Allah has set a seal over. And they are the 
heedless! 
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He put a seal on their hearts so that they would not be 
able to understand what is beneficial for them, and He 
sealed their ears and eyes so that they would not 
benefit from them. Their faculties did not help them at 
all, so they are unaware of what is going to happen to 
them. No doubt, 

Means, it is inevitable, and no wonder that those who 
are like this - in the Hereafter, they will be the losers. 
Meaning, they will lose themselves and their families on 
the Day of Resurrection. Except one who was forced 
while his heart is at peace with the faith. 

This is an exception in the case of one who utters 
statements of disbelief and verbally agrees with the 
Mushrikin because he is forced to do so by the beatings 
and abuse to which he is subjected, but his heart 
refuses to accept what he is saying, and he is, in reality, 
at peace with his faith in Allah and His Messenger 


The scholars agreed that if a person is forced into 
disbelief, it is permissible for him to either go along with 
them in the interests of self-preservation, or to refuse, as 
Bilal did when they were inflicting all sorts of torture on 
him, even placing a huge rock on his chest in the 
intense heat and telling him to admit others as partners 
with Allah (sfc>). 

He refused, saying, "Alone, Alone." 

And he said, "By Allah, if I knew any word more 
annoying to you than this, I would say it." 

May Allah be pleased with him. 
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Similarly, when the Liar Musaylimah asked Habib bin 
Zayd Al-Ansari, "Do you bear witness that Muhammad 
(A&) is the Messenger of Allah!" 

He said, "Yes." 

Then Musaylimah asked, "Do you bear witness that I am 
the messenger of Allah!" 

Habib said, "I do not hear you." 

Musaylimah kept cutting him, piece by piece, but he 
remained steadfast insisting on his words. 

It is better and preferable for the Muslim to remain 
steadfast in his religion, even if that leads to him being 
killed, as was mentioned by Al-Hafiz Ibn Asakir in his 
biography of Abdullah bin Hudhafah Al-Sahmi (RA), 
one of the Companions. 

He said that; he was taken prisoner by the Romans, 
who brought him to their king. The king said, "Become a 
Christian, and I will give you a share of my kingdom 
and my daughter in marriage." 

Abdullah said: "If you were to give me all that you 
possess and all that Arabs possess to make me give up 
the religion of Muhammad (;&&) even for an instant, I 
would not do it." 

The king said, "Then I will kill you." 

Abdullah said, "It is up to you." 

The king gave orders that he should be crucified, and 
commanded his archers to shoot near his hands and 
feet while ordering him to become a Christian, but he 
still refused. Then the king gave orders that he should 
be brought down, and that a big vessel made of 
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copper be brought and heated up. Then, while 
Abdullah (RA) was watching, one of the Muslim 
prisoners was brought out and thrown into it, until all 
that was left of him was scorched bones. 

The king ordered him to become a Christian, but he still 
refused. Then he ordered that Abdullah (RA) be thrown 
into the vessel, and he was brought back to the pulley 
to be thrown in. 

Abdullah (RA) wept, and the king hoped that he would 
respond to him, so he called him, but Abdullah (RA) 
said, 

"I only weep because I have only one soul with which 
to be thrown into this vessel at this moment for the sake 
of Allah; I wish that I had as many souls as there are 
hairs on my body with which I could undergo this 
torture for the sake of Allah." 

According to some reports, the king imprisoned him 
and deprived him of food and drink for several days, 
then he sent him wine and pork, and he did not come 
near them. Then the king called him and asked him, 
"What stopped you from eating" 

Abdullah (RA) said, 

"It is permissible for me (under these circumstances), 
but I did not want to give you the opportunity to gloat." 

The king said to him, "Kiss my head and I will let you go." 

Abdullah said, "And will you release all the Muslim 
prisoners with me!" 
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The king said, "Yes." 

So Abdullah kissed his head and he released him and 
all the other Muslim prisoners he was holding. 

When he came back, Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) said, 
"Every Muslim should kiss the head of Abdullah bin 
Hudhafah (RA), and I will be the first to do so." 

And he stood up and kissed his head. May Allah be 
pleased with them both. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[16:108] 

They are the ones on whose hearts Allah has set a seal, 
and on their hearing and their sight [as well], and they 
who are heedless, of what [punishment] is being 
prepared for them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


According to the commentary of Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi (RA) in his Tafseer: 

Whoever rejects his faith in Allah after having believed 
in Him- not the one who is put to duress while his heart is 
at peace with Faith, but the one who has opened the 
bosom for disbelief - the wrath of Allah is upon such 
people and for them there is a heavy punishment. [106] 
That is because they have preferred the worldly life to 
the Hereafter, and that Allah does not lead the 
disbelieving people to the right path. [107] 

Those are the ones Allah has put a seal on their hearts, 
their ears and their eyes; and they are the neglectful. 
[108] Invariably, they are the losers in the Hereafter. [109] 
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Religious ruling about a person who has been 
compelled to utter a word of infidelity (kufr) under the 
threat that he would be killed if he did not do that. If he 
feels that, in all likelihood, the people threatening him 
have full capability of doing just that, then, this is a 
state of duress. If he were to utter some word of 
disbelief verbally - but with a heart firm on Faith, a heart 
that shuns saying what is false and evil - then, there is 
no sin on him, nor will his wife become unlawful for him. 
(Qurtubi, Mazhari). 

This verse was revealed about the noble Sahaba who 
were arrested by the Mushriks. Their disbelieving 
captors had told them that they must return to infidelity 
failing, which they would be killed. 

Those so arrested were Sayyidna 'Ammar (RA) and his 
parents, Sayyidna Yasir and Sayyidah Sumayyah (RA), 
and Sayyidna Suhaib, Bilal and Khabbab (RA). Out of 
these, Sayyidna Yasir (RA) and his wife, Sayyidah 
Sumayyah (RA) totally refused to utter any word of 
disbelief. Sayyidna Yasir (RA) was killed while Sayyidah 
Sumayyah (RA) was tied in between two camels that 
were made to run which tore her apart in two separate 
body parts. This was how she met her shohodoh 
(martyrdom in the way of Allah). And these are the 
same two blessed souls who were the first to meet their 
shohodoh for the sake of Islam. Similarly, Sayyidna 
Khabbab (RA) totally refused to utter any word of 
disbelief and it was in perfect peace that he accepted 
the fate of been killed by the disbelievers. Out of the 
remaining, Sayyidna 'Ammar (RA) went by making a 
mere verbal declaration of his disbelief in the face of 
such a danger to his life, but his heart was perfectly 
satisfied and firmly set upon his Faith. 
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Once the enemy released him, he presented himself 
before the Holy Prophet (Afe) and narrated this event 
with great pain. The Holy Prophet (Afe) asked him, 
"When you were making this statement, what was 
going on in your heart?" He submitted, "As for my heart, 
it was at peace and firmly set on my Faith." The Holy 
Prophet (Ait) put him at rest by telling him that he was 
not to face any punishment for that. It was in 
confirmation of this verdict by him that the present 
verse was revealed. (Qurtubi, Mazhari) 

The Definition of ikrah or Compulsion 

Literally, Ikrah means using threat or violence to force a 
person to act against his or her will. Then, it has two 
degrees. In the first degree of Ikrah, one is not willing by 
heart to do something, but is also not that denuded of 
choice and volition to say no. In the terminology of 
Muslim jurists, this is known as ( ikrah ghayr mulji) 1 : state 
of compulsion not forced actually). Under such duress, 
saying any word of disbelief ( kufr ) or doing something 
unlawful ( haram ) does not become permissible. 
However, there are some supplementary injunctions, 
which do release some adverse effects even against 
this situation. Relevant details appear in Books of Fiqh. 
In the second degree of Ikrah, one is just sucked out of 
all choice so much so that should he fail to carry out 
the order of the perpetrators of this coercion (Ikrah), he 
would be killed or some of his organ is amputated. This, 
in the terminology of Muslim jurists, is called Ikrah Mulji' 
which means a compulsion which makes one totally 
choice less and helpless. When under the state of such 
duress, the mere verbalization of the word of disbelief - 
subject to the condition that one's heart is firm and at 
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peace with Faith - is permissible. Similarly, short of killing 
another human being, should one to be coerced to do 
some other unlawful deed, it will bring no sin to commit 
that unlawful act. 

But, the concessions given in both kinds of Ikrah are 
subject to a condition that the coercer threatening to 
do what he says he will do should actually be capable 
of doing just that. The coerced should have the 
overwhelming likelihood that should he fail to oblige 
him, he would go ahead and definitely do what he is 
threatening to do. 

Related Ruling 

There are two kinds of transactions. (1) Those in which 
the transaction can be effect only by mutual consent 
and heart felt willingness of the parties, like sale, gift, 
etc. There is the definitive authority of the Holy Qur'an 
to this effect. The Holy Qur'an says: "Do not eat up the 
wealth of others, unless there is a trade with mutual 
consent" (4:29) And then it appears in Hadith: 

The wealth and property of a Muslim does not 
become lawful unless it is with a whole-hearted 
pleasure from the person. 

If such transactions were to be arranged and executed 
under duress (with Ikrah), they have no validity in the 
sight of the Shari’ah of Islam. 

In normal practice, once the person concerned comes 
out of the state of Ikrah (compulsion, duress), he will 
have the option to reassess the sale or gift done under 
duress and exercise his free will to retain or cancel it. 
Then there are some transactions, which depend on 
verbal commitment only. Here, the intention and the 
volition in the heart or pleasure and will are not the 
binding conditions of the transaction - such as, 

98 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

marriage, divorce, revocation of divorce, freedom of a 
slave etc. For such matters, it said in Hadith: 


"There are three things in which not only the serious 
words, but also the no serious words are counted as 
serious". 

It means if two individuals go through the process of 
Offer and Acceptance in Marriage in accordance with 
attending conditions, or some husband divorces his 
wife by pronouncing it verbally or verbally revokes the 
divorce given by him earlier. Whether that be in jest 
with no intention in the heart for marriage or divorce or 
revocation - still, by a mere saying of the respective 
words, the marriage will stand solemnized, the divorce 
will become effective, and the revocation will turn out 
right. (Tafseer Mazhari) 

According to Imam Abu Hanifah, al-Sha'bi, Zuhri, 
Nakha'i and Qatadah, may the mercy of Allah be 
upon them, this very injunction applies to 'divorce 
under duress’ Tala q Mukrah. It means that such a 
person being under duress was though not ready to 
divorce willingly and by heart yet, rendered helpless, 
he uttered the words of divorce. Now, the actualization 
of divorce has connected with nothing but the 
pronouncing of the words of divorce. The intention and 
will of the heart is not a condition here - as proved from 
the Hadith cited above. Therefore, this divorce will 
become effective. 

But, according to Imam Shafa’i, and Sayyidna ’Ali and 
Sayyidna Ibn 'Abbas (RA), the 'divorce under duress' 
(under the state of Ikrah ) will not take effect because it 
appears in Hadith: 
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Removed away from my Ummah are mistake, 
forgetting and what they are compelled to under 
coercion (Reported by al-Tabarani from Sayyidna 
Thawban (ra) ) . 

According to Imam Abu Hanifah, this Hadith is related 
to injunctions of the 'Akhiroh (Hereafter), that is, 
something said or done contrary to the Shari'ah by 
mistake and forgetfulness or under duress will bring no 
sin. As for the rest of the injunctions pertaining to the 
mortal world as well as the incidences of doing, things 
like that therein are to occur as felt and sensed. It 
understood that the vestiges and rulings generated by 
this occurrence should continue to bring their relevant 
effects. 

For example, someone killed someone else by mistake, 
then, there is no doubt that he will neither incur the sin 
of killing him nor face the punishment of the Hereafter. 
But the way the tangible effect of killing has occurred 
in the form of the victim's loss of life, very similarly, its 
subsequent Islamic legal effect will also follow. His wife 
will, after the period of Iddoh, be able to enter a 
second marriage contract and the wealth and 
property left by him will be distributed in the form of 
inheritance to his legal heirs. Similarly, when words to 
the effect of divorce, marriage or revocation were said 
verbally, then, their consequential Islamic legal effect 
will also follow. (Mazhari, Qurtubi) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( Ar-Rum - 30:59) 

Thus, Allah seals up the hearts of those who do not 
believe. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) has written in his Tafseer; 

Thus does Allah seal up the hearts of those who know 
not. 

Parables in the Qur'an and how the Disbelievers do not 
learn from them 

Allah says: And indeed We have set forth for mankind, 
in this Qur'an every kind of parable. 

Means, ‘We have explained the truth to them and 
have made it clear to them, and have set forth for 
them parables so that they may understand the truth 
and follow it.' 

But if you bring to them any sign or proof, the 
disbelievers are sure to say (to the believers): "You 
follow nothing but falsehood and magic." 

If they were to see any kind of sign, whether it was at 
their own direction or otherwise, they would not believe 
in it and they would think that it was magic and 
falsehood, as they said when the moon was cleft 
asunder, etc., as Allah says: 

Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has 
been justified, will not believe. Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment. 
( 10 : 96 - 97 ) 
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Allah says here: 

Thus does Allah seal up the hearts of those who know 
not. So be patient. Verily, the promise of Allah is true; 
Meaning: ‘bear their stubborn opposition with 

patience, for Allah will fulfill His promise to grant you 
victory over them and cause you and those who follow 
you to prevail in this world and in the Hereafter.' 
and let not those who have no certainty of faith 
discourage you (from conveying Allah's Message). 

'Remain steadfast in the mission with which Allah has 
sent you, for it is truth in which there is no doubt. Do not 
turns away from it, for nowhere else is there truth which 
is to be followed; the truth rests exclusively in the 
Message with which you have been sent.' 

Reports concerning the Virtues of this Surah and that it 
is recommended to recite it during Fajr 

Imam Ahmad recorded from a man among the 
Companions of the Prophet that the Messenger of 
Allah led them in Fajr prayer and recited Ar-Rum 

in the prayer, but he became confused in his 
recitation. 

He said: 

We have become confused in our recitation of Qur'an, 
because some people among you are praying with us 
but they have not performed Wudu' properly. Whoever 
attends the prayer with us, let him perform Wudu' 
properly. 

This has a Hasan chain of narration, as the text itself is 
Hasan. 
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It contains amazing information, that the Prophet (X*&) 
was affected by the faulty Wudu' of some of those 
whom he was leading in prayer. This indicates that the 
prayer of the person who is praying in the 
congregation is connected to the prayer of the Imam. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[30:59]- Hazrat Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) mentioned; 

Thus does Allah seal the hearts of those who do not 
know, [anything of] Allah’s Oneness, in the same way 
that He has sealed the hearts of these [aforementioned 
individuals], (Tafseer Jalalain) 


According to Tafseer Marif ul Qur'an; 

Thus, Allah seals up the hearts of those who do not 
believe. [59] 

Would anyone be able to lie before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection? 

It is revealed in this verse that the infidels will lie on the 
Day of Resurrection in their swearing that they did not 
stay in the world or Barzakh for more than an hour. It is 
also revealed in another verse that the disbelievers will 
say on oath that they were not disbelievers (By Allah, 
our Lord, we ascribed no partners to Allah - 6:23). 

What needs to be understood here is that it will be 
Allah's court on the Day of Resurrection, and He will 
allow all and sundry to say whatever one wishes to say, 
whether one lies or speaks the truth. Allah is All- 
Knowledgeable and is not dependent on any one to 
find out what is false and what is true. When any one 
will speak a lie, his mouth will be sealed, and his skin, 
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hair and limbs will be asked to give evidence. They will 
relate the truth in full detail after which the liar will be 
left with no excuse. The verse (Today We set a seal on 
their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us. - 36:65) 
means the same. Some other Quranic verses reveal 
that there will be different occasions for the 
appearance of human beings before Allah Taala on 
the Day of Resurrection. On one such occasion, no one 
will have the right to speak without permission from 
Allah Taala, and he will have to speak nothing but 
truth. It will not be possible for him to speak a lie, as 
stated in the verse (They shall speak not, save him to 
whom the All-Merciful has given leave, and who speaks 
aright- 78:38). 

No one will be able to speak a lie in the grave 

As against this, it is related in some authentic A hadith 
concerning questions and answers in the grave that 
when it will be asked from the infidels 'who is your Lord? 
and ’who is Muhammad (Ait) they will answer. That is 
’Alas! I do not know anything'. If it were possible to 
speak a lie, he would have said 'Allah is my Lord' and 
'Muhammad ( Afe) is His Prophet.' It looks rather strange 
that infidels are capable of speaking lies before Allah 
Taala, but not before the angels. But when it is looked 
at deeply, the explanation is simple, that is the angels 
neither have the knowledge of the unknown nor can 
they seek evidence from the limbs to confute the liar. If 
they had the capability of speaking lies before the 
angels, then all infidels and sinners would have been 
carefree about the torment of the grave. On the other 
hand, Allah Taala knows even the secrets of hearts, 
and also has the power to elicit evidence from the 
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limbs and organs for exposing the liars. Therefore, 
allowing this freedom on the Day of Resurrection will 
not interfere with the rule of justice. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( Al Ghafir) Al Mo min - 40 :35 ) 

those who quarrel in Allah's verses without any 
authority having reached them. It is terribly hateful with 
Allah and with those who believe. That is how Allah 
stamps a seal on the entire heart of an arrogant tyrant. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said; 

Thus Allah leaves astray him who is a transgressor and a 
skeptic. 

Means, this is the state of the one whom Allah sends 
astray because of his sinful actions and the doubts in 
his heart. 

Those who dispute about the Ayyat of Allah, without 
any authority that has come to them. 

Means, those who attempt to refute truth with 
falsehood and who dispute the proof without evidence 
or proof from Allah, Allah will hate them with the utmost 
loathing. 

Allah says: it is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah 
and to those who believe. 
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Meaning: the believers too will despise those who are 
like this, and whoever is like this, Allah will put a seal on 
his heart so that after that he will not acknowledge 
anything good or denounce anything evil. 

Allah says: 

Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant. 
Meaning: so that they cannot follow the truth. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


40 : 35 ] 

Those who dispute the signs of Allah, His miracles 
(ollodhTna yujadilOna ff ayati’Llahi, the subject) without 
any warrant, any evidence, that has come to them — 
greatly hateful [is that], disputing of theirs (kabura, the 
predicate of the subject) in the sight of Allah and in the 
sight of those who believe. So, just as they have been 
led astray, Allah sets a seal, of misguidance, on the 
heart of every arrogant tyrant (read qolbin, ‘the heart 
of, with nutation, or without, qalbi). As the heart grows 
arrogant, so does the individual and vice versa ( kulli , in 
both readings, is meant to indicate the totality of the 
misguidance of such hearts, not the totality of the 
hearts). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And Yusuf (AS) had already come to you earlier with 
clear signs, but you remained in suspicion about what 
he brought to you - until when he died, you said, 'Allah 
will never send a messenger after him.' That is how Allah 
lets him go astray who crosses limits and lives in doubt, - 
those who quarrel in the matter of the verses of Allah 

106 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

without any authority having reached them. It is terribly 
hateful with Allah and with those who believe. That is 
how Allah stamps a seal on the entire heart of an 
arrogant tyrant." 

(That is how Allah stamps a seal on the entire heart of 
an arrogant tyrant). That is, the way the hearts of 
Pharaoh and Haman remained unaffected by the 
good counsel of Sayyidna Musa (AS) and the believer 
from the House of Pharaoh, similarly, Allah Taala 
cancels out or puts a seal on the heart of every such 
person who is arrogant and tyrannical (someone proud 
and arrogant, someone unjust and oppressive). When 
this happens, the effect is that the light of faith does 
not enter that heart, and one is render unable to 
distinguish between good and bad. In one ( qira'at : 
rendition of the Qur'an), the words for 'arrogant' and 
'tyrant' have been identified as attributes of the heart 
for the reason that the heart is the reservoir of all morals 
and deeds. Every deed, good or bad, is born in the 
heart. Therefore, it has been said in Hadith that there is 
a piece of flesh (heart) in the human body which, 
when it works right, it makes the whole body work right, 
and when it goes bad, it makes the whole body go 
bad. (Qurtubi) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Sealed Heart 




( As-Shoora - 42:24) 

Is it that they say. He has forged a lie against Allah? So, 
if Allah wills. He may put a seal on your heart. And Allah 
blots out falsehood and establishes truth with His words. 
Surely, He is fully aware of whaf lies in the hearts. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) says, 

Or say they: "He has invented a lie against Allah?" If 
Allah willed. He could have sealed up your heart. 

And Allah wipes out falsehood, and establishes the 
truth by His Word. Verily, He knows well what are in the 
breasts. 


The Accusation that the Prophet (Afe) fabricated the 
Qur'an -- and the Response to that 

Allah's saying; 

Or say they: "He has invented a lie against Allah!" If 
Allah willed, He could have sealed up your heart. 
Means, 'if you had invented any lies against Him, as 
these ignorant people claim, (He could have sealed up 
your heart). Means, 'and thus caused you to forget 
what had already come to you of the Qur'an.' 

This is like the Ayyat: 

And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us 
(Allah), We surely would have seized him by his right 
hand, and then We certainly would have cut off his life 


108 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

artery. And none of you could have withheld Us from 
(punishing) him. (69:44-47) 

Which means: 'We would have wrought the utmost 
vengeance upon him, and no one among mankind 
would have been able to protect him.' 

And Allah said: And Allah wipes out falsehood, 
and establishes the truth by His Word. 

Means, He establishes it and strengthens it and makes it 
clear by His Words, i.e., by His evidence and signs. 
Verily, He knows well what are in the breasts. 

Means: all that is hidden in the hearts of men. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[42:24] 

Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) says, 

Or (am here is like bal ) do they say, ‘He has invented a 
lie against Allah?’, in ascribing the Qur’an to Allah, 
exalted be He. For if Allah will, He can seal, He can 
fortify, your heart, with patience to endure the hurt they 
cause [you] by such sayings and otherwise — and Allah 
did this. And Allah will efface the falsehood, which they 
speak, and vindicate, confirm, the truth with His words, 
[the ones] revealed to His Prophet (Xyfe). Truly He is 
Knower of what is in the breasts, of what is in the hearts 
[of people], (Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi Usmani mentioned that, 

Is it that they say, "He has forged a lie against Allah"? 

So, if Allah wills. He may put a seal on your heart. ‘And 
Allah blots out falsehood and establishes truth with His 
words. Surely, He is fully aware of what lies in the hearts. 
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The verse conveys Allah Almighty's reply to those who 
held the prophet hood and messenger ship of the Holy 
Prophet (;£!$&) to be false, the Qur'an to be wrong and 
forged. The reply is based on a divine rule that miracles 
or events occurring against normal course, which 
cannot be performed by ordinary human beings, are 
created and shown through prophets, by Allah 
Almighty's Grace, to prove their prophet hood, without 
any discretion of the prophets themselves. 

Although some magicians also do perform such 
magical tricks but obviously, neither the prophets nor 
the magicians can perform any of these things without 
Allah Almighty's intent and scheme. He allows the 
magicians to perform their tricks as a measure of test 
and trial. However, to differentiate between magic 
and miracle and between a magician and a prophet, 
the rule devised by Him is that no false claimant of 
prophet hood can perform any magical trick 
successfully. Magical tricks can be performed 
successfully by one until he claims prophet hood. But 
the magic vanishes as soon as one lays a false claim of 
prophet hood. 

When Allah Taala bestows prophet hood and 
messenger ship on anyone, He also favours him with 
miracles and makes those miracles highly visible. Thus, 
He provides physical and decreed proof of his prophet 
hood. And He also confirms him in His Divine Book. 

In view of this rule, it should be understand that the 
Noble Qur'an is such a miracle that all the humans and 
all the Jins of this world are unable to produce even 
one verse comparable to the verse of the Qur'an. 
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Their inability to do so was proved in the days of the 
Holy Prophet and continues until today. A false 

claimant of prophet hood cannot accomplish such an 
open and obvious miracle. The Holy Prophet's (;£$&) 
claim to 'w ahy' and messenger ship is, therefore, 
correct and true, and those who hold it to be incorrect 
and forged are misguided calumniators. The deniers 
and opponents have been advised in the second 
verse that there is still time to give up and renounce 
their disbelief and 'Kufr'. Allah is very merciful and Most 
Beneficent; He accepts the repentance of those who 
truly repent, and forgives their sins. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( Aljasia - 45:23) 

So, have you seen him who has taken his desires as his 
god, and Allah has let him go astray, despite having 
knowledge, and has sealed his ear and his heart, and 
put a cover on his eye? Now who will guide him after 
Allah? Still, do you not take lesson? 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir gave the detail of this Ayyat in his 
Tafseer; 

Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god? 
And Allah, left him astray with knowledge, and sealed 
his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight. 
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Who then will guide him after Allah? Will you not then 
remember? 


Allah the Exalted said, 

Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god, 
who abides by his lust, and whatever his lust portrays as 
good he implements it, and whatever his lust portrays 
as evil, he abandons it! 

Allah's statement, 

And Allah left him astray with knowledge. 

It has two meanings. 

- One of them is that Allah knew that this person 
deserves to be misguided, so He left him astray. 

- The second meaning is that Allah led this person 
astray after knowledge reached him and the proof 
was established before him. 

The second meaning includes the first meaning, but not 
the opposite. 

Allah said, and sealed his hearing and his heart, and 
put a cover on his sight. 

So he does not hear what benefits him, understands 
not what would lead him to the guidance and sees not 
the evidence with which he can be enlightened. 

This is why Allah said, who then will guide him after 
Allah? Will you not then remember? 

Allah said in a similar Ayyat, Whomsoever Allah sends 
astray, none can guide him; and He lets them wander 
blindly in their transgressions. (7:1 86). 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[45:23] 

Have you then seen, inform Me [about], him who has 
taken as his god his [own] desire, [that is] whatever 
[new] stone he may desire after [having desired] some 
other stone, considering this [new one] to be better, 
and whom Allah has led astray knowingly, on His part, 
exalted be He. That is to say, knowing him to be of 
those who follow misguidance before he was created, 
and set a seal upon his hearing and his heart, so that 
he cannot hear guidance or understand it, and laid a 
covering, darkness, over his sight? So that he cannot 
perceive guidance (here one should understand as 
implied the second direct object of [the verb] a- 
ra’ayta, ‘have you seen’, namely: a-yahtadT, ‘can he 
find guidance?). So who will guide him after Allah?, 
that is to say, after His leading him astray? In other 
words, he will not find guidance. Will you not then 
remember?, [will you not then] be admonished? 
{tadhakkarOna: one of the two fa' letters [of the 
original form tatodhakkaruna ] has been assimilated 
with the dhal ). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Therefore, have you seen him who has taken his desires 
as his god, and Allah has let him go astray, despite 
having knowledge, and has sealed his ear and his 
heart, and put a cover on his eye? Now who will guide 
him after Allah? Still, do you not take lesson? 

("Have you seen him who has taken his desires as his 
god ... 45:23) In other words, he who has made his 
selfish desires his object of worship. Obviously, no 
unbeliever claims that his desires are his object of 
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worship. Keeping this in view, this verse of the Qur'an 
indicates that 'worship' actually means 'obedience'. 
Thus, anyone who undertakes to obey someone 
against the obedience of Allah makes him the object 
of his worship instead of Allah. There are people who 
ignore what Allah has declared lawful and unlawful or 
what has permitted and what has forbidden. People 
who do not care what Allah has forbidden and follow 
their whims and fancies, their desires are their god, in 
this sense, although they may not have uttered it by 
word of mouth. The same theme has been verified by 
an 'Arif: 

"My forehead has swollen by prostrating before the 
statues of beauty, although I claim to profess the 
religion of Islam." 

In this couplet, the poet has portrayed selfish desires as 
statues. He who takes his desires as his leader and 
follows them is as good as their worshipper that is why 
they have been described as their deities. 

Sayyidna Abu 'Umamah (RA) narrates that the 
Messenger of Allah (X*&) said, "Of all the deities 
worshipped under the firmament of the earth, the most 
detestable one in the sight of Allah is ha wo, that is, 
selfish desires. 

Sayyidna Shaddad Ibn 'Aws (RA) narrates that the 
Messenger of Allah (Xs^)said: "A wise person is he who 
keeps his desires under control and works for life after 
death; and sinful is he who runs after his desires and yet 
expects the best in the Hereafter." Sayyidna Sahl Ibn 
'Abdullah Tustari (RA) said: 'Your ailment is your selfish 
desires. And if you oppose them, it will turn into your 
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cure." (All these narratives have been adapted from 
Qurtubi). 

"...and nothing destroys us except time. ..(45:24)" The 
word dahr means 'time from the beginning of the world 
to its end'. It also refers to 'a very long period of time'. 
The atheists alleged that their life and death have 
nothing to do with Divine will and command. They 
happen under natural causes. Death is a process, 
which they say they experience when their human 
limbs, organs and abilities diminish because of constant 
use and, with the passage of time, the matter 
becomes dissolve and is destroyed; and that this is the 
be-all and end-all of human existence, there being no 
life hereafter. Likewise, life has nothing to do with Divine 
will and command. Life too, like death, happens under 
movement of material causes. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( Muhammad - 47:1 6 ) O 

Among them there are ones who (pretend to) give ear 
to you, until when they go out from your presence, they 
say to those who have been given knowledge, what 
did he say just now? Those are the ones on whose 
hearts Allah has put a seal, and they have followed 
their desires. 


115 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sealed Heart 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) tells about this Ayyat; 

And among them are some who listen to you till when 
they go out from you, they say to those who have 
received knowledge: "What is it that he has said just 
now?" Such are men whose hearts Allah has sealed 
because they followed their lusts. 

The Description of the Situation of the Hypocrites and 
the Command to maintain Tauhid and seek 
Forgiveness 

Allah says, and among them are some, who listen to 
you till when they go out from you, 

Allah describes the hypocrites' stupidity and limited 
understanding. They used to sit before Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&) and listen to his words without 
understanding anything. Then when they left from his 
presence, they say to those who have received 
knowledge, (from the Companions). 

"What is it that he has said just now?" 

Meaning: At this moment they did not understand what 
he said, nor did they care about it. 

Allah says. Such are the men whose hearts Allah has 
sealed because they followed their lusts. 

Means: that they had neither sound understanding nor 
correct intentions. 

Allah then says. And as for those who accept 
guidance, He increases them in guidance. 

That means that those who seek guidance, Allah 
facilitate it for them; He guides them to it, makes them 
firm on it, and gives them more of it. 
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and bestows on them their Toqwo. 

Meaning, He inspires them to their righteous guidance. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[47:16] And there are some among them, namely, the 
disbelievers, who listen to you, during the Friday sermon 
— and these are the hypocrites; until, when they go 
forth from you, they say to those who have been given 
knowledge, that is to say, to the knowledgeable ones 
among the Companions [of the Prophet (;£$&)], such 
as [‘Abd Allah] Ibn Mas'ud and [‘Abd Allah] Ibn 
‘Abbas, in derision and mockery: ‘What was he saying 
just now?' (Read anifan or anifan, meaning al-sa‘ a, 
‘just now’). In other words, [they mean to say] ‘we will 
not go back to [listen to] him again’. Those are the 
ones on whose hearts Allah has set a seal, of disbelief, 
and who follow their own desires, in [acting with] 
hypocrisy. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

And among them there are ones who (pretend to) give 
ear to you, until when they go out from your presence, 
they say to those who have been given knowledge, 
"What did he say just now?" Those are the ones on 
whose hearts Allah has put a seal, and they have 
followed their desires. As for those who have adopted 
right path, Allah improves them in guidance, and gives 
them their piety. They are waiting for nothing but the 
Hour that it should come upon them suddenly. So, its 
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signs have already come. Then, once it will come upon 
them, how would they have an opportunity to accept 
the advice (already) given to them? 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( AlMunafiqoon - 63:3) 

That is because they declared faith (in Islam 
apparently), then disbelieved (secretly). Therefore a 
seal has been set on their hearts, and thus they do not 
understand. 

Ibne Kathir (ra) discussed about this Ayyat; 

That is because they believed, and then disbelieved; 
therefore their hearts are sealed, so they understand 
not. 


Allah said, that is because they believed, and then 
disbelieved; therefore their hearts are sealed, so they 
understand not. 

Meaning, He has decreed them to be hypocrites 
because they reverted from faith to disbelief and 
exchanged guidance for misguidance. Therefore, Allah 
stamped and sealed their hearts and because of it, 
they cannot comprehend the guidance, nor any 
goodness can reach their hearts. Truly, their hearts 
neither understand, nor attain guidance. 

Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[63:3] 
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That, namely, their evil deed, is because they believed, 
by [affirming faith only with] the tongue, then 
disbelieved, in [their] hearts, that is to say, they persist in 
harboring disbelief in it; therefore their hearts have 
been stamped, sealed, with disbelief. Hence they do 
not understand faith. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


When the hypocrites come to you, they say, "We bear 
witness that you are indeed the messenger of Allah 
(A&).''And Allah knows that you are really His 
messenger. And Allah bears witness that the hypocrites 
are actually liars. They have made their oaths a shield, 
and thus they have prevented (others) from the way of 
Allah. Surely evil is what they have been doing. That is 
because they declared their faith (apparently), then 
disbelieved (secretly). Therefore, a seal has been set on 
their hearts, and thus they do not understand. And if 
you see them, their bodies would attract you, and if 
they speak, you would listen to their speech. (Yet, 
being devoid of substance,) it is as if they were 
propped up pieces of wood. They deem every shout 
(they hear) to be against them (out of cowardice). 
They are the enemy; so beware of them. May Allah 
destroy them. How perverted are they. And when it is 
said to them, "Come on, Allah's Messenger (;&&) will 
pray for your forgiveness", they twist their heads, and 
you see them turning away in arrogance. It is equal in 
their case, whether you pray for their forgiveness or do 
not pray, Allah will not forgive them. Indeed Allah does 
not guide the sinning people. (Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Hypocrite Heart 


3.0 - Hypocrite Heart 

(Nafaq Zada Dil) 

Allah described about Hypocrite Heart on seven 
places in Quran Karim. 
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Now, you see those who have disease in their hearts 
race towards them saying, We apprehend that some 
misfortune may overtake us. So, it is likely that Allah 
may bring victory or something else from His own side, 
where upon they will become regretful over what they 
concealed in their hearts. 


Regarding this Ayyat, Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said in his 
Tafseer; 


The Prohibition of Taking the Jews, Christians and 
Enemies of Islam as Friends 

Allah says; O you who believe! Do not take friends from 
the Jews and the Christians, as they are but friends of 
each other. Allah forbids His believing servants from 
having Jews and Christians as friends, because they 
are the enemies of Islam and its people, may Allah 
curse them. Allah then states that they are friends of 
each other and He gives a warning threat to those who 
do this, and if any among you befriends them, then 
surely he is one of them. 
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that; 

Umar (RA) ordered Abu Musa Al-Ashari (RA) to send 
him on one sheet of balance the count of what he 
took in and what he spent. Abu Musa (RA) then had a 
Christian scribe, and he was able to comply with 
Omar's (RA) demand. Umar (RA) liked what he saw 
and exclaimed, "This scribe is proficient. Would you 
read in the Masjid a letter, that came to us from Ash- 
Sham?" 

Abu Musa (RA) said, 'He cannot." 

Umar (RA) said, "Is he not pure?" 

Abu Musa (RA) said, "No, but he is Christian." 

Abu Musa (RA) said, "So 'Umar (RA) admonished me 
and poked my thigh (with his finger), saying, 'Drive him 
out (from Al-Madinah).' 

He then recited, O you who believe! Take not the Jews 
and the Christians as friends..." 

Then he reported that Abdullah bin 'Utbah (RA) said, 
"Let one of you beware that he might be a Jew or a 
Christian, while unaware." 

The narrator of this statement said, "We thought that he 
was referring to the Ayyat (O you who believe! Take 
not the Jews and the Christians as friends)," 

Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the 
wrongdoers. 

Allah said, 

And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease..., 
A disease of doubt, hesitation and hypocrisy. 

They hurry to their friendship, 

Meaning, they rush to offer them their friendship and 
allegiances in secret and in public. 
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Saying: "We fear lest some misfortune of a disaster may 
befall us." 

They thus offer this excuse for their friendship and 
allegiances to the disbelievers, saying that they fear 
that the disbelievers might defeat the Muslims, so they 
want to be in favor with the Jews and Christians, to use 
this favor for their benefit in that eventuality! 

Allah replied. Perhaps Allah may bring a victory.... 
According to As-Suddi (ra), referring to the conquering 
of Makkah, or a decision according to His will, 

As-Suddi stated, 

Means: requiring the Jews and Christians to pay the 
Jizyoh . 

Then they will become, 

Meaning, the hypocrites who gave their friendship to 
the Jews and Christians, will become, for what they 
have been keeping as a secret in themselves, of 
allegiances, regretful. 

For their friendship with the Jews and Christians, that did 
not benefit them or protect them from any harm. 
Rather, it was nothing but harm, as Allah exposed their 
true reality to His faithful servants in this life, although 
they tried to conceal it. 

When the signs that exposed their hypocrisy were 
compiled against them, their matter became clear to 
Allah's faithful servants. So the believers were amazed 
at these hypocrites who pretended to be believers, 
swearing to their faithfulness, yet their claims were all 
lies and deceit. 

This is why Allah said. And those who believe will say, 
"Are these the men who swore their strongest oaths by 
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Allah that they were with you!" All that they did have 
been in vain, and they have become the losers. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[5:52] 

And you see those in whose hearts is sickness, weakness 
of faith, the like of ‘Abd Allah b. Ubayy the hypocrite; 
vying with one another for them, to affiliate with them, 
saying, as an excuse for this: ‘We fear lest we suffer a 
turn of fortune’, which time will bring round against us, 
such as drought or defeat, and that if Muhammad’s 
(A&) affair should come to nothing, they will cease to 
supply us with provisions. Allah, exalted be He, says: But 
it may be that Allah will bring victory, by assisting His 
Prophet (A&) and making His religion prevail; or some 
commandment from Him, that will reveal the secrets of 
the hypocrites, disgracing them; and then they will end 
up, for what they kept secret within themselves, in the 
way of doubt and affiliating with disbelievers, 
remorseful. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Regarding this Ayyat, Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

0 those who believe, do not take the Jews and 
Christians for intimate friends. They are friends to each 
other. And whoever takes intimate friends from them, 
he is one of them. Surely, Allah does not take the unjust 
people to the right path. [51] 

Now, you see those who have disease in their hearts 
race towards them saying, "We apprehend that some 
misfortune may overtake us." So, it is likely that Allah 
may bring victory or a command from His own side, 
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whereupon they become regretful over what they 
concealed in their hearts. [52] 

And those who believe will say, "Are these the ones 
who swore by Allah on emphatic oaths that they were 
with you?" Their deeds have gone waste; hence, they 
became losers. 153] 

0 those who believe, whoever of you turns back from 
his Faith, then, Allah shall bring a people whom He 
loves and who love Him, soft on the believers, hard on 
the disbelievers, who fight in the way of Allah and are 
not afraid of the reproach of any critic. That is a grace 
of Allah. He confers it on which He wills. And Allah is All- 
Embracing, All-Knowing. [54] 

Explanation in Brief 

The verses cited above take up three important 
subjects, which are the basic principles of unity among 
Muslims as a collectively organized community. 

1. Muslims can deal with non-Muslims in the spirit of 
tolerance, sympathy, goodwill, equity, justice, favour 
and kindness, almost everything within that line of 
conduct. In fact, they should do that for they have 
taught to do that. But, what is not permitted is the kind 
of fast friendship and indiscriminating intimacy which 
may garble the distinctive hallmarks of Islam. This is the 
issue known as the 'Tark al- Muwlat' to refrain from deep 
(friendship) in Islamic terminology. 

2. The second principle stressed upon is that should the 
Muslims of any time and place shift away from the first 
principle stated above and develop an intimacy of this 
nature with non-Muslims. Then, let them not be under 
the impression that their conduct could harm Islam in 
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any manner whatsoever - because Allah Almighty has 
Himself taken the responsibility of seeing that Islam 
remains duly protected. It cannot be eliminate by 
anyone. However, if a set of people still go out of their 
minds, break the limits of Islamic modality of doing 
things and, let us presume, decide to leave the very 
pale of Islam, then, Allah Taala will bring in another set 
of people who will uphold and establish the principles 
and laws of Islam. 

Once we know the positive and negative aspects in 
perspective, it becomes evident that the real friendship 
of a Muslim - deep, intense, profound and reliance- 
worthy - can only be with Allah, the Highest of the high. 
His Messenger and with those who believe in 

them. After this brief introduction of the subject, we 
can now move to the detailed explanation of the 
verses. 

Commentary 

Muslims have been commanded not to enter into 
"Muwolot"( deep friendship) with Jews and Christians as 
is the customary practice of non-Muslims in general 
and, of Jews and Christians in particular, who reserve 
deep friendship for their own people only. They do not 
deal with Muslims at the same wavelength. 

After this clear instruction, should a Muslim do otherwise 
and enter into an intimate friendship with a Jew or 
Christian, then, in the sight of Islam, he is fit to be count 
as one of them - and not as a Muslim. 
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The Background of Revelation 

Reporting from 'Ikrimah (RA), Ibn Jarir said that this verse 
was revealed in the background of a particular event. 
After the Holy Prophet (;£$&) had settled in Madinah, 
he had entered into a treaty with Jews and Christians 
living nearby which required that they would neither 
fight against Muslims nor help any other tribe at war 
with them, rather, they would join Muslims to fight 
against them. Similarly, Muslims will not fight them nor 
help anyone against them, rather, would defend them 
against aggressors. For some time, both parties kept 
adhering to the treaty. 

But, the Jews could not observe the terms of the treaty 
any longer because of their conspiratorial nature and 
anti- Islam temperament. They made a secret deal with 
the pagans of Makkah against Muslims and wrote them 
a letter inviting them to their fortress. When the Holy 
Prophet (;£$&) came to know about this conspiracy, he 
despatched a group of Mujahidin to confront them. 
These Jews from Banu Qurayzah were, on the one 
hand conspiring with the disbelievers of Makkah, while 
on the other, having infiltrated among Muslims, they 
had succeeded in making pacts of friendship with 
many of them this was their front of spying for the 
disbelievers of Makkah against Muslims. Revealed 
thereupon was this verse, which stopped Muslim from 
indulging in deep friendship with Jews and Christians, 
that they could be deprive of having access to 
sensitive information about Muslims. At that time, some 
noble Companions, including Sayyidna 'Obadiah ibn 
Samit (RA), openly announced the cancellation of their 
treaty obligations as well as their support for 
abandonment of any close friendship in the future. As 
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for the hypocrites who had their relationship with 
Muslims, or people whose hearts had yet to taste the 
sweetness of genuine faith, they apprehended 
dangers in breaking relationships with Jews and 
Christians. Lest the conspiracy hatched by the 
disbelievers and the Jews succeeded and Muslims 
were overpowered in which case it would be 
necessary that they keep their relationships balanced 
both ways to avoid any problems -for them later on. It 
was on this basis that 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul had 
said that he saw danger in cutting off relationship with 
these people and, he cannot do that. 

Now, you see those who have disease in their hearts 
race towards them saying, "We apprehend that some 
misfortune may overtake us." 

It means that after hearing the religiously binding 
injunction of the abandonment of close friendships, 
people who have the disease of hypocrisy in their 
hearts started racing towards their disbelieving friends 
saying that cutting off relationships with these people is 
dangerous for them. 

Answering them. Almighty Allah said: 

So, it is likely that Allah may bring victory or a 
command from His own side, whereupon they become 
regretful over what they concealed in their hearts. 

It means that these people are under the impression 
that the disbelievers and the Jews will overcome 
Muslims. However, Allah has decided that it will not 
happen. Rather, close is the conquest of Makkah. Or, 
even before the conquest of Makkah, Allah may, by 
exposing the hypocrisy of the hypocrites, put them to 
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disgrace. Then, at that time, these people will regret 
thoughts they had concealed. 

This has been clarified further in the third verse (53). 
Where it said that once the hypocrisy of the hypocrites 
has been exposed and the reality behind their claims 
and oaths of friendship comes out in the open. Muslims 
would wonder, if those were the people who used to 
assure them with sworn claims of their friendship and 
there they were all ruined as everything they did just to 
pretend had gone to waste. That Allah Jalla Sha'nuhu 
has mentioned the conquest of Makkah and the 
disgrace of the hypocrites in these verses was 
something, which everyone saw only after a few days 
with their own eyes. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 3.2 


(At Touba 9: 64) 

The hypocrites are afraid that a Surah (a chapter of the 
Holy Qur'an) may be sent down about them, which 
tells them what lies in their hearts. Say, Go on mocking. 
Allah is surely to bring out what you are afraid of. 


The hypocrites fear lest a Surah should be revealed 
about them, showing them what is in their hearts. 

Say: "(Go ahead and) mock! But certainly Allah will 
bring to light all that you fear." 
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The Hypocrites fear Public Exposure of Their Secrets 


Mujahid said, "The hypocrites would say something to 
each other than declare, 'We wish that Allah does not 
expose this secret of ours," 

There is a similar Ayyat to this one, that is, Allah's 
statement. 

And when they come to you, they greet you with a 
greeting wherewith Allah greets you not, and say within 
themselves: "Why should Allah punish us not for what 
we say!" 

Hell will be sufficient for them; they will burn therein. 
And worst indeed is that destination! (58:8) 

Allah said in this Ayyat, 

Say: "(Go ahead and) mock! But certainly Allah will 
bring to light all that you fear." 

He will expose and explain your reality to His Messenger 
( . I ” i j tt.lr ) through revelation. 

Allah said in other Ayyat, 

Or do those in whose hearts is a disease; think that 
Allah will not expose their ill-wills? 

Had We so willed, We could have shown them clearly 
to you, so that you would know them by their marks; 
but you will know them by the tone of their speech! 
(47:29-30) 

This is why, according to Qatadah, this Surah is called 
'Al-Fadihoh' (the Exposing), because it exposed the 
hypocrites. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[ 9 : 64 ] 

The hypocrites are cautious, they fear, lest a surah 
should be revealed to them, that is, [to] the believers, 
informing them of what is in their [the hypocrites’] 
hearts, of hypocrisy, and yet despite this they persist in 
mockery. Say: ‘Keep mocking! (This is an imperative of 
threat) Allah will bring out. He will make manifest, that, 
hypocrisy of yours, of which you are fearful’, lest it be 
brought out. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


Regarding Hypocrite Hearts, Mufti Shafi (ra) said: 

The hypocrites are afraid that a Surah (a chapter of the 
Holy Qur'an) may be sent about them, which tells them 
what is there in their hearts. Say, "Go on mocking. Allah 
is surely to bring out what you are afraid of." 

(Allah is surely to bring out what you are afraid of) is the 
news that Allah will expose their conspiracy and 
mischief. One such event happened while returning 
from the battle of Tabuk when some hypocrites had 
conspired to kill the Messenger of Allah (X$&). Allah 
Almighty informed him about the plan through angel 
Jibra'il helping him to bypass the spot where the 
hypocrites were sitting in ambush. 

(Tafseer Mazhari with reference to al-Baghawi) 

And Sayyidna ’I bn ’Abbas (RA) says that Allah Taala 
had informed the Holy Prophet (X$&) about the names 
of seventy hypocrites complete with their parentage 
and addresses. But, being the universal mercy, he did 
not disclose these before his people. (Mazhari) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( AtTouba 9:77o © ijjj.oSj 

So Allah, in turn, put hypocrisy in their hearts till the day 
they shall meet Him, because they broke their promise 
with Allah, and because they have been telling lies. 

So He punished them by putting hypocrisy into their 
hearts till the Day whereon they shall meet Him, 
because they broke that (covenant) with Allah which 
they had promised to Him and because they used to 
tell lies. 

Hypocrites seek Wealth but are Stingy with Alms 

Allah says. And of them are some who made a 
covenant with Allah (saying): "If He bestowed on us of 
His bounty, we will verily, give Sadaqat and will be 
certainly among the righteous." 

Then when He gave them of His bounty, they became 
stingy, and turned away, averse. So He punished them 
by putting hypocrisy into their hearts till the Day 
whereon they shall meet Him, 

Allah says, some hypocrites give Allah their strongest 
oaths that if He enriches them from His bounty, they will 
give away alms and be among the righteous. 
However, they did not fulfill their vows or say the truth 
with their words. The consequence of this action is that 
hypocrisy was placed in their hearts until the Day they 
meet Allah the Exalted, on the Day of Resurrection. 

We seek refuge with Allah from such an end. 

Allah said, 
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...because they broke that (covenant) with Allah which 
they had promised to Him) 

He placed hypocrisy in their hearts because they broke 

their promise and lied. 

and because they used to tell lies. 

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah (X$&) said. 

There are three signs for a hypocrite: 

If he speaks, he lies; 

If he promises, he breaks the promise; and 
If he is entrusted, he betrays the trust. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 9 : 77 ] 

So He made the consequence in their case hypocrisy, 
fixed, in their hearts, until the day they meet Him, that is, 
Allah, on the Day of Resurrection. Because they failed 
Allah in what they promised Him and because, of that 
concerning which, they lied: he [ Tha'laba ] then 
brought [the payment of] his alms to the Prophet (,&&), 
who said to him, ‘Allah has forbidden me to accept [it] 
from you’; so he [ Tha'laba ] began to throw earth on his 
head [in remorse]. He then approached AbO Bakr (RA) 
with it, who did not accept it. He then went to ‘Umar 
(RA) [b. al-Khattab], who also did not accept it. He 
went to ‘Uthman (RA) [b. ‘Affan], but he did not accept 
it; he died during the latter’s reign. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


(So Allah, in turn, put hypocrisy in their hearts) points 
‘out to its cause which lies in their lying and pledge 
breaking. Consequently, Allah made the hypocrisy of 
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their hearts become deep and firm. Now, they would 
just not have the ability to make Touboh itself. 

A serious note of warning 

From here, we learn that there are occasions when the 
curse of evil deeds assumes alarming proportions, so 
much so that one is deprive of the very ability (taufik) of 
making Touboh. May Allah protect us from this 
misfortune! Let us now go back to the detailed 
narrative of Sayyidna Abu Umamah (RA) mentioned a 
little earlier. Ibn Jarir writes at the end of it: When the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) said 'Alas for Tho'loboh' three times; 
some of his relatives were present in the gathering. 
When they heard it, one of them immediately traveled 
to see Tha’labah. When he reached there, he 
reproached him for his behaviour while informing him 
that it has caused the revelation of a particular verse of 
the Qur'an. This made Tha'labah nervous. He reached 
Madinah and requested the Holy Prophet (;£$&) that his 
Sadaqat may be accepted. He said that Allah Taala 
had told him not to accept his Sadaqat. Hearing this, 
Tha'labah went crazy with disappointment and literally 
started throwing dust on his head. 

The Holy Prophet said, 'this is something you have 
chosen to do on your own. I ordered you and you did 
not obey. Now, your Sadaqat cannot be accepted.' 
Tha'labah returned disappointed. 

Then, some days later, the Holy Prophet (;£$&) 
departed from this mortal world and Sayyidna Abu Bakr 
(RA) became the Khalifah. Tha'labah came to 
Sayyidna Abi Bakr (RA) and requested that he should 
accept his Sadaqat. Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) said. 
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'when the Holy Prophet did not accept it, how 

can I do it?' 

Then, after the demise of Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA), 
Tha'labah came to Sayyidna 'Umar (RA). He made the 
same request and got the same answer from him, as 
was given by Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) Again, he 
submitted this request to Sayyidna Uthman (RA) during 
his period of Khilafah. He too refused it. It was during 
the tenure of the Khilafah of Sayyidna Uthman (RA) 
that Tha'labah died. We seek the protection of Allah 
from all evil deeds. (Tafseer Mazhari) 

A question and its answer 

When Tha'labah had submitted in repentance, the 
question is why was his Taubah not accepted? The 
reason is evident. The Holy Prophet (Afe) was informed 
through revelation that he was not making his Taubah 
with absolute sincerity. He had hypocrisy concealed in 
his heart. He was simply trying to deceive Muslims for 
the time being only to put matters right between them. 
Therefore, it was not acceptable. And when the Holy 
Prophet (X*&) himself declared him to be a hypocrite, 
the Khilafah who succeeded him were left with no right 
to accept his Sadaqat - because, being a Muslim is a 
condition for Zakat. Now, after the Holy Prophet (;£$&) 
no one knows the hypocrisy hidden in the heart of a 
person, therefore, the rule to follow in future is anyone 
who makes Taubah and confesses to his Islam and 
'Iman should be treated as Muslims are treated - no 
matter what lies in his heart. (Bayan al-Qur'an) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( Muhammad 47 : 20 ) (20 


And the believers say, Why has a (new) Surah not been 
revealed? Then, once an operative Surah is sent down, 
and fighting (in Allah's way) is mentioned in it, you 
notice those who have disease in their hearts, looking 
to you like one who is faint because of death. So, 
destruction is very close to them. 

Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down 
(for us)?" But now that a decisive Surah is sent down 
mentioning fighting, you can see those in whose hearts 
is disease (of hypocrisy) looking at you with the look of 
one who is about to faint for fear of death. But it was 
better for them. 

The Situation of the True Believer and the Sick-Hearted 
when the Command for Jihad was revealed 

Allah mentions that the believers were hoping that 
Jihad would be legislated. However when Allah 
ordained it, many of the people turned back, as Allah 
says. 

Have you not seen those who were told: 

"Restrain your hands (from fighting), establish the Salah, 
and give Zakat." 

But then when fighting was ordained for them, you find 
a party of them fearing the people as they fear Allah or 
more. They said: "Our Lord! Why have You decreed 
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fighting upon us If only You have postponed us for a 
short period." 

Say: "The enjoyment of this world is little. The Hereafter is 
far better for him who had Toqwo of (Allah), and you 
will not be dealt with unjustly, even as much as a thin 
thread (inside a date's pit)." (4:77) 

Similarly, Allah says here, 

Those who believe say: "Why is not a Surah sent down 
(torus)?" 

Means: a Surah containing an order to fight. 

Then He says. But now that a decisive Surah is sent 
down mentioning fighting, you can see those in whose 
hearts is disease looking at you with the look of one 
who is about to faint for fear of death. But it was better 
for them. 

Meaning:, due to their fear, terror, and cowardice 
concerning meeting the enemies. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[47:20] 

And those who believe say, seeking to take part in the 
struggle: ‘Why has a surah not been revealed?’, [one] 

In which there is mention of the [command to 
participate in the] struggle. But when a definitive surah 
is revealed, one in which nothing is abrogated (naskh), 
and fighting. That is to say, requirement for it, is 
mentioned in it, you see those in whose hearts is a 
sickness, that is, doubt — and they are the hypocrites. 
Looking at you with the look of someone fainting at 
[the point of] death, because of [their] fear of it and 
[their] aversion to it; in other words, they fear fighting 
and are averse to it. Yet more fitting for them 
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( faawla lahum is a subject, the predicate of which [is 
the following, ta'atun wa-qawlun ma'rOfun ]) 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And the believers say, 'Why has a (new) surah not been 
revealed?" Then, once an operative surah sent down, 
and fighting (in Allah's way) is mention in it, you notice 
those who have disease in their hearts, looking to you 
like one who is faint because of death. Therefore, 
destruction is very close to them. [20] 

The (reality of their) obedience and (truthfulness of 
their) speech is fully known (as being mere deception). 
So, had they been truthful to Allah, once the matter 
had become serious, it would have been much better 
for them. [21 ] 

(An operative surah): The word muhkamah lexically 
means "firm". In this lexical sense, every surah is 
muhkam, but here it is use in its technical sense. In the 
technical parlance of the sacred law, the term 
muhkam is use as an antonym of mansukh , 
("abrogated"). Here the word Surah has been qualified 
by the adjective muhkamah so that the eagerness of 
the believers for a new Surah is understandable only 
when it embodies an operative divine commandment 
that is not abrogated. Qatadah (RA) says that all 
Surahs, which contain the injunctions of Jihad and 
Qital, are operative and not abrogated. As the main 
objective of this Surah is to enjoin fighting and to 
persuade people to carry out the injunction, the 
adjectival phrase is: Surah muhkamah - indicating the 
injunction of Jihad (Qurtubi) 
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(So, destruction is very close to them - 47:20) The Arabic 
word used in the text, according to Asma (RA), means 
that the causes of destruction have approached or 
drawn near to them (Qurtubi). 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


-3.5 

jiicUli 


( Al Fateh -48:11) O 

Those of the Bedouins who remained behind will say to 
you, our possessions and our families kept us busy, 
(hence we could not accompany you in your journey 
to Hudaybiyah). So, pray to Allah for our forgiveness. 
They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts. 
Say, Then, who has power to help you in anything 
against Allah, if He intends to do you harm, or intends 
to do you good? Rather, Allah is fully aware of what 
you do. 

The Fabricated Excuse offered by Those Who lagged 
behind and did not participate in Al-Hudaybiyyah; 
Allah's Warning for Them 

Allah informs His Messenger (;£$&) of the excuses that 
the Bedouins who lagged behind would offer him, 
those Bedouins who preferred to remain in their homes 
and possessions and did not join the Messenger of Allah 
(A&). 


& jlalj LaJI IjudiLiu i— (j t (J 
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They offered an excuse for lagging behind, as that of 
being busy -- in their homes and with their wealth! They 
asked the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) to invoke Allah to 
forgive them, not because they had faith in the 
Prophet and his invocation, but to show off and 
pretend. This is why Allah the Exalted said about them. 

They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts. 
Say: "Who then has any power at all (to intervene) on 
your behalf with Allah, if He intends you hurt or intends 
you benefit?" 

Allah says, none can resist what Allah has decided in 
your case, all praise and honor belong to Him. Allah is 
the Knower of your secrets and what your hearts 
conceal, even if you pretend and choose to be 
hypocritical with us. 

This is why Allah the Exalted said, 

Nay, but Allah is Ever All-Aware of what you do. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 48 : 11 ] 

Those of the Bedouins who left behind, around Medina 
(that is to say, those whom Allah made to stay behind 
and not to accompany you. When you had asked 
them to set out with you for Makkah, fearing that 
Quraysh would attack you upon your return, in the year 
of al-Hudaybiyya) will say to you, ‘Our possessions and 
our families kept us occupied, [preventing us] from 
going forth with you. So ask forgiveness for us!’, of Allah, 
for our failure to go forth with you. Allah, exalted be He, 
exposes their mendacity by saying: They say with their 
tongues, that is to say, in asking forgiveness, and in the 
preceding statement [of theirs], what is not in their 
hearts, and so they are lying in the excuse which they 
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give. Say: ‘Who can (an interrogative meant 
[rhetorically] as a negation, that is to say, ‘none [can]’) 
avail you anything against Allah should He desire to 
cause you harm (read darrein or durran ) or desire to 
bring you benefit? Nay, but Allah is ever Aware of what 
you do, in other words, He is ever possessed of such an 
attribute. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Those of the Bedouins who remained behind will say to 
you, "Our possessions and our families kept us busy, 
(hence we could not accompany you in your journey 
to Hudaybiyah). So, pray to Allah for our forgiveness." 
They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts. 
Say, "Then, who has power to avail you in anything 
against Allah, if He intends to do you harm, or intends 
to do you good? Rather, Allah is fully aware of what 
you do. [1 1] 

Related Considerations 

Reference in this passage is to those Bedouin tribes who 
were invited by Allah's Messenger (Xsfe) to join the 
party of 1400 Muslims who were marching to 
Hudaybiyah but on one pretext or another, they 
requested to be excused. This was narrated in part [I] of 
the story of Hudaybiyah. According to some versions, 
some of those people later repented and became 
sincere Muslims. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Hypocrite Heart 


02 \3jt\Zpfif 


Al Fateh 48 : 1 2 

But you thought that the Messenger (;£!$&) and the 
believers would never ever return to their families, and 
it seemed good to your hearts, and you thought an evil 
thought and became a people who are ruined (by 
their selfishness). 

Nay, but you thought that the Messenger (^i^)and the 
believers would never return to their families, and that 
was made fair seeming in your hearts, and you did 
think an evil thought and you became a Buro." 

Bur. (going for destruction), according to Abdullah bin 
Abbas (RA), Mujahid and several others. Qatadah 
explained Bur to mean, corrupt and some said that it is 
a word used in the Arabic dialect of the area of Oman. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 48 : 12 ] 

Nay ( bal in both instances marks a transition from one 
subject to another), but you thought that the 
Messenger (A&)and the believers would never return 
to their families, and that [thought] was adorned in 
your hearts, that is to say, [you thought]. That they 
would be annihilated by being slain and would not 
return, and you thought evil thoughts, that [just 
mentioned], and other things, and you were a ruined 
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lot’ (bur is the plural of ba’ir), in other words, [a lot to 
be] destroyed according to Allah for [having 
entertained] such [evil] thoughts. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


No, but you thought that the Messenger (saw) and the 
believers would never ever return to their families, and 
it seemed good to your hearts, and you thought an evil 
thought and became a ruined people." [12] 

And if one does not believe in Allah and His Messenger 
(SAW), then We have prepared a blazing fire for the 
disbelievers. [13] 

And to Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth. He forgives whomsoever He wills, and 
punishes whomsoever He wills. And Allah is Most 
Forgiving, Very Merciful. [14] 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


" y ft) £ •" ^ 2 y 
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Al Hashar -59:14 






They do not fight you, even assembled together, but in 
fortified towns, or from behind the walls. Their 
quarrelling between themselves is severe. You think 
that they are united, while their hearts are divided. That 
is because they are a people who have no sense. 
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The False Promise of Support the Hypocrites gave to the 
Jews 

Allah states that the hypocrites, Abdullah bin Ubayy 
and his like sent a messenger (;£$&) to Bani An-Nadir 
promising them help. 

Allah the exalted said, 

Have you not observed the hypocrites who say to their 
friends among the People of the Scripture who 
disbelieve: 

"If you are expelled, we indeed will go out with you, 
and we shall never obey anyone against you; and if 
you are attacked, we shall indeed help you." 

Allah then said. 

But Allah is Witness that they verily are liars, 
meaning, the hypocrites lied when they issued this 
promise, because it was just words that they did not 
intend to fulfill. 

Surely, if they (the Jews) are expelled, never will they 
(hypocrites) go out with them; 

Also, what they said they would do, would never have 
been fulfilled by them, and this is why Allah said, and if 
they are attacked, they will never help them, 
meaning, the hypocrites will not fight along with the 
Jews, And (even) if they do help them, and even if 
the hypocrites did fight along their side, they will turn 
their backs, and they will not be victorious. 

This Ayyat contains good news, just as the good news 
that this following Ayyat conveys, verily, you are more 
fearful in their breasts than Allah. 

meaning, the hypocrites fear you more than they fear 
Allah, 

as He says; Behold! a section of them fear men as they 
fear Allah or even more. (4:77) 
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This is why Allah said, That is because they are a people 
who comprehend not. 

Allah then said, 

They fight not against you even together, except in 
fortified townships, or from behind walls, 
meaning, they will not fight Muslims except from 
behind besieged fortified forts, because of their 
cowardice and fear of Muslims. They only fight when 
they have to defend themselves (even though they 
threaten Muslims of reprisals. 

Allah the Exalted said. 

Their enmity among themselves is very great, 
meaning, the enmity they feel against each other is 
intense, 

It is as said. And make you to taste the violence of one 
another. (6:65) 

Allah said in the Ayyat, 

You would think they were united, but their hearts are 
divided. 

meaning, even though one might see them combining 
forces and think that these forces are harmonious, yet 
in reality, they are divided severely. 

Ibrahim An-Nakha'i said that this Ayyat refers to the 
hypocrites and the People of the Scriptures, 

That is because they are a people who understand 
not. 

Allah said they are like their immediate predecessors; 
they tasted the evil result of their conduct and for them 
a painful torment. 
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Referring to the Jewish tribe of Boni Qaynuqo ' , 
according to Ibn 'Abbas, Qatadah and Muhammad 
bin Ishaq. 

The Parable of the Hypocrites and the Jews 

Allah said, 

That like Satan, when he says to man: "Disbelieve." But 
when (man) disbelieves, Satan says: "I am free of you..." 
meaning, the example of the Jews being deceived by 
the promises of the hypocrites, who said that they will 
help them if Muslims fight them, is that of the devil. 
When matters got serious and the Jews were besieged, 
the hypocrites betrayed them and abandoned them 
to taste utter defeat. Likewise, the devil lures mankind 
into disbelief and when they obey him, he disowns 
them and declares himself free of their actions, saying, I 
fear Allah, the Lord of all that exists! 

Allah said, So, the end of both will be that they will be 
in the Fire, abiding therein. 

meaning, the end of both he, Satan, who commanded 
that disbelief be committed, and those who accepted 
his call, was in the fire of Hell forever. 

Such is the recompense of the wrongdoers. 

Means, this is the recompense of every unjust person. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 59 : 14 ] 

They, that is, the Jews, will not fight against you 
together, [all] in a [single] body, except in fortified 
towns or from behind some wall (jidar: a variant 
reading has [plural] judur, ‘walls’), some [kind of 
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protective] fence. Their might, their belligerence, is 
great among themselves. You [would] suppose them to 
be all together, united as a [single] body, but their 
hearts are disunited, scattered, contrary to supposition. 
That is because they are a people who have no sense; 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) discusses this Ayyat as 
follows: 

They do not fight you, even assembled together, but in 
fortified towns, or from behind the walls. Their battle 
between themselves is severe. You think that they are 
united, while their hearts are divided. That is because 
they are a people who have no sense. 

(...like those who were before them in near past .59:1 5) 
This refers to the case of Banu Nadir, and Mujahid: says 
that the phrase “those who were before them in near 
past “refers to the Quraysh of Makkah who sustained 
an ignominious defeat at Badr. According to Sayyidna 
'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (RA), it refers to Banu Qainuqa', a 
Jewish tribe, who were punished for their mischief and 
machinations after Badr. Banu Nadir was banished 
after the battles of Badr and 'mud, and Banu Qainuqa' 
had been banished after Badr. At Badr seventy pagan 
Arabs were killed, and the survivors returned home 
disgracefully. Since pagans of Makkah and Banu- 
Qainuqa', both of them faced a deterrent punishment 
after Badr, both can be the purport of the words, 'who 
were before them in the past, and of : "..Tasted the evil 
consequence of their conduct.. [59:15] 
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The Expulsion of Banu Qainuqa' 

As stated earlier, when the Holy Prophet (X*&) 
migrated from Makkah and settled in Madinah, he 
concluded a peace treaty with the Jewish tribes of 
Madinah, and of its neighbourhood. One of its 
conditions stipulated that they would not fight the 
Messenger of Allah (Afe) and the Muslims, or assist their 
enemies. Banu Qainuqa' was a party to this peace 
agreement and was the first one to break the pledged 
word, within a few months. On the occasion of the 
battle of Badr, they connived with the Quraysh of 
Makkah, and some incidents of their connivance came 
out in the open. On that occasion, the following verse 
was revealed (And if you apprehend a breach from a 
people, then, throw [the treaty] towards them being 
right forward ... [8:58] " Banu Qainuqa', through their 
treachery, had already broken the treaty. 

Therefore, The Holy Prophet (;£$&) declared war against 
them and the banner of jihad was given in the hands 
of Sayyidna Hamzah (RA) and, appointing Sayyidna 
Abu Lubabah (RA) his deputy in the city of Madinah, 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&) himself joined the fighting force. 
Having seen the Muslim army, the Jews shut themselves 
up in the fortress. The Holy Prophet (;£$&) laid a siege to 
it for fifteen days, and the Jews had no choice but to 
surrender. Eventually, Allah cast terror into their hearts 
and they realized that fighting would not pay off. So, 
they opened the gate of the fortress and expressed 
their willingness to abide by the decision of the Holy 
Prophet (Xj&). 

The Holy Prophet's [$&) decision was to have the 
Jewish men executed. But 'Abdullah Ibn 'Ubayy, the 
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hypocrite, intervened and pleaded to the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) to pardon them. In the end, it was decided that 
they should leave the area and go into exile and their 
belongings would be the spoils falling to the lot of the 
Muslims. Accordingly, they left Madinah and 
proceeded to settle in an area called Adhra'at in Syria. 
In compliance with the law of spoils, one-fifth was 
retained for Bait-ul-Mal [public treasury] and the rest of 
the spoils were disbursed among the fighters. After the 
battle of Badr, this was the first one-fifth of the booties 
that was retained for the public treasury. This incident 
took place on Monday, 15 th Shawwal, in the 2nd year 
of Hijrah - twenty months after the migration. 

(The example [of the hypocrites] is like the Satan when 
he says to a human being, "Become a disbeliever" then 
once he disbelieves, he says, "I disown you; I fear Allah, 

the Lord of the worlds." 59:16) This is another 

example of the hypocrites who made false promises of 
solidarity and support to the Banu Nadir, and provoked 
the latter to fight against the Messenger of Allah (Afe). 
But when the Muslims besieged them, not a single 
hypocrite came forward to assist. The Qur’an here uses 
a simile to illustrate the similarity between a hypocrite 
and the Satan. The Satan incited man to disbelieve 
and promised him the world, but when he was seriously 
involved in disbelief, he said that he has nothing to do 
with him. Only Allah knows how many such episodes 
the devil must have been involved in, textually, 
however, we find one such episode narrated in the 
Qur'an in Surah Antal, verse [48]: 

"And when the Satan beautified their deeds for them 
and said, ’None of the people is to overpower you 
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today, and I am a protector for you.' But, when the two 
groups saw each other, he turned back on his heels 
and said, 'I have nothing to do with you. I am seeing 
what you do not see. I am scared of Allah, and Allah is 
severe in punishment.'" 

This incident occurred on the occasion of the battle of 
Badr when the Satan misled the pagan Quraysh, urged 
them to wage a war against Muslims, and then he 
withdrew, and left them in the lurch when they were in 
the middle of a battle. It is not clear how the Satan did 
all this, whether he cast suggestions into their minds or 
whether he came to them in human shape and spoke 
to them face to face. A full explanation is available in 
Volume [4] of Marif ul Qur'an, pages 242-247. 

If the verse refers to this incident, in which the Satan 
provokes man to disbelieve and when he does that, he 
disowns them, it does not seem that the Satan asked 
them to commit Kufr, because they were already 
kaffirs. He asked them to be firm in opposing the 
Messenger. The answer is all too obvious, in that it is all 
the same whether he asked them to commit Kufr, or 
bids them to remain firm in their Kufr or fight the 
Messenger of Allah (;£4£), because it is also tantamount 
to Kufr. w 

Tafseer Mazhari, Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir and others have 
cited several incidents where monks and devotees 
were deceived into Kufr. For example, one of the Israeli 
monks devoted himself to Allah in his synagogue, and 
fasted consecutively and broke his fast only once in ten 
days. In this way, he spent seventy years of his life. The 
accursed Satan pursued him. He sent after him the 
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most cunning devil in the shape of a monk, a devotee 
of Allah. He went up to him, exerted himself in the 
worship of Allah, and thus built up confidence in the 
genuine monk. Eventually, the impostor succeeded in 
teaching the monk a few of the prayers that are 
efficacious in curing the sickly people. Then the former 
exerted his influence on many people to fall sick, and 
gave them the monk's address. When the latter recited 
the prayers, the devil would remove his influence and 
thus they would feel cured. He kept up this process for 
a long period, until one day he performed his exertion 
on the beautiful daughter of an Israeli leader. He sent 
her also to the monk. He succeeded in getting her into 
his synagogue and gradually he succeeded in getting 
him to commit fornication with the girl who, as a result, 
fell pregnant. He suggested that the girl is killed to save 
face. 

After the killing, the devil himself went around telling the 
story of the killing and put up the people against the 
monk. They, in their fury, demolished the synagogue 
and decided to kill him and crucify him. Then the Satan 
went back to the monk and said to him that there is no 
way out to save his life. ’Of course', he said to him, 
'there is one way of saving your life, in that you 
prostrate to me and I will save your life.' The monk had 
already committed all the sins. The way to commit Kufr 
was paved. So, he prostrated. At that juncture, the 
Satan said to him plainly, 'You were not falling into my 
trap. I adopted all these guiles for you to commit Kufr. I 
cannot assist you in any way.' This story is recounted 
fully in Tafseer Mazhari and Qurtubi. Allah, the Pure and 
Exalted, knows best! 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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4.0 - Wrapped Heart 

(Ghilaf Charha hua dil) 


Allah described about the wrapped hearts on six 
different places in the Quran. 



( Al Baqra - 2 :88 ) 

And they said, :Our hearts are veiled. Rather, Allah has 
cast damnation upon them for their disbelief. So, they 
believe just in very little things 

And they say, "Our hearts are Ghulf.' 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said that it, means, "Our hearts are screened." 

Mujahid also said that it means, "They are covered."' 
Ikrimah (RA)said, "There is a stamp on them." 

Abu Al-Aliyah said, "They do not comprehend." 

Mujahid and Qatadah said that; Ibn Abbas (RA) read 
the Ayyat in a way that means, "Our hearts contain 
every type of knowledge and do not need the 
knowledge that you (O Muhammad (oJLuj^iic ) have." 

This is the opinion of Ata and Ibn Abbas (RA). 

Nay, Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, 
meaning, "Allah expelled them and deprived them of 
every type of righteousness." 

So little is that on which they believe. 

Qatadah said that the Ayyat means, 

"Only a few of them believe." 

Allah's statement, (And they say, "Our hearts are 
Ghulf.") is similar to His statement. 
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And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings 
(screened) from that to which you invite us. (41 :5). 

This is why Allah said here, (Nay, Allah has cursed them 
for their disbelief, so little is that which they believe), 
meaning, "It is not as they claim. Rather, their hearts are 
cursed and stamped," just as Allah said in Surah An- 
Nisa, And of their saying: "Our hearts are wrapped (with 
coverings, i.e. we do not understand what the 
Messengers say) - nay, Allah has set a seal upon their 
hearts because of their disbelief, so they believe not 
but a little. (4:1 55) 

There is a difference of opinion regarding the meaning 
of Allah's statement, (So little is that which they 
believe.) and His statement, (So they believe not 
except a few), (4:155). 

Some scholars said that; 

The Ayyat indicate that a few of them would believe, 
or that their faith is minute, because they believe in 
Resurrection and in Allah's reward and punishment that 
Musa (AS) foretold. Yet, this faith will not benefit them 
since it is overshadowed by their disbelief in what 
Muhammad (;£$&) brought them. 

Some scholars said that; the Jews did not actually 
believe in anything and that Allah said, (So little is that 
which they believe), meaning, they do not believe. 

This meaning is similar to the Arabic expression, "Hardly 

have I seen anything like this," 

meaning, "I have never seen anything like this." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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Wrapped Heart 


[ 2 : 88 ] 

And they say, to the Prophet mockingly: ‘Our hearts 
are encased’ ( ghulf is the plural of aghlaf), that is to 
say, wrapped up in covers and cannot comprehend 
what you say; Allah, exalted be He, says: Nay ( bal 
introduces the rebuttal), but Allah has cursed them, 
removed them far from His mercy and degraded them 
when they rejected [the messengers], for their unbelief, 
which is not the result of anything defective in their 
hearts; and little will they believe {fo-qafilan mo 
yu’minun: the md here is extra, emphasising the 
‘littleness’ involved): that is, their belief is minimal. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The Jews used to say sarcastically that their hearts were 
"veiled", by which they meant that their hearts were so 
well protected against Islam that it could never touch 
them. This was their way of congratulating themselves 
on being staunch in their belief. The Holy Qur'an points 
out that this is not the firmness of faith, but an 
animation, for they deny Islam which now is the true 
religion, and stick to a religion which has been 
abrogated. They, consequently, possess only "a little" 
faith (Iman). Since a little faith is not acceptable, they 
turn out to be infidels. 

The little faith" which they possessed pertained to the 
doctrines, which are common to Islam and Judaism - 
for example, belief in Allah, or belief in the Day of 
Judgment. But they did not accept Sayyidna 
Muhammad (SAW) as a prophet, and the Holy Qur'an 
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as the Word of Allah. Therefore, their faith was not 
complete. 

If the Verse describes 'the little 'faith' as Iman, it does so 
only in the lexical sense, for Iman signifies total 
certitude, even if it pertains to certain things, and not to 
others. However, from the point of view of the shari'ah, 
such a partial faith cannot describe as '/man. The 
shari'ah would accept as valid only that 'Iman which 
affirms with certitude each and everything that the 
Shari'ah requires one to affirm. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


AnNisa- 4:155 © Sldi 


So, (they met their fate) for breaking their pledge, and 
for their disbelief in the verses of Allah, and for their 
slaying of the prophets unjustly, and for their saying, Our 
hearts are sealed - rather, Allah has set a seal over 
them for their disbelief, so they do not believe but a 
little 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir talks about this Ayyat in detail as 
under: 


The Crimes of the Jews 

Allah said. Because of their breaking the covenant and 
their rejecting the Ayyat of Allah, 
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The sins mentioned here are among the many sins that 
the Jews committed, which caused them to be cursed 
and removed far away from right guidance. The Jews 
broke the promises and vows that Allah took from 
them, and also rejected Allah's Ayyat, meaning His 
signs and proofs, and the miracles that they witnessed 
at the hands of their Prophets. 

Allah said, and their killing the Prophets unjustly, 
because their many crimes and offenses against the 
Prophets of Allah, for they killed many Prophets, may 
Allah's peace be upon them 
and their saying: "Our hearts are Ghulf," 

According to Ibn Abbas (RA), Mujahid, Sa'id bin 
Jubayr, Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah. 
meaning, wrapped with covering. 

This is similar to the idolaters said. 

And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings 
(screened) from that to which you invite us." (41 :5) 

Allah said, Nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts 
because of their disbelief, It is as if they had given an 
excuse that their hearts do not understand what the 
Prophet says since their hearts are wrapped with 
coverings, so they claim. 

Allah said that their hearts are sealed because of their 
disbelief, as we mentioned before in the explanation of 
Surah Al-Baqarah. 

Allah then said, so they believe not but a little. 

for their hearts became accustomed to Kufr, 

transgression and weak faith. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[4:155] 

So, for their breaking ( fa-bi-ma naqdihim : the ma is 
extra; the bd' is causative and connected to a missing 
element [such as sobob, ‘reason’], in other words [it 
should be understood as] la‘annahum bi-sobab 
naqdihim , ‘We cursed them for the reason of their 
breaking’) their covenant and disbelieving in the signs 
of Allah, and slaying the prophets wrongfully, and for 
their saying, to the Prophet (;£$&): ‘Our hearts are 
covered up', and cannot grasp what you say — nay, 
but Allah sealed them for their disbelief, and so they 
cannot heed any admonition; so they do not believe, 
except for a few, among them, like ‘Abd Allah b. 
Saldm and his companions. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


So, (they met their fate) for breaking their pledge, and 
for their disbelief in the verses of Allah, and for their 
slaying of the prophets unjustly, and for their saying, - 
"Our hearts are sealed" - rather, Allah has set a seal 
over them for their disbelief. So, they do not believe 
but a little [155] 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


as jLtsc a jA> 1S1 i rA&jyM 

(25 Jjsj 

(a 1 Inaam - 6 :25 ) 
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There are those among them who (apparently) listen to 
you, but We have put coverings on their hearts, so that 
they do not understand, and heaviness in their ears. If 
they were to see all the signs, they would still not 
believe in them, so much so that, when they come to 
quarrel with you, the disbelievers say (of the Qur'an), It 
is nothing but tales of the ancients. 

The Miserable Do Not Benefit from the Qur'an 

Allah's statement, 

And of them there are some who listen to you; but We 
have set veils on their hearts, so they understand it not, 

means, they come to you, (O Muhammad (SAW ), so 
that they hear you recite the Qur'an, but its recitation 
does not benefit them, because Allah has set veils on 
their hearts, and so they do not understand the Qur'an, 

and (set) deafness in their ears; that prevents them 
from hearing what benefits them. 

In another Ayyat, Allah said; 

And the example of those who disbelieve, is as that of 
him who shouts at one who hears nothing but calls and 
cries. (2:1 71 ) 

Allah said next, if they see every one of the Ayyat, they 
will not believe therein; 

meaning, they will not believe in any of the Ayyat, 
proofs, clear evidences and signs they witness because 
they do not have sound comprehension or fair 
judgment. 

In another Ayyat, Allah said. 

Had Allah known of any good in them. He would 
indeed have made them listen. (8:23) 
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Allah said, to the point that when they come to you to 
argue with you... 
using falsehood against truth, 

those who disbelieve say: "These are nothing but tales 
of the men of old." 

The disbelievers say, what you (O Muhammad 

brought us was taken from the books of those who 
were before us, meaning plagiarized. 

And they prevent others from him and they themselves 
keep away from him. 

They discourage people from following the truth, 

believing in Muhammad and obeying the Qur'an, 

(and they themselves keep away from him). 

They thus combine both evil acts, for they neither 
benefit themselves, nor let others benefit from the 
Prophet. Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn Abbas said 
that the Ayyat, (And they prevent others from him), 
means, they hinder people from believing in 
Muhammad. 

Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah said, 

"The disbelievers of Quraysh used to refrain from 

meeting Muhammad and they discouraged 
people from coming to him." 

Similar was reported from Qatadah, Mujahid and Ad- 
Dahhak and several others, and (by doing so) they 
destroy not but themselves, yet they perceive (it) not. 
They destroy themselves by committing this evil action, 
and its harm will only touch them. Yet, they do not 
perceive this fact! 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[6:25] 

And there are some of them who listen to you, when 
you recite, and We have placed veils, covers, upon 
their hearts so that they do not understand it, [so that] 
they [do not] comprehend the Qur’an; and in their ears 
a heaviness, a deafness, so that they do not hear it with 
a willingness to accept it. And if they were to see every 
sign, they would not believe in it, so that when they 
come to you to argue with you, the disbelievers say, 
‘This, Qur’an, is nothing but the fables, the lies, of the 
ancients’, similar to [their] jokes and strange tales 
(asafir, ‘fables’, is the plural of ustOroj. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And there are those among them who listen to you, 
but We have put coverings on their hearts, so that they 
do not understand, and heaviness in their ears. And if 
they were to see all the signs, they will still not believe in 
them. So much so that, when they come to quarrel 
with you, the disbelievers say, "It is nothing but tales of 
the ancients." [25] 

And from it they prevent and from it they keep away, 
and they ruin none but themselves, and they do not 
realize. [26] 

According to early commentators Dahhak, Qatsadah 
and Muhammad ibn Hanafiyah, was revealed about 
the common disbelievers of Makkah who prevented 
people from listening to the Qur'an and following it - 
and saw to it that they themselves stayed away from it. 
It has also been reported from Sayyidna ’Abdullah ibn 
’Abbas (RA)that this verse concerns the Holy Prophet's 
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respected uncle, Abu Talib, as well as other 

uncles who stopped people from causing pain to him, 
even supported him, but would not believe in the 
Qur'an nor follow it. 

(Mazhari: with narration by Ibn Abi al-Hatim from Sa'id ibn Abi Hilal) 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( AlAsraa 17 46) @6 


and We put covers on their hearts barring them from 
understanding it, and (We put) deafness in their ears; 
and when you refer to your Lord alone (without 
referring to their presumed deities,) in the Qur'an, they 
turn their backs in aversion. 


While explaining about this Ayyat, Hafiz Ibne Kathir said 
in his Tafseer: 

And We have put Akinnah over their hearts, lest they 
should understand it, and in their ears deafness. And 
when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the 
Qur'an, they turn on their backs, fleeing in extreme 
dislike. 

The Veil over the Hearts of the Idolaters 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad (Afe): 

And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you 
and those who believe not in the Hereafter, an invisible 
veil. 

Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, "It is coverings over their 
hearts," as Allah says: 


160 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Wrapped Heart 

And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings 
(screened) from that to which you invite us; and in our 
ears is deafness, and between us and you is a screen. 
( 41 : 5 ) 

meaning, there is something that is stopping and 
preventing your words from reaching us. 
an invisible veil. 

meaning something which covers, or that cannot be 
seen, so there is a barrier between them and 
guidance. 

This is the interpretation that Ibn Jarir (may Allah have 
mercy on him) thought was correct. 

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la Al-Mawusili recorded that Asma' bint 
Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with her) said, 

"When the Ayyat, (Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab 
and perish he!), (111:1) was revealed, the one-eyed 
woman Umm Jamil (the wife of Abu Lahab) came with 
a stone pestle in her hand, screaming, 'What was sent 
to us is somebody blameworthy, or, we reject 
somebody blameworthy 

Abu Musa (RA) - one of the narrators - said, it is I who 
am not sure what was said); we shun his religion and 
disobey whatever he commands!' 

The Messenger of Allah (Xy&Jwas sitting with Abu Bakr 
(RA) by his side. Abu Bakr , May Allah be pleased with 
him, said, 'This woman has come and I am afraid she 
will see you.' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said, (Certainly she will not see me), 
and he recited Qur'an through which he was 
protected from her: 
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And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you 
and those who believe not in the Hereafter, an invisible 
veil. 

She came and found Abu Bakr (RA), but she did not 
see the Prophet. 

She said, 'O Abu Bakr (RA), I have heard that your 
companion is lampooning me.' 

Abu Bakr (RA) said, 'No, by the Lord of this House (the 
Ka'bah), he is not lampooning you.' 

Then she went away, saying, 'The Quraysh know that I 
am the daughter of their master.'" 

And We have put coverings over their hearts, 

Akinnah (coverings) is the plural of Kinan, which covers 
the heart. 

Lest they should understand it, 

means, lest they should understand the Qur'an. 

and in their ears deafness, 

something that will stop them from hearing the Qur'an 
in such a way that they will understand it and be 
guided by it. 

And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the 
Qur'an, 

means, when you declare Allah to be One in your 
recitation, and say La llaha lllallah, 
they turn, 

means they turn away , 

on their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike. 

As Allah says: 

And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those 
who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust 
(from the Oneness of Allah). (39:45) 
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And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the 
Qur'an, 

Commenting on this Ayyat, Qatadah said that; 
when the Muslims said La llaha lllallah, the idolaters 
disliked this and found it intolerable. 

Iblis and his troops hated it, but Allah insisted on 
supporting it so that it would prevail over those who 
opposed it. Whoever uses it against his opponent will 
prevail, and whoever fights for it will be victorious. Only 
the Muslims of the Arabian Peninsula, which can be 
traversed by a rider in a few nights, knew it and 
accepted it, out of all mankind. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[1 7:46] - Allama Jalal uddin Sayuti (ra) said: 

And We place upon their hearts veils, covers, lest they 
should understand it, lest they should understand the 
Qur’an, in other words, and so [in this way] they do not 
understand it, and in their ears a deafness, a 
heaviness, thus they cannot hear it. And when you 
mention your Lord alone in the Qur’an, they turn their 
backs in aversion, to it. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) described this Ayyat in his 
Tafseer: 

And when you recite the Qur'an, We place an invisible 
curtain between you and those who do not believe in 
the Hereafter. [45] 

And We put covers on their hearts, so that 
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they do not understand it, and deafness in their ears. 
And when you refer to your Lord alone in the Qur'an, 
they turn their backs in version. [46] 

Can Magic affect a Prophet? 

A prophet being affected by magic is as possible as 
being affected by sickness. Therefore, blessed prophets 
are not devoid of or detached from human 
characteristics. For instance, they could be wounded, 
run temperature or feel pain. Similarly, they could also 
be affected by magic because, that too, is triggered 
by the influence of physical causes, such as those of 
the Jinn. And it also stands proved from Hadith that 
there was an occasion when the Holy Prophet (Afe) 
was affected by magic. As for the disbelievers calling 
him 'bewitched' moshur in verse, 47. Which the Qur'an 
has refuted for the reason that really meant to call him 
'insan.' (Bayan al-Qur’an) Therefore, the Hadith of 
magic is not contradictory. 

The subject taken up in the first two verses (45, 46) has a 
particular event as a background. According to al- 
Qurtubi reporting on the authority of Sayyidna Sa'id ibn 
Jubayr (RA), when Surah al-Masad al-Lahab (111) was 
revealed in the Qur'an, it also condemned the wife of 
Abu Lahab. She went to the place where the Holy 
Prophet (X*&) used to sit with his Companions. At that 
time, Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) was present there. 
Noticing her coming well ahead of her arrival, he said 
to the Holy Prophet (A&), if you move away from here, 
it will be better. This woman has a sharp tongue. She 
will say things which may cause you pain." He said, "no, 
Allah Taala will put a curtain between me and her." So, 
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she reached there but when she could not see the Holy 
Prophet (X$&) anywhere around, she turned towards 
Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) and said, "your companion has 
satirized us in poetry." 

Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) said, "By Allah, he is no 
composer of poetry, much less that of the kind in which 
people are satirized (hojw)." Thereupon, she left in a 
huff saying, "you are no more than a verifier for him." 
After she was gone, Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) submitted, 
"didn't she see you?" He said, "as long as she was 
here, an angel kept obstructing the view between me 
and her." 

A Quranic formula of remaining hidden from enemy 
sight 

'On occasions when the Holy Prophet (Afe) wished to 
remain hidden from the sight of the Mushriks,' says 
Sayyidna Ka’b (RA), 'he would recite three verses of the 
Holy Qur'an. Such was its effect that the disbelievers 
were unable to see him.' Those three verses are: 

1. (Surely, We have put covers on their hearts, so that 
they do not understand it, and deafness in their ears - 
Surah al-Kahf, (18:57). 

2 . (Those are the ones Allah has put seal on whose 
hearts and hearing and vision - Surah an-Nahl, 16:108). 

3 . (Have you seen the one ‘who has taken; his own 
desire as god while Allah has let him go astray because 
of knowledge [his or His] and has set a seal upon his 
hearing and his heart and placed over his vision a veil - 
Surah al-Jathiyah, 45:23). 

Sayyidna Ka’b (RA) says that he related this thing about 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&) to a Syrian who had to go to 
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adjoining Byzantium on a certain business. He went 
there and stayed for a long time until the local 
disbelievers started harassing him. When he escaped 
from there, they pursued him. At that time, he 
remembered that narrative and recited the three 
verses identified there. It so happened that a screen 
was placed on their eyes why they could not see this 
person who was walking on the same pathway the 
enemies were passing by. 

Imam Tha'labi says that he related this narrative of 
Sayyidna Ka'b (RA) to a resident of the town of Ray. It 
so happened that he was put under arrest by the 
disbelievers of Dailam. For some time he remained 
under detention with them. One day he got a chance 
to escape. They pursued him, but this person also 
recited those three verses. The effect was immediate. 
Allah Taala screened their eyes in a manner that they 
were unable to see him - though, they were walking 
side by side with their clothes touching his clothes. 

Imam al-Qurtubi says that the verses from Surah Ya-Sin 
which were recited by the Holy Prophet (Ait) at the 
time of Hijrah may also be added to the three versed 
cited above. This was when the Mushsriks of Makkah 
had besieged his house. He recited those verses and 
went right through them. In fact, he went by throwing 
dust on their heads and none of them knew anything 
about it. Those verses of Surah Ya’Sin are: 

With the name of Allah the Most-Merciful the Very- 
Merciful. Ya’Sin. By the wise Quran, surely you [O 
Muhammad] are from among the messengers, on a 
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straight path. [This is] a revelation of the Mighty, the 
Very Merciful, that you may warn a people whose 
forefathers were not warned, so they are unaware. The 
word has already taken effect against most of them, so 
they do not believe. Surely, We have placed shackles 
on their necks reaching down to their chins, so they are 
with heads forced high up. And We have placed 
before them an obstruction and behind them an 
obstruction and covered them, so they do not see - 
Surah Ya' Sin, 36: 1-9) Imam al-Qurtubi says that he 
himself went through an incident in the Manthur Castle 
of al-Qartubah in his own country of al-Andalus 
(Spain). I ran in front of the enemy and sat in a corner. 
The enemy sent two equestrians after me. I was on 
open grounds. There was nothing to obstruct the view 
between us. However, I was reciting these verses of 
Surah Ya’Sin. Both these equestrians passed by me. 
Then they went back towards where they had come 
from, saying, 'this person must be some devilling,' 
because they could not see me. Allah Taala had 
turned them blind as far as I was concerned. (Qurtubi) 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


J5 ^>15^555 f c| 5 s i|ii5 llTl 

(Al Kahf-18:57)©7lJjllS],liJ£g^Ju4ll 


Who is more unjust than the one who was reminded 
through the signs of his Lord, but he turned away from 
them, and forgot what his own hands sent ahead. 
Indeed We have put covers on their hearts that bar 
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them from understanding it, and (We have created) 
deafness in their ears. And if you call them to 
guidance, even then they will never adopt the right 
path. 

The Worst People are Those Who turn away after being 
reminded 

Allah says, 

And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of 
the Ayyat (signs) of his Lord, but turns away from them, 

Allah says, 'Who among My creatures does more 
wrong than one who is reminded of the signs of Allah 
then turns away from them,' i.e., ignores them and 
does not listen or pay attention to them. 

Forgetting what his hands have sent forth, 
means, bad deeds and evil actions. 

Truly, We have set over their hearts, 
means, the hearts of these people, 

Akinnah, 

means, coverings. 

Lest they should understand this, 

means, so that they will not understand this Qur'an and 

its clear Message. 

and in their ears, deafness. 

means that they will be deaf in an abstract way, to 
guidance. 

And if you call them to guidance, even then they will 
never be guided. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 18 : 57 ] 

And who does greater wrong than he who has been 
reminded of the signs of his Lord, yet turns away from 
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them and forgets what his hands have sent ahead?, 
what he has committed in the way of disbelief and 
acts of disobedience. Indeed, on their hearts We have 
cast veils, coverings, lest they should understand it, that 
is, lest they should comprehend the Qur’an, in other 
words, and so [as a result] they do not comprehend it; 

and in their ears a deafness, a heaviness, and so they 
do not hear it; and though you call them to guidance, 

they will not be guided in that case, that is, given the 
casting [of veils] mentioned, ever. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And We do not send the messengers but as bearers of 
good tidings and warnings, and those who disbelieve 
raise disputes with the false (arguments) so that they 
may nullify the truth with it. And they have made My 
signs and the warnings given to them a mockery. [56] 
And who is more unjust than the one who was 
reminded through the signs of his Lord but he turned 
away from them and forgot what his own hands sent 
ahead. And We have put covers on their hearts so that 
they do not understand it, and deafness in their ears. 
And should you call them to the right path, even then 
they will never ever take to guidance. [57] 

And your Lord is the Most Forgiving, the Master of 
Mercy. If He seizes them for what they did. He would 
cause their punishment to come soon. But, for them. 
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there is an appointed time from which they will never 
find a refuge. [58] 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




Fuselat/Ham Mem Sajda 41 -.5 

And they say, Our hearts are (wrapped) in covers 
against that (faith) to which you invite us, and there is 
deafness in our ears, and there is a barrier between 
you and us. So, do (in your way). We too are doing (in 
our own way). 


And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings from 
that to which you invite us; and in our ears is deafness, 
and between us and you is a screen, so work you (on 
your way); verily, we are working (on our way)." 


Giving glad tidings and warning, 

means, sometimes it brings glad tidings to the believers, 

and sometimes it brings a warning to the disbelievers. 

but most of them turn away, so they hear not. 

means, most of the Quraysh did not understand 

anything of it at all, despite the fact that it was so clear. 

And they say: "Our hearts are under coverings..." 

meaning, they are wrapped and screened, 

from that to which you invite us; and in our ears is 

deafness, 

means, 'we are deaf to the message you bring to us.' 
and between us and you is a screen. 
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'so nothing of what you say reaches us.' 
so work you (on your way); verily, we are working, 
means, go your way, and we will go our way, and we 
will not follow you. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[41:5] 

And they say, to the Prophet (;£$&), ‘Our hearts are 
veiled, [they are] masked, from that to which you call 
us, and in our ears there is a deafness and between us 
and you there is a partition, a variance over religion, so 
act, 

according to your religion; indeed we shall be acting!’, 
according to our religion. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


a book whose verses are elaborated in the form of an 
Arabic Qur'an for a people who understand [3], 
having good news and warning. Yet most of them 
turned away, so they do not listen. [4] And they say, " 
Our hearts are [wrapped] in covers against that to 
which you invite us, and in our ears there is deafness, 
and between you and us there is a barrier. So, do (in 
your way). We too are doing (in our own way)". [5] 

(And they say, ‘‘Our hearts are [wrapped] in covers 
against that to which you invite us. - 41:5) Here three 
statements of the infidels of Quraysh are reproduced. 
Firstly, they said that there was a cover on their hearts 
against his discourse, and therefore they do not 
understand what he says. Secondly, that their ears are 
deaf to listen to his speech. Thirdly, that there are 
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barriers between him and them. The Holy Qur'an has 
reproduced this statement of theirs in the context of 
denouncing it, which indicates that these statements 
are wrong. But at another place, Qur'an has also 
stated their condition to be the same. A verse of Surah 
An ‘am states: 

But We have put coverings on their hearts, so that they 
do not understand, and heaviness in their ears. - 6:25. 

One may doubt that there is a conflict between this 
verse and that of Surah An'am in this respect. But the 
answer is that the infidels, by saying the above, meant 
that they were helpless and excusable, because their 
hearts were curtained, their ears were leaden and 
there were barriers between them and him. So how 
could they listen to him and accept what he said? This 
is how they proved themselves helpless. And when the 
Holy Qur’an stated their condition (in Surah An'am) to 
be the same, it did not consider them to be helpless, 
rather held them fully capable of hearing and 
understanding. It is when they refused even to hear, 
and had no intention of understanding, then as a 
punishment, heedlessness and ignorance were 
imposed upon them, but not to the degree that they 
were deprived of their volition; rather if they had 
changed their minds even then , their abilities of 
hearing and understanding would have been restored 
fully. (Bayan-ul-Quran) 

Prophetic reply to the Denial and Ridicule of 
Disbelievers 

The infidels saying that their hearts were covered and 
their ears were leaden, etc., were not because they 
had become deaf and bereft of intellect; rather it was 
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a kind of ridicule and jest, which they used to make. 
But the reply to this offensive ridicule that the Holy 
Prophet (Afe) was directed to give was not to be 
offensive in the like manner. But to express his humility 
that he is not Allah, having authority over everything, 
rather he is also a human being; the only difference is 
that his Lord has given him guidance through wahy, 
and has supported him with miracles. It should have 
resulted in all of them declaring their faith in him. Even 
now they are advised to turn in worship and 
obedience to Allah only and to repent and renounce 
the past sins. 

Toward the end of the address, both the aspects of 
glad tidings and of warnings of the Qur'an have been 
presented to them, making it clear that there are dire 
consequences for the mushrikin (those who associate 
partners with Allah) and eternal rewards for the 
believers. In the context of the evil fate of the Mushriks, 
one reason for it, has been mentioned that these 
people did not use to pay Zakat. This gives rise to some 
questions. 

The first one is that these verses were revealed in 
Makkah, whereas Zakat was made obligatory in 
Madinah. So, how can they be accused of non- 
payment of Zakat before Zakat was made obligatory? 

Ibn Kathir, in reply to this question, has said that Zakat, 
in principle, had been obligated along with Salah right 
from the beginning of Islam, as mentioned in Surah 
Muzzammil. However the determination of the Nisab 
(Minimum capital and property for the applicability of 
Zakat) and the arrangements for its collection were 
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made in Madinah. Therefore, it is not correct to say that 
Zakat was not obligated in Makkah. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Deviated Heart 


5.0 - Deviated Heart 

(Tehray Dil) 

Allah mentioned about Deviated Hearts in three 
locations in the Quran. 


- 5.1 

£l*£jl4jU4jLw3lj«£> 

(Si ijiV jTJj jJjij 


( Aale Imran - 3:7) 

He is the One who has revealed to you the Book 
(the Qur'an). Out of it there are verses that are 
Muhkamat (of established meaning), which are the 
principal verses of the Book, and some others are 
Mutoshabihat (whose definite meanings are unknown). 
Now those who have perversity in their hearts go after 
such part of it as is mutashabih, seeking (to create) 
discord, and searching for its interpretation (that meets 
their desires), while no one knows its interpretation 
except Allah; and those well-grounded in knowledge 
say: We believe therein; all is from our Lord. Only the 
men of understanding observe the advice. 

According to explanation of this Ayyat Hafiz Ibne Kathir 
(ra) said: 
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Deviated Heart 


The Mutashabihat and Muhkamat Ayyat 

Allah said, it is He Who has sent down to you the Book. 
In it are verses that are entirely clear, Allah states that in 
the Qur'an, there are Ayyat that are Muhkamat, 
entirely clear and plain, and these are the foundations 
of the Book which are plain for everyone. 

And there are Ayyat in the Qur'an that are 
Mutashabihat not entirely clear for many, or some 
people. So those who refer to the Muhkam Ayyat to 
understand the Mutashabih Ayyat, will have acquired 
the correct guidance, and vice versa. 

This is why Allah said, they are the foundations of the 
Book, meaning, they are the basis of the Qur'an, and 
should be referred to for clarification, when warranted. 
Others are not entirely clear, as they have several 
meanings, some that agree with the Muhkam and 
some that carry other literal indications, although these 
meaning might not be desired. 

The Muhkamat are the Ayyat that explain the 
abrogating rulings, the permissible, prohibited, laws, 
limits, obligations and rulings that should be believed in 
and implemented. 

As for the Mutashabihat Ayyat, they include the 
abrogated Ayyat, parables, oaths, and what should be 
believed in, but not implemented. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar commented on, (In it 
are verses that are entirely clear) as, 

"Containing proof of the Lord, immunity for the servants 
and a refutation of opponents and of falsehood. They 
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cannot be changed or altered from what they were 
meant for." 


He also said, “As for the unclear Ayyat, they can (but 
must not) be altered and changed, and this is a test 
from Allah to the servants, just as He tested them with 
the allowed and prohibited things. So these Ayyat must 
not be altered to imply a false meaning or be distorted 
from the truth." 

Therefore, Allah said, So as for those in whose hearts 
there is a deviation, 

meaning, those who are misguided and deviate from 
truth to falsehood. 

They follow that which is not entirely clear thereof, 
meaning, they refer to the Mutoshabih, because they 
are able to alter its meanings to conform with their false 
interpretation since the wordings of the Mutashabihat 
encompass such a wide area of meanings. 

As for the Muhkam Ayyat, they cannot be altered 
because they are clear and, thus, constitute 
unequivocal proof against the misguided people. 

This is why Allah said, seeking Al-Fitnah, 
meaning, they seek to misguide their following by 
pretending to prove their innovation by relying on the 
Qur'an -- the Mutoshbbih of it - but, this is proof against 
and not for them. 

For instance, Christians might claim that ('Isa is divine 
because) the Qur'an states that he is Ruhullah and His 
Word, which He gave to Mary, all the while ignoring 
Allah's statements, ](He ('Isa) was not more than a 
servant. We granted Our favour to him.) (43:59) and. 
Verily, the likeness of 'Isa (AS)before Allah is the likeness 
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of Adam (AS). He created him from dust, then (He) said 
to him: "Be!" and he was. (3:59) 

There are other Ayyat that clearly assert that 'Isa (AS) is 
but one of Allah's creatures and that he is the servant 
and Messenger of Allah (;&&), among other 
Messengers. 

Allah's statement, And seeking for its Ta'wil, to alter 
them as they desire. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that A’ishah (RA) said, 

"The Messenger of Allah (X$&) recited, (It is He Who has 
sent down to you the Book. In it are verses that are 
entirely clear, they are the foundations of the Book; 
and others not entirely clear), until, (Men of 
understanding) and he said, 

When you see those who argue in it (using the 
Mutashabihat), then they are those whom Allah meant. 
Therefore, beware of them." 

Al-Bukhari recorded a similar hadith in the Tafseer of this 
Ayyat (3:7) as did Muslim in the book of Qador (the 
Divine Will) in his Sahih, and Abu Dawud in the Sunnah 
section of his Sunan, from A’ishah (RA); 

"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) recited this Ayyat, (It is 
He Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are verses 
that are entirely clear), until, (And none receive 
admonition except men of understanding). 

He then said. When you see those who follow what is 
not so clear of the Qur'an, then they are those whom 
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Allah described, so beware of them." This is the 
wording recorded by Al-Bukhari. 

Only Allah Knows the True Ta'wil (Interpretation) of the 
Mutashabihat 

Allah said, But none knows its Ta'wil except Allah. 
Similarly, as preceded in what has been reported from 
Ibn Abbas (RA), 

“Tafseer is of four types: 

Tafseer that the Arabs know in their language; 

Tafseer that no one is excused of being ignorant of; 
Tafseer that the scholars know; and 
Tafseer that is only Allah knows." 

Scholars of Qur'an recitation have different opinions 
about pausing at Allah's Name in this Ayyat. This stop 
was reported from A’ishah (RA), Urwah (RA), Abu Ash- 
Sha'tha' and Abu Nahik. 

Some pause after reciting, (And those who are firmly 
grounded in knowledge), saying that the Qur'an does 
not address the people with what they cannot 
understand. 

Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said, “I am among those who are firmly grounded in its 
Ta'wil interpretation." 

The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) supplicated for the 
benefit of Ibn Abbas (RA), 

O Allah! Bestow on him knowledge in the religion and 
teach him the Ta'wil (interpretation). 

Ta'wil has two meanings in the Qur'an, 

the true reality of things, and what they will turn out to 

be. 
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For instance, Allah said, 

And he said: "O my father! This is the Ta'wil of my dream 
aforetime!" (12:100) 

and, await they just for its Ta'wil On the Day (Day of 
Resurrection) it's Ta'wil is finally fulfilled. (7:53) 
refers to the true reality of Resurrection that they were 
told about. 

If this is the meaning desired in the Ayyat above (3:7) 
then pausing after reciting Allah's Name is warranted, 
because only Allah knows the true reality of things. 

In this case, Allah's statement, (And those who are 
firmly grounded in knowledge) is connected to His 
statement, (say: "We believe in it"). 

If the word Ta'wil means the second meaning, that is, 
explaining and describing, such as what Allah said, 
(They said): "Inform us of the Ta'wil of this"), (12:36) 
meaning its explanation, then pausing after reciting, 
(And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge) is 
warranted. This is because the scholars have general 
knowledge in, and understand what they were 
addressed with, even though they do not have 
knowledge of the true reality of things. Therefore, 
Allah's statement, (say: "We believe in it") describes the 
conduct of the scholars. 

Similarly, Allah said, And your Lord comes, and the 
angels, in rows. (89:22) means, your Lord will come, and 
the angels will come in rows. 

Allah's statement that the knowledgeable people 
proclaim. 

We believe in it, means, they believe in the 
Mutashabih. All of it is from our Lord, 
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meaning, both the Muhkom and the Mutoshabih are 
true and authentic, and each one of them testifies to 
the truth of the other. This is because they both are 
from Allah and nothing that comes from Allah is ever 
met by contradiction or discrepancy. 

Allah said, do they not then consider the Qur'an 
carefully! Had it been from other than Allah, they 
would surely have found therein many a contradiction. 
(4:82) 

Allah said in this Ayyat, And none receive admonition 
except men of understanding. 

meaning, those who have good minds and sound 
comprehension, understand, contemplate and 
comprehend the meaning in the correct manner. 

Further, Ibn Al-Mundhir recorded in his Tafseer that Nafi' 
bin Yazid said, 

"Those firmly grounded in knowledge are those who are 
modest for Allah's sake, humbly seek His pleasure, and 
do not exaggerate regarding those above them, or 
belittle those below them." 

Allah said that they supplicate to their Lord, 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[3:7] - Hazrat Jalal uddin Sayuti mentioned in his 
Tafseer: 

He it is Who revealed to you the Book, wherein are 
verses [that are] clear, lucid in proof, forming the 
Mother Book, the original basis for rulings, and others 
allegorical, whose meanings are not known, such as 
the opening verses of some sOras. He [Allah] refers to 
the whole [Qur’an] as: 
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1) ‘clear’ [ muhkam] where He says [A Book] whose 
verses have been made clear [Q. 11:1], 
meaning that it contains no imperfections; and as 
2) ‘Allegorical’ [ mutoshabih ], where He says A Book 
repeating in various aspects. [Q. 39:23], 
meaning that its parts resemble each other in terms of 
beauty and veracity. As for those in whose hearts is 
deviation, inclination away from truth, they follow the 
allegorical part, desiring sedition, among the ignorant 
of them, throwing them into specious arguments and 
confusion, and desiring its interpretation, its 
explanation, and none knows its interpretation, its 
explanation, save Allah, Him alone. And those firmly 
rooted, established and capable, in knowledge (al- 
rasikhOna fT’l-'ilm is the subject, the predicate of which 
is [what follows]) say, ‘We believe in it, the allegorical 
part, that it is from Allah, and we do not know its 
meaning; all, of the clear and the allegorical, is from 
our Lord’; yet none remembers ( yadhdhakkar , the 
initial fa’ [of yatadhakkar] has been assimilated with 
the dhal), that is, none is admonished, but people of 
pith, possessors of intellect, who, when they see those 
following that [allegorical part only], also say: 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) says: 

Moving from the affirmation of the principle of Allah's 
Oneness, the text now answers some doubts raised 
against it. As stated briefly a little earlier, this verse was 
revealed in a specific background. Once a group of 
Christians came to the Holy Prophet (Xsfe) and started 
talking about religion. The Holy Prophet refuted 
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their doctrine of Trinity in details and proved the 
Oneness of Allah with reference to the eternal 
existence, the perfect power, the all-encompassing 
knowledge' and the most unique creativity of Allah 
Almighty who had to be One and indivisible. The 
Christians had to accept these premises and once 
Touhid was proved, the converse, that is, the belief in 
Trinity was proved untenable. The Christians then 
Expressed their doubts about some words of the Holy 
Qur'an in which Sayyidna 'Isa (AS) i.e. Jesus Christ has 
been called 'Ruhulluh ('the Spirit of Allah) or 
'Kalmatullah (the Word of Allah), which according to 
them led to prove that Sayyidna ‘Isa (AS) had a share 
in the divinity of Allah. 

Through this verse, Allah Almighty has put an end to 
these doubts by saying that such expressions are in the 
category of Muttoshobihot. Where the outward 
meaning is not intended; they are, rather, a secret 
between Allah and His Messenger (;&&), the reality of 
which cannot become manifest to others for whom it is 
not even appropriate to go about determining the 
possible meanings of these words. One has to have 
faith in them by believing that whatever Allah Almighty 
has elected to mean through them is the truth. It is not 
permissible to dig deeper and mount further researches 
in this direction. 

Meaning of Muhkam and Mutashabih 

Allah Almighty has, by mentioning: Muhkamat and 
Mutashabih at right there in the beginning, pointed out 
towards a general principle, which, if understood, 
could eradicate many doubts and disputes. The 
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principle is that the Holy Qur'an has two kinds of verses; 
one is known as the Muhkmat (of established meaning) 
and the other as the Mutashabihat (whose definite 
meanings are unknown). 

Muhkmat is the name of verses the meaning of which is 
open and clear to one who knows the rules of Arabic 
grammar fairly well. But when the meanings and 
explanations of particular verses are not clear to such' 
a person, then, such verses are called the 
Mutashabihat. (Mazhari, v.2) 

Allah Almighty has called the first kind of verses, that is, 
the Muhkmat; Umm al-Kitab ('which has been 
translated literally as mother verses') meaning thereby 
that such verses are the very root and essence of all 
teachings, and the meanings and explanations of 
which are free of doubt or ambiguity. 

(Since the exact intention of the second kind of verses, 
that is, the Mutashabihat remains ambiguous and 
uncertain; therefore, the correct method of their 
interpretation would be to harmonize them with the first 
kind, that is, the Muhkamat. Then, the rule is that any 
interpretation of the Mutashabihat that goes against 
the first kind should be rejected absolutely and only 
that interpretation should be given credence, which is 
not against the verses of established meaning 
(Muhkamat). For example, the Holy Qur'an has clarified 
the position of Sayyidna 'Isa (AS) (Jesus Christ) by saying 
(he is nothing but a servant upon whom We have 
bestowed Our blessing- 43:59), or as elsewhere in the 
Qur'an, by (the example of Isa (AS) before Allah is like 
that of Adam (AS) whom He created from clay - 359). 
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Deviated Heart 


These and several other verses like them show it clearly 
that Sayyidna 'Isa Masih, (AS), is a chosen servant of 
Allah created by Him. Therefore, the claim of Christians 
investing him with godhood and sonship is not correct. 

If someone closes his eyes towards all these verses that 
have an established meaning and unnecessarily coils 
with the expressions (the Word of Allah) and (a spirit 
from Him). Their likes from the category of 
Mutoshabihot (verses whose definite meanings cannot 
ascertained) and starts deducing from them meanings 
that are against the M uhkamat of Qur'an and other 
consistent statements then, that would be a simple 
case of going astray and being obstinate. 

Allah alone knows the real meanings of Mutashabihat. 
It is He who has mercy and favour, informs anyone He 
chooses of whatever part of the unknown He wills. 
Therefore, it is not correct to try to impose a certain 
meaning based on one's personal opinion. 

The purpose of the statement is now those who have 
crookedness in their hearts ...' that people who are 
gentle in nature do not go about investigating much 
about Mutashabihat. Instead, they accept these 
verses and simply believe in them taking these as the 
true Word of Allah. They realise that He, due to some 
wise consideration of His, did not reveal to us their 
meaning. This approach is, indeed, the safest and the 
most cautious. But, quite contrary to this, there still are 
people with crookedness in their hearts. They, with eyes 
closed, go on investigating and deliberating on 
Mutashabihat to justify meanings that suit their fancies 
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so that they can lead people astray. For such people, 
stern warnings have appeared in the Qur'an and 
Hadith. 

Sayyidna A’ishah (RA) says that the Messenger of Allah 
(A&) said: When you see people busy investigating 
into the Mutoshobihot, stay away from them because 
these are the same people Allah has talked about (in 
the Qur'an). (Bukhari, v.2) 

In another hadith, he said: I have three apprehensions 
about my people (ummah): 

(1) That they become wealthy and start to envy each 
other resulting in rifts and bloodshed; 

(2) That the Book of Allah is trifled with (that is, even the 
uninitiated and ignorant claim its perfect 
understanding through translations) and that which is 
not supposed to be understood ( Mutoshobihot ) 
becomes the very object of deliberations and 
investigations although Allah alone is the One who 
knows their meaning; 

(3) That they allow their knowledge once it has 
increased, go to waste by forsaking efforts to increase 
it further. 

(Ibn Kathir with reference to Tabarani) 

Who are the ones 'well grounded’ in knowledge as 

9 9 j ( 

identified towards the end of the verse: 

4j Hi! (jjJ|Sj) Muslims scholars have offered different 

explanations in this connection. The weightier position is 
that the reference here is to ahl al-sunnah wa al- 
jama'ah, the main body of Muslims who give credence 
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only to that interpretation and explanation of the Holy 
Qur'an and Sunnah. Which has been authentically 
reported from the blessed Companions, the righteous 
generations following them, and upon which there is 
the consensus of the Muslim community. Who believe 
that the Muhkamat (verses of established meaning) of 
Qur'an are its axis and centre, and who, humbly 
confessing their limitations of knowledge and insight, 
leave to Allah the real meanings of Mutashabihat, 
which are beyond their comprehension and 
conceptualization. They are never proud of their 
knowledge, howsoever perfect it may be, or of the 
strength of their faith. Instead of that, they constantly 
pray to Allah seeking steadfastness from Him, and His 
grace and mercy. They do not have mischief-prone 
temperaments, which would instigate them to follow 
Mutashabihat alone as the object of their intellectual 
pursuit. They take both, the Muhkamat and the 
Mutashabihat , to be the truth because they firmly 
believe: that both kinds of verses have emanated from 
one single source. But, the need to find out the 
meanings of the Muhkamat was, of course, useful and 
essential for us. This Allah Almighty has not kept secret. 
The meanings of such verses have been made very 
open and clear. Since Allah Almighty has elected not 
to disclose the meanings of Mutashabihat to us due to 
some wise consideration of His, it is simply not necessary 
for us to find it out. That we believe in them as they are 
is sufficient. (Abridged from Mazhari) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Ijujls tiuj -- 5.2 


Aale Imran - 3:8 (D «Lulclj| 

Our Lord, do not let our hearts deviate from the right 
path after You have given us guidance, and bestow 
upon us mercy from Your own. Surely, You, and You 
alone, are the One who bestows in abundance. 


Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) 
after You have guided us. 

meaning, "Do not deviate our hearts from the 
guidance after You allowed them to acquire it. Do not 
make us like those who have wickedness in their hearts, 
those who follow the Mutoshabih in the Qur'an. Rather, 
make us remain firmly on Your straight path and true 
religion." 

And grant us from Lodunko, meaning, from You, 

Mercy, with which You make our hearts firm, and 
increase in our Faith and certainty. 

Truly, You are the Bestower. 

Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded that Umm 
Salamah (RA) said that the Prophet (Afe) used to 
supplicate, O You Who changes the hearts, make my 
heart firm on Your religion. 

He then recited, 

"Our Lord! Verily, it is You Who will gather mankind 
together on the Day about which there is no doubt” 
meaning, they say in their supplication: O our Lord! You 
will gather Your creation on the Day of Return, judge 
between them and decide over what they disputed 
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about. Thereafter, You will reward or punish each 
according to the deeds they did in this life. 

Verily, Allah never breaks His Promise.'' 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 3 : 8 ] 

Our Lord, do not cause our hearts to deviate, do not 
cause them to incline away from the truth. In [their] 
desire to interpret it, such as is inappropriate for us — as 
You caused the hearts of those [others] to deviate — 
after You have guided us, [after] You have shown us 
the way to it; and give us mercy from You, as a 
strengthening; You are the Bestowed. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Sequence The previous verse mentioned 'those well- 
grounded in knowledge' who, in spite of their excellent 
knowledge, were not proud of their excellence. 
Instead of that, they elected to have faith in what 
comes from their Lord. The present verse mentions yet 
another excellence of theirs - which they pray for 
steadfastness on the right path, not for any worldly 
gains, but for salvation in the life-to-come. 

Commentary 

The verse shows us that guidance and straying are from 
Allah alone. When Allah intends to guide someone, He 
makes his heart tilt towards what is good and right; and 
when He decides to let someone go astray, He turns his 
heart away from the straight path. 

This is just as it was said in a hodith of the Holy Prophet 
(Afe): There is no heart, which is not there in between 
the two of Allah's fingers - He makes it firm on the truth 
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as long as He wills, and turns it away from the truth 
when He wills. 

He is Allah, absolute in power. He does what He wills. 
Therefore, those who are concern about how to 
remain firm in their faith, they go to the source. 
Requesting and praying Allah for steadfastness. The 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) always used to pray for it as it 
appears in a hodith: (0 reverser of hearts, make our 
hearts firm on the faith chosen by You). (Mazhari) 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


Jlii I 3 - 5.3 

(O ' >5 pj\ <5^ y <uii 5 h ) $ $ ' > i UlS \ 


( AlSaff-61:5) 

And remember) when Musa (AS) said to his people, 

0 my people, why do you hurt me, while you know that 

1 am a messenger of Allah (AS) sent towards you. So, 
when they adopted deviation, Allah let their hearts 
become deviate. And Allah does not guide the sinful 
people. 

And when Musa (AS) said to his people: 

"O my people! Why do you annoy me while you know 
certainly that I am the Messenger of Allah (AS) to you? 
So, when they turned away (from the path of Allah), 
Allah turned their hearts away (from the right path). 

And Allah guides not the people who are rebellious. 
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Musa admonishes His People for annoying Him 

Allah states, 

And when Musa (ASA) said to his people: "O my 
people! Allah states that His servant and Messenger 
Musa (AS), son of Imran, to whom Allah spoke directly, 
said to his people, 

Why do you annoy me while you know certainly that I 
am the Messenger of Allah (AS) to you? 
meaning, 'why do you annoy me even though you 
know my truth regarding the Message that I brought 
you' This brings consolation for Allah's Messenger for 
what the disbelievers among his people and others did 
to him. And it orders him to be patient. 

This is why he once said. 

May Allah have mercy with Musa (AS): he was 
annoyed more than this, yet he was patient. 

By it believers are prohibited from harming or bothering 
the Prophet in any way or form. 

As Allah the Exalted said, 

O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed 
Musa (AS), but Allah cleared him of that which they 
alleged, and he was honorable before Allah. (33:69) 

And His saying: 

So, when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts 
away, 

means, when the Jews turned away from following the 
guidance, even though they knew it, Allah turned their 
hearts away from the guidance. Instead, Allah placed 
doubts, suspicion and failure in their hearts, just as He 
said. 

And We shall turn their hearts and vision away, as they 
refused to believe therein for the first time, and we shall 
leave them in their trespass to wander blindly. 
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And His saying; 

And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger 
after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and 
follows other than the believers' way. We shall keep him 
in the path he has chosen, and enter him in Hell, what 
an evil destination it is! (4:115), 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[61 :5] - Hazrat Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) says: 

And, mention, when Moses (AS) said to his people, ‘O 
my people, why do you harm me — [for] they had said 
that he had a hernia in his testicles, which he did not 
have, and they denied him — when certainly (qad is 
for confirmation) you know that I am the messenger of 
Allah (AS) to you?’ (onnT rasulu’Lldhi ilaykum : this 
sentence is a circumstantial qualifier) and [when you 
know that] messengers ought to be respected. So 
when they deviated, when they swerved away from 
the truth by harming him, Allah caused their hearts to 
deviate: He turned them away from guidance, in 
accordance to what He had preordained since pre- 
eternity, and Allah does not guide the immoral folk, 
those who, in His knowledge, are disbelievers. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And (remember) when Musa (AS) said to his people, "O 
my people, why do you hurt me, while you know that I 
am a messenger of Allah towards you." Therefore, 
when they adopted crookedness, Allah let their hearts 
become crooked. And Allah does not guide the sinful 
people. 
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The main subject of this Surah for which it was revealed 
is to mention the dearest action in the sight of Allah. 
This verse states that it is jihad in Allah's way, and that 
the best row of battle in the sight of Allah is the one 
firmly established against Allah's enemies to make 
Allah's word prevail, and which, because of the valour 
and unshaken determination of Mujahidin, looks like a 
strong structure cemented with molten lead. 

This is followed by a description of the Jihads which 
Prophets Musa (AS) and Isa (AS) fought in Allah's 
Cause, and how they suffered at the hands of the 
enemies. After this description, the Muslims are directed 
to undertake jihad. The stories of Prophets Musa (AS) 
and 'Isa (AS) have many academic and practical 
lessons and guidance to offer. For instance, it is 
describe in the story of 'Isa (AS) that when he invited 
the Children of Israel to accept his prophet-hood and 
obey him, he mentioned two things in particular. 

First, he said that he was not a unique Prophet who 
came with unique teachings. In fact, his teachings 
were the same as those of the previous prophets. They 
are mentioned in the earlier celestial scriptures, and the 
same teachings will be imparted later by the Final 
Messenger of Allah (Xs^)From among the earlier 
Scriptures, Torah is specially mentioned in this context, 
probably because that was the latest Scripture that 
was revealed to the Children of Israel. Otherwise, belief 
in the Prophets embraces all the previous Scriptures of 
Allah. This also points out that the Shari'ah of 'Isa (AS) 
was, though an independent Shari'ah, its most rules 
conformed to the sacred laws of Musa (AS) and the 


193 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Deviated Heart 

Torah. Only a few laws had been changed. This theme 
covered the subject of belief in the previous Prophets 
and their Books. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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6.0 - Sick Heart 

(Be’mar Dil) 


In Quran, there are seven occurrences where Allah 
discussed about sick hearts. 





6.1 


( AlBaqra - 2:10) Q0 

In their hearts there is a malady, so Allah has made 
them grow in their malady; and for them there is a 
grievous punishment, because they have been lying. 


Imam ul Mufaserin Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) discussed 
about the diseases of Munafiqeen: 

The Meaning of 'Disease' in this Ayyat 

Allah said, in their hearts is a disease and Allah has 
increased their disease. A painful torment is theirs, 
because they used to tell lies. 

As-Suddi narrated from Abu Malik and (also) from Abu 
Salih, from Ibn Abbas (RA), and (also) Murrah Al- 
Hamdani from Ibn Mas'ud and other Companions that 
this Ayyat, (In their hearts is a disease), means, 'doubt', 
and, (And Allah has increased their disease) also 
means 'doubt'. 


Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Abu Al-Aliyah, 
Ar-Rabi bin Anas and Qatadah also said similarly. 
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on, 

(In their hearts is a disease), 
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"A disease in the religion, not a physical disease. They 
are the hypocrites and the disease is the doubt that 
they brought to Islam. 

(And Allah has increased their disease) 
meaning, increased them in shameful behavior." 

He also recited. As for those who believe, it has 
increased their faith, and they rejoice. But as for those 
in whose hearts is a disease, it will add disgrace to their 
disgrace. (9:124-125) 
and commented, 

"Evil to their evil and deviation to their deviation." 

This statement by Abdur-Rahman is true, and it 
constitutes a punishment that is compatible to the sin, 
just as the earlier scholars stated. 

Similarly, Allah said. While as for those who accept 
guidance, He increases their guidance and grants 
them their piety. (47:1 7) 

Allah said next, because they used to tell lies. 

The hypocrites have two characteristics, they lie and 
they deny the Unseen. 

The scholars who stated that the Prophet (;£$&) knew 
the hypocrites of his time have only the Hadith of 
Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman (RA) as evidence. In it the 
Prophet (X$&) gave him the names of fourteen 
hypocrites during the battle of Tabuk. These hypocrites 
plotted to assassinate the Prophet (X*&) during the 
night on a hill in that area. They planned to excite the 
Prophet's (Afe) camel, so that she would throw him 
down the hill. Allah informed the Prophet (;&&) about 
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their plot, and the Prophet told Hudhayfah their 

names. 

As for the other hypocrites, Allah said about them. 

And among the Bedouins around you, some are 
hypocrites, and so are some among the people of 
Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you 
(O Muhammad) know them not, We know them. 
(9:101) and. If the hypocrites, and those in whose 
hearts is a disease, and those who spread false news 
among the people in Al-Madinah do not cease, We 
shall certainly let you overpower them, then they will 
not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a little 
while. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, 
and killed with a (terrible) slaughter. (33:60-61) 

These Ayyat prove that the Prophet (;£$&) was not 
informed about the hypocrites of his time. Rather, the 
Prophet (;£$&) was only informed about their 
characteristics, and he used to assume that some 
people possessed these characteristics. 

Similarly, Allah said. Had We willed. We could have 
shown them to you, and you should have known them 
by their marks; but surely, you will know them by the 
tone of their speech! (47:30) 

The most notorious hypocrite at that time was Abdullah 
bin Ubayy bin Salul; Zayd bin Arqam (RA) - the 
Companion - gave truthful testimony to that effect. 

In addition, Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) once mentioned 
the matter of Ibn Salul to the Prophet (;£$&), who said, 

I would not like the Arabs to say to each other that 
Muhammad ($$&) is killing his Companions. Yet, when 
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Ibn Salul died, the Prophet (Afe) performed the funeral 
prayer for him and attended his funeral just as he used 
to do with other Muslims. It was recorded in the Sahih 
that the Prophet said, 

I was given the choice (to pray for him or not), so I 
chose. In another narration, the Prophet (Ait) said. 

If I knew that by asking (Allah to forgive Ibn Salul) more 
than seventy times that He would forgive him, then I 
would do that. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 2 : 10 ] 

Allama Sayuti (ra) says about the sickness of the hearts: 
In their hearts is a sickness: doubt and hypocrisy, which 
ails their hearts, debilitating them; and Allah has 
increased their sickness with what He has revealed in 
the Qur’an, since they disbelieve it; and there awaits 
them a painful chastisement because they used to lie 
(read yukadhdhibun to imply [that they used to call] 
the Prophet of Allah (Afe) [a liar], or yakdhibun to 
imply their [mendacity when] saying ‘we believe’). 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Allah, Himself cannot possibly be deceived and Divine 
Revelation protects the Holy Prophet A& from all 

trickery and deceit, so that the hypocrites themselves 
will have to bear, in the other world as well as in this, 
the punishment for their presumptuousness. 
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The verse indicates why the hypocrites behave so 
foolishly and why they fail to see the folly of their 
course: 

In their hearts, there is a malady, so Allah has made 
them grow in their malady. 

Now, illness or disease, in the general medical sense, is 
a state in which a man has lost the balanced 
proportion of the elements within him necessary to 
keep him healthy, so that his body can no longer 
function properly, which may finally lead to his total 
destruction. In the terminology of the Holy Qur'an and 
the Hadith the word 'disease' is also applied to certain 
mental or psychic states (we are using the two terms in 
the original and more comprehensive sense). Which 
hinder man from attaining any degree of spiritual 
perfection, for they gradually deprive him of the ability 
to perform good deeds, and even of ordinary human 
decency, till he meets with his spiritual death. 

The great spiritual master, Junaid (ra) of Baghdad, has 
said that just as the diseases of the body arise from an 
imbalance among the four humours, the diseases of 
the heart arise from surrender to one's physical desires. 
According to the present verse, the disease hidden in 
their hearts is unbelief and rejection of the truth, which 
is as much a physical sickness as a spiritual one. It is all 
too obvious that being ungrateful to one's Creator and 
Nourisher and going against His commandments is to 
be spiritually sick. Moreover, to keep this disbelief 
concealed for the sake of petty worldly gains and not 
to have the courage to speak out one’s mind is no less 
a disease of the soul. Hypocrisy is a physical disease too 
as far as the hypocrite is always shuddering for fear of 
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being exposed. Jealousy being a necessary ingredient 
of hypocrisy, he cannot bear to see the Muslims 
growing stronger in the world, and yet the poor 
hypocrite cannot even have the satisfaction of 
unburdening his heart of the venom. No wonder, that 
all this tension should express itself in physical ailment. 

As for Allah making them grow in their malady, it means 
that they are jealous of the growing strength of the 
Muslims, but it is Allah's will to make the position of the 
Muslims even stronger, as they can see for themselves, 
which feeds their bile and keeps the disease of their 
hearts growing. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( AlAnfaal - 8:49) <39 


When the hypocrites and those who have a malady in 
their hearts said, the belief of these people has 
deluded them. And whoever places his trust in Allah 
(becomes victorious, because) Allah is Mighty, Wise. 


In the commentary of this Ayyat Moulana Ibne Kathir 
(ra) says: 

When the hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a 
disease (of disbelief) said: "These people (Muslims) are 
deceived by their religion." 

But whoever puts his trust in Allah, and then surely, Allah 
is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 
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The Position of the Hypocrites in Badr 


Sick Heart 


When the hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a 
disease (of disbelief) said: "These people (Muslims) are 
deceived by their religion." 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) said that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
commented, 

"When the two armies drew closer to each other, Allah 
made the Muslims looks few in the eyes of the idolaters 
and the idolaters look few in the eyes of the Muslims. 
The idolaters said, (These people (Muslims) are 
deceived by their religion), because they thought that 
Muslims were so few. They believed, without doubt, 
that they would defeat the Muslims. Allah said, (But 
whoever puts his trust in Allah, then surely, Allah is All- 
Mighty, All-Wise). 

Qatadah commented, 

"They saw a group of believers who came in defense of 
Allah's religion. We were informed that when he saw 
Muhammad (Afe) and his Companions, Abu Jahl said, 
'By Allah! After this day, they will never worship Allah!' 
He said this in viciousness and transgression." 

Amir Ash-Sha'bi said, "Some people from Makkah were 
considering embracing Islam, but when they went with 
the idolaters to Badr and saw how few the Muslims 
were, they said, (These people (Muslims) are deceived 
by their religion)." 

Allah said next, But whoever puts his trust in Allah, 
and relies on His grace, then surely, Allah is All-Mighty, 
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and verily, those who take His side (in the dispute) are 
never overwhelmed, for His side is mighty, powerful and 
His authority is All-Great, 

All-Wise, in all His actions, for He places everything in its 
rightful place, giving victory to those who deserve it 
and defeat to those who deserve it. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[8:49] 

When the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a 
sickness, a weakness of faith, said, ‘Their religion has 
deluded them’, that is, the Muslims, for they had set out 
to fight a large army despite their small number, in the 
mistaken belief that they will be victorious because of 
this. Allah, exalted be He, says in response to them: but 
whoever relies on Allah, [whoever] puts his trust in Him, 
he will triumph; for truly Allah is Mighty, 

His way will prevail, Wise, in His actions. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi (ra) discuss regarding the sickness of the 
hearts: 

When the hypocrites and those who have a malady in 
their hearts said, 'The belief of these people has 
deluded them!’ And whoever places his trust in Allah, 
then, Allah is Mighty, Wise. [49] 

In the verse mentioned there is a common saying of 
the hypocrites of Madinah and the polytheists of 
Makkah. It was almost in a strain of combined 
sympathy and contempt that it was said about 
Muslims: (The belief of these people has deluded 
them). It means that those handful of Muslims had 
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come all the way to the battlefield of Badr to 
challenge an army so powerful and well equipped as if 
those poor people have been deluded by their faith 
which seems to have thrown them into the jaws of 
death. 

Responding to them, Allah Taala said: (And whoever 
places his trust in Allah, then, Allah is Mighty, Wise). The 
sense of the statement is that one who places his total 
trust in Allah never runs into disgrace because Allah is 
all dominating and when it comes to wisdom, there is 
no plan or intelligence or insight into the future which 
can hold before it. In other words, those who know no 
more than what is material would only place their trust 
in nothing but the material. How would they know the 
secret power, which lies in the treasures of the One 
who has created everything material. This power 
accompanies those who believe in Allah Taala and 
place their total trust in Him. 

Even in our day, there are those religiously observing 
and innocent- looking Muslims who would become 
ready targets for those who claim to have advanced 
rationally and intellectually. Who would benignly 
dismiss them as old-timers who might as well be left 
alone. But, should such people be armed with perfect 
faith and trust in Allah, no harm can touch them - even 
if intended and tried. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( AtTouba - 9 =1 25) ©£)jji^ 


As for those who have malady in their hearts, it adds 
further impurity to their (initial) impurity, and they die 
infidels. 


But as for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add 
Rijs (doubt) to their Rijs (doubt); and they die while they 
are disbelievers. 


Faith of the Believers increases, while Hypocrites 
increase in Doubts and Suspicion 

Allah said. And whenever there comes down a Surah, 
Then among the hypocrites are. 

Some of them say: "Which of you has had his faith 
increased by it!" 

They say to each other, which among you had his faith 
increased by this Surah (from the Qur'an). 

Allah the Exalted said. 

As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, 
and they rejoice. 

This Ayyat is one of the mightiest evidences that faith 
increases and decreases, as is the belief of most of the 
Solof and later generations of scholars and Imams. 
Many scholars said that there is a consensus on this 
ruling. We explained this subject in detail in the 
beginning of the explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari, may 
Allah grant him His mercy. 
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Allah said next. But as for those in whose hearts is a 
disease, it will add Rijs to their Rijs. 

The Surah increases them in doubt, and brings more 
suspicion on top of the doubts and suspicion that they 
had before. Allah said in another Ayyat, 

And We send down in the Qur'an that which is a 
healing. (17:82) 

and, Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a 
healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there is 
heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it (the Qur'an) is 
blindness for them. They are those who are called from 
a place far away (so they neither listen nor 
understand)." (41 :44) 

This indicates the misery of the hypocrites and 
disbelievers, since, what should bring guidance to their 
hearts is instead a cause of misguidance and 
destruction for them. Similarly, those who get upset by 
a type of food, for instance, will be upset and anxious 
even more if they are fed that food! 
and they die while they are disbelievers. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[9:125] 

But as for those in whose hearts is sickness, a weakness 
of faith, it only adds abomination to their abomination, 
that is, [it only adds] disbelief to their disbelief, since 
they disbelieve in it, and they die while they were 
disbelievers. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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But those who have malady in their hearts are 
increased by it in impurity in addition to their own 
impurity, and they die infidels. 

Sayyidna Ali (RA) has said, 'when 'Iman enters the 
heart, it is like a radiant dot. As 'Iman increases, its 
radiance increases until the whole heart becomes 
blissfully radiant. Similarly, disbelief and hypocrisy start 
appearing on the heart first as a black dot. Then, with 
every increase in sin and disbelief, the dot keeps 
increasing in size until the whole heart turns black.' 
(Tafseer Mazhari). 

For this reason, the noble Companions of the Holy 
Prophet used to tell each other, 'let us sit together 
for a while and remind each other of things relating to 
our Din and 'akhirah so that it increases our 'Iman.' 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


@ ^ 2 y ujui ^ x ? r / 10 


( AlHajj 22:53) (SB 

(All this is allowed to be done) so that He may make 
what Satan casts a trial for those in whose hearts there 
is a disease, and whose hearts are hard; and surely the 
wrongdoers are in the utmost antagonism 


That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Satan a 
trial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose 
hearts are hardened. And certainly, the wrongdoers 
are in an opposition far-off (from the truth). 
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Sick Heart 


That He (Allah) may make what Satan a trial throws in 
for those in whose hearts is a disease, 

meaning, doubt, Shirk, disbelief and hypocrisy. 

Ibn Jurayj said: ” those in whose hearts is a disease”, 
"The hypocrites, and 

‘‘And whose hearts are hardened”. 

means the idolaters." 

‘‘And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition 
far-off”, means, far away in misguidance, resistance 
and stubbornness, i.e., far from the truth and the 
correct way. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 

[ 22 : 53 ] 

That He may make what Satan has cast a trial, a test, 
for those in whose hearts is a sickness, dissension and 
hypocrisy, and those whose hearts are hardened, 
namely, the idolaters, [hardened] against acceptance 
of the truth. For truly the evildoers, the disbelievers, are 
[steeped] in extreme defiance, [in] a protracted feud 
with the Prophet (;£$&) and the believers, for his tongue 
uttered mention of their gods in a way that pleased 
them, and yet this was later nullified. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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(all this is allowed to be done) so that He may make 
what Satan casts a trial for those in whose hearts there 
is a disease and whose hearts are hard; and surely the 
wrongdoers are in the utmost antagonism. 

(For more detail, see chapter 1 .4) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( AlAhzab -33:1 2) - 


(Remember) when the hypocrites and those having 
malady in their hearts were saying, Allah and His 
messenger (;ftfe) did not promise us but deceitfully; 


And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a 
disease said: "Allah and His Messenger (X$&) promised 
us nothing but delusion!" 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) described the sickness of the heart 
of munafiqeen: 

How the Believers were tested, and the Position of the 
Hypocrites during the Battle of Al-Khandaq 

Allah tells, there, the believers were tried and shaken 
with a mighty shaking. 

Allah tells us what happened when the confederates 
surrounded Al-Madinah and the Muslims were 
besieged and found themselves in straitened 
circumstances, with the Messenger of Allah (Xyfe) in 
their midst. They were tried and tested, and were 
shaken with a mighty shaking. At this time hypocrisy 
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emerged, and those in whose hearts was a disease 
spoke about what they really felt. 

And when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a 
disease said: "Allah and His Messenger (;£$&) promised 
us nothing but delusion!" 

Their hypocrisy became apparent, while the one in 
whose heart was doubt became weak, and he 
expressed the ideas that were in his heart because of 
the weakness of his faith and the difficulty of the 
situation. And other people said, as Allah tells us: 

And when a party of them said: "O people of Yathrib..." 
meaning Al-Madinah, as it was reported in the Sahih: 

I was shown in a dream the place to which you will 
migrate, a land between two lava fields. At first I 
thought it was Hajar, but it turned out to be Yathrib. 

According to another narration, (Al-Madinah). 

It was said that the origin of its name Yathrib was that a 
man settled there from (the people of) Al-Amaliq 
whose name was Yathrib bin Ubayd bin Mahlayil bin 
'Aws bin Amlaq bin Lawudh bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh. 
This was the view of As-Suhayli. He said: 

"And it was narrated from some of them that he said, 'It 
is given eleven names in the Tawrah: Al-Madinah, 
Tabah, Tayyibah, Al-Miskinah, Al-Jabirah, Al-Muhibbah, 
Al-Mahbubah, Al-Qasimah, Al-Majburah, AI-'Adhra' 
and Al-Marhumah."' 

There is no position for you. 

means, 'here, with the Prophet (X$&) , you cannot 
stand guard,' 
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Therefore go back, 

means, 'to your houses and dwellings'. 

And a band of them ask for permission of the Prophet 
(Afc), AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him said, 

"These were Banu Harithah, who said, 'We fear for our 
homes, that they may be robbed.’" 

This was also stated by others. 

Ibn Ishaq mentioned that the one who said this was 
'Aws bin Qayzi. 

saying: "Truly, our homes lie open." 

They were using as an excuse to go back to their 
houses the claim that they were lying open and had 
nothing to protect them from the enemy, so they were 
afraid for their homes. But Allah said: 

And they lay not open, 
meaning, it is not as they claim. 

They but wished to flee. 

means, they wanted to run away from the battlefield. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 33 : 12 ] 

And, mention, when the hypocrites, and those in 
whose hearts is sickness, namely, weakness of 
conviction, were saying, ‘What Allah and His 
Messenger (;£$&) promised us, of assistance [to victory], 
was [nothing] but delusion’, falsehood. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Hypocrites throw taunts at Muslims for believing in their 
Prophet's promises 

At that time, the hypocrites who were part of the 
digging operations of the trench, started asking other 
Muslims, 'It is strange that you people are not surprised 
at what Muhammad (A&) is telling you. Is it not that he 

is making all those baseless promises to you in the 
depth of this trench being dug in Yathrib where he is 
claiming to be seeing the palaces of Hirah (in the 
South) and Mada'in ( in the North)? And on top of it all, 
he is telling you that it is you people who are going to 
conquer them! Just look at yourself. Here you are, 
digging and digging, forgetful of all your needs. 
Frankly, you do not even have the time to take care of 
your human compulsions. Still, is it you who are going to 
conquer the countries of Cyrus and others?' Thereupon, 
it was about this very event that, in the twelfth verse 
cited above, it was revealed: 

(And (remember) when the hypocrites and those 
having malady in their hearts were saying, "Allah and 
His messenger (;&&) did not promise us but deceitfully. 

Here, in this verse, by saying: (and those having malady 
in their hearts), reference is being made to the state of 
the same hypocrites hidden in whose hearts there was 
that disease of hypocrisy. 

Just imagine the kind of time it was, a severe trial 
indeed. At stake was the very faith of Muslims for they 
had to believe in the word of the Holy Prophet (;&&) 
with the full backing of their mind and heart despite 
being threatened by disbelievers from all sides. They 
had no servants to dig their trench for them. They were 
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doing this hard work with their own hands braving the 
lashing winter. The unfriendly weather, the 
approaching enemy factor, there was a general 
climate of fear all around. In a situation like that, it was 
not easy to be sure of even one's defence and survival 
within whatever means were available. How could 
they go on from here and start believing in the good 
news of the conquests of the great kingdoms of 
Byzantine and Persia? But, the value of Iman. (Faith) is 
the highest of all deeds for the reason that they, even 
when facing very contrary causes and conditions, did 
not have the least doubt or qualm of conscience 
about what the Holy Prophet (;£$&) had told them. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


(so ijSs Sm as j i 


(AlAhzab - 33:60) 

If the hypocrites and those having malady in their 
hearts and the ones who spread rumors in Madinah do 
not stop (their evil deeds). We will certainly stir you up 
against them, then they shall no longer live in it as your 
neighbors, but for a little while, 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) defined this Ayyat as follow: 

If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease, 
and those who spread false news among the people in 
Al-Madinah stop not, We shall certainly let you 
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overpower them, then they will not be able to stay in it 
as your neighbors but a little while. 


The Command of Hijab 

Allah says: O Prophet (X$&)! Tell your wives and your 
daughters and the women of the believers to draw 
their Jalabib over their bodies. Here Allah tells His 
Messenger (;£$&) to command the believing women - 
especially his wives and daughters, because of their 
position of honor - to draw their Jilbabs over their 
bodies, so that they will be distinct in their appearance 
from the women of the Jahiliyyah and from slave 
women. 

The Jilbab is a Rida', worn over the Khimar. 

This was the view of Ibn Mas'ud, Ubaydah, Qatadah, 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, 
Ata’ Al-Khurasani and others (Allah bless all of those). 

Al-Jawhari said: "The Jilbab is the outer wrapper." 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA)reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said that; 

Allah commanded the believing women, when they 
went out of their houses for some need, to cover their 
faces from above their heads with the Jilbab, leaving 
only one eye showing. 

Muhammad bin Sirin (ra) said, 

"I asked Ubaydah As-Salmani about the Ayyat: (to 
draw their Jalabib over their bodies). He covered his 
face and head, with just his left eye showing." 

That will be better that they should be known so as not 
to be annoyed. 
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means, if they do that, it will be known that they are 
free, and that they are not servants or whores. 

And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, 
means, with regard to what happened previously 
during the days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have 
any knowledge about this. 

A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites 

Allah says: 

If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease, 
Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who 
make an outward display of faith while concealing 
their disbelief, (those in whose hearts is a disease), 
Ikrimah (RA) and others said that this refers to adulterers 
in this instance. 

and those who spread false news among the people in 
Al-Madinah, 

means, those who say that the enemy has come and 
war has started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless 
they give up these actions and return to the truth. 

We shall certainly let you overpower them, 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said, “We will give you power over them." 

Qatadah said: "We will incite you against them." 
As-Suddi said: "We will inform you about them." 
then they will not be able to stay in it, 
means, in Al-Madinah, but a little while. 

Accursed... 

'this describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah 
for this short time before they are expelled and sent far 
away.’ 

They shall be seized wherever found, 
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means, 'they will be attacked, because they are so 
weak and so few,’ 
and killed with a (terrible) slaughter. 

Then Allah says: 

That was the way of Allah in the case of those who 
passed away of old, 

meaning, this is how Allah dealt with the hypocrites 
when they persisted in hypocrisy and disbelief and did 
not give it up; He incited the believers against them 
and caused them to prevail over them, 
and you will not find any change in the way of Allah, 
means, the way in which Allah deals with this does not 
alter or change. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 33 : 60 ] 

Allama Jalaluddin Muhalli (ra) said: 

If (la-in, the lam is for oaths) the hypocrites do not 
desist, from their hypocrisy, and likewise those in whose 
hearts is a sickness, [in their urge] to fornicate, as well as 
the scaremongers in the city, who alarm the believers 
by saying [to them things like], ‘Your enemy is here and 
your raiding parties have been massacred!’, or [they 
say to them], ‘They have been defeated!’. Assuredly 
We will urge you [to take action] against them. We will 
give you sway over them, then they will not be your 
neighbours, they will not dwell near you, in it except for 
a little [while], after which they will depart. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 
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If the hypocrites and those having malady in their 
hearts and the ones who spread rumours in Madinah 
do not stop (their evil deeds), We will certainly stir you 
up against them, then they shall no longer live in it as 
your neighbours, but for a little while, [ 60 ] 

There were two kinds of pain caused by the hypocrites 
to all Muslims and to the Holy Prophet Preventive 

measures against these have been provided in the 
verses cited above. As a corollary, stated there are a 
few additional injunctions in a certain congruity to be 
unfolded later on. One of these two kinds of pain 
caused was at the hands of vagabonds from among 
the general run of hypocrites who used to molest 
bondwomen from Muslim homes when they came out 
to take care of family chores. Then on occasions, they 
would mistreat free women under the impression that 
they were bondwomen because of which pain was 
caused to Muslims at large and to the Holy Prophet 

(,^j«4c) . 

On the other hand, the Shari’ah of Islam has 
maintained a difference between free women and 
bondwomen in the matter of Hijab. The limits of hijab 
prescribed for bondwomen are the limits observed by 
the free women ‘before their mahrams (marriage with 
whom is forbidden). For example, as leaving the face 
open before their mahrams is permissible for free 
women. The same was permissible for bondwomen 
even when they went out of their homes, because their 
very job was to serve their masters, an occupation that 
took them out of the home repeatedly which made it 
difficult for them to keep their face and hands hidden. 
This is contrary to the case of free women who, even if 
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they have to go out for some need, would be doing so 
rarely, an eventuality in which the observance of full 
Hijab should not be difficult. Therefore, the command 
given to free women was that the long sheet with 
which they cover themselves when going out should 
be pull from over their head downwards before their 
face, so that it is not exposed before male strangers. 
Two things were accomplished thereby. It made their 
own hijab come out perfect while covering their faces 
served another purpose of distinguishing them from 
bondwomen, because of which they automatically 
became safe from being teased by wicked people. As 
for the arrangements made to keep bondwomen 
protected, the hypocrites were served with a warning 
to the effect that, should they fail to abstain from their 
low behaviour, (the torment of the Hereafter aside) 
Allah Taala would have them punished at the hands of 

His Prophet (;&&) and Muslims in this world as well. 

The words used in the command about the Hijab of 
free women in the verse under study (59) appear as 
follows: in which the word: ( yudnina ) has been derived 
from: ( idna ) which literally means to draw, pull or make 
come closer. The second word: (' alaihinn ) means 'on' or 
'over themselves' (hanging as a screen for the face). 
The third word: ( Galabib ) in: Galabibihinn ) is the plural 
form of: (jilbab) which is the name of a particular long 
sheet. 

Sayyidna Ibn Mas'ud (RA) identified the form of this 
sheet as the one that is worn over the scarf (Ibn Kathir) 
and Sayyidna Ibn 'Abbas (RA) described its form in the 
words given below: 


217 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Sick Heart 

"Allah Taala commanded women of the believers that, 
when they go out of their homes to take care of some 
need, they hide their faces with the long sheet 
(hanging down) from over their heads leaving only one 
eye open (to see the way)." - (Ibn Kathir) 

And Imam Muhammad Ibn Sirin (ra) says: 'When I asked 
'Ubaidah Salmani about the meaning of this verse and 
the nature of Hijab, he demonstrated it by hiding his 
face with the long sheet pulled from the top of his 
head and left to hang in front of it. Thus, by keeping 
only his left eye open to see, he explained the words: 
idna': (bring close) and: jilbob (long sheet or shawl) 
practically. 

'To have the long sheet come from over the head and 
hand on or in front of the face', which appears in the 
statement of Sayyidna Ibn 'Abbas (RA) and 'Ubaidah 
Salmani is the explanation (Tafseer) of the Quranic 
word: falaihinn: over them). That is, the sense of 

bringing the sheet close over them is to let the sheet 
come from over the head and hang on, or in front of, 
the face. 

This verse commands the hiding of the face with ample 
clarity, which comprehensively supports what has been 
stated under the commentary on the first verse of Hijab 
appearing earlier. There it was said that, though the 
face and the palms of the hands are not included 
under star as such but, under the apprehension of 
fitnah, hiding these too is necessary. Only situations of 
compulsion stand exempted. 

A necessary point of clarification 

This verse instructs free women to observe Hijab in a 
particular manner, that is, they should hide their face 
by bringing the sheet from over the head to hang on, 
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or in front of, the face so that they could be 
recognized as distinct from bondwomen in general, 
and thus could stay protected from the fitnah of 
wicked people. The statement referred to immediately 
earlier has already made it very clear that it never 
means that Islam has allowed some difference to exist 
between free women and bondwomen in the matter 
of providing protection to the chastity and honour, and 
has protected free women and left bondwomen (to 
fend for themselves). Instead, the truth of the matter is 
that this difference was made by these wicked and low 
people themselves, as they simply did not dare act 
high-handedly against free women, but chose to tease 
bondwomen. 

The Shari’ah of Islam took a functional advantage from 
this difference put into practice by them by ordering 
the free women to distinguish themselves, so that the 
majority of women become automatically protected 
through their own standing conduct in this matter. As 
far as the matter of bondwomen is concerned, the 
protection of their chastity and honour is as much 
necessary in Islam as that of free women. But, it could 
not be carried out except by using the legal authority. 
So, the next verse spells out that those who violate the 
law will not be forgiven - in fact, as and where they are 
found, they will be caught and killed. This is what 
provided a security shield for the chastity and honour 
of bondwomen as well. 

This submission makes it clear that the interpretation 
offered in this verse by 'Allamah Ibn Hazm (ra) and 
others - as different from the majority of scholars and in 
an effort to escape the doubt mentioned above - is 
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something just no necessary. A doubt could have 
come up only when no arrangement was made for the 
protection of bondwomen. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


(29 -- 6.7 


( Muhammad 47 :29) 

Do those having malady in their hearts think that Allah 
will never expose their grudges (against Islam)? 


Or do those in whose hearts is a disease; think that 
Allah will not expose their ill-wills? 


Exposing the Hidden Secret of the Hypocrites 

Allah says. 

Or do those in whose hearts is disease think that Allah 
would never expose their ill-wills? 

meaning, do the hypocrites think that Allah will not 
expose their affair to His believing servant? 

Yes indeed, He will expose their affair and manifest it so 
that those with insight will be able to understand it. 

In that regard, Allah revealed Surah Bara'ah (or At- 
Tawbah), in which He clarified the hypocrites' scandals, 
and pinpointed their practices that are indicative of 
their hypocrisy. Because of that, this Surah (Surah 
Bara'ah) is also called "The Exposer". 

Adghan is the plural of Dighn, which means what the 
souls harbour of envy and hatred toward Islam and its 
people who support it. 
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Allah then says, 

Had We so willed, We could have shown them clearly 
to you, so that you would know them by their marks. 
Allah is telling His Messenger 

"Had We willed, O Muhammad (;£$&), We would have 
shown you the specific individuals who are hypocrites, 
so that you would plainly know them." 

However, Allah did not do that in regard to all of the 
hypocrites. He conceals His creation, lets their affairs 
run according to apparent purity, and leaves the inner 
secrets to the One Who is well aware of them. 

Allah then adds, 

But you will know them by the tone of their speech! 
which means, 'you will know them by their speech that 
reveals their intentions.' 

A person declares his association through the context 
and meaning of his words -- as the Commander of the 
faithful Uthman bin Affan, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, 

"Never would one conceal a secret but Allah will 
expose it by the look on his face and the uncontrolled 
words of his tongue." 

And Allah knows (all) your deeds. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 47 : 29 ] 

Or did those in whose hearts is a sickness suppose that 
Allah would not expose their rancour?, [that] He would 
[not] bring to light their spite against the Prophet 
and the believers. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Sick Heart 


Do those having disease in their hearts rather think that 
Allah will never expose their grudges against Islam]? - 
47:29)" The word adghan is the plural of dighn which 
means secret enmity, rancour, malice or spite. This 
verse was revealed in connection with hypocrites to 
expose their bitter hatred and rancour Islam that they 
were hiding in their hearts. Outwardly, they expressed 
their love for the Holy Prophet (;&&) and inwardly they 
harboured violent hatred and enmity for him. They 
knew that Allah is the knower of the unseen, yet they 
were not concerned that He would expose their inner 
secret and covert enmity to the people. Ibn Kathir (ra) 
says in Surah Baradh that Allah has described their 
works, actions and activities, which expose their 
hypocrisy, and they would be identified as hypocrites. 
Therefore, another name of that Surah is fidihah 
meaning exposing to shame or disgrace, because 
specific qualities of the hypocrites are set out in it. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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7.0 - Polytheist Heart 

(Mushrik Dil) 


Allah talked about the Polytheist Hearts on four 
different places in Quran. 




7.1 


( AlBaqra - 2:204) L \ jJI C3 

Among men there is one whose speech, in this life, 
attracts you; he even makes Allah his witness on what is 
in his heart, while he is extremely quarrelsome. 


According to Tafseer by Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra): 

The Characteristics of the Hypocrites 

Allah says; And of mankind there is he whose speech 
may please you (O Muhammad A&), in this worldly 
life, and he calls Allah to witness as to that which is in 
his heart, 

As-Suddi said that; these Ayyat were revealed about 
Al-Akhnas bin Shariq Ath-Thaqafi who came to Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&) and announced his Islam although his 
heart concealed otherwise. 


Ibn Abbas (RA) narrated that; these Ayyat were 
revealed about some of the hypocrites who criticized 
Khubayb and his companions who were killed during 
the Raji' incident. Thereafter, Allah sent down His 
condemnation of the hypocrites and His praise for 
Khubayb and his companions: 
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And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking 
the pleasure of Allah. (2:207) 

It was also said that; they refer to the hypocrites and 
the believers in general. This is the opinion of Qatadah, 
Mujahid, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and several others, and it is 
correct. 

Ibn Jarir related that Al-Qurazi said that; Nawf Al-Bikali, 
who used to read (previous Divine) Books said, "I find 
the description of some members of this Ummah in the 
previously revealed Books of Allah: 

They (hypocrites) are people who use the religion to 
gain material benefit. Their tongues are sweeter than 
honey, but their hearts are bitterer than Sabir (a bitter 
plant, aloe). They show the people the appearance of 
sheep while their hearts hide the viciousness of wolves. 
Allah said, 'They dare challenge Me, but they are 
deceived by Me. I swear by Myself that I will send a 
Fitnah (trial, calamity) on them that will make the wise 
man bewildered.' 

I contemplated about these statements and found 
them in the Qur'an describing the hypocrites: 

And of mankind there is he whose speech may please 
you (O Muhammad in this worldly life, and he 

calls Allah to witness as to that which is in his heart. 

This statement by Al-Qurazi is Hasan Sahih. 

Allah said: ...and he calls Allah to witness as to that 
which is in his heart. This Ayyat indicates that such 
people pretend to be Muslims, but defy Allah by the 
disbelief and hypocrisy that their hearts conceal. 

Similarly Allah said: 
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They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they 
cannot hide (them) from Allah. (4:108) 

This Tafseer was reported from Ibn Abbas (RA) by Ibn 
Ishaq. 

It was also said that; the Ayyat means that when such 
people announce their Islam, they swear by Allah that 
what is in their hearts is the same of what their tongues 
are pronouncing. This is also a correct meaning for the 
Ayyat that was chosen by Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam. It is also the choice of Ibn Jarir who related it to 
Ibn Abbas (RA) and Mujahid. Allah knows best. 

Allah said: Yet he is the most A/add of the opponents. 
The Ayyat used the word A/add here, which literally 
means 'wicked' (here it means 'quarrelsome'). 

A variation of the word Ludda was also used in another 
Ayyat: So that you (Muhammad warn with it (the 
Qur'an) a Ludda people. (19:97) 

Hence, a hypocrite lies, alters the truth when he 
quarrels and does not care for the truth. Rather, he 
deviates from the truth, deceives and becomes most 
quarrelsome. 

It is reported in Sahih that Allah's Messenger (Afe) said: 
The signs of a hypocrite are three: 

Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie. 

Whenever he promises, he always breaks it (his 
promise). 

If you have a dispute with him, he is most quarrelsome. 

Imam Bukhari reported that A’ishah (RA) narrated that 
the Prophet (;£$&) said: The most hated person to Allah 
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is he who is Aladd and Khosim (meaning most 
quarrelsome). 

Allah then said: And when he turns away (from you O 
Muhammad Afe), he struggles in the land to make 
mischief therein and to destroy the crops and the 
cattle, 

This Ayyat indicates that such persons are deviant in 
the tongue, evil in the deeds, their words are 
fabricated, their belief is wicked and their works are 
immoral. 

The Ayyat used the (Arabic wordj So'o (literally, 'tries' 
or 'intends'). 

This word was also used to describe Pharaoh: 

Then he turned his back, Yas'o (striving hard against 
Allah). Then he gathered (his people) and cried aloud 
saying, 'I am your lord, most high.' So Allah seized him 
with a punishing example for his last and first 
transgression. Verily, in this is an instructive admonition 
for whosoever fears Allah. (79:22-26) 

So'o was also used in the Ayyat): 

O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is 
proclaimed for the Soloh (prayer) on the day of Friday 
(Jumah prayer), As'ow come to the remembrance of 
Allah. (62:9) 

This Ayyat means, '(when the call to the Friday prayer is 
announced) intend and then proceed to attend the 
Friday prayer.' 

We should mention that hastening to the mosque is 
condemned by the Sunnoh (as this is another meaning 
for the word So'o): 
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When you come to attend the prayer, do not come in 
a So'i (haste). Rather, come to it while walking at ease 
and in peace (or grace). The hypocrite has no motive 
in this life but to cause mischief and to destroy the 
crops and the offspring, including what the animals 
produce and what the people depend on for their 
livelihood. 

Mujahid said, "If the hypocrite strives for mischief in the 
land, Allah prevents the rain from falling and thus the 
crops and the offspring perish." 

The Ayyat continues: 

...and Allah likes not mischief. 

That is, Allah does not like those who possess these 
characteristics, or those who act like this. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 2 : 204 ] 

And among people there is he whose speech in the life 
of this world pleases you, but it would not please you in 
the Hereafter because it contradicts what he actually 
used to believe; and who calls on Allah to witness what 
is in his heart, as being in accordance with what he 
says; yet he is most stubborn in dispute, with you and 
your followers on account of his enmity towards you: 
this was al-Akhnas b. SharTq, a hypocrite who spoke 
kindly in the presence of the Prophet (;£$&), swearing 
that he believed in him and that he loved him, and 
frequently sitting with him. Allah then revealed his 
mendacity in this matter. On one occasion he passed 
by some crops and livestock that belonged to the 
Muslims and later that night he set fire to them [the 
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crops] and slaughtered them [the livestock], Allah, 
moreover, says: 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


In the previous verses, it was said that there are two 
kinds of those who make prayers. Some wish to have 
everything right here in this world, others pray for the 
good of both worlds, the mortal and the eternal. In the 
present verse, the same two kinds have been identified 
as those who are hypocritical and those who are 
sincere. 

Verse refers to a hypocrite, Akhnas ibn Shurayq known 
for his eloquence. He would come to the Holy Prophet 

(A&) and try to impress him with his sworn allegiance 

to Islam, but no sooner did he walk out of his company 
than he would get busy with his anti-Muslim 
Mischief-making, any effort to make such a person fear 
Allah takes him to the other extreme when he pleases 
his pride through sin. So, 'the Hell is enough for him.' 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 7.2 
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(Al Baqarah - 2 : 118) 


Those who do not know say: Why is it that Allah does 
not speak to us, nor does a sign come to us? So spoke 
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those before them as these people do. Their hearts 
resemble each other. We have indeed made the signs 
clear for the people who have certitude. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said that; 

Rati bin Huraymilah said to the Messenger of Allah, "O 
Muhammad (Afe) ! If you were truly a Messenger from 
Allah, as you claim, then ask Allah to speak to us 
directly, so that we hear His Speech." 

So Allah revealed, And those who have no knowledge 
say: "Why does not Allah speak to us (face to face) or 
why does not a sign come to us!" 

Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas, Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said that it was actually the statement of the Arab 
disbelievers: 

So, said the people before them words of similar import. 
He said, "These are the Jews and the Christians." 

What further proves that the Arab idolaters said the 
statement mentioned in the Ayyat is that Allah said, 

And when there comes to them a sign (from Allah) they 
say: "We shall not believe until we receive the like of 
that which the Messengers of Allah (X$&) had 
received." Allah knows best with whom to place His 
Message. Humiliation and disgrace from Allah and a 
severe torment will overtake the criminals (polytheists 
and sinners) for that which they used to plot. (6:1 24) 

and, And they say: "We shall not believe in you 
(O Muhammad ;fi&), until you cause a spring to gush 
forth from the earth for us, until, (Say (O Muhammad 
A&): "Glorified (and Exalted) be my Lord ((Allah) 
above all that evil they (polytheists) associate with 
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Him)! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger!” 
(17:90-93) 

and, And those who expect not a meeting with Us (i.e. 
those who deny the Day of Resurrection and the life of 
the Hereafter) said: "Why are not the angels sent down 
to us, or why do we not see our Lord!" (25:21 ) 
and, 

Nay, every one of them desires that he should be given 
pages spread out. (74:52) 

There are many other Ayyat that testify to the disbelief 
of the Arab idolaters, their transgression, stubbornness, 
and that they asked unnecessary questions out of 
disbelief and arrogance. The statements of the Arab 
idolaters followed the statements of the nations of the 
People of the Two Scriptures and other religions before 
them. 

Allah said. 

The People of the Scripture (Jews) ask you to cause a 
book to descend upon them from heaven. Indeed, 
they asked Musa AS (Moses) for even greater than that, 
when they said: "Show us Allah in public." (4:153) 

And (remember) when you said: "O Musa (AS)! We shall 
never believe in you until we see Allah plainly." (2:55) 

Allah's statement, their hearts are alike, 
means, the hearts of the Arab idolaters are just like the 
hearts of those before them, containing disbelief, 
stubbornness and injustice. 

Similarly, Allah said, 

Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but 
they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!" Have they (the 
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people of the past) transmitted this saying to these 
(Quraysh pagans)! (51:52-53) 

Allah said next, We have indeed made plain the signs 
for people who believe with certainty, 
meaning. We made the arguments clear, proving the 
truth of the Messengers, with no need of more 
questions or proofs for those who believe, follow the 
Messengers and comprehend what Allah sent them 
with. As for those whose hearts and hearing Allah has 
stamped and whose eyes have been sealed, Allah 
described them: 

Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your 
Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if every 
sign should come to them, until they see the painful 
torment. (10:96-97) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 2 : 1 18 ] 

And they, that is the disbelievers of Makkah, who do 
not know, say, to the Prophet (Xyfe): ‘Why does Allah 
not speak to us?, [to say] that you are His 
Messenger(Xs^) ; Why does a sign not come to us?’, of 
the sort we have requested in order to show your 
sincerity. So, in the same way that these [disbelievers] 
have spoken, spoke those before them, from among 
past communities, to their prophets, the like of what 
they say, in [their] obstinacy and demand for signs; 
their hearts are much alike, in terms of unbelief and 
stubbornness: this is meant as consolation for the 
Prophet (X$&). Yet We have made clear the signs to a 
people who are certain, [a people] who know that 
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these are [Allah’s] signs and so they believe in them, for 
to request other signs would be obduracy. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The Jews, the Christians and the mushrakin used to 
deny the prophet hood of Sayyidna Muhammad (Afe) 

and some of them did so out of sheer malevolence. In 
order to feel triumphant in this obstinacy, they would 
make absurd and impossible demands, two of which 
have been mentioned here. To begin with, they insisted 
that Allah Himself should speak to them. Either directly 
as He speaks to the angels, or through the angels as He 
speaks to the prophets, and that He should Himself 
proclaim his injunctions to them so as to make the 
intervention of a new prophet unnecessary, or should 
at least announce that He had sent Sayyidna 
Muhammad (Afe) as a prophet. Thus makes it easy for 
them to have faith in him and to follow his guidance. 
Should Allah choose not to accept this demand, they 
were ready with another -- that is, Allah should send 
them a sign or proof in confirmation of his prophet 
hood. 

In reply to them, Allah puts this demand down as being 
no more than a foolish custom, which has all along 
been unthinkingly practised by ignorant people even in 
the earlier ages. Then, the verse traces the origin of this 
demand to a distortion of the heart, in respect of which 
all the ignorant people, past or present, are alike, 
hence the parrot-like repetition of the same demand 
throughout the ages. 
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The first of these demands was, on the face of it, silly 
enough, for, with all the grossness of their minds and 
hearts, they had the audacity to place themselves on 
the level of angels and prophets. Therefore, the Holy 
Qur'an dismisses it as being unworthy of a reply. 
However, in answer to the other demand, Allah 
reminds them that He has sent, not one, but a number 
of clear signs and proofs to confirm and establish the 
prophet hood of Sayyidna Muhammad ( ;£*&). 

However, these signs and proofs can be of help only to 
those who sincerely wish to know the truth and to attain 
certitude. As for those who are not in search of the 
truth, but enjoy being stuck in their malice and 
obstinacy, there is no help for them. 

At this point, we had better say a word to resolve a 
difficulty that is likely to arise. The Jews and the 
Christians were "the People of the Book", some of them 
were men of learning, and yet Allah calls them 
ignorant. Why? The reason is that although Allah had 
sent such a large number of clear signs and definite 
proofs to establish the prophet hood of Sayyidna 
Muhammad (SAW), yet they persisted in their denial. 
This is the mentality and the conduct of the ignorant. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 7.3 

( AzZumr 39:45) O 


When Allah is mentioned alone, the hearts of those 
who do not believe in the Hereafter are filled with 
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disgust, and when those (whom they worship) other 
than Him are mentioned, they become happy 
forthwith. 

And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those 
who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust 
and when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, 
they rejoice! 

There is no Intercession except with Allah, and how the 
Idolaters are filled with Disgust when Allah is mentioned 
alone 

Allah says, have they taken as intercessors besides 
Allah? Say: "Even if they have power over nothing 
whatever and have no intelligence!" Say: "To Allah 
belongs all intercession. 

Allah condemns the idolaters for taking intercessors 
besides Allah, namely the idols and false gods whom 
they have taken on the basis of their own whims, with 
no evidence or proof. These idols are not able to do 
anything; they have no minds with which to think, and 
they cannot hear or see. They are inanimate and are 
much worse off than animals. 

Then Allah says: 'Say -- O Muhammad (;&&)-- to these 
people who claim that those whom they have taken as 
intercessors with Allah, that intercession is of no avail 
except for the one with whom Allah is pleased and to 
whom He has granted permission to intercede. The 
whole matter rests with Him.' 

Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission! (2:255) 
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His is the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, 
means. He is the One Who is in control of all that. 

Then to Him you shall be brought back, 
means, 'on the Day of Resurrection, then He will judge 
between you with His justice, and He will reward or 
punish each person according to his deeds.' 

Then Allah condemns the idolaters further: 

And when Allah Alone is mentioned, 

means, when it is said there is no (true) God except 

Allah Alone, 

the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are 
filled with disgust. 

Mujahid said, "Their hearts are filled with disgust means 
they recoil in horror." This is like the Ayyat: 

Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha ilia Allah," they 
puffed themselves up with pride. (37:35) 
which means, they were too proud to follow it. Their 
hearts could not accept anything good, and whoever 
cannot accept good will accept evil. 

Allah says: 

and when those besides Him are mentioned, 
meaning, the idols and false gods -- 
This was the view of Mujahid - 
Behold, they rejoice! 
means, they feel happy. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[39:45] 

And when Allah is mentioned alone, that is, without 
[the mention of] their gods, thereat shrink, they are 
repelled and they become constricted, the hearts of 
those who do not believe in the Hereafter; but when 
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those [others] besides Him, namely, the idols, are 
mentioned, behold, they rejoice! 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And when Allah is mentioned alone, the hearts of those 
who do not believe in the Hereafter are filled with 
disgust, and when those (whom they worship) other 
than Him are mentioned, they become happy 
forthwith. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 7.4 
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( AlHujraat -49 :1 4 ) 04 

The Bedouins say, :We have come to believe. Say, You 
have not come to believe; instead, you (should) say, 
_We have surrendered ‘and the belief has not entered 
your hearts so far. If you obey Allah and His Messenger 
(A&), He will not curtail (the reward of) any of your 
deeds in the least. 

Surely Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) discuses about difference 
between believers and Muslim: 

The Bedouins say: "We believe." 

Say: "You do not believe. But say, 'We have submitted,' 
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts. 
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But if you obey Allah and His Messenger He will 

not decrease anything in reward for your deeds. 

Verily, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful." 


There is a Difference between a Believer and a Muslim 

Allah chastises the Bedouins who, when they 
embraced Islam, claimed for themselves the grade of 
faithful believers. However, Faith had not yet firmly 
entered their hearts. 

The Bedouins say: "We believe." 

Say: "You do not believe, but say, 'We have submitted,' 
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts..." 

This honorable Ayyat provides proof that Faith is a 
higher grade than Islam, according to the scholars of 
the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah. This is also 
demonstrated in the Hadith of Jibril, peace be upon 
him, when he questioned the Prophet (;&&) about 
Islam, then Iman then Ihsan. Thus moving the general 
matter to one more specific. 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that 'Amir bin Sa'd bin Abi 
Waqqas (RA) said, 

"The Messenger of Allah gave (something to) 

some men and did not give one of them. Sa'd (RA) 
said, 'O Allah's Messenger (;£$&) , you gave to so-and- 
so and so-and-so. However, you gave nothing to so- 
and-so, even though he is a believer.' 

The Prophet (£*&) said, (Or say, a Muslim), 

Sa'd (RA) repeated his statement thrice each time the 
Prophet (X$&) answered, (Or say, a Muslim), 
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I might give some men and give nothing to others, 
even though the latter are dearer to me than the 
former. I do not give them things for fear that they 
might be thrown on their faces in the Fire." 

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. 

Therefore, the Prophet (Afe) made a distinction 
between the grade of believer and the grade of 
Muslim, indicating that Iman is a more exclusive grade 
than Islam. 

Mentioned this subject in detail supported by 
evidence, in the beginning of the explanation of the 
chapter on Iman in Sahih Al-Bukhari, all praise is due to 
Allah and all the favors are from Him. 

So this proves that the Bedouins whom the Ayyat 
mentioned were not hypocrites, rather they were 
Muslims in whose hearts Faith was not yet firmly 
established. They claimed a higher grade for 
themselves than the grade that they earned, and they 
were taught a lesson as a consequence. 

This meaning agrees with the meaning given by Ibn 
Abbas (RA), Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Qatadah and that 
preferred by Ibn Jarir. These Bedouins were taught a 
lesson. 

Say: "You do not believe, but say 'We are Muslims,' for 
Faith has not yet entered your hearts..." 
meaning, 'you have not yet achieved the reality of 
Faith.' 

Allah the Exalted said, 

But if you obey Allah and His Messenger (Ait), He will 
not decrease anything in reward for your deeds... 

'He will not decrease any of your rewards,' 
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as Allah said; We shall not decrease the reward of their 
deeds in anything. (52:21 ) 

Allah said: Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, 
(for those who repent and return to Him). 

Allah's statement, Only those are the believers, (i.e. 
who have perfect Faith), 

who have believed in Allah and His Messenger (X$&), 
and afterward doubt not, 

They do not have doubts and their Faith was not 
shaken. Rather, their Faith remained on conviction, 
but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and 
their lives, 

meaning, they gladly gave away their life and the most 
precious of their wealth in obedience to Allah as a 
means of seeking His pleasure, 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[49:14] 

The Bedouins — a group of men from among the Banu 
Asad — say, ‘We believe’, we affirm the truth in our 
hearts. Say, to them: ‘You do not believe; but rather 
say, “We have submitted”, we are outwardly 
compliant; for faith has not yet entered into your 
hearts’, hitherto; however, it is expected of you. Yet if 
you obey Allah and His Messenger ). by 
[embracing] faith and in other ways, He will not 
diminish for you (read ya’litkum or yalitkum, by making 
the hamza an alif ) anything of your deeds, that is, of 
the reward for them. Allah is indeed Forgiving, to 
believers. Merciful, to them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Mufti Shafi (ra) described the Ayyat as: 

The Bedouins say, 'We have come to believe." Say, 'You 
have not come to believe; instead you (should) say, 
'We have surrendered’ and the belief has not entered 
your hearts so far. And if you obey Allah and His 
Messenger (;£$&), He will not curtail (the reward of) any 
of your deeds in the least. Surely, Allah is Most Forgiving, 
Very- Merciful. 

Sequence of Verses in the Surah 

In the preceding verses of the Surah, it was stated that 
the basis of honour in the sight of Allah is righteousness, 
which is an inner quality, and Allah alone knows it. It is 
improper for any man to claim self-sanctification. In the 
current set of verses, it is stated, because of a particular 
incident, that the real basis of faith is the inner 
acceptance of the heart. Mere lip service to faith does 
not count the person as a faithful believer. In the entire 
Surah, first the rights of the Prophet (X$&) were set out 
and then the rules of how to respect and honour him. 
Next, the individual and collective rights and rules of 
mannerism were set down to be applied in social life. 
Now at the conclusion of the Surah it is reiterated that 
in the Hereafter good deeds will be accepted and 
rewarded on the basis of faith, sincere belief of the 
heart and obedience to Allah and His Messenger (X$&) 

Circumstances of Revelation 

According to Imam Baghawi, this verse was revealed in 
connection with the tribe of Banu Asad. A few 
members of that tribe came up to the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) in Madinah during a severe drought. These 
people were not sincere believers. They had expressed 
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their Islam merely to demand financial help from the 
Muslim Sodoqot funds. As they were not believers in the 
real sense of the word, they were unaware of Islamic 
injunctions and manners. They spread filth and 
excrement on the streets of Madinah. In the 
marketplaces, they increased the prices of necessary 
items. First, they made a false claim of faith in the 
presence of the Holy Prophet (X*&) they wanted to 
deceive him; and third they regarded their Islam as a 
favour to him. They said: "We embraced Islam without 
any conflict; we did not fight against you as did other 
tribes for a length of time and then they became 
Muslims; therefore you should value us." This was a sort 
of disrespect to the Messenger (Afe), because they 
considered their Islam as a favour to him. Their sole 
purpose was to derive financial aid from the Muslim 
Sodoqot funds, enrich themselves and eradicate their 
poverty. True and sincere faith is the most precious 
possession of a Muslim. By accepting Islam, he does no 
show a favour to anybody; on the contrary, it is a 
favour of Allah that he is guided to the Truth. On this 
occasion, the current set of verses was revealed in 
which their false claim is refuted and they have been 
taken to task for boasting of their so-called kindness 
and favour conferred upon the Holy Prophet (;£$&). 

('. ..Say, We have surrendered!- 49:1 4). 

They had not achieved the reality of faith. Thus, they 
were claiming falsely to be Muslims based on their 
outward actions. The Qur'an first negates their false 
claim of faith: You cannot claim Emonno" [We have 
come to believe']; the most you can say is "oslamno 
[We have surrendered'], because the literal meaning 
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of Islam is to recite the kalimah of Islam, enter the fold 
of the religion and surrender. Obviously, being devoid 
of the true spirit, this kind of Islam is mere superficial, not 
real and total. As far as faith is concerned, it is related 
to the real belief by heart. Therefore, mere verbal claim 
or lip-profession is meaningless, if the heart does not 
support it. 

Lexical and Technical Analysis of the Concepts "Islam" 
and Iman 

The foregoing discussion clarifies that the term "Islam" in 
this verse bears the literal meaning of outward 
submission and not the technical sense. Therefore, the 
verse does not show the technical difference between 
the terms "Islam" and '"/man". The two terms, 
technically, connote different senses. '"Iman", in the 
technical sense of Shari’ah, refers to the belief by heart 
and thus connotes a firm and unshakable belief in the 
Oneness of Allah and in His Messenger (;£$&) ■ "Islam", 
on the other hand, stands for complete surrender and 
obedience to Allah and His Messenger (;£$&) ■ 

However, "Islam" and "Iman" of a person need to 
complement each other. In Shari'ah, the belief of the 
heart must manifest itself by performing deeds 
outwardly, the least degree of which is to proclaim the 
kalimah of Islam verbally. But the outward performance 
of deeds is not recognised by Shari'ah unless the faith 
goes deep down into his heart. Otherwise, it would be 
hypocrisy. Thus in the original and final analysis "Islam" 
and '"Iman" are different concepts. '"Iman" is the inner 
quality of the heart and manifests outwardly whilst 
"Islam" starts out in outward actions and culminates in 
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the inner sincere affirmation of the heart. But in terms of 
their goal, they are mutually necessary and 
complementary in that '"-Iman" without "Islam" is not 
possible, nor is "Islam" possible without ’"Iman". Hence, it 
is not true to say that "Muslim" and "Mu'min" is antonyms 
and mutually contradictory concepts. In Shari’ah, it is 
not possible for a person to be a "Muslim" but not a 
"Mu'min" or be a "Mu'min" but not a "Muslim". However, 
this is possible only lexically, as is the case of all 
hypocrites who used to be treated like Muslims, 
because of their outward obedience of Islamic 
injunctions, but their hearts were devoid of sincere 
faith, belief and affirmation. They were not believers. 
Allah, the Pure and Exalted, knows best. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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8.0 - Senseless Heart 

(Be’his Dil) 

Allah mentioned about senseless hearts in Surah 
Al-Baqra and Surah Al-Aaraf in the Quran. 



( AlBaqra 2:6) (Q 

Surely for those who have disbelieved, it is all the same 
whether you warn them or you warn them not: they do 
not believe. 


meaning, covered the truth and hid it. 

Since Allah has written that they would do so, it does 
not matter if you (O Muhammad ;£$&) warn them or 
not, they would still have disbelieved in what you were 
sent with. 


Similarly, Allah said, truly, those against whom the Word 
( wrath ) of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until they see 
the painful torment. (10:96-97) 

About the rebellious People of the Book, Allah said. 

And even if you were to bring to the People of the 
Book (Jews and Christians) all the Ayyat, they would 
not follow yourQiblah (prayer direction). (2:145) 

These Ayyat indicate that whomever Allah has written 
to be miserable, they shall never find anyone to guide 
them to happiness, and whomever Allah directs to 
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misguidance, he shall never find anyone to guide him. 
So do not pity them - O Muhammad (A&) - deliver the 
Message to them. Certainly, whoever among them 
accepts the Message, and then he shall gain the best 
rewards. 

As for those who turn away in rejection, do not feel sad 
for them or concerned about them, for (Your duty is 
only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the 
reckoning (1 3:40), and, (But you are only a warner. And 
Allah is a Wakil (Disposer of affairs. Trustee, Guardian) 
over all things), (11:12). 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said about Allah's statement, (Verily, those who 
disbelieve, it is the same to them whether you (O 
Muhammad A&) warn them or do not warn them, 
they will not believe), 

"That the Messenger of Allah (X$&) was eager for all the 
people to believe and follow the guidance he was sent 
with. Allah informed him that none would believe 
except for those whom He decreed happiness for in 
the first place, and none would stray except those who 
Allah has decreed to do so in the first place.' 1 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 2 : 6 ] 

As for the disbelievers, the likes of Abu Jahl, Abu Lahab 
and such; alike it is for them whether you have warned 
them or have not warned them, they do not believe. 
As Allah knows very well, so do not hope that they will 
believe, (read a-andhartohum pronouncing both 
hamzas, or by not pronouncing the second, making it 
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an alif instead, and inserting an alif between the one 
not pronounced and the other one, or leaving [this 
insertion]; al-indhar [‘warning’] is to give knowledge of 
something, and simultaneously instil an element of 
fear). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


(Former Mufti e Azam of Pakistan) Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi (ra) has written the commentary of this Ayyat in 
his Tafseer: 

After affirming the Holy Qur'an as the Book of 
Guidance and as being beyond all doubt, the first five 
verses of the present Surah refer to those who derive full 
benefit from this Book and whom the Holy Qur'an has 
named as Mu'minun (true Muslims) or Muttaqun (the 
Allah-tearing), and also delineate their characteristic 
qualities which distinguish them from others. The next 
fifteen verses speak of those who refuse to accept this 
guidance, and even oppose it out of sheer spite and 
blind malice. In the time of the Holy Prophet (X$&) 
there were two distinct groups of such people. On the 
one hand were those who came out in open hostility 
and rejection, and whom the Holy Qur'an has termed 
as kafirun (disbelievers. On the other hand were those 
who did not, because of their moral depravity and 
greed, had even the courage to speak out their minds 
and to express their disbelief clearly, but adopted the 
way of deceit and duplicity. They tried to convince the 
Muslims that they had faith in the Holy Qur'an and its 
teachings, that they were as good a Muslim as anyone 
else was and would support the Muslims against the 
disbelievers. But they nursed denial and rejection in 
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their hearts, and would, in the company of disbelievers, 
assure them that they had nothing to do with Islam, but 
mixed with Muslims in order to deceive them and to spy 
on them. The Holy Qur'an has given them the title of 
Munafiqun (hypocrites). Thus, these fifteen verses deal 
with those who refuse to believe in the Holy Qur'an - 
the first two are concerned with open disbelievers, and 
the other thirteen with hypocrites, their signs and 
characteristics and their ultimate end. 

The Holy Qur'an has, on the one hand, pointed out to 
us the source of guidance which is the Book itself, and, 
on the other, divided mankind into two distinct groups 
on the basis of their acceptance or rejection of this 
guidance. On the one side are those who have chosen 
to follow and to receive guidance, and are hence 
called Mu'minun (true Muslims) or Muttaqun (the Allah- 
tearing); on the other side are those who reject the 
guidance or deviate from it, and are hence called 
Kafirun (disbelievers) or Munafiqun (hypocrites). People 
of the first kind are those whose path is the object of 
the prayer at the end of the Surah Al-Fatihah. "The 
path of those on whom You have bestowed Your 
grace", and people of the second kind are those 
against whose path refuge has been sought "Not of 
those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who 
have gone astray. 

This teaching of the Holy Qur'an provides us with a 
fundamental principle. A division of humankind into 
different groups must, in order to be meaningful, is 
based on differences in principle, not on considerations 
of birth, race, colour, geography or language. The Holy 
Qur'an as given a clear verdict in this respect; 
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"It was He that created you: yet some of you are 
disbelievers and some of you are believers" (64:2). 

As we have said, the first two verses of this Surah speak 
of those disbelievers who had become so stubborn 
and obstinate in their denial and disbelief that they 
were not prepared to hear the truth or to consider a 
clear argument. In the case of such depraved people, 
the usual way of Allah has always been, and is, that 
they are given a certain kind of punishment even in this 
world. That is to say, their hearts are sealed and their 
eyes and ears stopped against the truth, and as far as 
truth is concerned, they become as if they have no 
mind to think, no eyes to see and no ears to listen. The 
last phrase of the second verse speaks of the grievous 
punishment that is reserve for them in the other world. It 
may be observed that the prediction: "they shall not 
believe" is specifically related to those disbelievers who 
refused to listen to the Holy Prophet and who, as 
Allah knew, were going to die as disbelievers. This does 
not apply to disbelievers in general, for there were 
many who later accepted Islam. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



Jj JS U55)^ kllr (J ^ 1 J l|r (jj 

( AlAaraf -7:179) © 


Surely We have created for Hell a lot of people from 
among Jinn and mankind. They have hearts wherewith 
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they do not understand, eyes wherewith they do not 
see, and ears wherewith they do not hear. They are like 
cattle. Rather, they are much more astray. They are the 
heedless. 

And surely, We have created many of the Jinn and 
mankind for Hell. They have hearts wherewith they 
understand not, and they have eyes wherewith they 
see not, and they have ears wherewith they hear not 
(the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more astray; 
those! They are the heedless ones. 

Disbelief and the Divine Decree 

Allah said, And surely. We have created for Hell, 

We made a share in the Fire for, many of the Jinn and 
mankind, 

We prepared them for it by their performance of the 
deeds of its people. 

When Allah intended to create the creation. He knew 
what their work will be before they existed. He wrote all 
this in a Book, kept with Him, fifty thousand years before 
He created the heavens and earth. 

Muslim recorded that Abdullah bin 'Amr (RA) narrated 
that the Messenger of Allah said. 

Verily, Allah decided the destination and due 
measurement of the creation fifty thousand years 
before He created the heavens and earth, and His 
Throne was over the water. 

There are many Hadiths on this subject, and certainly, 
the matter of Al-Qadar is of utmost importance, yet this 
is not where we should discuss it. 
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Allah said. They have hearts wherewith they 
understand not, and they have eyes wherewith they 
see not, and they have ears wherewith they hear not. 
meaning, they do not benefit from these senses that 
Allah made for them as a means of gaining guidance. 
Similarly, Allah said. 

And We had assigned them the (faculties of) hearing, 
seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, seeing, and their 
hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny 
the Ayyat. (46:26) 

Allah also said about the hypocrites, 

(They are) deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to 
the right path). (2:1 8), 
and about the disbelievers, 

(They are) deaf, dumb and blind. So they do not 
understand. (2:1 71 ) 

However, they are not deaf, dumb or blind, except 
relation to the guidance. 

Allah said; Had Allah known of any good in them. He 
would indeed have made them listen; and even if He 
had made them listen, they would but have turned 
away with aversion (to the truth). (8:23) 

Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the 
hearts which are in the breasts that grow blind. (22:46) 
and. And whosoever turns away blindly from the 
remembrance of the Most Gracious (Allah), We 
appoint for him Satan to be an intimate companion to 
him. And verily, they hinder them from the path, but 
they think that they are guided aright! (43:36-37) 

Allah's statement, they are like cattle, means, those 
who neither hear the truth, nor understand it, nor see 
the guidance, are just like grazing cattle that do not 
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benefit from these senses, except for what sustains their 
life in this world. 

Allah said in a similar Ayyat, 

And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of 
one who shouts to those who hear nothing but calls 
and cries. (2:1 71 ) 

meaning, their example, when they are called to the 
faith, is the example of cattle that hear only the voice 
of their shepherd, but cannot understand what he is 
saying. 

Allah further described them 

nay even more astray, than cattle, because cattle still 
respond to the call of their shepherd, even though they 
do not understand what he is saying. 

As for the people described here, they are unlike 
cattle, which fulfill the purpose and service they were 
created for. The disbeliever was created to worship 
Allah alone in Tawhid, but he disbelieved in Allah and 
associated others in His worship. Therefore, those 
people who obey Allah are more honorable than some 
angels, while cattle are better than those who 
disbelieve in Him. So Allah said; 

They are like cattle, nay even more astray; those! They 
are the heedless ones. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 7 : 179 ] 

And We have indeed urged unto Hell many of the jinn 
and mankind, having hearts wherewith they do not 
understand, the truth, and having eyes wherewith they 
do not perceive, the proofs of Allah’s power with a 
perception that entails reflection, and having ears 
wherewith they do not hear, the signs or the 
admonitions, in a way so as to reflect and take heed. 
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These, they are like cattle, in their failure to understand, 
perceive or listen — nay, rather they are further astray, 
than cattle, because [at least] they [cattle] seek what 
is beneficial to them and stay away from what is 
harmful to them: these individuals, on the other hand, 
are proceeding towards the Fire, out of [sheer] 
obstinacy. These — they are the heedless 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And surely We have created for Hell a lot of people 
from among Jinn and mankind. They have hearts 
wherewith they understand not, have eyes wherewith 
they see not, and have ears wherewith they hear not. 
They are like cattle. Rather, they are much more 
misled. They are the heedless. [179] 


That is, many Jinns and human beings have been 
created for Hell, because in spite of having all the 
means of guidance, the heart, the eyes and the ears, 
they do not use them to seek guidance. They could 
find the right path, had they used these faculties in 
proper way. They do not use their hearts to understand, 
their eyes to see things to be see and their ears to hear 
things to be hear. As a substance of the verse, we are 
given to understand that ultimate end or destiny is a 
divine secret, not known to anyone, but there are 
definite signs, which help us to make a surmise. The 
people of Hell can be identifying by their characteristic 
sign of not making proper use of their faculties of 
seeing, hearing and understanding. Allah has blessed 
us with these faculties for acquiring knowledge and 
recognition of our Lord. The people of Hell invest these 

252 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Senseless Heart 

abilities in worthless objectives and are evidently 
heedless of the real aim of man's life, that is, to earn 
with his capabilities eternal comfort and peace in the 
Hereafter through seeking guidance. 

A Question and it's answer 

A question may be asked about the above Quranic 
verses. Here the Holy Qur’an has negated their qualities 
of hearing, seeing and understanding. On the other 
hand, we see that in real life they are not blind, deaf 
and insane. Like other human beings, they do see, hear 
and understand things around them. How can this 
negation be reconciled with the fact? 

The answer requires refreshing our usual knowledge 
with regard to things and living beings around us. 
Everything created has an amount of sensibility equal 
to the need of its purpose of existence. The things we 
call inanimate are not totally devoid of sensibility or life. 
The stones and the earth which are not assigned with 
the duty of growth or movement have so little an 
amount of sensitivity that can hardly be detected.' 

The vegetable Kingdom comes next in this series. The 
purpose of their existence requires growth and 
nourishment. The amount of perception or life given to 
them is greater in degree and is equal to their 
requirements. Next, we come to animal kingdom 
where we find more elaborate and complex form of 
life. In addition to growth and nourishment, the animals 
have to move on the earth from one place to another. 
They have to seek their food to maintain their 
existence. They require protecting themselves from 
dangers and above all, they are required to reproduce 
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their children. The amount of life given to them is 
greater and more obvious than the others so far 
discussed. They are however, equipped with as much 
powers only as were needed to assist them in feeding 
and protecting themselves from dangers and enemies. 

The last, but not the least, is human being who, in 
addition to, and more prominent of all the functions 
discussed above, has the duty of recognizing his 
Creator and the Lord of the universe, and seek His 
pleasure by following His commandments and avoid 
doing things disliked by Him. He is required to 
contemplate and give due thought to the creations 
and use his faculty of reason to distinguish right from 
wrong, abstain from evil and do good to please his 
Lord. Another distinction of a human being from other 
creatures is that he has been provide with vast 
opportunity to make progress in making his life more 
purposeful and more elevated in position. When he 
comes to make progress, he can attain more elevated 
rank than the angels can. He is accountable for his 
acts and is promise of eternal peace and comfort for 
his good acts and everlasting punishment and distress 
for his evil deeds. He has been, therefore, trusted with 
the highest and the most perfected degree of life, in 
order that he is engaged in doing things that are 
proper for the aim of his life. He is not expect to waste 
his special faculties of understanding, hearing and 
seeing in the achievement of material things only like 
animals. 

Keeping the above points in view, the human faculties 
of understanding, hearing and seeing should essentially 
be distinct from those of the animals. If he did not make 
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special use of these faculties like distinguishing right 
from wrong, doing good and keeping away from evil, 
he would be rightly considered among those who have 
eyes but do not see, have ears but do not listen, have 
mind and heart but do not understand. The Hoy Qur'an 
has therefore termed them as "deaf, dumb and blind". 

The verse therefore has not negated their physical 
ability of seeing, hearing and understanding. Rather, 
the Holy Qur'an has affirmed their knowledge about 
worldly things in the following words, 

"They know the outward aspect of this worldly life, but 
of the Hereafter they are heedless." (30:7) 

In another verse the Holy Qur'an, speaking the 
destruction of the people of 'Aad and Thamud, said: 
"While they could see clearly." (29:38) 

The people of 'Aad and Thamud being allured by 
satanic influences involved themselves in evil deeds 
which led them to their destruction. That is to say, they 
kept the use of their capabilities limited to abject 
worldly gains like serving their physical needs and 
remained heedless to their spiritual demands. No 
matter what great advances they make in science 
and technology, they may conquer space, explore 
moon and other planets, make the world full of their 
sophisticated satellites, and tame the natural forces to 
serve their varied needs, but all such efforts are no 
more than a means of serving their physical and 
material life. It does not go beyond, to seek spiritual 
peace and comfort. This achievement science and 
technology of man is certainly confined to serving his 
physical life only, which does not make him distinct 
from the animal in technicality. It is why, the Holy 
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Qur'an calls them deaf, dumb and blind because they 
heard, saw and understood things that belonged to 
this world only. They did not make proper use of these 
functions, which could lead them to eternal success 
and peace. The last phrase of this verse said that they 
are like cattle investing all their effort in serving their 
bodily desires. 

Next the verse added "Rather they are much more 
misled." that is,. They are far more unwise than are the 
cattle, because the animals are not bound to follow 
the laws of the Shari'ah. They have no reward or 
punishment for their acts. They are required only to 
serve their physical needs, which they are efficiently 
doing, contrary to human beings who are accountable 
for everything, they do in this world, and they are going 
to be punished or rewarded according to their 
performance. If they confine their effort only to seek 
material gains of this world and do not make proper 
use of their faculties, they are certainly more imprudent 
and unwise as compared to animals. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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9.0 - Arrogant Heart 

(Na’farman Dil) 


About Arrogant hearts Allah revealed in Quran on six 
different locations. 




9.1 


(AlBaqra - 2:75:) 05 ^ f 


(O Muslims) do you still fancy that they will believe you, 
although a group of them used to hear the word of 
Allah, and then, having understood it, used to distort it 
knowingly? 


According to Ibne Kathir (ra): 


There was little Hope that the Jews who lived during the 
Time of the Prophet could have believed 

Allah said, Do you covet, (O believers), 

That they will believe in your religion, 
meaning, that these people would obey you? They are 
the deviant sect of Jews whose fathers witnessed the 
clear signs but their hearts became hard afterwards. 


Allah said next, In-spite of the fact that a party of them 
(Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah (the 
Towroh), then they used to change it, 
meaning, distort its meaning, after they understood it, 
They understood well, yet they used to defy the truth, 
knowingly. 

being fully aware of their erroneous interpretations and 
corruption. This statement is similar to Allah's statement, 
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So, because of their violation of their covenant, We 
cursed them and made their hearts grow hard. They 
change the words from their (right) places. (5:13) 

Qatadah (RA) commented that Allah's statement 
(Then they used to change it knowingly after they 
understood it) 

"They are the Jews who used to hear Allah's Words and 
then alter them after they understood and 
comprehended them." 

Also, Mujahid said, "Those who used to alter it and 
conceal its truths; they were their scholars." 

Also, Ibn Wahb said that Ibn Zayd commented (used to 
hear the Word of Allah ( the Tawrah), then they used to 
change it), 

"They altered the Tawrah that Allah revealed to them, 
making it say that the lawful is unlawful and the 
prohibited is allowed, and that what is right is false and 
that what is false is right. So when a person seeking the 
truth comes to them with a bribe, they judge his case 
by the Book of Allah, but when a person comes to 
them seeking to do evil with a bribe, they take out the 
other (distorted) book, in which it is stated that he is in 
the right. When someone comes to them who is not 
seeking what is right, nor offering them bribe, then they 
enjoin righteousness on him. This is why Allah said to 
them. Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and 
every act of obedience to Allah) on the people and 
you forget (to practice it) yourselves, while you recite 
the Scripture (the Tawrah)! Have you then no sense!" 
(2:44) 
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The Jews knew the Truth of the Prophet, but disbelieved 
in Him 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn 'Abbas (RA) 
commented, (And when they (Jews) meet those who 
believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe"), 

"They believe that Muhammad ($$&) is the Messenger 
of Allah, ' But he was only sent for you (Arabs) 
they say, "Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims) what 
Allah has revealed to you, that they (Muslims) may 
argue with you (Jews) about it before your Lord." 
However, when they meet each other they say, "Do 
not convey the news about this Prophet to the Arabs, 
because you used to ask Allah to grant you victory 
over them when he came, but he was sent to them 
(not to you)." 

Allah then revealed. And when they (Jews) meet 
those who believe (Muslims), they say, "We believe," 
but when they meet one another in private, they say, 
"Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims) what Allah has 
revealed to you, that they (Muslims) may argue with 
you (Jews) about it before your Lord." 
meaning, "If you admit to them that he is a Prophet 
(Afe), knowing that Allah took the covenant from you 
to follow him, they will know that Muhammad (;£$&) is 
the Prophet that we were waiting for and whose 
coming we find foretold of in our Book. Therefore, do 
not believe in him and deny him." 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "When the Jews met the 
believers they used to say, 'We believe.' When they 
met each other, some of them would say, 'Do not talk 
to the companions of Muhammad (Afc) about what 
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Allah has foretold in your Book, so that the news (that 
Muhammad is the Final Messenger) does not 

become a proof for them against you with your Lord, 
and, thus, you will win the dispute."' 

Have you (Jews) then no understanding! 

Allah said. Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what 
they conceal and what they reveal. 

Abu Al-Aliyah said about Allah's statement, 

"Meaning their secret denial and rejection of 
Muhammad (;£$&), although they find his coming 
recorded in their Book." 

This is also the Tafseer of Qatadah. 

Al-Hasan commented on (That Allah knows what they 
conceal), 

"What they concealed refers to when they were alone 
with each other away from the Companions of 
Muhammad (X$&). Then they would forbid each other 
from conveying the news that Allah revealed to them 
in their Book to the Companions of Muhammad (;£$&), 
fearing that the Companions (RA) would use this news 
(about the truth of Muhammad (;&&)) against them 
before their Lord." 

(And what they reveal) meaning, when they said to the 
Companions of Muhammad (Afe), CJ (We believe), as 
Abu Al-Aliyah, Ar-Rabi and Qatadah stated. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[2:75] - Allama Sayuti (ra)said: 

Are you then so eager, O believers, that they, the Jews, 
should believe you, seeing there is a party of them, a 
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group of their rabbis, that heard Allah’s word, in the 
Torah, and then tampered with it, changing it, and 
that, after they had comprehended it, [after] they had 
understood it, knowingly?, [knowing full well] that they 
were indulging in mendacity (the hamza [at the 
beginning of the verb a-fa-tatma'un] is [an 
interrogative] for rejection, in other words, ‘Do not be 
so eager, for they have disbelieved before’). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The Muslims used to take great pains in trying to make 
the Jews accept Islam. Having recounted so many 
stories of the perversity of the Jews, the Holy Quran 
points out to the Muslims that they cannot expect such 
a people to be sensible, and asks them not to worry 
much about them. For, some of the Jews have been 
committing an even more heinous sin - they used to 
change and distort the Word of Allah in spite of 
knowing the ignominy of such a deed. So, the Holy 
Qur'an wants the Muslims to realize that men who are 
so enslaved to their desires and so shameless in their 
pursuit of evil, cannot be expected to listen to anyone. 

The "Word of Allah" mentioned in the verse refers to the 
Torah which the Jews had "heard" from the prophets, 
and the distortion pertains to the changes made in the 
words themselves or in the sense or in both. Or it refers 
to the words of Allah which the seventy men had 
heard directly on the Mount (Sinai). Where they had 
gone to seek divine confirmation of what Sayyidna 
Musa (Moses AS) had been telling and the distortion 
pertains to their declaration before their people that 
Allah had promised to forgive them if they could not 
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act upon certain commandments. The Jews who were 
the contemporaries of the Holy Prophet may not 
have themselves been involved in some of these 
transgressions, but since they did not abhor the 
misdeeds of their ancestors, they are to be considered 
as their counterparts. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 9.2 


( AnNisa-4:63) (58 IaJjIj I 

Those are the ones Allah knows what is in their hearts. 
So, ignore them, and give them good counsel, and 
speak to them about themselves in appealing words. 

Chastising the Hypocrites 

Chastising the hypocrites, Allah said. 

How then, when a catastrophe befalls them because 
of what their hands have sent forth, 
meaning, how about it if they feel compelled to join 
you because of disasters that they suffer due to their 
sins, then they will be in need of you. 

They come to you swearing by Allah, "We meant no 
more than goodwill and conciliation!" 

Apologizing and swearing that they only sought 
goodwill and reconciliation when they referred to other 
than the Prophet for judgment, not that they believe in 
such alternative judgment, as they claim. 

Allah describes these people to us further in His 
statement. And you see those in whose hearts there is a 
disease, they hurry to their friendship, saying: "We fear 
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lest some misfortune of a disaster may befall us." 
Perhaps Allah may bring a victory or a decision 
according to His will. Then they will become regretful 
for what they have been keeping as a secret in 
themselves. (5:52) 

At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"Abu Barzah Al-Aslami used to be a soothsayer who 
judged between the Jews in their disputes. When some 
Muslims came to him to judge between them, 

Allah sent down (Have you not seen those (hypocrites) 
who claim that they believe in that which has been 
sent down to you, and that which was sent down 
before you), (4:60) until ("We meant no more than 
goodwill and conciliation!"). (4:62) 

Allah then said, 

They (hypocrites) are those of whom Allah knows what 
is in their hearts; These people are hypocrites, and Allah 
knows what is in their hearts and will punish them 
accordingly, for nothing escapes Allah's watch. 
Consequently, O Muhammad (;&&)! Let Allah be 
sufficient for you in this regard, because He has perfect 
knowledge of their apparent and hidden affairs. 

This is why Allah said, 

so turn aside from them (do not punish them), 
meaning, do not punish them because of what is in 
their hearts, 
but admonish them, 

means, advise them against the hypocrisy and evil that 
reside in their hearts. 

and speak to them an effective word to reach their 
inner selves. Advise them, between you and them, 
using effective words that might benefit them. 
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[4:63] 

Those — Allah knows what is in their hearts, in the way 
of hypocrisy and the mendacity of their excuses; so 
turn away from them, with forgiveness, and admonish 
them, make them fear Allah, and say to them 
regarding, the issue of, their souls penetrating words, 
affecting them, in other words, reprimand them so that 
they repent of their unbelief. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


It says that Allah is all aware of the disbelief and 
hypocrisy rooted in their hearts. All their interpretations 
are false, and their oaths, an exercise in lying. 

So, the Holy Prophet (;£$&) is being asked to ignore their 
excuses and reject their charge of excess against 
Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) as the disbelief of this particular 
hypocrite had become manifest. 

After that, towards the end of this verse (63), the Holy 
Prophet (Xsfe) has been asked to give good counsel to 
the rest of the hypocrites as well, in a way that may 
touch their hearts. That is, tell them to fear what lies 
beyond the present life and invite them to follow the 
path of Islam sincerely, or remind them of their likely 
worldly punishment in the event they stuck to their 
hypocrisy which might be exposed someday, some 
time, and they might as well meet the same fate as did 
Bishr, the hypocrite. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Arrogant Heart 


(AtTouba 9:8) 


How (can they have a treaty) while if they overcome 
you, they will not observe any bond or treaty with you. 
They want to please you with (words of) their mouths, 
but their hearts refuse. Most of them are sinners. 


How when if you are overpowered by them, they 
regard not the ties, either of kinship, (III) or of covenant 
( Dhimmah )! With their mouths they please you, but 
their hearts are averse to you, and most of them are 
rebellious. 


Allah encourages the believers to show enmity to the 
idolaters and to dissociate from them, affirming that 
they do not deserve to enjoy a covenant of peace, 
because of their Shirk in Allah and disbelief in Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&). 

If these disbelievers have a chance to defeat Muslims, 
they will cause great mischief, leave nothing 
unharmed, disregard the ties of kinship and the sanctity 
of their vows. 


Ali bin Abi Talhah, Ikrimah and Al-Awfi narrated that Ibn 
Abbas (RA) said, 

" III means kinship, while, Dhimmah means covenant." 
Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said similarly. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[9:8] 

How can they have a pact, if they get the better of 
you, [if] they have the upper hand over you, they do 
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not respect, [they do not] take into consideration, any 
bond, kinship, or treaty, pact, with regard to you. But 
will instead harm you as much as they can (the 
conditional sentence [‘if they ...’] is [also] a 
circumstantial qualifier), pleasing you with their 
tongues, with charming words, while their hearts refuse, 
to be true to these [words]; and most of them are 
wicked, violators of pacts. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

How (can they have a treaty) while if they overcome 
you, they shall not observe any bond or treaty in your 
case. They want to please you with (words from) their 
mouths, but their hearts refuse. Most of them are 
sinners. 

It was said in the first five verses of Surah Al-Tauba that, 
soon after the Conquest of Makkah, general amnesty 
was granted to all polytheists and disbelievers of 
Makkah and its environs. But, in view of their dismal 
record of treachery and breach of trust in the past, it 
was decided that no treaty would be signed with them 
in the future. It was despite this policy decision that 
injunctions to honour the treaty - made with these 
people earlier and which they had never contravened 
- were revealed whereby they were required to fulfill 
the terms of the treaty until it expired. As for those with 
whom there was just no treaty, or there was no treaty 
with a fixed duration, they too were granted suitable 
concession. Rather than they are ordered to leave 
Makkah immediately, they were allowed a respite of 
four months so that, during this period of time, they 
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could arrange to leave Makkah and go wherever they 
deemed fit, with convenience and in peace. Or, if the 
truth of Islam had become apparent to them in the 
meantime, they were welcome to become Muslims. 

The outcome of these injunctions was that the sacred 
site of Makkah was to be vacated by all treacherous 
disbelievers. The evacuation was being implemented 
without any intention to retaliate. In fact, it enforced in 
self-defense because of consistent experience. 
Therefore, the door to a good future for them left open 
even then. This has been mentioned in the sixth verse 
the substance of which is: If someone from among the 
disbelievers seeks asylum with you, then, you should 
grant it so that he could come close to you, listen to 
the Word of Allah, and understand the veracity of 
Islam. Then, your responsibility does not end at granting 
him a temporary asylum. The truth of the matter is that, 
as soon as he has done what he had come for. It is the 
responsibility of Muslims that they should escort him 
under full protective arrangements to the place, where 
he considers himself safe and happy. At the end of the 
verse, it was said that the particular injunction has been 
sent because these people are not sufficiently aware. 
By coming close, they could know things better. 

Some rulings and points of guidance come out from 
the verse (11) as well. These have been discussed in 
details by Imam Abi Bakr al- Jassas. In brief, they are: 

Proving the Veracity of Islam is the Duty of Muslim 
Scholars 

1. First of all, this verse confirms that, in case, a 
disbeliever asks Muslims to explain the veracity of Islam 
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to him with valid proofs, then, it becomes their duty to 
accede to his demand. 

2. Secondly, it is obligatory on Muslims that they should 
allow and protect anyone who comes to them to learn 
more about Islam. Causing any hurt or harm to such a 
person is not permissible. This injunction, according to 
Tafseer al-Qurtubi, is operative only in a situation when 
the purpose of the visitor is to listen to the Word of Allah 
and know more about Islam. In case, the objective of 
the visitor is business, or some other pursuit, it would 
depend on the discretion of relevant Muslim officials 
who would decide in terms of what is best in Muslim 
interests. Should they deem it fit, they may permit and 
should they think otherwise, they can act at their 
discretion. 

Non-Resident Non-Muslims should not be permitted to 
stay in Dar ul-lslam any longer than necessary 

3. The third ruling stipulates that a non-Muslim at war, 
with whom Muslims have no treaty, should not be 
allowed to stay any longer than necessary - because, 
in the cited verse, a limit of stay and protection has 
been set by saying: (until he listens to the Word of 
Allah). 

4. According to the fourth element of guidance 
embedded here, it is the duty of a Muslim ruling 
authority to remain aware of the progress of the mission 
undertaken by any non-Muslim at war once he has 
entered into the Muslim country with valid permission 
(visa) and purpose. And, as soon as he has completed 
his job in the country, it is also the duty of Muslim Am’ir 
(ruler) that he should arrange for his safe return. 
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Stated in the next verses is the wisdom behind the 
proclamation of withdrawal mentioned in the initial 
verses of Surah Al-Tauba. Here, by referring to the 
inherent meanness of pledge breaking disbelievers 
whose malice and hostility against Muslims knew no 
bounds, it was advised in verses 7 and 8 that 
entertaining any hope from such people that they 
would ever abide by their pledge was simply wrong to 
begin with. It was said in the text: Except for some 
people with whom Muslims had entered into a treaty 
near the masjid al-haram, how could any pledge given 
by these disbelievers be credible before Allah and His 
Messenger (X$&) ? The fact was that they were a set of 
people who, if given the least opportunity, would not 
blink about any relationship that they had with them or 
bother to honour the word of promise given by them. 
The simple reason was that these people did not intend 
to honour the treaty even when they were signing it. 
Their sole purpose was just to placate them. With their 
hearts set elsewhere, most of them were sinners, 
compulsive breakers of pledges and practitioners of 
treachery. 

Uphold truth and commit no excess or injustice even 
against disbelievers is the teaching of Qur'an 

This statement of the Qur'an provides guidance for 
Muslims that they should never surrender truth and 
justice even when they are dealing with confronting 
enemies. Whenever they have to take up an issue with 
them, they are required not to slip into taking 
exaggerated approaches and stances against them. 
This is as it has been demonstrated in these verses 
where full consideration has been given to the case of 
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the disbelievers of Makkah. The fact was that most of 
them had broken their pledge. Naturally, when 
something like this happens in that setting, people tend 
to make a sweeping allegation against every-one. But, 
the Holy Qur'an, by saying: (except those with whom 
you made a treaty near al-masjid-al-haram), has 
exempted those who had not broken their pledge. In 
fact, it has ordered that Muslims should stay firm on 
their commitment as long as the others remain 
committed and faithful to their pledge. The breach of 
trust committed by other people should in no case 
influence their stance whereby they themselves may 
be led to become breakers of the pledge given to 
them. 

Earlier when it said that disbelieving people had nursed 
betrayal in their hearts right from the beginning and 
had no intention of staying faithful to their pledge, an 
exception also granted. Similarly, when the text says: 
(Most of them are sinners - 8), it hints that not all of 
them were like that. There were some nice people 
among them too, who wanted to stand by their 
commitment, but they were not heard before others. 

This is the same subject; the Holy Qur'an takes up 
elsewhere saying in very clear terms, (and malice 
against a people should not bid you to not doing 
justice - 5:8) 

After that comes the ninth verse with the reason, why 
these Mushriks were so chronically treacherous and 
what was it that ailed them. Thus, they too were given 
a prescription of hope to ponder about so that they 
could still correct themselves if they chose to. At the 
same time, Muslims at large were also served with a 
warning that they should take their guard against the 

270 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Arrogant Heart 

pitfall of treachery and disobedience that had sucked 
these people in and make a total abstention from this 
behaviour model their distinct life style. The reason is 
their relentless love of the material. The desire to 
acquire, possess and expend the limitless range of 
things of this world had blinded them to the limit that 
they would not hesitate to sell off the very Words of 
Allah and their own faith in exchange for paltry gains. 
This character is, to make an understatement, evil. 
Moving on to the tenth verse, the text describes the 
extreme crookedness of these people by saying: (They 
do not observe, in the case of a believer, any bond or 
treaty). The sense is that this was no isolated case of 
disbelieving people acting treacherously against 
Muslims to whom they were bound by ties of kinship 
and treaty obligations. In fact, disbelieving people 
were a lot who would never consider kinship or pledge 
as valid grounds when dealing with Muslims. 

Given the previously mentioned behaviour pattern of 
disbelieving people, it could have been but natural for 
Muslims to have become disillusioned with them forever 
and refuse to have any brotherly relationship with them 
under any condition. Therefore, as the Quranic justice 
and equity would have it, the eleventh verse gives the 
following instruction: (Then, if they repent and establish 
Soloh and pay zakaf, they are your brothers in faith). 
Here we are being told that once an enemy - no 
matter how deadly and no matter how hurtful he has 
been - becomes a Muslim, things change dramatically. 
Allah Taala forgives his past sins, all of them. So, it 
becomes obligatory on Muslims too that they should 
forget the past, start afresh, take them as their brothers 


271 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Arrogant Heart 

in faith and do whatever it takes to fulfill the rights 
enjoined under such relationship. 

Three Conditions of Entry into the Islamic Brotherhood 

This verse makes it clear that there are three conditions 
of entry into the Islamic brotherhood: 

(1 ) Taubah or repentance from Kufr and Shirk, 

(2) Establishment of Salah and 

(3) Payment of Zakat - because, 'Iman (faith) and 
Taubah (repentance) are concealed matters. 

Common Muslims cannot find out their reality. 

Therefore, two of their outward signs were mentioned, 
that is, Salah and Zakat. 

Sayyidna 'Abdullah 'ibn 'Abbas (RA) said: 'This verse has 
made the blood of Muslims, who qualify as 'the people 
of Qiblah,' unlawful (haram).' In other words, people 
who establish Salah, pay Zakat and have said or done 
nothing against Islam as proved against them, shall be 
taken as Muslims in the matter of all religious injunctions 
- even though, they may not have true 'Iman (faith) in 
their hearts, or have hypocrisy (nifaq). 

This is the verse Sayyidna Abu Bakr (RA) had quoted in 
support of his declaration of Jihad against those who 
had refused to pay Zakat after the passing away of the 
Holy Prophet (X$&) the noble Companions before 
whom he had made this assertion were satisfied with his 
approach. (Ibn Kathir) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( An Nelil -1 6:22) (22 

Your God is One Allah. As for those who do not believe 
in the Hereafter, their hearts are defiant and they are 
arrogant. 

Your god is one Allah. But for those who believe not in 
the Hereafter, their hearts are in denial, and they are 
proud. 

None is to be worshipped except Allah 

Allah tells: Your god is one Allah. 

Allah tells that there is none to be worshipped besides 
Him, the One, the Unique, and the Lone, the Self- 
Sufficient. 

But for those who believe not in the Hereafter, their 
hearts are in denial, 

And He tells that the hearts of the disbelievers deny 
that and are astonished by that: 

"Has he made the gods (all) into One Allah! Verily, this is 
a curious thing!" (38:5) 

And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those 
who do not believe in the Hereafter are filled with 
disgust, and when those besides Him are mentioned, 
behold, they rejoice! (39:45) 
and they are proud. 

meaning they are too proud to worship Allah, and their 
hearts reject the idea of singling Him out, as Allah says: 
Verily! Those who scorn My worship they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation! (40:60) 
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So here, Allah says; Certainly, 
meaning truly, 

Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal, 
meaning He will require them for that in full. 

Truly, He does not like the proud. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 16 : 22 ] 

Your God, the One deserving of your worship, is One 
Allah, without [any] equal in [terms of] His essence or 
His attributes, and this is Allah, exalted He be. But as for 
those who do not believe in the Hereafter their hearts 
are in denial, rejecting the Oneness [of Allah], and they 
are arrogant, scorning to believe in it. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Your God is One Allah. So, those who do not believe in 
the Hereafter, their hearts are defiant and they are 
arrogant. 

Verses appearing immediately earlier described the 
many blessings of Allah Taala in details proved that He 
alone is their Creator and established that He is unique 
in this matter. Now, in the present verses, there comes 
an admonition against the failure of people to 
recognize that there is a fact behind the statement 
describing all these blessings - and that is Tauhid, the 
Oneness of Allah Taala, except whom there is none 
worthy of worship. Therefore, it was said: When it stands 
proved that Allah alone made the heavens and the 
earth, made the mountains and rivers, vegetation and 
animals, trees and plants with their fruits and flowers, 

274 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Arrogant Heart 

how can that most sacred Being that is the Creator of 
all these things become, for no reason, like idols and 
icons which cannot create anything? Why would you 
not understand something so elementary? 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




06 


( AlHadeed 57:1 6) 

Has the time not yet come for those who believe that 
their hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah and for the truth that has descended (through 
revelation)? They must not be like those to whom the 
Book was given before, but a long period passed on 
them (in which they did not repent), therefore their 
hearts became hard, and (thus) many of them are 
sinners. 

Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Has not the time yet come for the believers that their 
hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah? And that which has been revealed of the truth, 
lest they become as those who received the Scripture 
before, and the term was prolonged for them and so 
their hearts were hardened. And many of them were 
rebellious. 
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Encouraging Khushu' and the Prohibition of imitating 
the People of the Scriptures 

Allah asks. 

Has not the time yet come for the believers that their 
hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah? And that which has been revealed of the truth, 
Allah asks, 'Has not the time come for the believers to 
feel humility in their hearts by the remembrance of 
Allah and hearing subtle advice and the recitation of 
the Qur'an, so that they may comprehend the Qur'an, 
abide by it, and hear and obey. 

Muslim recorded that Abdullah bin Mas'ud (RA) said, 
"Only four years separated our acceptance of Islam 
and the revelation of this Ayyat, in which Allah subtly 
admonished us. 

Has not the time yet come for the believers that their 
hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah" 

This is the narration Muslim collected, just before the 
end of his book. 

An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith in the Tafseer of this 
Ayyat. 

Allah's statement, 

Lest they become as those who received the Scripture 
before, and the term was prolonged for them and so 
their hearts were hardened, 

Allah is prohibiting the believers from imitating those 
who were given the Scriptures before them, the Jews 
and Christians. As time passed, they changed the Book 
of Allah that they had, and sold it for a small, miserable 
price. They also abandoned Allah's Book behind their 
back and were impressed and consumed by various 
opinions and false creeds. They imitated the way others 
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behaved with the religion of Allah, making their rabbis 
and priests into gods beside Allah. Consequently, their 
hearts became hard and they would not accept 
advice; their hearts did not feel humbled by Allah's 
promises or threats, 

And many of them were rebellious, 
meaning, in action; 

Therefore, their hearts are corrupt and their actions are 
invalid, just as Allah the Exalted said. 

So, because of their breach of their covenant, We 
cursed them and made their hearts grow hard. They 
changed the words from their (right) places and have 
abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent 
to them. (5:13) 

meaning, their hearts became corrupt and they 
hardened, and they acquired the behavior of 
changing Allah's Speech from their appropriate places 
and meanings. They abandoned acts of worship that 
they were commanded to perform and committed 
what they were prohibited to do. 

This is why Allah forbade the believers from imitating 
them in any way, be it basic or detailed matters. 

Allah the Exalted said, 

Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its death! 
Indeed We have made clear the Ayyat to you, if you 
but understand. 

This Ayyat indicates that He brings subtleness to hearts 
after they have become hard, guides the confused 
after they were led astray, and relieves hardships after 
they have intensified. And just as Allah brings life back 
to the dead and dry earth by sending the needed 
abundant rain. He also guides the hardened hearts 
with the proofs and evidences of the Qur'an. The light 
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(of faith) would have access to the hearts once again, 
after they were closed and, as a consequence, no 
guidance was able to reach them. 

All praise is due to Him Who guides whomever He wills 
after they were misguided, Who misguides those who 
were led a right before. Surely, it is He Who does what 
He wills and He is the All-Wise, the Most Just in all that 
He does, the Most Subtle, the Most Aware, the Most 
High, the Proud. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[57:16] - Allama Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) said: 

Is it not time for those who believe — this was revealed 
concerning the matter of the Companions [of the 
Prophet] who had been overindulging in jest, that their 
hearts should be humbled to the remembrance of 
Allah. And [to] what has been revealed (read as 
nuzzilo ; or read nazala, ‘[what] has come down’) of the 
truth, the Qur’an, and that they should not be 
(j Id yakOnO is a supplement to takhsha'a, ‘be humbled’) 
like those who were given the Scripture before?, 
namely, the Jews and the Christians. For the stretch of 
time, the interval [extending] from them [back] to [the 
time of the sending of the last of] their prophets, was 
too long for them and so their hearts became 
hardened, unyielding to the remembrance of Allah, 
and many of them are immoral. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Has the time not yet come for those who believe that 
their hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah and for the truth that has descended (through 
revelation)? And they must not be like those to whom 
the Book was given before, but a long period passed 
on them (in which they did not repent), therefore their 
hearts became hard, while many of them were sinners. 

(Has the time not yet come for those who believe that 
their hearts should be humble for the remembrance of 
Allah and for the truth that has descended [through 
revelation]? 57:1 6) 

The phrase khushu'-ul-qalb means 'for the heart to 
soften; to be receptive to advice; to be obedient; to 
submit'. [Ibn Kathir] In the Quranic context, it implies 'a 
complete willingness to yield to the 
Divine injunctions, or the Divine imperatives and 
prohibitions without allowing any laxity in following 
them. [Ruh-ul-Maani]. 

This verse admonishes the believers. Sayyidna 'Abdullah 
Ibn 'Abbas (RA) & reports that some of the believers 
were found to be lacking in firmness, and somewhat 
laziness was felt in their practices. So this verse was 
revealed. Imam A'mash (ra) said: After settling down in 
Madinah, the blessed Companions experienced socio- 
economic comfort and prosperity, as a result some of 
them relaxed in exerting their efforts to do good works 
as they used to do previously. Thus, this verse was 
revealed. Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (RA) narration 
also carries the additional information that this 
admonitory verse was revealed thirteen years after the 
revelation had started. [Recorded by Ibn Abl Hatiml 
Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud (RA) & narrates that this 
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admonitory verse was revealed four years after they 
had embraced Islam to administer this mild reproof. 
Allah knows best! In any case, the Muslims are 
cautioned in this verse that they should prepare 
themselves to turn to Allah totally and completely, and 
act upon the teachings of their religion. All actions 
revolve around khushu-ul-qalb Sayyidna Shaddad Ibn 
Aws & narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Xs^)said: 
"The first thing that will be taken away from the people 
will be their humility or humbleness [khushu]." 

[Ibn Kathir] 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


-- 9.6 

( AlHadeed -57:27 07 


Then We made Our messengers (AS) follow them one 
after the other, then We sent after them Isa (AS), the 
son of Maryam (Jesus, son of Mary), and gave him the 
Injil, and placed compassion and mercy in the hearts 
of his followers. As for monasticism, it was invented by 
them; We did not ordain it for them, but (they adopted 
it) to seek Allah's pleasure, then could not observe it as 
was due. So We gave the believers from among them 
their reward. And many of them are sinners. 
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Then, We sent after them Our Messengers (AS), and We 
sent 'Isa (AS) the son of Maryam, and gave him the Injil. 
And We ordained in the hearts of those who followed 
him, compassion and mercy. But the monasticism 
which they invented for themselves, We did not 
prescribe for them, but (they sought it) only to please 
Allah therewith, but that they did not observe it with the 
right observance. So, We gave those among them 
who believed, their (due) reward; but many of them 
are rebellious. 

This Ayyat criticizes them in two ways: 

- First, they invented in things in their religion, things 
which Allah did not legislate for them. 

- The second is that they did not fulfill the requirements 
of what they themselves invented and which they 
claimed was a means of drawing near to Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored. 

An-Nasa'i -- and this is his wording - recorded that Ibn 
Abbas (RA) said, "There were kings after 'Isa (AS) who 
changed the Tawrah and the Injil when there were still 
believers who recited Tawrah and the Injil. Their kings 
were told, 

'We were never confronted by more severe criticism 
and abuse than of these people.’ - 
They recite the Ayyat, 

And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed, such are the disbelievers. (5:44), 

As well as, they accuse us of short comings in our 
actions, while still they recite. Therefore, summon them 
and let them recite these Ayyat our way and believe in 
them our way.’ 

The king summoned them and gathered them and 
threatened them with death if they did not revert from 
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reciting the original Tawrah and Injil to using the 
corrupted version only. 

They said, 

'Why do you want us to do that, let us be.' 

Some of them said, 

'Build a narrow elevated tower for us and let us ascend 
it, and then give us the means to elevate food and 
drink to us. This way, you will save yourselves from 
hearing us.' 

Another group among them said, 

'Let us go about in the land and eat and drink like 
beasts do, and if you find us in your own land, then kill 
us.' 

Another group among them said, 

'Build homes (monasteries) for us in the deserts and 
secluded areas, where we can dig wells and plant 
vegetables. Then, we will not refute you and will not 
even pass by you.’ 

These groups said this, even though they all had 
supporters among their tribes. It is about this that Allah 
the Exalted and Most Honored sent down this Ayyat, 
(But the monasticism which they invented for 
themselves. We did not prescribe for them, but (they 
sought it) only to please Allah therewith, but that they 
did not observe it with the right observance.) 

Then Allah says, 

So, We gave those among them who believed, their 
(due) reward; but many of them are rebellious. 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that Anas bin Malik (RA) 
said that the Prophet (;£$&) said, 

Every Prophet has Rahbaniyyah (monasticism); Jihad in 
the cause of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, is 
the Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah. Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la 
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collected this Hadith and in this narration, the Prophet 
) said 

, Every Ummah has Rahbaniyyah; Jihad in the cause of 
Allah is the Rahbaniyyah of this Ummah. 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri 
(RA) said that a man came to him and asked him for 
advice, and Abu Sa'id (RA) said that he asked the 
same of Allah's Messenger (X$&). Abu Sa'id (RA) said, 
"So, I advise you to 

- adhere by the Taqwa of Allah, because it is the chief 
of all matters. 

- Fulfill the obligation of Jihad, because it is the 
Rahbaniyyah of Islam. 

- Take care of remembering Allah and reciting the 
Qur'an, because it is your closeness (or status) in the 
heavens and your good fame on earth." Only Imam 
Ahmad (ra) collected this Hadith. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 57 : 27 ] 

Then We sent to follow in their footsteps Our 
messengers, and We sent to follow, Jesus son of Mary, 
and We gave him the Gospel, and We placed in the 
hearts of those who followed him kindness and mercy. 
But [as for] monasticism, namely, abstention from 
women and seclusion in monasteries, they invented it, 
[an innovation] on their part — We had not prescribed 
it for them. We did not enjoin them to it; but they took it 
on — only seeking Allah’s beatitude. Yet they did not 
observe it with due observance, for many of them 
abandoned it and rejected the religion of Jesus and 
embraced the religion of their [then] king. However, 
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many of them did remain upon the religion of Jesus 
and they believed in our Prophet [when he came]. So 
We gave those of them who believed, in him, their 
reward; but many of them are immoral. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi (ra) said: 

Then We made Our messengers (AS) follow them one 
after the other, then We sent after them 'Isa (AS), the 
son of Maryam (Jesus, son of Mary), and gave him the 
Injil, and placed tenderness and mercy in the hearts of 
his followers. As for monasticism, it was invented by 
them; We did not ordain it for them, but (they adopted 
it) to seek Allah's pleasure, then could not observe it as 
was due. So We gave those of them who believed their 
reward. And many of them are sinners. [27] 

Many of the Nations of the Prophets were Rebellious 

In the preceding verses, it was mentioned that in order 
to give guidance to the world and to establish justice 
therein, Allah sent His Messengers (AS) and revealed to 
them the divine books and set up Balance. 

The current verses give specific names of some of those 
Divine Messengers. Among them. Prophet Nuh (AS) 
stands first in the list, because he is second 'Adam (AS) 
in the sense that all human beings after the Deluge 
were from his progeny. Then the Prophet Ibrahim 
Khalilullah (AS) is mentioned as he is the father of the 
prophets (A&) and recognized as an ideal for all the 
divine religions. It has been made plain here that all the 
Prophets and Messengers sent after these two prophets 
were from their offspring. Out of many branches of the 
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progeny of Nuh (AS), the branch singled out for 
prophet-hood was that of Prophet Ibrahim Khalil-ullah 
(AS). After specific mention of these two Prophets, the 
whole chain of prophets is referred to by the words, 
"Then We made Our messengers follow them one after 
the ‘other". Lastly, 'Isa (AS) has been specifically 
mentioned, as he was the last among the Israelite 
prophets. Then the Last of all prophets Sayyidna 
Muhammad (Afe) and his Shari’ah has a pointed 
reference in the next verse. 

The special characteristics of the disciples of Prophet 
Isa (AS) are given in part of verse 27 as follows: (...and 
placed tenderness and mercy in the hearts of his 
followers) In other words, Allah inculcated two qualities 
in the hearts of the followers of Prophet Isa (AS) and his 
Divine Book Injil [Gospel]: [I] tenderness and [2] mercy. 
As a result, they showed tenderness and compassion to 
one another. Or it could mean that they showed 
tenderness and kindness to the entire creation of Allah. 

Generally, the two words ra'fah (tenderness) and 
rahmah (mercy) are treated as synonyms or near- 
synonyms, but since they are employed here in 
opposition to each other, some lexicologists explained 
that the word ra'fah is stronger in degree than the word 
rahmah. Others have explained that there are two 
requirements of tenderness and mercy. The word ra'fah 
means to alleviate the calamity of someone, while the 
word rahmah means to give to someone what he 
needs. In short, ra'fah is concerned with repelling harm 
and rahmah is concerned with deriving benefit. As 
'repelling harm' is normally prior to 'deriving benefit'. 
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ra'fah takes precedence over rahmah when the two 
words are expressed simultaneously. 

On this occasion, 'tenderness' and 'mercy' are 
mentioned as the special characteristics of the 
disciples [Howariyyun of the Prophet 'Isa (AS) Similarly, 
some characteristics of the blessed Companions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad (A&) are given in Surah Al- 
Fateh, one of which is (...compassionate among 
themselves .... 48:29). But another characteristic of 
them is given before this as: (...hard against the 
disbelievers ...48:29). The reason for this difference 
seems to be that there were no laws pertaining to jihad 
against the non-believers in the 

Shari'ah of the Prophet Isa (AS). Therefore, there was no 
occasion for them to be hard against the disbelievers. 
Allah knows best! 

Monasticism: An Analysis 

(...AS for monasticism, they invented it ;). The word 
Rahbaniyyah (monasticism) is attributed to ruhban. The 
words Rahib (-singular) and ruhban (plural) mean 'the 
one who fears'. After Prophet Isa (AS), transgression 
became common. In particular, the kings and the 
leaders publicly defied the laws of the Gospel. When 
the scholars and the righteous people among them 
attempted to stop them from doing evil deeds, they 
were put to death. Those that remained felt that they 
would not be able to stop them, nor did they have the 
power of resistance. If they lived in society, there was 
every likelihood that their religion too would be 
destroyed. Therefore, they took upon themselves in 
earnest that they would give up all pleasures and 
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comforts of this life including the legitimate ones. Thus, 
they avoided marriage, abandoned any activity to 
earn livelihood and any effort to build homes, and took 
to jungles, mountains and caves, or took to nomadic 
life in order to protect their religion and follow their 
religious duties freely and completely. They did all this 
out of fear of Allah. Therefore, they were referred to as 
Rohib or ruhbon. Their practice is referred to as 
Rahbaniyyah. 

As the Christians introduced monasticism under forced 
circumstances in order to protect their faith, it was not 
reproachable in its origin. But once anyone has 
imposed anything on himself, it becomes binding on 
him, and its violation is a sin. For example, making a 
vow for an act of worship is not obligatory. But if a 
person were to vow to do an act of worship or abstain 
from a lawful thing, it becomes binding on him in 
Shari’ah to maintain the vow; its violation becomes a 
sin. Some of the Christian monks invented monasticism 
with the best of intentions, but there were others, who 
could not endure the hardships of monastic life and 
soon succumbed to the pursuit of material gains and 
physical pleasures when the general body of people 
believed in them, offered those gifts and oblations. 
History bears ample testimony to the fact that the 
monks who detested the system of marriage indulged 
in indecent acts and fornication. (The free intermingling 
of men and women in monasteries turned those places 
into centres of evil.) 

The current verse denounces the practice of the monks 
who imposed monasticism upon themselves, and once 
they had imposed it, they should have observed its 
requirements, which they did not. 
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That there was nothing wrong originally in what they 
had introduced as Rahbaniyyah is proved by a Hadith 
narrated by Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud (RA) and 
recorded by Ibn Kathir (ra) with reference to Ibn Abi 
Hatim and Ibn Jarir who have cited a lengthy narration 
in which the Messenger of Allah (;£!$&) is reported to 
have said: 

"Allah has split the Children of Israel into seventy-two 
sects. Only three of them were saved from punishment. 
These are groups who, after Prophet Isa (AS), stopped 
the oppressive kings and affluent and powerful 
transgressors from violating the Divine laws. Among 
those, who raised the voice of Truth against them and 
invited them to the religion of Prophet Isa (AS). 

The first group faced the oppressors with whatever 
power they had at their command, but they were 
defeated and killed. Then after them a second group 
stood against the tyrants and aggressors who did not 
have even that, much fighting strength as the first 
group had. However, they conveyed the Truth without 
caring for their lives. This group too was killed. Some of 
them were ripped apart with saws and others were 
burnt alive. But they, for the sake of Allah's pleasure, 
bore all pains and attained salvation. 

Then a third group stood against them. But this group 
was weak: They had no resources to fight the tyrants 
nor could they live in that corrupt society and follow 
their religion. Therefore, they took to the jungles and 
mountains, and became monks. It is to this third group 
that Allah refers in the current verse As for monasticism. 
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it was invented by them; We did not ordain it for them 

M 


This narration indicates that the people who originally 
adopted monasticism from among the Israelites, took 
care of its essentials, and endured its hardships were 
among those who attained salvation. 

According to this interpretation, the present verse 
shows that the monasticism initially adopted by such 
people was not bad or evil in itself, though it was not a 
religious obligation either. They had made it obligatory 
on themselves at their own will and wish. The element 
of evil starts from the fact, that after making it binding 
on themselves, most of them were not able to keep to 
its essentials. As a result, in keeping with the adage a 
Majority takes the status of all), the Qur'an attributed 
this evil aspect to the entire Israelites in that they 
invented it and could not practice it and did not take 
care of its requirements : (...but [they adopted it] to 
seek Allah's pleasure, then could not observe it as was 
due 57:27). 

It is also learnt from the above discussion that the word 
ibtida', ' derived from bid'ah, used in (...they invented it 
. . .) is used in its literal sense of invention, and not in its 
technical or religious sense of heresy. The religious 
concept of bid'ah (which refers to a baseless faith or 
practice that is made part of the religion) has been 
denounced in the following narration of the Holy 
Prophet (X$&) (Every religious innovation is deviation). 

The context of the verse is very clear about it. Let us first 
study the following sentence: (And We placed in the 
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hearts of his followers tenderness and mercy and the 
monasticism they had invented; We did not prescribe it 
for them, except to seek Allah's pleasure. Then they did 
not observe it as was due ... 57:27) The context 
indicates that just as 'tenderness and mercy’ are not 
evil qualities, likewise 'monasticism' which they adopted 
is not an evil quality in itself. 

Otherwise, Allah would not have listed it alongside the 
favourable qualities of 'tenderness and mercy'. 
Scholars, like Qurtubi, who held monasticism as 
prohibited, had to face grammatical difficulties. They 
had to go out of their way to show that Rahbaniyyah is 
not a part of the conjunctive expression joined 
together by the conjunction 'waw' [and] They treated 
the sentence starting with "...and monasticism.. . " as a 
separate sentence, and understood the verb ibtada' 
as omitted. The interpretation adopted above renders 
this construction unnecessary. That is why the Holy 
Qur'an does not reject their adoption of monasticism in 
principle, but their failure to keep it up, and take care 
of its rights and- obligations. This interpretation is 
possible only if the word ibtida' (invention) is taken in its 
literal sense. Had it been employed in its religious or 
technical sense, the Quran would have denounced 
adoption of monasticism in itself, because bid'ah 
(innovation in religion) in its technical sense is deviation. 
Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn Mas’Od (RA) foregoing 
narration makes it clear that the groups that adopted 
monastic life attained salvation. If they were guilty of 
committing religious innovation, they would never have 
been counted among the saved ones, but rather 
among the deviant ones. 
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Is Rahbaniyyah (Monasticism) absolutely prohibited or 
is it a relative Concept? 

The fact is that Rahbaniyyah (translated as 
monasticism) generally means to give up some lawful 
things and pleasures. It has several stages, one of 
which is to treat a permissible thing as impermissible 
doctrinally or practically. This is distortion of religion. 
From this point of view, monasticism is absolutely 
prohibited as declared by the Holy Quran at several 
places, like verse [871 of Surah Al-Maida that lays down 
the (0 believers, do not prohibit the good things which 
Allah has made lawful to you...). The prohibitive verb 
('do not prohibit') in this verse indicates that it relates to 
a situation where a person holds unlawful what Allah 
has made lawful, either in his belief or in practice, and 
as such it will amount to distortion or perversion of the 
Divine laws. 

The second stage is when a person does not, 
dogmatically or practically, turns a lawful thing into 
unlawful, but gives it up for some mundane or religious 
reason. In mundane affairs, a person might give up 
eating a lawful thing because of some disease. In 
religious matters, a person might give up the company 
of people and mixing with them, lest he should commit 
moral sins like lying and backbiting, or he might 
abandon some permissible things temporarily in order 
to suppress his base desires. This restriction is no more 
than a treatment of a spiritual disease. When the 
treatment is over, the restriction is no longer observe. 
Some Sufi adepts require a novice in the initial stages of 
his spiritual journey to exercise ascetic discipline, such 
as eating little, sleeping little and mixing little with 
people. This brings him to a state of greater harmony 
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and balance [I'tidol]. This ascetic discipline is a 'means' 
and not an 'end' in itself. When the perfect balance is 
attain and the Nats (inner-self) is brought under control, 
and there is no longer the danger of committing sins, 
they are asked to give up the exercise. 

This in fact is not monasticism but Taqwa or 
righteousness, which the religion requires and was 
practiced by our predecessors, the blessed 
Companions, their followers and the leaders in religion. 

The third stage is when a person does not turn a 
permissible thing into unlawful. However, he abstains 
from its use under the belief that its giving up has more 
virtue and carries more reward, while such use is 
proved through Sunnah (the practice of the Holy 
Prophet (X$&) This is in fact ghuluww (over-indulgence). 
Many of the Prophetic Traditions Prohibit ghuluww. 

The Holy Prophet (X$&) is reported to have said: (There 
is no monasticism in Islam.) This relates to a situation 
where someone abandons permissible things with the 
mistaken notion that it will bring him reward. If the 
Children of Israel initiated monasticism for the 
protection of their religion, it will fall under the second 
category of righteousness. But the people of the book 
were given to ghuluww or practicing religious 
fanaticism. If they turned lawful into unlawful, they fell 
under the first category and are guilty of committing 
haram. If they fall under the third category, then too 
they are guilty of committing something that is 
condemned. Allah, the Pure and Exalted, knows best! 

(O those who believe, fear Allah, and believe in His 
Messenger (;&&), and He will give you two shares [of 
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reward] out of His mercy,. .28) The vocative expression 
“those who believe ..." in this verse refers to the People 
of the Book who believed in Prophet Isa (AS). 

Generally, the Qur'an uses this vocative expression for 
Muslims only, not for Jews or Christians. The expression 
used for them is ahlul-kitab [People of the Book] 
because their believing in Prophets Musa (AS) and Isa 
(AS) is not tantamount to being 'believers'. They need 
to believe in the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Afe). Only 
in that case can they be called "O those who believe". 
But here the Qur'an deviates from the general rule, and 
addresses them by the words, "O those who believe" 
presumably because the concluding verse reminds the 
Christians that believing in Prophet 'Isa (AS) is not 
sufficient: the true meaning of believing in Prophet Isa 
(AS) dictates that they should believe in the Last 
Prophet (Xj&)- If they do, then they deserve to be 
called as 'those who believe'. 

Then the verse promises the People of the Book that 
believe in the Holy Prophet (;£$&) their reward will be 
doubled. The first reward is because of their believing in 
Prophet Isa (AS) or Musa (AS) and following their 
Shari’ah, and the second reward is for their believing in 
the Holy Prophet (X$&) and acting upon his Shari'ah. 
The reason for their double reward is that Jews and 
Christians were unbelievers until they believed in the 
Holy Prophet (X$&), and no worship of an unbeliever is 
acceptable. It required that any action they had 
performed according to a previous Shari'ah would go 
waste. But the present verse clarifies that when an 
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unbeliever embraces Islam, all his good actions are 
restored, hence he is doubly rewarded. 

(SO that the People of the Book may know 57:29). 

The negative particle la [no] is grammatically 
redundant [but rhetorically it serves to emphasise the 
expression]. This final verse states that the People of the 
Book need to know that faith in Prophet Isa (AS) is not 
necessarily faith in the Prophet Muhammad (;&&). In 
the circumstances, they do not deserve any Divine 
grace unless they embrace faith in the Last Prophet 
(A&). Allah, the Pure and Exalted, knows best! 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Doubtful Heart 


10.0 - Doubtful Heart 

(Shak’ki Mizaj Dil) 

Allah defined about the doubtful hearts on four places 
in the Quran. 



Only those people ask you to be excused who do not 
believe in Allah and in the Last Day and whose hearts 
are in doubt; so they are wavering in their doubt. 


It is only those who believe not in Allah and the Last 
Day and whose hearts are in doubt that ask your leave. 
So in their doubts they waver. 


and Allah is the All-Knower of those who have Taqwa. 
Those who ask your leave, to remain behind, without a 
valid excuse, those who believe not in Allah and the 
Last Day, they do not hope for Allah's reward in the 
Hereafter for their good actions, and whose hearts are 
in doubt, about the validity of what you brought them, 
so in their doubts they waver. They waver in doubt, 
taking one step forward and one step back. They do 
not have a firm stance in anything, for they are unsure 
and destroyed, neither belonging to these nor to those. 
Verily, those whom Allah misguides will never find a 
way for themselves to guidance. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[9:45] 

They alone ask leave of you, to stay behind, who do 
not believe in Allah and the Last Day, and whose 
hearts are doubtful, uncertain, about religion, so in their 
doubt they waver, they are confused. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Only those people ask you to be excused who do not 
believe in Allah and in the Last Day and whose hearts 
are in doubt, so they are wavering in their doubt. 

There was the difference between believers and 
hypocrites. Those who believe in Allah Taala truly and 
staunchly do not pick an occasion like that only to seek 
desertion from Jihad just for the sake of love for their 
lives and wealth and go about asking the permission of 
their prophet to stay back. In fact, this is the behaviour 
of only those, who do not believe in Allah and the Day 
of Judgement ( akhirah ), truly and correctly - and, as for 
Allah, He knows the Allah-tearing perfectly well. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( At-Touba -9 = 1 10) 6 3 

The building they had built shall always remain a source 
of unrest in their hearts, unless their hearts are cut into 
pieces. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 

The building which they built will never cease to be a 
cause of hypocrisy and doubt in their hearts unless their 
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hearts are cut to pieces. And Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Wise. 


The Difference between Masjid At-Taqwa and Masjid 
Ad-Dirar 

Allah says; Is it then he who laid the foundation of his 
building on Taqwa to Allah and His good pleasure 
better, or he who laid the foundation of his building on 
the brink of an undetermined precipice ready to 
crumble down, so that it crumbled to pieces with him, 
Allah the Exalted says that the Masjid that has been 
built on the basis of Taqwa of Allah and His pleasure is 
not the same as a Masjid that was been built based on 
causing harm, disbelief and causing division among 
the believers, and as an outpost for those who warred 
against Allah and His Messenger (;&&)• The latter built 
their Masjid on the edge of a steep hole, into the fire of 
Hell. And Allah guides not the people who are the 
wrongdoers. Allah does not bring aright the works of 
those who commit mischief. 

Jabir bin Abdullah said, 

"I saw the Masjid that was built to cause harm with 
smoke rising up from it, during the time of the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) ." 

Allah's statement, The building which they built will 
never cease to be a cause of hypocrisy and doubt in 
their hearts. Because of this awful action that they 
committed, they inherited hypocrisy in their hearts, just 
as those who worshipped the calf were inclined to 
adoring it. Allah said next, unless their hearts are cut to 
pieces. According to Ibn Abbas (RA), Mujahid, 
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Qatadah, Zayd bin Aslam, As-Suddi, Habib bin Abi 
Thabit, Ad-Dahhak, Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
and several other scholars of the Salat. Until they die, 
And Allah is All-Knowing, of the actions of His creation, 
All-Wise. In compensating them for their good or evil 
actions. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 9 : 110 ] 

The buildings which they have built will never cease to 
be a misgiving, a point of doubt, in their hearts unless 
their hearts are cut, torn, to pieces, such that they die; 
and Allah is Knower, of His creatures, Wise, in what He 
does with them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


According to the commentary of Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi (ra): 

The building they have made shall always remain a 
source of doubt in their hearts unless their hearts are 
cut into pieces. And Allah is All-Knowing, Wise. 

Anti-Islam activities of hypocrites have been described 
in several previous verses. The present verses mention 
yet another conspiracy hatched by them. It has been 
reported that there was a man in Madinah. His name 
was Abu 'Amir. He had become a Christian during the 
days of Jahiliyyah and was known as Abu 'Amir the 
Rahib (that is, a monk). This is the same Abu 'Amir 
whose son Hanzalah (RA) is a well-known Sahabi whose 
dead body was washed by angels and which gave 
him the sobriquet of 'the one who was bathed by 
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angels.' But, the father stuck by his error and remained 
a Christian. 


When the Holy Prophet (;&&) came to Madinah, Abi 
'Amir the Rahib visited him and criticized Islam. Even 
the answers given by the Holy Prophet (;£$&) did not 
satisfy this unfortunate man. In fact, he said, 'may the 
liar between the two of us be cursed and die in travel 
far away from friends and relatives.' He also said, 'I shall 
be there to help any aggressor against you.' Therefore, 
he did. He fought on the side of the enemies of Muslims 
in all battles right through the battle of Hunayn. When 
the big and strong tribe of Hawazin too was defeated, 
he lost hope. He ran away to Syria, the stronghold of 
Christians where he died far away from his friends and 
relatives. The prayer he had made was before him. 
When disgrace is destined for someone, this is how he 
acts. His own prayer brought that disgrace upon him. 
But, as long as he lived, he remained busy hatching 
conspiracies against Islam and Muslims. He virtually 
tried to induce the Byzantine ruler to attack Madinah 
and expel Muslims from there. 

One aspect of this conspiracy materialized when he 
wrote a letter to the hypocrites of Madinah with whom 
he had a sinister understanding. He told them that he 
was working on the Byzantine ruler to attack Madinah. 
But, it was necessary to have group strength to lend 
local support to the invader. For this purpose, he 
suggested that they should make a building right there 
in Madinah giving people the impression that they 
were building a mosque so that Muslims do not get to 
be suspicious. After that, they should get their men 
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together in this place and collect as much of weapons 
and supplies as they could. He wanted this to become 
an undercover center where his accomplices would 
be conducting their activities against Muslims by 
mutual consultation. 

It was on his suggestion that twelve hypocrites got 
together in Quba', a locality of Madinah where the 
Holy Prophet (A&) had first stayed during his hijrah and 
where he had built a masjid. They chose the same 
place to lay the foundation of another 'masjid.' Ibn 
Ishaq and others have also reported the names of 
these hypocrites. Then, to keep Muslims under 
deception, the hypocrites made a plan that they 
would have the Holy Prophet lead a Salah in 

congregation at their so-called masjid so that all 
Muslims are convinced that this new place was also a 
masjid very much like the one built there earlier. 

A delegation from them came to the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) they pleaded that the existing Masjid of Quba' 
was far away. It was difficult for old and sick people to 
reach there. Moreover, they argued, the Masjid of 
Quba' itself was not spacious enough to 
accommodate all residents of the locality. Therefore, 
they claimed, they had founded another masjid for 
that purpose so that older Muslims may benefit by it. 

Finally, (releasing their punch line) they said, 'please 
lead a Salah in this 'masjid' so that it stands blessed!' 
That was a time when the Holy Prophet (;£$&) was 
getting ready for the battle of Tabuk. He told them that 
he would be unable to do that as he was about to 


300 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Doubtful Heart 

leave the city but he promised that he would pray 
there when he returned. 

However, on his return from the battle of Tabuk, when 
he camped at a place close to Madinah, the verses 
cited above were revealed to him, which had exposed 
the conspiracy of these hypocrites. After the revelation 
of these verses, the Holy Prophet (;£$&) ordered some 
of his Companions, 'Amir ibn Sakan (RA), Wahshi (RA), 
the killer of Hamzah and others, to go, demolish and 
burn the structure (of the ill-intentioned 'masjid'). So 
these gentlemen took off, carried out the orders and 
the structure was levelled flat on the ground. (This 
event has been abridged from narratives reported in 
Tafseer al-Qurtubi and Mazhari.) 

Quoting Muhammad ibn Yusuf Salihi, Tafseer Mazhari 
also reports that the site of Masjid Dirar was still lying 
vacant at the time the Holy Prophet (X$&) had 
reached and settled in Madinah. When he allowed 
'Asim ibn 'Adiyy to build his house on that site, he 
submitted, Ya rasulAllah, I do not like to build a house 
on a cursed site about which these verses of the Qur'an 
have been revealed. Nevertheless, Thabit ibn Aqram is 
really in need of a house for he has none. Please allow 
him to make a house here.' So, going along with his 
suggestion, he gave this plot of land to Thabit ibn 
Aqram. But, as fate would have it, since the time 
Sayyidna Thabit (RA) came to live in the house he 
made there, he either had no child or if he did, the 
child did not live. 

Historians have added that this place was cursed not 
only for human beings but also for domestic birds and 
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animals that could not survive with their normal way of 
living. Thus, after that time, this place lies desolate at 
some distance from fhe well-known Masjid Quba'. 

After having gone through the details of the event, let 
us now turn to the text of the cited verses. It was said in 
the first verse (107): (And [there are] those who have 
built a mosque) to bring harm upon Muslims. 

This verse points out to three motives behind the 
making of this ‘masjid’: 

1. The first one is ( diraran : to cause harm to Muslims). 
The words: dirar' and darar' are both used in the Arabic 
language to carry the sense of causing harm. As for 
difference between the two, it has been said that 
’darar' is a harm that brings gain for the person harming 
but causes loss for the harmed. And 'dirzar' is the 
inflicting of a loss upon other people while it brings just 
no gain for the person inflicting it. Since, this was going 
to be the fate of this 'masjid' - which its founders gain 
nothing out of it - therefore, the word 'dirar' was used 
here. 

2. The second motive reads: (to cause dissention 
among the believers). It means that, by setting up this 
'masjid', they looked forward to creating a division 
among the community of Muslims. They hoped to 
wean out a group that would be offering Salah in their 
masjid as a sort of separate entity. Then, it may have 
also resulted in reducing the number of Muslims going 
for their prayers to the old Masjid Quba. 

3. The third motive was spelt out as: to provide a 

sanctuary to enemies of Allah and His Messenger (;£$&) 
and a forum to conspire against Muslims. 
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This presentation as a whole proves that the 'masjid' 
which was declared to be a 'harmful mosque' (Masjid 
Dirar ) by the Holy Qur'an, and which was demolished 
and burnt down under the orders of the Holy Prophet 
(A&) was no masjid in the real sense. Nor was it 
intended to be a place where people could pray. The 
three objectives behind it have been mentioned 
immediately above. From here, we learn the rules that 
should be followed in our time. Today may be some 
Muslims were to make a masjid close to and in 
competition of another Masjid, while their purpose is 
nothing but the same mutual discord, the same old 
effort to split up the congregation of the first masjid, or 
any other evil interest of this nature. If so, the maker of 
such a masjid will deserve no reward from Allah. 
Rather, he would be a sinner because of having 
created dissention between Muslims - but, despite all 
this, that place shall be called a masjid in terms of 
Islamic law, and the etiquette and rules relating to 
mosques shall apply to it. Demolishing it or putting it on 
fire shall not be permissible. And the Salah of those who 
pray in it will be valid - though, doing so shall continue 
to be a sin in itself. 

From here, we also learn about another rule relevant in 
contemporary setting. A Muslim makes a masjid in that 
manner, either to show off or to take an opposing 
stance out of obstinacy and enmity. The maker will, 
though, not get the reward of making a masjid, 
instead, will incur a sin, yet it will not be what Masjid 
Dirar is in the terminology of the Holy Qur'an, that is, it 
will not be called by that name. 
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When some people notice a masjid like that, they 
would say that it was Masjid Dirar. This is not correct. 
However, one could say that it was like Masjid Dirar. 
Therefore, its building can also be stayed - as done by 
Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) through a court order where he 
had instructed that another masjid should not be made 
close to the one already there lest the congregation 
and flourish of the first masjid is affected adversely. 
(Tafseer Kashshaf) 

About this Masjid Dirar, the Holy Prophet has 

been given the order: 'Do not ever stand there (in 
prayer) - 108.' The word 'qiyam' in the text denotes 
standing for prayer. The sense is that the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) should never go in to offer his prayers in a 
mosque by that name. 

Ruling: 

What it tells us is: If, even today, a new masjid is made 
adjacent to the one already there unnecessarily, just to 
show off or to take an opposing stance out of 
obstinacy and enmity, the better choice is not to offer 
prayers therein - though, Salah remains valid. 

In the same verse (log), the Holy Prophet (Afe) has also 
been told that it is correct for him to pray in the 
particular masjid the foundation of which has been laid 
on Taqwa (the fear of Allah) from day one. Then, the 
people who offer their Salah in it love to observe full 
precaution in remaining cleansed and pure (of all 
physical and spiritual impurities) - for Allah too likes such 
meticulous observers of self-purity. 
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The context of the verse shows what is being referred to 
here is Masjid Quba' where the Holy Prophet (X*&) 
used to say his prayers at that time. Some Hadith 
narratives also support this view. (As reported by Ibn 
Marduwayh from Ibn 'Abbas (RA), by 'hr ibn Shaibah 
from Sahl al-Ansari and by Ibn Khuzaimah in his Sahih 
from 'Uwaimir ibn Saidah - (with reference to Mazhari) 

As for the reports, which say that it refers to the 
prophet's (Afe) Mosque, they do not contradict it. The 
reason is that the Holy Prophet (;£$&) with his blessed 
hands laid the foundation of the Mosque of the 
Prophet in accordance with a revealed command. It is 
understood that its foundation rests on Taqwa, that is, 
on purity, piety and fear of Allah. And who else could 
be more purified than the noble messenger of Allah 
(Afc)? Therefore, that too is a masjid founded on 
taqwa. (As reported by Tirmidhi on sound authority 
from Sayyidna Abu Sa’id al- Khudri (RA) with the chain 
of narrators ascending to the Holy Prophet (X$&) from 
Qurtubi) 

It was said: (In it, there are people who like to observe 
purity). In this verse, the Masjid declared worthier for the 
prayers of the Holy Prophet (;£!$&) is the one the 
foundation of which was laid on Taqwa from day one. 
Thus, both Masjid Quba' and the Mosque of the 
Prophet (X$&) are included in the sense of the verse. 
Also pointed to in this verse there is yet another merit of 
this masjid - that those who prayed in this masjid were a 
kind of people who did their best to remain cleansed 
and pure. The word for purity used in the text is 
Taharah. The sense of Taharah at this place includes 
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purity from common filth and impurities, as well as purity 
from sins and bad morals. Those who offered their 
prayers in Masjid Quba' and the Prophet's Mosque 
were generally equipped with all these virtues. 

Special Note 

From here, we also come to know that the merit or 
superiority of a masjid really depends on the fact that it 
should have been made with absolute sincerity for the 
sake of Allah. And to put it conversely, there should not 
be any trace of duplicity, any motive to earn name, 
fame and recognition, or any other false and 
corrupting interest involved in its making. Then, we also 
learn that the quality of those who pray in a masjid is 
significant. If they are good, righteous and 
knowledgeable about their religion ('Alim) and are 
devoted to the worship of Allah ('Abid), the superiority 
of the masjid increases. Offering prayers in a masjid 
frequented by such Allah-tearing people is more merit 
worthy. 

Masjid Dirir (the harmful mosque) made by the 
hypocrites has been condemned as it has to be when 
compared with a masjid that is blessed. This has been 
accomplished using a similitude. The surface of the 
land on which they were laying the foundation of their 
'masjid' has been likened to a landmass that has been 
corroded on the inside by flowing water. The topsoil 
looks solid and smooth. Now, if someone starts building 
there, it is obvious that the whole thing would collapse 
instantly. 

Similarly, the foundation of this Masjid Dirar was 
inherently unstable. The result was that it collapsed and 
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went right into the fire of Jahannam. The expression 
'collapsed into the fire of Jahannam' could be 
figurative in its sense - in that it smoothed out the way 
of Jahannam for its makers. Some others have taken it 
in the real sense - in that the masjid, when made to 
collapse, went into the Jahannam. Allah knows best. 

Then, it was said that this building would always keep 
increasing the doubt and hypocrisy in their hearts 
unless their hearts are shredded into pieces. The sense 
is that their doubt, hypocrisy, envy and chagrin would 
go on increasing right to the end of their life. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




( Al-Hajj -22:11) 01 


And among men there is one who worships Allah 
(standing) on the verge: so if some good thing 
happens to him, he is satisfied with it, and if a trial 
befalls him, he turns his face back. He loses both this 
world and the Hereafter. That is the manifest loss. 


And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it 
were upon the edge: if good befalls him, he is content 
therewith; but if a Fitnah strikes him, he turns back on his 
face. He loses both this world and the Hereafter. That is 
the evident loss. 
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The meaning of worshipping Allah as it were upon the 
edge 

Allah says: And among mankind is he who worships 
Allah as it were upon the edge: if good befalls him, he 
is content therewith; 

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: (upon the edge), 
means, in doubt. 

Others said that; it meant on the edge, such as on the 
edge or side of a mountain, i.e., (this person) enters 
Islam on the edge, and if he finds what he likes he will 
continue, otherwise he will leave. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abbas (RA) said (And 
among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were 
upon the edge). 

"People would come to Al-Madinah (to declare their 
Islam) and if their wives gave birth to sons and their 
mares gave birth to foals, they would say, 'This is a 
good religion,' but if their wives and their mares did not 
give birth, they would say, 'This is a bad religion.'" 

AI-'Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"One of them would come to Al-Madinah, which was 
a land that was infected with a contagious disease. If 
he remained healthy there, and his mare foaled and 
his wife gave birth to a boy, he would be content, and 
would say, 'I have not experienced anything but well 
since I started to follow this religion." 

but if a Fitnah strikes him, 

Fitnoh here means affliction, 

i.e., if the disease of Al-Madinah befalls him, and his 
wife gives birth to a babe girl and charity is delayed in 
coming to him, the Satan comes to him and says: "By 
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Allah, since you started to follow this religion of yours, 
you have experienced nothing but bad things," and 
this is the Fitnoh. 

This was also mentioned by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn 
Jurayj and others among the Solof. when explaining 
this Ayyat. 

“he turns back on his face”. 

Mujahid said, concerning the Ayyat: "(This means), he 

becomes an apostate and a disbeliever." 

“He loses both this world and the Hereafter”, 
means, he does not gain anything in this world. As for 
the Hereafter, he has disbelieved in Allah the Almighty, 
so he will be utterly doomed and humiliated. 

So Allah says: That is the evident loss, 
i.e., the greatest loss and the losing deal. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 22 : 11 ] 

And among mankind there are those who worship 
Allah on a knife-edge: that is, with uncertainty in his 
worship — such [a person] has been likened the [knife-] 
edge of a mountain in his precariousness — if good 
[fortune] befalls him, [so that he enjoys] health and 
security with respect to his own self and his property, he 
is reassured by it. But if an ordeal befalls him, a trial or ill- 
health with regard to himself or his property, he makes 
a turnabout, that is, he reverts to disbelief, losing both 
this world, when what he had hoped for in it has 
eluded him, and the Hereafter, by [his] disbelief. That is 
the manifest loss. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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And among men there is one who worships Allah 
(standing) on the verge: so if some good thing 
happens to him, he is satisfied with it, and if a trial 
befalls upon him, he turns his face back. He loses both 
this world and the Hereafter. That is the loss, which is so 
obvious. [1 1] 

(And among men there is one who worships Allah 
(standing) on the verge - 22:11.) Bukhari and Ibn Abi 
Hatim have related from Sayyidna Ibn 'Abbas (RA) that 
when the Holy Prophet [X*&] migrated to Madinah, 
people flocked to him and accepted the new religion. 
But there were some among them whose conversion to 
Islam was far from being genuine, and whose sole 
motive for their action was to seek self-advancement, 
and they lacked conviction. If, after becoming Muslims, 
favourable circumstances resulted in an increase in 
their prosperity and their children, they thought Islam 
was a very good religion, but they were equally ready 
to condemn it if things went against their personal 
interests. This verse was revealed to describe such 
people who were mere opportunists and were easily 
swayed either way depending on where their selfish 
interests lay. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Doubtful Heart 
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( AlAhzab -33:1 0 ) CDO 


(Recall) when they came upon you from above you 
and from below you, and when the eyes were 
distracted, and the hearts reached the throats, and 
you were thinking about Allah all sorts of thoughts. 

When they came upon you from above you and from 
below you, and when the eyes grew wild and the 
hearts reached to the throats, and you were harboring 
doubts about Allah. 

The Campaign of the Confederates (Al-Ahzab) 

Allah tells us of the blessings and favors He bestowed 
upon His believing servants when He diverted their 
enemies and defeated them in the year when they 
gathered together and plotted. That was the year of 
Al-Khandaq, in Shawwal of the year 5 AH according to 
the well-known correct view. Musa bin Uqbah and 
others said that it was in the year 4 AH. 

The reason why the Confederates came was that a 
group of the leaders of the Jews of Banu Nadir, whom 
the Messenger of Allah had expelled from Al- 

Madinah to Khyber, including Sallam bin Abu 
AIHuqayq, Sallam bin Mishkam and Kinanah bin Ar- 
Rabi, went to Makkah where they met with the leaders 
of Quraysh and incited them to make war against the 
Prophet 
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They promised that they would give those help and 
support, and Quraysh agreed to that. Then they went 
to the Ghatafan tribe with the same call, and they 
responded too. The Quraysh came out with 12 their 
company of men from various tribes and their followers, 
under the leadership of Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb. The 
Ghatafan were led by Uyaynah bin Hisn bin Badr. In all 
they numbered nearly ten thousand. When the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) heard that they had set out, 
he commanded the Muslims to dig a ditch (Khandaq) 
around Al-Madinah from the east. This was on the 
advice of Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with 
him. 

So the Muslims did this, working hard, and the 
Messenger of Allah worked with them, carrying 

earth away and digging, in the process of which there 
occurred many miracles and clear signs. 

The idolaters came and made camp to the north of Al- 
Madinah, near Uhud, and some of them camped on 
the high ground overlooking Al-Madinah, as Allah says: 
(When they came upon you from above you and from 
below you). 

The Messenger of Allah (X*&) came out with the 
believers, who numbered nearly three thousand, or it 
was said that they numbered seven hundred. They had 
their backs towards (the mountain of) Sal' and were 
facing the enemy, and the ditch, in which there was no 
water, was between the two groups, preventing the 
cavalry and infantry from reaching them. The women 
and children were in the strongholds of Al-Madinah. 
Banu Qurayzah, who was a group among the Jews, 
had a fortress in the south-east of Al-Madinah, and they 
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had made a treaty with the Prophet (;£$&) and were 
under his protection. They numbered nearly eight 
hundred fighters. Huyay bin Akhtab An-Nadari went to 
them and kept trying to persuade them until they broke 
the treaty and went over to the side of the 
Confederates against the Messenger of Allah (;£$&). 
The crisis deepened and things got worse, as Allah says: 
(There, the believers were tried and shaken with a 
mighty shaking). (33:11) 

They besieged the Prophet (Afe) and his Companions 
(RA) for almost a month, but they did not reach them 
and there was no fighting between them, except for 
when 'Amr bin Abd Wadd Al-Amiri, who was one of 
the most famous and bravest horsemen of the 
Jahiliyyah, came with some other horsemen, and 
crossed the ditch to the Muslim side. 

The Messenger of Allah (X$&) called for the Muslim 
cavalry, and it was said that no one came forward. 
Then he called Ali (RA), may Allah be pleased with him, 
who came forward and they fought in single combat 
until Ali (RA), may Allah be pleased with him, killed him, 
and this was a sign of imminent victory. 

Then Allah sent an intensely cold wind with strong gusts 
against the Confederates, and they were left with no 
tents or anything else; they could not light any fires or 
do anything, and so they departed, disappointed and 
defeated, as Allah says: 

O you who believe! Remember Allah's favor to you, 
when there came against you hosts, and We sent 
against them a wind and forces. Mujahid said: "This was 
the easterly wind." 
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This view is supported by another Hadith: 

I was given victory by the easterly wind, and 'Ad were 
destroyed by the westerly wind, 
and forces that you saw not. 

This refers to the angels who shook them and cast fear 
and terror into their hearts. 

The chief of each tribe said, "O Banu so-and-so, to me!" 
So they gathered around him, and he said, "Let us save 
ourselves," when Allah cast fear and terror into their 
hearts. 

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Ibrahim At-Taymi said 
that his father said: 

"We were with Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman , may Allah be 
pleased with him, and a man said to him: 'If I had met 
the Messenger of Allah I would have fought 

alongside him and I would have striven my utmost.’ 
Hudhayfah said to him: 'Would you really have done 
that? 

I was present with the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) during 
(the campaign) against the Confederates on a very 
cold and windy night, and the Messenger of Allah 
(Afe) said: (Is there any man who will bring me news of 
the people; He will be with me on the Day of 
Resurrection). 

None of us answered him, and he repeated it a 
second and a third time. Then he said (O Hudhayfah 
(RA), get up and bring us news of the people). When 
he called me by name, I had no choice but to get up. 
He said, Bring us) news of the people, but do not alarm 
them). 

So I went, walking as if I were walking among pigeons, 
until I came to them. I saw Abu Sufyan warming his 
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back by the fire, and I put an arrow in my bow, 
wanting to shoot it at him, then I remembered what the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said (Do not alarm them). 

If I shot the arrow, I would have hit him. So I came 
back, again walking as if I was walking among 
pigeons, and I came to the Messenger of Allah (;£$&). 
After my returning I began to feel very cold. I told the 
Messenger of Allah and he gave me to wear a 

spare cloak of his which he used to pray in. I slept until 
morning came, and when morning came, the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, (Get up, O sleepy 
one!)'" " 

And Allah says. 

And Allah is Ever All-Seer of what you do. 

Then Allah says, 

When they came upon you from above you, 

Refers to the Confederates, 
and from below you. 

We have already noted the report from Abu- 
Hudhayfah (RA) that these were Banu Qurayzah. 
and when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached 
to the throats, 

means, from intense fear and terror. 

and you were harboring doubts about Allah. 

Ibn Jarir said: 

"Some of those who were with the Messenger of 
Allah (X$&) , had doubts and thought that the outcome 
would be against the believers, and that Allah would 
allow that to happen." 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said concerning the Ayyat 
(when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to 
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the throats, and you were harboring doubts about 
Allah), 

"The believers had all kinds of doubts, and hypocrisy 
emerged to such an extent that Mu'attib bin Qushayr, 
the brother of Banu 'Amr bin 'Awf said: 'Muhammad 
( Afe) was promising us that we would win the treasure 
of Chosroes and Caesar, but one of us cannot even go 
and relieve himself.'" 

Al-Hasan said concerning the Ayyat: (and you were 
harboring doubts about Allah), 

"There were different kinds of thoughts; the hypocrites 
thought that Muhammad (Afe) and his Companions 
RA) would be eliminated, while the believers were 
certain that what Allah and His Messenger (Afe) 
promised was true, and that He would cause the 
religion to prevail even if the idolaters hated it." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Sa'id, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said: 

"On the day of Al-Khandaq, we said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah (A&) - is there anything we should say, for our 
hearts have reached our throats.' 

He said: Yes, soy: O Allah, cover our weak points and 
calm our fears. 

Then (Allah) struck the faces of the enemy with the 
wind, and defeated them with the wind. 

This was also recorded by Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (ra) 
from Abu 'Amir AI-'Aqadi. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[ 33 : 10 ] 

When they came at you from above you and from 
below you. In other words, from the higher side of the 
valley and from its lower side, from the east and from 
the west, and when the eyes turned away [in fear], 
from everything, to [gaze at] their enemies 
[approaching] from every side, and the hearts leapt to 
the throats (hanajir, the plural of hunjura. Which lies at 
the bottom of the gullet) out of intense fear, while you 
entertained all sorts of, different, thoughts concerning 
Allah, [some] of assistance, some of despair; 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


O those who believe,'" remember Allah's favour to you, 
when the forces (of the infidels) came upon you, and 
We sent upon them a wind, and the forces (of angels) 
you did not see. And Allah is watchful of what you do. 
(Recall) when they came upon you from above you 
and from below you, and when the eyes were 
distracted and the hearts reached the throats, and you 
were thinking about Allah all sorts of thoughts. At that 
occasion, the believers were put to a trial and were 
shaken with a violent convulsion. And (remember) 
when the hypocrites and those having malady in their 
hearts were saying, "Allah and His messenger (;£$&) did 
not promise us but deceitfully. 

Identified in the previous verses was the great station of 
the Holy prophet along with the instruction to 
Muslims that they should follow and obey him totally 
and perfectly. Congruent to this, these two full of the 
Qur'an have been revealed about the event of the 
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battle of al-Ahzab. Mentioned therein is the 
simultaneous attack of the combined forces of many 
groups of disbelievers and polytheists, their threatening 
encirclement, the subsequent blessings bestowed on 
Muslims by Allah Taala and the several miracles that 
issued forth at the hands of the Holy Prophet A&. Then, 

very much as a corollary to this, there are many 
instructions and injunctions relating to different 
departments of life. It is because of these very priceless 
instructions that great commentators have written 
about the details of the event of Ahzab with 
considered details at this place, particularly al-Qurtubi, 
Mazhari and others. Therefore, some details of the 
event of Ahzab along with the instructions are being 
written here. Most of it has been taken from al-Qurtubi 
and Mazhari that which has been taken from some 
other book carries the necessary reference. 

THE EVENT OF THE BATTLE OF AL-AHZAB 

The word: (ol-ohzob) is the plural form of (hizb) which 
means party or group. In this battle, the combined 
forces of different groups of disbelievers had under a 
pact to eliminate Muslims, mounted an attack on 
Madinah. Therefore, this battle has been named as the 
battle of al-Ahzab. And since, in this battle, a trench 
was also dug under the orders of the Holy Prophet 
(A&) across the line of enemy attack, therefore, this 
battle is also called the battle of the Trench (Khandaq). 
The battle of Banu Qurayzah too - which took place 
immediately after the battle of al-Ahzab and finds 
mention in the cited verses as well - that too, was 
actually a part of the battle of Ahzab, as it would 
appear through the details of this event. 
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In the year only next to the year the Holy Prophet (;&&) 
graced Madinah after migrating from Makkah al- 
Mukarramah, the event of the battle of Badr came to 
pass. In the third year, came the battle of Uhud. In the 
fourth year, it was this battle of al-Ahzab. Some 
narrations say that this event happened in the fifth 
year. Nevertheless, the attacks of the disbelievers 
against Muslims had been continuing since the hijrah 
up to this time without any break. The attack on the 
occasion of the battle of al-Ahzab was made with full 
power, determination and mutual pledge. 

Therefore, this battle was the severest on the Holy 
Prophet and the noble Sahaba (RA) as compared 
with other battles - because, the count of the attacking 
confederate forces of the disbelievers has been given 
as twelve to fifteen thousand. On the other side, there 
were Muslims, three thousand in all, and those too very 
ill equipped. Then, the time was hard winter. The 
Qur’an describes the horrible severity of this event by 
saying things like (the eyes were distracted - 33:10), 
(and hearts reached the throats - 33:10) and (they 
were shaken with a violent convulsion - 33:1 1 ). 

But, the way this time was the hardest on Muslims, they 
were also compensated at its best by Allah Taala. It 
was with His help and support that the matter ended in 
favour of Muslims in the form of such a great success 
and victory that broke the back of all hostile groups of 
Mushriks, Jews and Hypocrites leaving them just about 
incapable of even thinking of some attack against 
Muslims in the future. From that angle, this battle was 
the last armed confrontation between Kufr and Islam - 
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fought on the plains of al-Madinah al-Munawwarah in 
the fourth or fifth year of hijroh. 

The event began when about twenty men from the 
Jewish tribe of Banu Nadir and the tribe of Abu Wa'il 

who were morbidly hostile to the Holy Prophet and 
Muslims at large reached Makkah al-Mukarramah. 

They met with Quraysh chiefs and roused them to start 
a war against Muslims. The Quraysh chiefs were under 
the impression that the way Muslims took their idol- 
worship to be Kufr (disbelief, infidelity) and for which 
reason they regarded their religion as ill founded, the 
Jews too would be no different and their thinking would 
be similar to it. If so, how could they hope for a 
common ground of unity from them? Therefore, these 
chiefs asked the Jews, "You people know that there is 
difference of religion and creed between us and 

Muhammad And you are the people of the Book 
and the people of learning. First of all, you tell us as to 
which religion is better in your sight, ours or theirs?" 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Neglected Heart 


1 1 .0 - Neglected Heart 

(Gha’fil Dil) 

Allah mentioned about neglected hearts in Surah 
Al Anbia and Surah Al Momin. 




( Al Anbia - 21 :3) O yk*i}\ £)p 

Their hearts paying no heed. And the wrongdoers 
whisper in secret, this one is nothing but a mortal like 
you. Would you then go along with sorcery while you 
can see (the reality)? 




Ibne Kathir (ra) has written in his Tafseer about this 
Ayyat: 

With their hearts occupied. Those who do wrong, 
conceal their private counsels, (saying): "Is this more 
than a human being like you! Will you submit to magic 
while you see it!" 


The Hour is at hand but People are heedless 

Allah says: Draws near for mankind their reckoning, 
while they turn away in heedlessness. 

This is a warning from Allah of the approach of the 
Hour, and that people are heedless of it, i.e., they are 
not working for it or preparing for it. 

An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Sa'id (RA) reported from 
the Prophet (Af£): (while they turn away in 

heedlessness), he said, (in this world). 
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Allah says: The Event ordained by Allah will come to 
pass, so seek not to hasten it. (16:1) 

The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder. And if they see a sign, they turn away. (54:1-2) 
Then Allah states that they do not listen to the 
revelation (Wahy) that He sends down to His Messenger 
(;£!$&)/ which is addressed to the Quraysh and all 
disbelievers like them. 

Comes not unto them an admonition from their Lord as 
a recent revelation, 

meaning, newly-revealed, but they listen to it while 
they play. With their hearts occupied. 

This is like what Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"Why do you ask the People of the Book about what 
they have, which has been altered and distorted, and 
they have added things and taken things away, when 
your Book is the most recently revealed from Allah, and 
you read it pure and unadulterated" 

Al-Bukhari recorded something similar to this. 

Those who do wrong, conceal their private counsels, 
meaning, what they say to one another in secret. 

Is this more than a human being like you! 
meaning, the Messenger of Allah (X$&). They did not 
believe that he could be a Prophet because he was a 
human being like them, so how could he have been 
singled out to receive revelation, and not them! 

They said: Will you submit to magic while you see it! 
meaning, will you follow him and be like one who 
submits to magic when he knows that it is magic! 

Allah said in response to their fabrications and lies: 
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He said: "My Lord knows what is said in the heavens 
and on earth..." 

Nothing at all is hidden from the One Who knows that, 
and He is the One Who reveals this Qur'an which 
contains news of the earliest and last generations. No 
one can produce the like of this except the One Who 
knows all the secrets of the heavens and the earth. 

And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 
means, He hears all that they say and He knows all their 
circumstances. This is a warning and a threat to them. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 21 : 3 ] 

with their hearts preoccupied, heedless of its meanings. 
And they are secret in [their] conference, [their] 
speech, [they] the evildoers (ollodhTno zalamu, a 
substitution for the [third person plural indicator] wdw of 
wo-osarru’l-nojwd, ‘and they are secret in 
conference’) ‘Is this, namely, Muhammad (X$&), other 
than a [mortal] human being like yourselves?, and so 
what he produces is [mere] sorcery. Will you then take 
[to] sorcery, [will] you [succumb and] follow it, even 
though you are able to see?’, [even though] you know 
that it is sorcery? 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Their hearts paying no heed. And the wrongdoers 
whisper in secret, "This one is nothing but a human like 
you. Would you then go along with the sorcery while 
you have eyes to see?" 

(No new message comes to them from their Lord, but 
they listen to it in a state of playing, their hearts paying 
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no heed. 21:2,3) This verse describes the state of those 
who disregard the punishment in the grave and in the 
Hereafter and do not prepare themselves to counter it 
with good deeds. The verse further describes their 
practice of making light of new Quranic verses when 
they are recited before them. They are very oblivious of 
the fear of Allah and the Hereafter. The verse can be 
explained in two other ways. One, that they keep 
themselves engaged in their own amusement and take 
no notice of Quranic verses when they are recited 
before them and two, that they ridicule the Quranic 
verses themselves. 

(Would you then go along with sorcery while you have 
eyes to see? - 21:3) Those people used to discuss 
among themselves secretly that the claim of the Holy 
Prophet (A&) about his prophet hood should not be 
accepted, because he was an ordinary human being 
like all others and not an angel. On the other hand, not 
even the most rigid among the unbelievers could deny 
the supreme charm and eloquence of neither the Book 
of Allah nor its power to influence people when it was 
recited before them. Therefore, in order to turn people 
away from the Holy Book they started calling it magic 
and black art. They thought that they could keep 
people away from Islam by labelling the Qur'an as a 
book of magic thereby dissuading people from going 
to the Holy Prophet (X$&) and listening to Qur'an. 
Probably they used to discuss this subject secretly 
between himself and herself lest the Muslims come to 
know about their foolish views and unveil their fallacy. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Neglected Heart 


**&&&£& - 11.2 
( Al-Mo'minun -23:63) (SS^jJ^lgJ 


But their hearts are in ignorance about this, and they 
have deeds, other than that, which they are 
continuously doing. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) says: 

Nay, but their hearts are covered from this, and they 
have other deeds, besides which they are doing. 


The Justice of Allah and the Frivolity of the Idolaters 

Allah tells; And We task not any person except 
according to his capacity, 

Allah tells us of His justice towards His servants in this 
world, in that He does not task any person except 
according to his capacity, i.e., He does not burden any 
soul with more than it can bear. On the Day of 
Resurrection He will call them to account for their 
deeds, which He has recorded in a written Book from 
which nothing is omitted. 


He says: 

and with Us is a Record which speaks the truth, 
meaning, the Book of deeds 
and they will not be wronged. 

means, nothing will be omitted from their record of 
good deeds. As for evil deeds, He will forgive and 
overlook many of them in the case of His believing 
servants. 

Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers and 
idolaters of the Quraysh: 

Nay, but their hearts are covered, 
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meaning because of negligence and misguidance, 
from this. 

means, the Qur'an which Allah revealed to His 
Messenger (;£$&). 

and they have other deeds, besides which they are 
doing. 

Al-Hakam bin Aban narrated from Ikrimah, from Ibn 
Abbas (RA) that; (and they have other deeds), 
means, evil deeds apart from that, i.e., Shirk, 

(Which they are doing) means, which they will 
inevitably do. This was also narrated from Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan and others. 

Others said that this phrase (And they have other 

deeds, besides which they are doing), 

means: It was decreed that they would do evil deeds, 

and they will inevitably do them before they die, so 

that the word of punishment may be justified against 

them. 

A similar view was narrated from Muqatil bin Hayyan, 
As-Suddi and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 

This is a clear and appropriate meaning. We have 
already quoted from the Hadith of Ibn Mas'ud (RA): 

By Him besides Whom there is no other Allah, a man 
may do the deeds of the people of Paradise until there 
is no more than a forearm's length between him and it, 
then the decree will overtake him and he will do the 
deeds of the people of Hell, then he will enter Hell... 

Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious 
life with punishment; behold, they make humble 
invocation with a loud voice. 
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means, when the punishment and vengeance of Allah 
comes to those who are living a happy life of luxury in 
this world and overtakes them, (behold, they make 
humble invocation with a loud voice), 
means, they scream their calls for help. 

This is like the Ayyat: 

And leave Me Alone (to deal) with the beliers, those 
who are in possession of good things of life. And give 
them respite for a little while. Verily, with Us are fetters, 
and a raging Fire. (73:1 1-12) 

How many a generation have We destroyed before 
them! And they cried out when there was no longer 
time for escape. (38:3) 

Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be 
helped by Us. 

means, no one is going to save you from what has 
happened to you, whether you scream aloud or 
remain silent. There is no escape and no way out. It is 
inevitable: the punishment will surely come to you. 

Then Allah mentions the greatest of their sins: 

Indeed My Ayyat used to be recited to you, but you 
used to turn back on your heels. 

meaning, when you were called, you refused and 
resisted. 

"This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, you 
disbelieved, but when partners were joined to Him, you 
believed! So the judgment is only with Allah, 
the Most High, the Most Great!" (40: 1 2) 

In pride, talking evil about it by night. 

Refers to the arrogant pride which the Quraysh felt 
because they believed themselves to be the guardians 
of the Ka'bah, when in fact this was not the case. 
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Neglected Heart 


As An-Nasa'i said in his Tafseer of this Ayyat in his Sunan: 
Ahmad bin Sulayman told us that Ubaydullah told us 
from Isra'il, from Abdul-A'la that he heard Sa'id bin 
Jubayr (RA) narrating that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"Talking by late night became disapproved of when 
this Ayyat was revealed: 

In pride, talking evil about it by night. 

He said, "They boasted about the Ka'bah and said, 
'We are its people who stay up talking at night.' 

They used to boast and stay up and talk at night 
around the Ka'bah. They did not use it for the proper 
purpose, and so in effect they had abandoned it." 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 23 : 63 ] 

Nay, but their hearts, that is, [the hearts of] the 
disbelievers, are in ignorance of this, Qur’an, and they 
have other deeds which they will perpetrate besides, 
the ones mentioned, against the believers, and they 
will therefore be chastised for them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


But their hearts are in ignorance about this, and they 
have deeds, other than that, which they are 
continuously doing. 


(But their hearts are in ignorance) Lexically "(Ghomro)" 
means deep water where a person may drown or be 
overwhelmed. For this reason, the word is also used to 
signify a covering or something that conceals an 
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object. In this verse, the word means the ignorance in 
which the hearts of the infidels are submerged and 
hidden so that no light can reach them. 

And they have deeds, other than that - 23:63 
It means that in addition to their rejection of the 
Oneness of Allah, and their denial of the true faith, they 
engage themselves in other sinful deeds. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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12.0 - Sinner Heart 
(Ghunah Aalood Dil) 


About the sinner hearts, Allah talked in Surah Al Hij'r and 
Surah Al Shuraa in the Quran. 


AlHijr -15:12) lf_ 12.1 


Likewise, We make it (i.e. disbelief) enter into the hearts 
of the sinners. 

Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty. 

The Idolaters of Every Nation made a Mockery of their 
Messengers 

Allah says, Indeed, We sent (Messengers) before you 
(O Muhammad A^) amongst the earlier communities. 
And there never came a Messenger to them but that 
they mocked him. 

Consoling His Messenger (X$&) for the rejection of the 
disbelieving Quraysh, Allah says that He has sent 
Messengers before him to the nations of the past, and 
no Messenger came to a nation but they rejected him 
and mocked him. 

Then He tells him that He lets disbelief enter the hearts 
of those sinners who are too stubborn and too arrogant 
to follow His guidance. 

Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty. 

Anas and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this referred to 
Shirk. 
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They would not believe in it (the Qur'an); 

and already the example of the ancients has gone 

forth. 

meaning the destruction wrought by Allah on those 
who rejected His Messengers, and how He saved His 
Prophets (;£$&) and their followers in this world and in 
the Hereafter, is well known. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[15:12] 

Thus We cause it to find its way, in other words, in the 
same way that We have caused denial to enter the 
hearts of those [individuals]. We cause it to enter, into 
the hearts of the sinners, that is, the disbelievers of 
Makkah. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And no messenger came to them but they used to 
mock at him. This is how We make it enter into the 
hearts of the sinners, (whereby) they do not believe in it 
(the Quran). And this has been the way of earlier 
people. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( Ash Shuraa -26 :200 ) 




-1 2.2 


This is how We have made it pass through the hearts of 
the sinners. 
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Thus have We caused it to enter the hearts of the 
criminals. 

'thus We caused denial, disbelief, rejection and 
stubbornness to enter the hearts of the sinners.’ 

They will not believe in it until they see the painful 
torment. 

means, when their excuses will be of no avail, and the 
curse will be upon them, and theirs will be an evil 
abode. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 26 : 200 ] 

So, in the same way in which We would have caused 
denial of it to penetrate [the hearts of disbelievers] had 
it been recited by a non-Arab, We have caused, 
denial of, it to penetrate the hearts of the criminals, the 
Makkaian disbelievers, when Muhammad (Afe) recites 
it. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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13.0 - Rusted Heart 

(Zang Aalood Dil) 


In Surah Al Mutafifeen Allah Taala discussed about 
rusted hearts. 




13.1 


( At Mutaffifccn - 83 : 1 4 ) 

No! But that which they used to commit has covered 
their hearts with rust. 


Nay! But on their hearts is the Ron (covering) which 
they used to earn. 

meaning, the matter is not as they claim, nor as they 
say: "Verily, this Qur'an is tales of the ancients." Rather, it 
is the Word of Allah, His inspiration and His revelation to 
His Messenger (;&&). 

The only thing that blocked their hearts from believing 
in it is the dark covering cast over it from the many sins 
and wrong they committed that has covered up their 
hearts. Thus, Allah says, (Nay! But on their hearts is the 
Ran (covering) which they used to earn.) 

- This dark covering known as Rayn overcomes the 
hearts of the disbelievers, 

- the covering of Ghaym is for the righteous, and 

- the covering of Ghayn is for those who are near to 
Allah. 

Ibn Jarir, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nisa’i, and Ibn Majah all 
recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said. 
Verily, when the servant commits a sin, a black spot 
appears in his heart. If he repents from it, his heart is 
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polished clean. However, if he increases (in the sin) the 
spot will continue to increase. That is the statement of 
Allah: 

(Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which 
they used to earn.) 

At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 

The wording of An-Nasa'i says, 

Whenever the servant commits a wrong, a black spot is 
put in his heart. So, if he refrains from it, seeks 
forgiveness and repents, his heart is polished clean. But 
if he returns to the sin, the spot will increase until it 
overcomes his (entire) heart, and this is the Ran that 
Allah mentions when He says: 

(Nay, but on their hearts is the Ran (covering) which 
they used to earn.) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[83:14] 

No indeed! — A deterrent and a warning against 
saying such [things]. Rather there has slayed, engulfed, 
their hearts, covering them like rust that which they 
earned, of acts of disobedience. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


(No! But that which they used to commit has covered 
their hearts with rust ... 83:14). The word rana is derived 
from rain and it means 'rust', ‘dust’, or 'filth'. In other 
words, the rust of committing many sins has covered up 
their hearts. Just as rust consumes the iron, and turns it 
into dust, in the same way, the rust of sins has destroyed 
their innate capacity to distinguish right from wrong. 
Sayyidna Abu Hurayrah (RA) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (;£$&) said: 
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"Surely, when the servant commits a sin, a black dot 
appears on his heart. If he repents from it, his heart is 
polished clean. However, if he increases in the sin, the 
blackness continues to increase. That is the statement 
of Allah: No! But that which they used to commit has 
covered their hearts with rust. [83:14]'." [Baghawi, 
Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Nasai, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban and al- 
Hakim have recorded it, and Tirmidhi has rated it as 
sahih, as quoted by Mazhari. he particle K alia in Arabic 
grammar, is called harf-ur-rad' 'particle of disapproval, 
particle of repelling or averting'. In the preceding 
verses, mention was made of the attitude of the 
unbelievers towards the Quranic verses, in that when 
they are recited to them, they say, "(These are) tales of 
the ancients." [13]. 

The present verse uses kalla to repel the false idea of 
the ignoramus [that Qur'an is the tale of the ancients]. 
In fact, [the heavyl load of their sins has eclipsed the 
light and innate capacity to separate the right and the 
wrong. This capacity is innate and inborn in man. The 
verse purports to say that their rejection is not based on 
any logical or intellectual evidence, but their hearts 
have become blind, as a result, they are unable to see 
the good and the bad. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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14.0 - Indignant Heart 
(Maghzoob Dil) 


In Surah An-Nehl and Surah Al-Ahzab Allah Taala 
mentioned about the indignant hearts. 




( AnNehl -16:106 ) 

Whoever rejects his faith in Allah after having believed 
in Him — not the one who is compelled (to utter a word 
of disbelief) under duress while his heart is at peace 
with Faith, but the one who has laid his breast wide 
open for disbelief — upon such people is the wrath of 
Allah, and for them there is a heavy punishment. 


Regarding this Ayyat Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said in his 
Tafseer 


Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief - except 
one who was forced while his heart is at peace with 
the faith - but whoever opens their breasts to disbelief, 
on them is wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a terrible 
torment. 


Allah's Wrath against the Apostate, except for the One 
Who is forced into Disbelief 

Allah says: Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief - 
except one who was forced while his heart is at peace 
with the faith - but whoever opens their breasts to 
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disbelief, on them is wrath from Allah, and theirs will be 
a terrible torment. 

Allah tells that He is angry with them who willingly 
disbelieve in Him after clearly believing in Him, who 
open their hearts to disbelief finding peace in that, 
because they understood the faith yet they still turned 
away from it. 

That is because they preferred the life of this world over 
that of the Hereafter. And Allah does not guide the 
people who disbelieve. 

They will suffer severe punishment in the Hereafter, 
because they preferred this life to the Hereafter, and 
they left the faith for the sake of this world and Allah 
did not guide their hearts and help them to stand firm 
in the true religion. 

They are those upon whose hearts, hearing (ears) and 
sight (eyes) Allah has set a seal over. And they are the 
heedless! 

He put a seal on their hearts so that they would not be 
able to understand what is beneficial for them, and He 
sealed their ears and eyes so that they would not 
benefit from them. Their faculties did not help them at 
all, so they are unaware of what is going to happen to 
them. 

No doubt, 

means, it is inevitable, and no wonder that those who 
are like this - 

in the Hereafter, they will be the losers. 

meaning, they will lose themselves and their families on 

the Day of Resurrection. 

Except one who was forced while his heart is at peace 
with the faith. 

This is an exception in the case of one who utters 
statements of disbelief and verbally agrees with the 
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Mushrikin because he is forced to do so by the beatings 
and abuse to which he is subjected, but his heart 
refuses to accept what he is saying, and he is, in reality, 
at peace with his faith in Allah and His Messenger 


The scholars agreed that if a person is forced into 
disbelief, it is permissible for him to either go along with 
them in the interests of self-preservation, or to refuse, as 
Bilal (RA) did when they were inflicting all sorts of torture 
on him, even placing a huge rock on his chest in the 
intense heat and telling him to admit others as partners 
with Allah. 

He refused, saying, "Alone, Alone." 

And he said, "By Allah, if I knew any word more 
annoying to you than this, I would say it." 

May Allah be pleased with him. 

Similarly, when the Liar Musaylimah asked Habib bin 
Zayd Al-Ansari, "Do you bear witness that Muhammad 
( Afe) is the Messenger of Allah!" 

He said, "Yes." 

Then Musaylimah asked, "Do you bear witness that I am 
the messenger of Allah!" 

Habib said, "I do not hear you." 

Musaylimah kept cutting him, piece by piece, but he 
remained steadfast insisting on his words. 

It is better and preferable for the Muslim to remain 
steadfast in his religion, even if that leads to him being 
killed, as was mentioned by Al-Hafiz Ibn Asakir in his 
biography of Abdullah bin Hudhafah Al-Sahmi (RA), 
one of the Companions. 
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He said that; he was taken prisoner by the Romans, 
who brought him to their king. The king said, "Become a 
Christian, and I will give you a share of my kingdom 
and my daughter in marriage." 

Abdullah (RA) said: "If you were to give me all that you 
possess and all that Arabs possess to make me give up 
the religion of Muhammad (Afe) even for an instant, I 
would not do it." 

The king said, "Then I will kill you." 

Abdullah (RA) said, "It is up to you." 

The king gave orders that he should be crucified, and 
commanded his archers to shoot near his hands and 
feet while ordering him to become a Christian, but he 
still refused. Then the king gave orders that he should 
be brought down, and that a big vessel made of 
copper be brought and heated up. Then, while 
Abdullah (RA) was watching, one of the Muslim 
prisoners was brought out and thrown into it, until all 
that was left of him was scorched bones. 

The king ordered him to become a Christian, but he still 
refused. Then he ordered that Abdullah (RA) be thrown 
into the vessel, and he was brought back to the pulley 
to be thrown in. 

Abdullah (RA) wept, and the king hoped that he would 
respond to him, so he called him, but Abdullah (RA) 
said, 

"I only weep because I have only one soul with which 
to be thrown into this vessel at this moment for the sake 
of Allah; I wish that I had as many souls as there are 
hairs on my body with which I could undergo this 
torture for the sake of Allah." 
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According to some reports, the king imprisoned him 
and deprived him of food and drink for several days, 
then he sent him wine and pork, and he did not come 
near them. Then the king called him and asked him, 
"What stopped you from eating" 

Abdullah (RA) said, 

"It is permissible for me (under these circumstances), 
but I did not want to give you the opportunity to gloat." 
The king said to him, "Kiss my head and I will let you go." 
Abdullah (RA) said, "And will you release all the Muslim 
prisoners with me!" 

The king said, "Yes." 

So Abdullah (RA) kissed his head and he released him 
and all the other Muslim prisoners he was holding. 

When he came back, Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) said, 
"Every Muslim should kiss the head of Abdullah bin 
Hudhafah (RA), and I will be the first to do so." 

And he stood up and kissed his head. May Allah be 
pleased with them both. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[1 6:1 06]- Allama Sayuti (ra) said: 

Whoever disbelieves in Allah after [having affirmed] his 
faith — except for him who is compelled, to pronounce 
[a statement of] unbelief and so pronounces it, while 
his heart is at rest in faith, (man, ‘whoever’, is [either] a 
subject or a conditional, and so the predicate [of this 
subject], or the response [to this conditional], is [an 
implied] lahum wa‘Jdun shadJd, ‘there is for them a 
severe threat [of chastisement]’; this is indicated by 
[the statement that follows]) — but he who opens up 
his breast to unbelief, that is, [he who] opens it up and 
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expands it [with unbelief], meaning that his soul is 
content with it, upon such shall be wrath from Allah, 
and there is a great chastisement for them. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


(See Tafseer Marif ul Quran of Chapter 2.8) 


(26 Ifijjj 


( AlAhzab * 33:26) 


He has brought those of the people of the Book (the 
Jews) who had backed them, down from their 
fortresses, and cast awe into their hearts, so as to make 
you kill some of them and take others as captives; 

For explanation of this Ayyat, Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

And those of the People of the Scripture who backed 
them, Allah brought them down from their forts and 
cast terror into their hearts; a group you killed, and a 
group you made captives. 

The Campaign against Banu Qurayzah 

We have already noted that when the Confederates 
came and camped outside Al-Madinah, Banu 
Qurayzah broke the covenant that existed between 
them and the Messenger of Allah (;£$&). 
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This happened by the agency of Huyay bin Akhtab An- 
Nadari, may Allah curse him, who entered their 
stronghold and would not leave their leader, Ka'b bin 
Asad, alone until he agreed to break the covenant. 
Among the things that he said to him was, 

"Woe to you! This is the opportunity for glory. The 
Quraysh and their company of men from various tribes, 
and the Ghatafan and their followers, have come to 
you, and they will stay here until they eliminate 
Muhammad (;£$&) and his companions (RA)." 

Ka'b said to him, "No, by Allah, this is the opportunity for 
humiliation. Woe to you, O Huyay, you are a bad 
omen. Leave us alone." 

But Huyay kept trying to persuade him until he agreed 
to his request. He laid down the condition that if the 
Confederates went away without doing anything, he 
(Huyay) would join them in their stronghold and would 
share their fate. 

When Banu Qurayzah broke their covenant and news 
of this reached the Messenger of Allah (X$&), he and 
the Muslims were very distressed by that. 

When Allah helped him by suppressing his enemy and 
driving them back disappointed and lost, having 
gained nothing, the Messenger of Allah (;&&) returned 
to Al-Madinah in triumph and the people put down 
their weapons. While the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) was 
washing off the dust of battle in the house of Umm- 
Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, Jibril, upon 
him be peace, came to him wearing a turban of 
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brocade, riding on a mule on which was a cloth of silk 
brocade. 

He said, "Have you put down your weapons, O 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) !" He said, "Yes." 

He said, "But the angels have not put down their 
weapons. I have just now come back from pursuing the 
people." 

Then he said: "Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, 
command you to get up and go to Banu Qurayzah." 

According to another report, 

"What a fighter you are! Have you put down your 
weapons!" 

He (A&) said, "Yes." 

He said, "But we have not put down our weapons yet, 
get up and go to these people." 

He (Afe) said: "Where?" 

He said, "Banu Qurayzah, for Allah has commanded 
me to shake them." 

So the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) got up immediately, 
and commanded the people to march towards Banu- 
Qurayzah, who were a few miles from Al-Madinah. This 
was after Salat Az-Zuhr. 

He said. No one among you should pray 'Asr except at 
Banu Qurayzah. 

So, the people set out, and the time for the prayer 
came while they were still on the road. Some of them 
prayed on the road, saying, 

"The Messenger of Allah (Afe) only wanted to make us 
march quickly." 
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Others said, "We will not pray it until we reach Banu 
Qurayzah." 

Neither of the two groups was rebuked for what they 
did. 

The Messenger of Allah (;&&) followed them. He left Ibn 
Umm Maktum, may Allah be pleased with him, in 
charge of Al-Madinah, and he had given the flag to Ali 
bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him. Then the 
Messenger of Allah went to them (Banu 

Qurayzah) laying siege to them for twenty-five days. 

When this had gone on for too long, they agreed to 
accept the judgment of Sa'd bin Mu'adh (RA), the 
leader of 'Aws because they had been their allies 
during the Jahiliyyah, so they thought that he would 
treat them kindly as Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul had 
done for his allies of Banu Qaynuqa,' when he had 
asked the Messenger of Allah to set them free. 

So, these people thought that Sa'd would do the same 
for them as Ibn Ubayy had done for those people. 

They did not know that Sa'd had been struck by an 
arrow in his medial arm vein during the campaign of Al- 
Khandaq. The Messenger of Allah had had his 

vein cauterized and had brought him to stay in a tent 
in the Masjid so that he could keep a close eye on him. 
One of the things that Sa'd , may Allah be pleased with 
him, said in his supplication was, 

"O Allah, if there is still anything that has to do with the 
war against Quraysh, then keep me alive for it, and if 
You decree that the war between us and them is over, 
then let the bleeding be renewed, but do not let me 
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die until I get my satisfaction with regard to Banu 
Qurayzah." 

Allah answered his prayer and decreed that they 
would agree to be referred to him for judgment, and 
this was their own free choice. When this happened, 
the Messenger of Allah (Afe) called him to come from 
Al-Madinah to pass judgment on them. 

When he arrived, riding on a donkey that had been 
specially equipped for him to ride, some of the 'Aws 
began to urge him not to be too harsh, saying, 

"O Sa'd (RA), they are your clients so be kind to them, 
trying to soften his heart." 

But he kept quiet and did not answer them. When they 
persisted in their request, he said, 

"Now it is time for Sa'd (RA) to make sure that no 
rebuke or censure will divert him from the path of 
Allah." 

Then they knew that he would not let them live. 

When he reached the tent where the Messenger of 
Allah (A&) was, the Messenger of Allah (A&) said: 
(Stand up for your leader) .So the Muslims stood up for 
him, and welcomed him with honor and respect as 
befitted his status and so that his judgment would have 
more impact. When he sat down, the Messenger of 
Allah (Afe) said: 

These people - (and he pointed to them) -- (have 
agreed to accept your judgment, so pass judgment on 
them as you wish. 

Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

"My judgment will be carried out" 

The Messenger of Allah ( Afe) said: "Yes." 
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He said, "And it will be carried out on those who are in 
this tent." 

He (Rasool Allah said, "Yes." 

He (RA) said, "And on those who are on this side." -- 
and he pointed towards the side where the Messenger 
of Allah (;&&) was, but he did not look directly at the 
Messenger of Allah out of respect for him. 

The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said to him: "Yes." 

So Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

"My judgment is that their fighters should be killed and 
their children and wealth should be seized." 

The Messenger of Allah said: 

You have judged according to the ruling of Allah from 
above the seven heavens. 

According to another report: 

You have judged according to the ruling of the 
Sovereign. 

Then the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) commanded that 
ditches should be dug, so they were dug in the earth, 
and they were brought tied by their shoulders, and 
were beheaded. There were between seven hundred 
and eight hundred of them. The children who had not 
yet reached adolescence and the women were taken 
prisoner, and their wealth was seized. 

All of this is stated both briefly and in detail, with 
evidence and Hadiths, in the book of Sirah which we 
have written, praise and blessings be to Allah. 

Allah says; 

And those who backed them, Allah brought them 
down. 
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means, those who helped and supported them in their 
war against the Messenger of Allah (Xyfe) • 
of the People of the Scripture, 

means, Banu Qurayzah, who were Jews from one of 
the tribes of Israel. Their forefathers had settled in the 
Hijaz long ago, seeking to follow the Unlettered Prophet 
of whom they read in the Tawrah and Injil. 
then when there came to them that which they had 
recognized, they disbelieved in it. (2:89) 

May the curse of Allah be upon them, 
from their forts, 

means, from their strongholds. This was the view of 
Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ata', Qatadah, As-Suddi and others 
of the Solof. 

and cast terror into their hearts; 

means fear, because they had supported the idolaters 
in their war against the Messenger of Allah (;&&) and 
the one who knows is not like the one who does not 
know. They had terrified the Muslims and intended to 
kill them so as to gain earthly power, but their plans 
backfired; the idolaters ran away and the believers 
were victorious while the disbelievers were losers; where 
they had aimed for glory, they were humiliated. They 
wanted to eradicate the Muslims but they were 
themselves eradicated. In addition to all this, they are 
doomed in the Hereafter, so by all accounts they are 
counted as losers. 

Allah says: 

A group you killed and a group you made captives. 
Those who were killed were their warriors, and the 
prisoners were their children and women. 


347 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Indignant Heart 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that Atiyah Al-Qurazi said, 

"I was shown to the Prophet (;£$&) on the day of 
Qurayzah, because they were not sure about me. The 
Prophet told them to look at me to see whether I 
had grown any body hair yet. They looked and saw 
that I had not grown any body hair, so they let me go 
and I was put with the other prisoners.” 

This was also recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At- 
Tirmidhi said it is Hasan Sahih.” 

An-Nasa'i also recorded something similar from Atiyah. 

And Allah says: And He caused you to inherit their 

lands, and their houses, and their riches, 

means, 'He gave these things to you after you killed 

them.' 

and a land which you had not trodden. 

It was said that this was Khyber, or that it was the lands 
of the Persians and Romans. 

Ibn Jarir said, "It could be that all of these are referred 
to. And Allah is able to do all things." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 33 : 26 ] 

And He brought down those of the People of the 
Scripture, namely, the [BanO] Qurayza, who had 
supported them from their strongholds ( soyosT is the 
plural of sTsa, and is that in which one fortifies himself 
[against an enemy]) and He cast terror into their hearts, 
[so that] some, of them, you slew, and these were the 
combatants, and some, of them, you took captive, 
namely, their children. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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It was said that Allah Taala had, by putting the awe of 
the Holy Prophet and his Muslim followers into the 

hearts of the people of the Book who had helped the 
Confederate forces, made them come down from 
their strong fortresses and had thus made Muslims the 
inheritors of their properties, homes and areas of 
concentration. 

Good news of future victories has been given. Gone is 
the time when disbelievers attacked. Now the cycle of 
Muslim victories will begin and they will come to be on 
lands their feet have not touched yet. And this 
prophecy unfolded itself during the tenure of the noble 
Sahaba and everyone witnessed the spectacle of 
great empires ruled by Cyrus and Caesar come under 
them. 

And Allah does what He wills. 

(For more See Chapter 6.5 & 10.4 ) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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15.0 - Stubborn Heart 

(Ziddi Dil) 


Allah described about stubborn hearts in Surah 
Al Fateh in the Quran. 

&\ j/lS j*>Sl 15.1 

( Al Fateh - 48:26) (26 


When the disbelievers developed in their hearts 
indignation, the indignation of ignorance; then Allah 
sent down tranquility from Himself upon His Messenger 
(AfSO and upon the believers, and made them stick to 
the word of piety, and they were very much entitled to 
it and competent for it. 

And Allah is All-Knowing about everything. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) talked about the Ayyat in detail: 
When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride 
and haughtiness -- the pride and haughtiness of the 
time of ignorance, -- then Allah sent down His calmness 
and tranquility upon His Messenger and upon the 
believers, and made them stick to the word of Taqwa: 
and they were well entitled to it and worthy of it. 

And Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said. 
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When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride 
and haughtiness -- the pride and haughtiness of the 
time of ignorance, 

l.e. when they refused to write (in the treaty 
document), 'In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful,’ and, 'These are the terms agreed on 
by Muhammad (;£$&) , Allah's Messenger,' 

Then Allah sent down His calmness and tranquility upon 
His Messenger and upon the believers and made 
them stick to the word of Taqwa ; 

The word of Taqwa refers to sincerity, according to 
Mujahid. 

Ata' bin Abi Rabah commented, 

"None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, alone 
without partners. All the dominion belongs to Him and 
all praise is due to Him. He is Ever Able to do 
everything." 

Yunus bin Bukayr said that Ibn Ishaq narrated from 
Az-Zuhri, from 'Urwah, from Al-Miswar, commenting on 
(and made them stick to the word of Taqwa;) 

"'La ilaha illallah, alone without partners." 
and they were well entitled to it and worthy of it. 

And Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 

The Hadiths that tell the Story of Al-Hudaybiyyah and 
the Peace Treaty that followed 

Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy with him, recorded in 
his Sahih in 'Book of Conditions' that Al-Miswar bin 
Makhramah and Marwan bin Al-Hakam, both narrated 
attesting to the truthfulness of the other. 
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"Allah's Messenger (A&) set out at the time of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah with several hundred of his Companions. 
When he reached Dhul-Hulayfah, he had the sacrificial 
animals garlanded and marked and resumed the state 
of Ihram for Umrah. He then sent several men from the 
tribe of Khuza'ah to gather news for him and then he 
proceeded. When he arrived at a village called Al- 
Ashtat, his advance regiment came back and said, 

'The Quraysh have gathered their forces against you, 
including Al-Ahabish tribes. They are intent on fighting 
you, stopping you, and preventing you.' 

The Messenger (;£$&) said. 

Give me your opinion, O people! 

Do you think we should attack the families and 
offspring of those who seek to prevent us from reaching 
the House?" 

in another narration, the Prophet (Afe) said. 

Do you think we should attack the families of those who 
helped the Quraysh? If they come to defend against 
us, then Allah would have diminished the idolater 
forces. Or we leave them to grieve!" 

In another narration, the Prophet said. 

If they remain where they have gathered, they do so in 
grief, fatigued and depressed. If they save their 
families, it would be a neck that Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored has cut off. 

Or, should we head towards the House and if anyone 
prevents us from reaching it we would fight them. 
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"Abu Bcikr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 

"O, Allah's Messenger 

You only intended to visit the House, not to kill anyone 
or start a war. Therefore, head towards the House and 
whoever stands in our way, then we will fight him." 

In another narration, Abu Bakr (RA) said, 

"Allah and His Messenger (X*&) know that we only 
came to perform Umrah not to fight anyone. However, 
anyone who tries to prevent us from reaching the 
House, we will fight him." 

The Prophet (Afe) said, (Go forth then). 

In another narration, the Prophet said (Go forth, 

in the Name of Allah, the Exalted). 

When they proceeded for a distance, the Prophet 

( . I ..iQ fl.lf" ) said, 


Khalid bin Al-Walid is leading the cavalry of Quraysh 
forming the front of the army, so take the path on the 
right. 

By Allah, Khalid did not perceive the arrival of the 
Muslims until the dust arising from the march of the 
Muslim army reached him, and then he turned back 
hurriedly to inform the Quraysh. 

The Prophet (;£$&) went on advancing until he reached 
the Thaniyyah (i.e., a mountainous way) through which 
he could reach them. The she-camel of the Prophet 
(A&) sat down. The people tried their best to cause 
her to rise, but it was in vain. So, they said, 
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'Al-Qaswa has become stubborn! Al-Qaswa has 
become stubborn!' 


The Prophet (Afe) said, 

Al-Qaswa has not become stubborn; for stubbornness is 
not her habit, but she was stopped by Him Who 
stopped the elephant. 

Then he (£$&) said. 

By the Name of Him in Whose Hands is my soul, if they 
ask me anything which will respect the ordinances of 
Allah, the Exalted, I will grant it to them. 

The Prophet (A&) then rebuked the she-camel and 
she got up. The Prophet (;£$&) changed his direction, 
until he dismounted at the farthest end of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah. 

There was a pit containing a little water which the 
people used in small amounts, and after a short time 
the people exhausted all its water and complained of 
thirst to Allah's Messenger (;&&). 

The Prophet (;£$&) took an arrow out of his quiver and 
ordered them to put the arrow in the pit. By Allah, the 
water started flowing and continued sprouting until all 
the people quenched their thirst and returned satisfied. 

While they were still in that state, Budayl bin Warqa’ Al- 
Khuza'i came with some people from his tribe, 
Khuza'ah. They were the advisers of Allah's Messenger 
(Afe) who would keep no secret from him and were 
from the people of Tihamah. Budayl said, 
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'I left (the tribes of) Ka'b bin Lu'ay and 'Amir bin Lu'ay 
residing at the abundant water of Al-Hudaybiyyah. 
They had milk camels with them, intending to wage 
war against you and prevent you from visiting the 
Ka'bah.' 

Allah's Messenger (;£$&) said, 

We have not come to fight anyone, but to perform 
Umrah. No doubt, war has weakened Quraysh and 
they have suffered great losses. So if they wish, I will 
conclude a truce with them, during which they should 
refrain from interfering between me and others. If I 
have victory over those infidels, Quraysh will have the 
option to embrace Islam as the other people do, if they 
wish. They will at least get strong enough to fight. But if 
they do not accept the truce, by Allah in Whose Hands 
my life is, I will fight with them defending my cause until 
I get killed, but (I am sure) Allah will definitely make His 
cause victorious. 

Budayl said, 'I will inform them of what you have said.' 
So, he set off until he reached Quraysh and said, 'We 
have come from that man whom we heard saying 
something which we will disclose to you, if you should 
like.' 

Some of the fools among the Quraysh shouted that 
they were not in need of this information, but the wiser 
among them said, 'Relate what you heard him saying.' 
Budayl said, 'I heard him saying such and such,' 
relating what the Prophet (X$&) had told him. 

Urwah bin Mas'ud stood up and said, 'O people! Aren't 
you the sons?' 

They said, 'Yes.' 

He added, 'Am I not the father?' 
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They said, 'Yes.' 

He said, 'Do you mistrust me?' 

They said, 'No.' 

He said, 'Don't you know that I invited the people of 
Ukaz for your help, and when they refused I brought my 
relatives and children and those who obeyed me?' 

They said, 'Yes.' 

He said, 'Well, this man has offered you a reasonable 
proposal, it is better for you to accept it and allow me 
to meet him.' 

They said, 'You may meet him.' 

So, he went to the Prophet (;£$&) and started talking to 
him. The Prophet said the same to him as he had 
to Budayl bin Warqa. 

Then Urwah said, 'O Muhammad (;£$&)! Won't you feel 
any qualms by exterminating your relations? Have you 
ever heard of anyone among the Arabs annihilating his 
relatives before you? On the other hand, if the reverse 
should happen, by Allah, I do not see dignified people 
here, but people from various tribes who would run 
away leaving you alone.' 

Hearing that, Abu Bakr (RA) verbally abused him and 
said, 'Go suck Al-Lafs womb! Are you saying we would 
run and leave the Prophet (;£$&) alone?’ 

Urwah said, 'Who is that man?' 

They said, 'He is Abu Bakr (RA).' 

Urwah said to Abu Bakr (RA), 'By Him in Whose Hands 
my life is, were it not for the favour which you did to 
me and which I did not compensate, I would rebuke 
you.' 
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Urwah kept on talking to the Prophet (Afe) and seizing 
the Prophet's (;£$&) beard as he was talking, while Al- 
Mughirah bin Shu'bah (RA) was standing near the 
head of the Prophet holding a sword and 

wearing a helmet. Whenever Urwah stretched his hand 
towards the beard of the Prophet , Al-Mughirah 

(RA) would hit his hand with the handle of the sword 
and say, 'Remove your hand from the beard of Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&).’ 

Urwah raised his head and asked, 'Who is that?' 

The people said, 'He is Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah (RA).' 
Urwah said, 'O treacherous (one)! Am I not doing my 
best to prevent evil consequences of your treachery?' 

Before embracing Islam, Al-Mughirah (RA) was in the 
company of some people. He killed them, took their 
property and came (to Al-Madinah) to embrace Islam. 
The Prophet (Afe) said to him. 

As regards to your Islam, I accept it, but as for the 
property I do not take anything of it. Urwah then 
started looking at the Companions of the Prophet. By 
Allah, whenever Allah's Messenger (X*&) spat, the 
spittle would fall in the hand of one of them, who 
would rub it on his face and skin. If he ordered them, 
they would carry his orders immediately, if he 
performed ablution, they would struggle to take the 
remaining water, and when they spoke to him, they 
would lower their voices and would not look at his face 
constantly out of respect. 

Urwah returned to his people and said, 

'O people! 

By Allah, I have been to the kings and to Caesar, 
Khosrau and An-Najashi. Yet, by Allah! I have never 
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seen any of them respected by his courtiers, as much 
as, Muhammad (A&) is respected by his companions. 

By Allah, if he spat, the spittle would fall into the hand 
of one of them and he would rub it on his face and 
skin. If he ordered them, they would carry out his order 
immediately, if he performed ablution, they would 
struggle to take the remaining water, and when they 
spoke, they would lower their voices and would not 
look at his face constantly out of respect. No doubt, he 
has presented to you a good reasonable offer, so 
please accept it.' 

A man from the tribe of Bani Kinanah said, 'Allow me to 
go to him,' and they allowed him. When he 
approached the Prophet (;£$&) and his Companions, 
Allah's Messenger (Afe) said. He is so-and-so who 
belongs to the tribe that respects the sacrificial camels. 
So, bring the sacrificial camels before him. 

So, the sacrificial camels were brought before him and 
the people received him while they were reciting 
Talbiyah. When he saw that scene, he said, 'Glorified is 
Allah! It is not fair to prevent these people from visiting 
the Ka'bah.' 

When he returned to his people, he said, 'I saw the 
sacrificial camels garlanded and marked. I do not think 
it is advisable to prevent them from visiting the Ka'bah.' 
Another person called Mikraz bin Hats stood up and 
sought their permission to go to Muhammad (Afe), and 
they allowed him, too. When he approached the 
Muslims, the Prophet (;£$&) said, 

Here is Mikraz and he is a vicious man. Mikraz started 
talking to the Prophet (;£$&) and as he was talking, 
Suhayl bin 'Amr came. 1 ' 
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Ma'mar said that Ayyub said to him that Ikrimah said. 


"When Suhayl bin 'Amr came, the Prophet (Xyfe) said. 
Now the matter has become easy for you." 

Ma'mar said that Az-Zuhri narrated, 

"When Suhayl bin 'Amr came, he said to the Prophet 
(Xyfe), 'Please conclude a peace treaty with us.' 

So, the Prophet (;£$&) called Ali bin Abi Talib (RA) and 
said to him. 

Write: In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim. 
Suhayl bin 'Amr said, 'As for Ar-Rahman, by Allah, I do 
not know what it means. So write: By Your Name, O 
Allah, as you used to write previously.' 

The Muslims said, 'By Allah, we will not write except: By 
the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman, Ar-Rahim.' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said. 

Write: "In Your Name Of Allah." 

Then he dictated, 

This is a peace treaty, which Muhammad (;&&), Allah's 
Messenger has concluded. 

Suhayl said, 'By Allah, if we knew that you are Allah's 
Messenger, we would not prevent you from visiting the 
Ka'boh, and would not fight with you. So, write: 
Muhammad bin Abdullah (;&&).' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said to him. 

By Allah! I am the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) even if your 
people do not believe me. Write: "Muhammad bin 
Abdullah (;£$&) ." 

Az-Zuhri continued, 

"The Prophet (;£$&) accepted all those things, since he 
had already said that he would accept everything 
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they would demand if it respects the ordinance of 
Allah, the Exalted." 

The Hadith continues, 

"The Prophet ( ,oJLuj5<u 1£ ) said to Suhayl, 

On the condition that you allow us to visit the House so 
that we may perform Tawaf around it. 

Suhayl said, 'By Allah, we will not, so as not to give the 
Arabs a chance to say that we have yielded to your 
pressure, but we will allow you next year.' 

So, the Prophet (;&&) had that written. 

Then Suhayl said, 'We also stipulate that you should 
return to us whoever comes to you from us, even if he 
embraced your religion.' 

The Muslims protested, 'Glorified be Allah! How can a 
person be returned to the idolaters after he has 
become a Muslim?' 

While they were in this state Abu Jandal bin Suhayl bin 
'Amr (RA) came from the valley of Makkah staggering 
with his chains and fell down among the Muslims. 

Suhayl said, 'O Muhammad (;£$&)! This is the very first 
term with which we make peace with you, that is, you 
shall return Abu Jandal (RA) to me.' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said. 

The peace treaty has not been written yet. 

Suhayl said, 'Then by Allah, I will never conduct peace 
with you.' 

The Prophet said (Release him to me), and Suhayl 
responded, 'I will never allow you to keep him.' 

The Prophet (Xs&) said (Yes, do). 

He said, 'I will not.' 

Mikraz said, 'We allow you (to keep him).' 
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Abu Jandal (RA) said, 'O, Muslims! Will I be returned to 
the idolaters although I have come as a Muslim? Don't 
you see how much I have suffered?' 

Abu Jandal (RA) had been tortured severely for the 
cause of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. 

Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) said, 'I went to the Prophet 
(A&) and said: Aren't you truly the Messenger of 
Allah?' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said (Yes, indeed). 

I said, 'isn’t our cause just and the cause of the enemy 
unjust?' 

He (Xj&) said, (Yes). 

I said, 'Then why should we be humble in our religion?' 
He (Xj&) said, 

I am Allah's Messenger (;&&) and I do not disobey Him, 
and He will make me victorious. 

I said, 'Didn't you tell us that we would go to the 
Ka'boh and perform Tawaf around it?' 

He (Xj&J said. 

Yes, but did I tell you that we would visit the Ka'boh this 
year? 

I said, 'No.' 

He (Xj&J said, 

So you will visit it and perform Tawaf around it. 

Umar further said, 

'I went to Abu Bakr (RA) and said: O Abu Bakr (RA)! Isn't 
he truly Allah's Prophet (;£$&) ?’ 

He replied, 'Yes.' 

I said, 'Is not our cause just and the cause of our enemy 
unjust?’ 

He said, 'Yes.' 

I said, 'Then why should we be humble in our religion?' 
He said. 
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'O you man! 

Indeed, he is Allah's Messenger and he does not 
disobey his Lord, and He will make him victorious. 
Adhere to him for, by Allah, he is on the right path.' 

I said, 'Was he not telling us that we would go to the 
Ka'boh and perform Tawaf around it?' 

He said, 'Yes, but did he tell you that you would go to 
the Ka'boh this year?' 

I said, 'No.' 

He said, 'You will go to the Ko'boh and perform Tawaf 
around it.' 

Az-Zuhri said, 

"Umar, May Allah be pleased with him, said, 'I 
performed many good deeds as expiation for the 
improper questions I asked them.'" 

When the writing of the peace treaty was concluded, 
Allah's Messenger (X*&) said to his Companions (RA), 
Get up and slaughter your sacrifices and have your 
heads shaved. 

By Allah none of them got up, and the Prophet (;£$&) 
repeated his order thrice. When none of them got up, 
he left them and went to Umm-Salamah (RA) and told 
her of the people's attitudes towards him. Umm- 
Salamah (RA) said, 

'O Prophet of Allah (;£$&)! 

Do you want your order to be carried out Go out and 
don't say a word to anybody until you have 
slaughtered your sacrifice and call your barber to 
shave your head.' 
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The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) went out and did not talk 
to anyone until he did what she suggested, 
slaughtered the sacrifice and shaved his head. 

Seeing that, the Companions got up, slaughtered their 
sacrifices, and started shaving the heads of one 
another. There was so much of a rush - and sadness -- 
that there was a danger of killing each other. Then 
some believing women came and Allah the Exalted 
and most honored revealed the following Ayyat, 

O you who believe! When believing women come to 
you as emigrants, examine them; Allah knows best as 
to their faith, then if you ascertain that they are true 
believers, send them not back to the disbelievers. They 
are not lawful for the disbelievers nor are the 
disbelievers lawful for them. But give them (disbelievers) 
that which they have spent (on their dowry). And there 
will be no sin on you to marry them if you have paid 
their due to them. Likewise do not keep the 
disbelieving women as wives ... ( 60 : 10 ) 

Umar (RA) then divorced two of his wives, who were 
disbelievers. Later on Mu'awiyah bin Abu Sufyan 
married one of them, and Safwan bin Umayyah 
married the other. 

When the Prophet (Afe) returned to Al-Madinah, Abu 
Basir (RA), a new Muslim convert from the Quraysh, 
came to him. The disbelievers sent two men in pursuit 
who said to the Prophet (;£$&), 

'Abide by the promise you gave us.' 

So, the Prophet (;£$&) handed him over to them. They 
took him out (of Al-Madinah) until they reached Dhul- 
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Hulayfah where they dismounted to eat some dates 
they had with them. Abu Basir (RA) said to one of them, 
'By Allah, O, so-and-so, I see you have a fine sword.' 

The other drew it out (of its sheath) and said, 'Yes, by 
Allah, it is very fine and I have tried it many times.' 

Abu Basir (RA) said, 'Let me have a look at it.' 

When the other gave the sword to Abu Basir (RA), he 
struck him with it until he died. His companion ran away 
until he reached Al-Madinah, entering the Masjid 
running. 

When Allah's Messenger (X$&) saw him he said (This 
man appears to have been frightened). 

When he reached the Prophet (X$&) he said, 'My 
companion has been murdered, by Allah, and I would 
have been murdered too.' 

Abu Basir (RA) came and said, 'O Allah's Messenger 
(;£$&), by Allah! Allah has made you fulfill your 
obligations by returning me to them, but Allah the 
Exalted has saved me from them.' 

The Prophet (Afe) said, 

Woe to his mother! What an excellent war kindler he 
would be, if he only has supporters. When Abu Basir 
(RA) heard this from the Prophet (;£$&) , he understood 
that he would return him to the idolaters again, so he 
set off until he reached the seashore. Abu Jandal bin 
Suhayl (RA) also got himself released from the 
disbelievers and joined Abu Basir (RA). 

Thereafter, whenever a man from Quraysh embraced 
Islam he would follow Abu Basir (RA) until they formed a 
strong group. By Allah, whenever they heard about a 
caravan of the Quraysh heading towards Ash-Sham 
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(Greater Syria), they stopped it, attacked and killed the 
disbelievers and took their properties. The people of 
Quraysh sent a message to the Prophet (;£$&) 
requesting him for the sake of Allah and kith and kin to 
send for (Abu Basir [RA] and his companions) promising 
that whoever among them came to the Prophet 
( fti nAc ) , w o u I d la 6 s 0 c u r 0 . S o , t h 0 P r o |o h 0 1 ( | oJLuj^<ul£ ) sent for 
them and Allah the Exalted and Most Honored 
revealed the following Ayyat, 

And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and 
your hands from them in the midst of Makkah, after He 
had made you victors over them. And Allah sees what 
you do. 

They are those who disbelieved and hindered you from 
Al-Masjid Al-Haram and detained the sacrificial 
animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice. Had 
there not been believing men and believing women 
whom you did not know, that you may kill and on 
whose account a sin would have been committed by 
you without (your) knowledge, that Allah might bring 
into His mercy whom He wills -- if they had been apart. 
We verily, would have punished with painful torment 
those of them who disbelieved. 

When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride 
and haughtiness -- the pride and haughtiness of the 
time of ignorance, -- (48:24-26) 

Their pride and haughtiness was that they did not 
confess that Muhammad (Xyfe) was the Prophet of 
Allah, refused to write, 'In the Name of Allah, Ar- 
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Rahman, Ar-Rahim,' and prevented Muslims from 
visiting the Ka'bah." 

This is the narration Al-Bukhari collected in the Book of 
Tafseer, 'Umrat Al-Hudaybiyyah, Hajj, and so forth. 

Allah is the Only One sought for help, all reliance is on 
Him alone and there is no might or strength except 
from Allah, the Almighty, and the All-Wise. 

Al-Bukhari narrated in the Book of Tafseer that Habib 
bin Abi Thabit said that he went to Abu Wa’il asking him 
about something and he said, 

"We were at Siffin, when a man said, 'Do you not see 
those who call to Allah's Book?' 

Ali bin Abi Talib (RA) said, 'Yes.' 

Sahl bin Hunayf said, 'Do not feel certain in the 
reliability of your own opinions! On the day of 
Hudaybiyyah, the day the treaty of peace was signed 
between the Prophet and idolaters, had we 

found a chance to fight, we would have done so.' 

Umar (RA) came (to the Prophet A&) and said, 'Are 
we not on the true cause and theirs is the false cause? 
Are not our killed in Paradise and theirs in the Fire?’ 

He (;£$&) said, 'Yes.' 

Umar (RA) said, 'Why then should we be humble with 
regards to the cause of our religion? Why should we go 
back before Allah decides in the matter between us 
(between Muslims and the idolaters)?' 

The Prophet (Afe) said, 

O son of Al-Khattab (RA)! I am Allah's Messenger (Afe) 
and He will never abandon me. 

Umar (RA) left while feeling angry and soon went to 
Abu Bakr (RA) and said. 
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'O Abu Bakr (RA)! 

Are we not on the true cause and they are on 
falsehood?' 

Abu Bakr (RA) said, 

'O son of Al-Khattab (RA)! He is Allah's Messenger (X$&) 
and Allah will never abandon him.' 

Surah Al-Fateh was later revealed.'" 

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in several other parts of 
his Sahih, and so did Muslim and An-Nasa'i using various 
chains of narration from Abu Wa'il, Sufyan bin Salamah, 
from Sahl bin Hunayf. Some of these narrations read, 

"O people! Accuse sheer opinion (of being imperfect)! 
On the day Abu Jandal (RA) came, I saw myself willing 
to reject the command of Allah's Messenger (X$&), had 
I had the chance." 

In yet another narration, 

"Surah Al-Fateh was revealed and the Messenger of 
Allah (Ait) called Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) and 
recited it to him." 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that Anas (RA) said, 
"Quraysh resorted to peace with the Prophet (X$&). 
Suhayl bin 'Amr was among the idolaters then. The 
Prophet (Xj&) said to Ali, 

Write: "In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful." 
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Suhayl said, 'We do not know the meaning of: In the 
Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim. 

However, write what we do know: In Your Name, O 
Allah!' 

The Messenger (;£$&) said. 

Write: "From Muhammad Allah's Messenger," 

and Suhayl said, 'If we knew that you are Allah's 
Messenger, we would have followed you. However, 
write your name and the name of your father.' 

The Prophet (;£$&) said. 

Write: "From Muhammad son of Abdullah (,&&) ." 

They set the terms with the Prophet (Afe) that, 

'If anyone comes from your side to us, we will not send 
him back to you. If anyone from among us came to 
you, you send him back to us.’ 

Ali (RA) said, 'O Allah's Messenger (Afe)! Should I write 
this and the Prophet (Afe) said. 

Yes. Surely, those who revert from our side and go to 
them, then may Allah cast them away. Muslim also 
collected this Hadith. 

Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) said, 
"When Al-Haruriyyah rebelled, they set a separate 
camp for their group. I said to them, 'On the day of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah, the Messenger of Allah (Afe) agreed to 
conduct peace with the idolaters. He said to Ali (RA), 
Write, O 'Ali: "These are the terms agreed to by 
Muhammad (X$&), Allah's Messenger.'" 

The idolaters said, 'If we knew that you are Allah's 
Messenger, we would not have fought you.' 
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Allah's Messenger (;£$&) said, 

O Ali (R A) ! Erase it. 

O Allah! You know that I am Your Messenger. 

O Ali (R A) ! Erase it and write instead: 

"These are the peace terms agreed to by Muhammad 
bin Abdullah (;&&)." 

By Allah, Allah's Messenger is better than Ali (RA), 
and the Messenger erased his title. However, erasing his 
title did not mean that he was erased from being a 
Prophet. Have I given you sufficient proof in this?' 

They said, 'Yes.'" 

Abu Dawud also collected a similar narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) 
said, 

"On the day of Hudaybiyyah, the Messenger of Allah 
(Afc) slaughtered seventy sacrificial camels, including 
a camel that belonged to Abu Jahl. 

When the camel was prevented from coming to the 
House, she cried just as she would cry when seeing her 
offspring." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 48 : 26 ] 

When those who disbelieve (olladhTno kafarO is the 
subject [of the following verb ja'ala]) nourished ( idh 
ja'a/a is semantically connected to 1 adhdhabna ) in 
their hearts zealotry ( ol-homiyya , [means] ‘disdain of 
something’), the zealotry of Paganism (hamiyyata’I- 
jahiliyyati substitutes for al-homiyyata, ‘zealotry’). 
Namely, their barring of the Prophet (X*&) and his 
Companions from [visiting] the Sacred Mosque, [but] 
then Allah sent down His spirit of Peace upon His 
Messenger (Xyfe) and the believers. Therefore, they 
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[the disbelievers] made a truce with them on the 
condition that they [the believers] would [be allowed 
to] return the following year, and [such] zealotry would 
not overcome them [the believers] as it did the 
disbelievers [then] until they would come to fight them 
[later]. And He made them, the believers, abide by the 
word of Allah-tearing ( kalimata'I-taqwa ): ‘there is no 
god except Allah, [and] Muhammad (Afe) is His 
Messenger’ (it [ kalima , ‘word’] is annexed to al-taqwa 
because it is the cause of it), for they were worthier of 
it, of the word, than the disbelievers, and deserving of it 
( wa-ohlaha is an explanatory supplement). And Allah is 
ever Knower of all things, that is to say, He is ever 
possessed of such an attribute, and among the things 
He knows is that they are worthy of it. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


When the disbelievers developed in their hearts 
indignation, the indignation of ignorance; then Allah 
sent down tranquility from Himself upon His Messenger 
(A&) and upon the believers, and made them stick to 
the word of piety, and they were very much entitled to 
it, and competent for it. 

And Allah is All-Knowing about everything. 

(and made them stick to the word of piety, and they 
were very much entitled to it, and competent for it - 
48 : 26 )". 

The construction kalimat-at-taq wo connotes the word 
of the pious persons, that is, the Kolimah of Touhid and 
Risoloh whereby a person declares his faith in Allah's 
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Oneness and in the Messenger ship of Sayyidna 
Muhammad It is named here as 'word of piety' 

because this word is the foundation of piety, 
righteousness and right conduct. The noble 
Companions here are said to have better right to it and 
more worthy of it, and thus Allah exposed and 
unmasked those people who accused them of 
infidelity and hypocrisy. Allah asserts that the noble 
Companions are more worthy of the word of Islam and 
better entitled to it, and thus made they adhere to it 
firmly, whereas the wretched evil-minded people 
refuse to acknowledge their value and entitlement. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Curan) 


371 




Enraged Heart 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 

16.0 - Enraged Heart 

(Ghusay Wala Dil) 


In Surah At-Taubah Allah Taala discussed about 
enraged hearts in the Quran. 



( At-Touba-9:15) 

And remove the rage of their hearts. And Allah relents 
to whomsoever He wills. Allah is (All-) Knowing, (All-) 
Wise. 

And remove the anger of their (believers') hearts. 

Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills. 

Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 

Encouragement to fight the Disbelievers, and some 
Benefits of fighting them 

Allah says; Will you not fight a people who have 
violated their oaths and intended to expel the 
Messenger (;£$&), 

These Ayyat encourage, direct and recommend 
fighting against the idolaters who break the terms of 
their covenants, those who tried to expel the 
Messenger (X$&) from Makkah. 

Allah said in other Ayyat, 

And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against 
you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to expel you; they 
were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is 
the best of those who plot. (8:30) 
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...and have driven out the Messenger (Ait) and 
yourselves (from your homeland) because you believe 
in Allah your Lord! (60: 1 ) 

And, And verily, they were about to frighten you so 
much as to drive you out from the land. (1 7:76) 

Allah's statement, while they did attack you first, 
refers to the battle of Badr when the idolaters marched 
to protect their caravan. When they knew that their 
caravan escaped safely, they still went ahead with 
their intent to fight Muslims out of arrogance, as we 
mentioned before. 

It was also said that these Ayyat refer to the idolaters 
breaking the peace agreement with Muslims and 
aiding Bani Bakr, their allies, against Khuza'ah, the ally 
of the Messenger of Allah (A&)- This is why the 
Messenger of Allah (Afe) marched to Makkah in the 
year of the victory, thus conquering it, all thanks and 
praise is due to Allah. 

Allah said. Do you fear them! 

Allah has more right that you should fear Him if you are 
believers. 

Allah says here, 'Do not fear idolaters, but fear Me 
instead, for I am worthy of being feared by the servants 
due to My might and punishment. In My Hand lies the 
matter; whatever I will occurs, and whatever I do not 
will does not occur.' 

Allah next said, while ordering the believers and 
explaining the wisdom of ordaining Jihad against them, 
all the while able to destroy their enemies with a 
command from Him, 
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Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by 
your hands, and disgrace them and give you victory 
over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people. 

This Ayyat includes all believers, even though Mujahid, 
Ikrimah and As-Suddi said that it refers to Khuza'ah. 
Concerning the believers, Allah said; 
and remove the anger of their hearts, then Allah 
accepts the repentance of whom He wills, from His 
servants, Allah is All-Knowing, in what benefits His 
servants, All-Wise. 

In His actions and statements, whether narrative or 
legislative. 

Allah does what He wills, decides what He wills, and He 
is the Just Who never wrongs any. Not even the weight 
of an atom of good or evil is ever neglected with Him, 
but rather. He compensates for it in this life and the 
Hereafter. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[9:15] 

And He will remove the rage, the grief, in their hearts. 
Allah turns [in forgiveness] to whomever He will, when 
they return to Islam, as in the case of AbO Sufyan. And 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


For Muslims, the same exhortation to fight in Jihad 
appears in verses 14 and 15 as well, though from a 
different angle. They were told: 
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1. If you get ready to fight them, the help and support 
from Allah will be with you. As for their enemies, they 
have already become deserving of Divine punishment 
because of their evil deeds but this punishment will not 
come down upon them from the heavens or up from 
beneath the Earth. Instead of that, says the verse is, 
'Allah shall punish them at their hands.' 

2. As a result of this fighting, Allah Taala will mollify the 
hearts of Muslims after all those pains and sorrows 
continuously inflicted upon them by the disbelievers. 

3. Then, the anger, which filled Muslim hearts because 
of their treachery and pledge breaking, was to be 
removed by Allah Taala when He punishes them at 
their hands. 

In the previous verse by saying: (so that they may stop), 
Muslims were told that they should not fight a people 
just to release their anger, rather make their correction 
and betterment the main purpose of their action. 
When they cleanse their intention from all irrelevant 
shades, and let it be for Allah alone, and fight for none 
but Allah, then, Allah Taala shall cause things to unfold 
in a manner that automatically removes the feelings of 
anger and sorrow raging in their hearts. 

4. Finally, it was said :( &! ) (And Allah 

relents to whomsoever He wills ). This tells us that there 
will be an added gain because of this Jihad. There will 
be many from among the enemies who will have the 
taufiq of Islam. They will become Muslims. So, there 
were many arrogant ones at the time of the Conquest 
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of Makkah who were put to disgrace while there were 
many others who embraced Islam. 

History proves that the circumstances and events 
predicted in these verses were witnessed one by one 
as pointed out by the Holy Qur'an. Therefore, these 
verses contain many miracles. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Impure Heart 


17.0 - Impure Heart 

(Na’Pak Dil) 

- i7.i 

pt 11*1 

j <jjI !o^ jirduj! (jl, 

4 sjjS &d i aJ 3 i tfa$ 

( AlMaida - 5:41 ) 


O Messenger, those who race towards disbelief should 
not be a cause of grief for you, be they from those who 
say with their mouths, we believe, while their hearts do 
not believe, or from those who are (pronounced) Jews. 
They are listeners to the fallacy, listeners to other 
people who did not come to you. They distort the 
words after they had been properly placed. They say, if 
you are given this, take it, and if you are not given this, 
then avoid it. The one whom Allah wills to put to trial, 
you cannot do anything for him against Allah. They are 
the ones whose hearts Allah did not intend to purify. For 
them there is humiliation in this world, and for them 
there is a great punishment in the Hereafter. 
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Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

O Messenger (X$&)! Let not those who hurry to fall into 
disbelief grieve you, of such who say, "We believe" with 
their mouths but their hearts have no faith. And of the 
Jews are men who listen much and eagerly to lies, 
listening to others who have not come to you. 

They change the words from their places; they say, "If 
you are given this, take it, but if you are not given this, 
then beware!" And whomsoever Allah wants to put in 
Fitnoh, you can do nothing for him against Allah. 

Those are the ones whose hearts Allah does not want 
to purify; for them there is a disgrace in this world, and 
in the Hereafter a great torment. 

Do Not Feel Sad Because of the Behavior of the Jews 
and Hypocrites 

Allah says; O Messenger (;£$&)! Let not those who hurry 
to fall into disbelief grieve you, 

These honorable Ayyat were revealed about those 
who rush into disbelief, deviating from the obedience 
of Allah, His Messenger (;&&), preferring their opinions 
and lusts to what Allah have legislated. 

Of such who say, "We believe" with their mouths but 
their hearts have no faith. 

These people pretend to be faithful with their words, 
but their hearts are empty from faith, and they are the 
hypocrites. 

And of the Jews..., 

The enemies of Islam and its people, they and the 
hypocrites all. 

Listen much and eagerly to lies..., 

and they accept and react to it positively. 
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listening to others who have not come to you, 
meaning, they listen to some people who do not 
attend your meetings, O Muhammad (Afe). 

Or, the Ayyat might mean, they listen to what you say 
and convey it to your enemies who do not attend your 
audience. 

The Jews Alter and Change the Law, Such As Stoning 
the Adulterer 

Allah says; they change the words from their places: 

By altering their meanings and knowingly distorting 
them after they comprehended them. 

They say, "If you are given this, take it, but if you are not 
given this, then beware!" 

It was reported that; 

This part of the Ayyat was revealed about some Jews 
who committed murder and who said to each other, 
"Let us ask Muhammad (Afe) to judge between us, 
and if he decides that we pay the Diyoh, accept his 
judgment. If he decides on capital punishment, do not 
accept his judgment." 

The correct opinion is that; 

this Ayyat was revealed about the two Jews who 
committed adultery. The Jews changed the law they 
had in their Book from Allah on the matter of 
punishment for adultery, from stoning to death, to a 
hundred flogs and making the offenders rides a donkey 
facing the back of the donkey. 

When this incident of adultery occurred after the Hijrah, 
they said to each other, "Let us go to Muhammad 
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(Afe) and seek his judgment. If he gives a ruling of 
flogging, then implement his decision and make it a 
proof for you with Allah. This way, one of Allah's 
Prophets will have upheld this ruling amongst you. But if 
he decides that the punishment should be stoning to 
death, then do not accept his decision." 

There are several Hadiths mentioning this story. 

Malik reported that Nafi said that Abdullah bin Umar 
(RA) said, 

"The Jews came to Allah's Messenger (;£$&) and 
mentioned that a man and a woman from them 
committed adultery. Allah's Messenger (;£$&) said to 
them. What do find of the ruling about stoning in the 
Towrah ? 

They said, 'We only find that they should be exposed 
and flogged.' 

Abdullah bin Salam (RA) said, 'You lie. The Tawrah 
mentions stoning, so bring the Towrah.' 

They brought the Tawrah and opened it but one of 
them hid the verse about stoning with his hand and 
recited what is before and after that verse. 

Abdullah bin Salam (RA) said to him, 'Remove your 
hand,’ and he removed it, thus uncovering the verse 
about stoning. So they said. He (Abdullah bin Salam) 
has said the truth, O Muhammad (;£$&)! It is the verse 
about stoning.' 

The Messenger of Allah (X*&) decided that the 
adulterers be stoned to death and his command was 
carried out. 
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I saw that man shading the woman from the stones 
with his body.' 1 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected this Hadith and 
this is the wording collected by Al-Bukhari. 

In another narration by Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (A&) 
said to the Jews, 

What would you do in this case? 

They said, "We would humiliate and expose them." 

The Prophet (A&) recited. Bring here the Tawrah and 
recite it, if you are truthful. (3:93) 

So they brought a man who was blind in one eye and 
who was respected among them and said to him, 
"Read (from the Tawrah)." 

So he read until he reached a certain verse and then 
covered it with his hand. He was told, "Remove your 
hand," and it was the verse about stoning. 

So that man said, "O Muhammad (Afe)! This is the verse 
about stoning, and we had hid its knowledge among 
us." 

So the Messenger (Afe) ordered that the two 
adulterers be stoned, and they were stoned. 

Muslim recorded that; 

A Jewish man and a Jewish woman were brought 
before Allah's Messenger (A&) because they 
committed adultery. The Messenger of Allah (Ait) 
went to the Jews and asked them, what is the ruling 
that you find in the Tawrah for adultery? 

They said, "We expose them, carry them (on donkeys) 
backwards and parade them in public." 


381 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Impure Heart 

The Prophet (;£$&) recited; Bring here the Tawrah and 
recite it, if you are truthful. (3:93) 

So they brought the Tawrah and read from it until the 
reader reached the verse about stoning. Then he 
placed his hand on that verse and read what was 
before and after it. 

Abdullah bin Salam (RA), who was with the Messenger 
of Allah (X$&)/ said, "Order him to remove his hand," 
and he removed his hand and under it was the verse 
about stoning. 

So the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) commanded that the 
adulterers be stoned, and they were stoned. 

Abdullah bin Umar (RA) said, "I was among those who 
stoned them and I saw the man shading the woman 
from the stones with his body." 

Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn Umar (RA)said, 

"Some Jews came to the Messenger of Allah (X$&) and 
invited him to go to the Quff area. So he went to the 
house of Al-Midras and they said, 'O Abu Al-Qasim! A 
man from us committed adultery with a woman, so 
decide on their matter.' 

They arranged a pillow for the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) 
and he sat on it and said. 

Bring the Tawrah to me. 

He was brought the Tawrah and he removed the pillow 
from under him and placed the Tawrah on it, saying, 

I trust you and He Who revealed it to you. 

He then said. Bring me your most knowledgeable 
person. So he was brought a young man... " 
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and then he mentioned the rest of the story that Malik 
narrated from Nafi. 

These Hadiths state that the Messenger of Allah 
issued a decision that conforms to the ruling in the 
Tawrah, not to honor the Jews in what they believe in, 
for the Jews were commanded to follow the Law of 
Muhammad (;£$&) only. Rather, the Prophet did 

this because Allah commanded him to do so. He asked 
them about the ruling of stoning in the Tawrah to make 
them admit to what the Tawrah contains and what 
they collaborated to hide, deny and exclude from 
implementing for all that time. They had to admit to 
what they did, although they did it while having 
knowledge of the correct ruling. 

What made them go to the Prophet (;£$&) for 
judgment in this matter were their lusts and desires, 
hoping that the Prophet (;£$&) would agree with their 
opinion, not that they believed in the correctness of his 
judgment. This is why they said (If you are given this), 
referring to flogging, then take it (but if you are not 
given this, then beware!) and do not accept or 
implement it. 

Allah said next, 

And whomsoever Allah wants to put in Fitnah, you can 
do nothing for him against Allah. Those are the ones 
whose hearts Allah does not want to purify; for them 
there is a disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a 
great torment. They (like to) listen to falsehood, to 
devour Suht. 

Ibn Mas'ud (RA) and others stated that; 

'Suht 1 refers to bribes. 
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The Ayyat states that if one is like this, how can Allah 
cleanse his heart and accept his supplication. 

Allah said to His Prophet (X$&), So if they come to 
you..., 

so that you judge between them. 

Either judge between them, or turn away from them. If 
you turn away from them, they cannot hurt you in the 
least. 

meaning, there is no harm if you do not judge between 
them. This is because when they came to you to judge 
between them; they did not seek to follow the truth, 
but only what conformed to their lusts. 

We should mention here that Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, 
'Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Zayd bin Aslam, 
Ata Al-Khurasani, and several others said that; 

This part of the Ayyat was abrogated by Allah's 
statement. 

And so judge among them by what Allah has revealed. 
(5:49) 

And if you judge, judge with justice between them, 
and with fairness, even if the Jews were unjust and 
outcasts from the path of fairness, 

Verily, Allah loves those who act justly. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[5:41] 

Allama Jalal uddin Sayuti (ra) said: 

O Messenger (X$&), let them not grieve you, the 
actions of, those who vie with one another in disbelief, 
falling headlong into it, in other words, they [who] 
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manifest it at every opportunity, of (min here is 
explicativejsuch as say with their mouths, with their 
tongues (bi-alsinatihim is semantically connected to 
qaIG, ‘[such] as say’), ‘We believe’. But their hearts do 
not believe, and these are the hypocrites. And from 
among those of Jewry, there is a folk, who listen to 
calumny, fabricated by their rabbis, listening 
acceptingly, listening to, you, on behalf of some, other 
folk, from among the Jews, who have not come to you: 

These were the inhabitants of Khaybar, among whom 
two married persons committed adultery, but whom 
they did not want to stone. And so they dispatched 
[men from] Qurayza to ask the Prophet (;£$&) about 
the ruling concerning the two; perverting words, that 
are in the Torah, such as the ‘stoning’ verse, from their 
contexts, [the contexts] in which Allah had placed 
them. That is to say, substituting them, saying, to the 
ones they dispatched: ‘If you are given this, distorted 
ruling, that is, flogging, which Muhammad (Afe) has 
pronounced for you as a ruling, then take it, accept it; 
but if you are not given it, and he pronounces some 
other ruling for you, then beware!’, of accepting it! 
Whomever Allah desires to try, to lead astray, you 
cannot avail him anything against Allah, by preventing 
such [a trial]. Those are they whose hearts Allah did not 
desire to purify, of unbelief, for had He desired it, you 
would have [been able to do something for them]; 
theirs shall be degradation in this world, humiliation, by 
being disgraced and subjected to the jizyo, and in the 
Hereafter theirs shall be a great chastisement. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


385 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Impure Heart 

Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

0 Messenger (;£$&), those who race towards disbelief 
should not be a cause of grief for you - those who say 
with their mouths, "We believe," while their hearts do 
not believe, as well as those who happen to be Jews. 
They are listeners of the lie, listeners for other people 
who did not come to you. They displace the words 
after there have been properly placed. They say, "If 
you are given this, take it, and if you are not given this, 
then avoid." And the one whom Allah wills to put to 
trial, for him you shall never be able to do anything 
against Allah. They are the ones whose hearts Allah did 
not intend to purify. For them there is humiliation in this 
world. And for them there is a great punishment in the 
Hereafter. 

Sequence of the Verses 

Continued from the third Section of Surah al-Maida was 
the subject around the People of the Book. In between, 
some other subjects, though very few, appeared 
where particularly appropriate. Now, the text resumes 
that subject which goes on further ahead. The People 
of the Book already had two groups among them. 
Joining them was a third group. They were really Jews 
who had become Muslims hypocritically. They would 
show their Muslim face before Muslims but when they 
sat with their co-religionist Jews, they mocked Islam 
and Muslims. The three verses appearing above 
concern the doings of these three groups which show 
that they prefer their desires and opinions over the 
injunctions and instructions of Almighty Allah and keep 
trying to interpret and mould them to their own 
choices. These verses tell us about the disgrace and 
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evil end of such people in this world as well as in the 
Hereafter. As a corollary, there appear some guiding 
principles and injunctions for Muslims. 

The Background of the Revelation 

Two events, which are the cause of the revelation of 
the cited verses relate to Jewish tribes who lived near 
Madinah during the blessed period of the Holy Prophet 
(Afe). One of these events was that of Qatl and Qisas 
(killing and retaliation) and the other, that of Zina 
(fornication) and its punishment. 

It is not hidden from anyone who knows history (as it is) 
that tyranny prevailed all over before the advent of 
Islam. Mastery was for the powerful and slavery, for the 
weak. The powerful and the influential had their laws 
different from the weak and the meek. Not too far is an 
extension of that approach in our own time where 
some of our so called-civilized countries had separate 
laws for the black and the white. But, across this bridge 
of history, came the blessed benefactor of humanity, 
the Arab Prophet, may the blessings of Allah be upon 
him, and peace, who alone erased these distinctions. It 
was he who first declared equality of rights for the 
progeny of Adam and taught human beings their 
essential lesson in humanity. 

Before the coming of the Holy Prophet (A&) to 
Madinah, there lived on the outskirts of Madinah two 
tribes of Jews, Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir. Out of 
the two, Banu Nadir was more powerful and wealthy 
than Banu Qurayzah who constantly suffered at their 
hands and could do nothing about it. Matters reached 
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to the point when Banu Nadir forced Banu Qurayzah to 
agree to a disgraceful pact whereby if a man from 
Banu Nadir were to kill a man from Banu Qurayzah, 
they would not have the right to take his life in Qisas 
(retaliation). Instead, stipulated the pact, they will 
receive only seventy Wasaq of dates as his blood 
money (Wasaq, Arab measure of weight equivalent to 
195.30 kg). As for the case being the reverse of it, if a 
man from Banu Qurayzah were to kill a man from Banu 
Nadir, the law will be that the killer will be killed and, on 
top of it, blood money will be taken, and that too, 
twice as much as compared to what Banu Nadir were 
entitled to, that is, one hundred and forty Wasaq of 
dates. Attached along with these were more 
conditions such as, if a woman from Banu Nadir were 
to be killed, a man from Banu Qurayzah will be killed in 
retaliation and if the person killed were to be a man, 
two men from Banu Qurayzah will be killed in retaliation 
and if a slave from Banu Nadir has been killed, a free 
man from Banu Qurayzah will be killed in retaliation 
and if one hand of a man from Banu Nadir has been 
cut by someone, two hands of a man from Banu 
Qurayzah will be cut, if one ear has been cut, two ears 
of their man will be cut. This was 'law' before Islam as it 
prevailed between these two tribes and Banu 
Qurayzah being weak had no choice but to go along 
with it. 

When the Holy Prophet (Afe) migrated to Madinah, it 
became Dar al-lslam, a homeland of Muslims. These 
two tribes had not embraced Islam up to that time nor 
were they bound to follow Islamic law under any treaty 
obligation. However, they were observing the justice 
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and common good brought in by Islamic law from a 
distance. During this period, it so happened that a man 
from Banu Qurayzah killed a certain man from Banu 
Nadir. According to the pact mentioned above, Banu 
Nadir demanded the doubled blood money (Diyat) 
from Banu Qurayzah. As said earlier, Banu Qurayzah 
was neither a part of the Muslim community nor did 
they have any existing pact with the Holy Prophet 
(;£$&). But, they were Jews who had among them many 
learned people as well. They knew on the strength of 
the prophecies of the Torah that the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) is the promised Last Prophet the glad tiding of 
which was given by the Torah. But, they had not 
declared their faith in him because of religious 
prejudice or temporal greed. Since they were 
watching that the Last Prophet's (Xyfe) religion is a 
standard-bearer of human equality and justice, they 
used it as a crutch to get rid of the tyranny of Banu 
Nadir. They refused to pay the doubled blood money 
on the plea that they belonged to the same family, 
same country, and same religion, that is, Judaism, and 
that they were not going to tolerate the unjust 
treatment meted out to them because of their 
weakness against tyranny right up to that day. 

This reply enraged Banu Nadir to the point of an 
imminent war. But, later, on the advice of some elders, 
if was decided that this matter should be taken to the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) for his decision. Banu Qurayzah 
could not have it any better. They already knew that 
the Holy Prophet was not going to allow the 

injustice of Banu Nadir to continue. As for Banu Nadir, 
though they did agree to mutual conciliation talks 
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under a situation of duress, but they also backed it up 
with a conspiracy when they sent a group of people to 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&) before their case was to be 
present in his court. These people were really their co- 
religionists, that is, they were Jews but kept in touch 
with the Holy Prophet (;£$&) by hypocritically assuring 
him of their Islam. Their objective was to somehow find 
out the view of the Holy Prophet (;&&) before he hears 
and decides the case. So, the mandate and instruction 
given to these people was that they should accept 
what he said subject to the condition that it was in 
favour of their demand, and in the eventuality that his 
judgement turned out to be contrary to this, they were 
told not to make any commitments about its 
acceptance. 

This event describing the cause of the revelation of 
these verses has been reported in detail by al-Baghawi 
while the Musnad of Ahmad and Abi Dawud have 
reported its summary from Sayyidna 'Abdullah ibn 
'Abbas (RA) - (Tafseer Mazhari). 

Similar to this, there is another event, that of Zina 
(fornication). Reporting its details, al-Baghawi says that 
it took place among the Jews of Khaybar. According 
to the punishment prescribed by the Torah, the couple 
involved had to be stoned to death. But, both of them 
belonged to some influential family. The Jews, acting in 
accordance with their old habit, looked for a softening 
of the punishment for them knowing that the religion of 
Islam gives leaves and concessions liberally. Based on 
this, they assumed that Islam would reduce this 
punishment as well. So, the people of Khaybar sent a 
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message to their clansmen of Banu Qurayzah asking 
them to have this case settled by Muhammad (Afe) & 
and along with it, they sent the two accused as well. 
Their motivation behind this action was no different as 
they too instructed their clansmen to accept the 
verdict of the Holy Prophet if the punishment 

awarded by him turned out to be light, but they were 
to reject it if the case was otherwise. At first, Banu 
Qurayzah was reluctant about the proposal. They did 
not know how he would decide the case and once 
they were there, they would have to accept the 
verdict. However, after further consultations, they 
decided that some of their chiefs should take the 
accused couple to the Holy Prophet (;£$&) and request 
him to decide the case. 

Therefore, a deputation of Ka'b ibn Ashraf and others 
accompanied by the accused couple came to the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&). They asked: 'If a married man and 
a married woman are involved in adultery, what 
punishment do they get?' He said, 'Will you accept my 
verdict?' They said that they would. At that moment, 
Sayyidna Jibril (AS) appeared with a command from 
Almighty Allah, which announced that their 
punishment was stoning to death. When these people 
heard this verdict, they were taken aback. They 
refused to accept it. 

Sayyidna Jibril advised the Holy Prophet (;£$&) that he 
should ask these people to appoint Ibn Surya as the 
arbitrator before deciding whether to accept or not to 
accept the verdict. Then, he told him about Ibn Surya 
and his identity. He asked the members of the 
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deputation if they knew the young man who is white 
but blind in one eye. He lived in Fidak and His name 
was Ibn Surya. Everyone confirmed that they did. He 
asked, 'What do you think about him?' They said, 'Of 
the learned people among Jews, there is no scholar 
greater than him on this earth. 1 He said, 'Call him in.' 

Therefore, he came. The Holy Prophet (;£$&) asked him 
on oath, 'What is the injunction of the Torah in this 
case?' He said, 'By the Being in whose name you have 
put me on oath, if you had not put me on oath in that 
manner, and I did not have the apprehension that a 
false statement on my part would make the Torah burn 
me, then, I would have not revealed the reality. The 
reality is that the Torah too, like the injunction in Islam, 
does carry the command that both of them should be 
killed by stoning ( Rajm ). 

The Holy Prophet (Xs&) said, 'What has come upon you 
now that you act against the injunction of the Torah?' 
Ibn Surya replied, 'The fact of the matter is that, 
religiously and legally, this is the punishment of adultery 
with us. However, since a prince of ours got involved in 
this crime, we showed leniency to him and let him go. 
We did not stone him to death. Later, an ordinary man 
committed the same crime. People responsible 
decided to stone him to death. The supporters of the 
criminal protested demanding that the Jewish Legal 
Punishment decided for this man should be given to 
the prince first, otherwise, they threatened, and they 
would resist and block the execution of the punishment 
against him. When things dragged on, they sat 
together and compromised on just one light 
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punishment for all, leaving the injunction of the Torah 
aside. So, we came up with a punishment which 
required some beating and the taking out of a 
procession with the culprits having their faces 
blackened with soot (a symbol of disgrace). This, then, 
became the usual custom with everyone.' 

The Jews were habitually used to issuing religious edicts 
as desired by the people, either for the benefit of 
relatives or to satisfy their greed for money, property, 
influence, and recognition. This had become a 
common custom particularly in matters involving 
punishments that they would, if an influential person 
committed the crime, they change the severe 
punishment of the Torah into an ordinary one. It is this 
behaviour pattern of theirs, which has been described, 
in the first verse (41) in the following words: (They 
displace the words after their having been placed 
properly). 

When the Holy Prophet (X$&) took up residence in 
Madinah, these people started noticing changes. The 
Islamic Rule of Law was working as a unique system. It 
was simple, open and full of conveniences. 'Then, it 
had a reasonable set-up to eradicate crimes through 
appropriate punishments. Now the people who were 
used to making the severe punishments of the Torah 
easy for their clients by changing them saw an 
opportunity for themselves whereby they could take 
such shady matters to the Holy Prophet (Afe) and 
make him their judge or arbitrator. The dual advantage 
they saw in it was that they would reap the benefits of 
all easy and light rules of Islamic Law while, at the same 
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time, they would not have to commit the crime of 
altering the Torah. But, here too, they had their 
crookedness at work as they would hold on to their 
decision of taking their case to him until such time that 
they succeeded in finding out beforehand through 
some source or ruse as to the actual verdict which 
would be delivered in their case when presented. Then, 
if they found this verdict matching their wishes, they 
would make him their arbitrator and have him decide 
their case. If it happened to be contrary to their wishes, 
they would leave it at that. Since the events of this 
nature had caused pain to the Holy Prophet (;£$&), he 
has been comforted in the opening, sentence of the 
verse that he should not grieve about their behaviour 
because it would finally turn out to be good for him. 

Then, Allah Almighty let him know that these people 
were not making him a judge in their case sincerely. 
Their intentions were mischievous. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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18.0 -Blind Heart 
(Andha Dil) 

- 18.1 

(Al Hajj- 22:46) IJ 


Have they not, then, traveled on earth so that they 
should have had hearts to understand with, or ears to 
listen with? The fact is that it is not the eyes that turn 
blind, but what turns blind is the hearts contained in the 
chests. 

Have they not traveled through the land, and have 
they hearts wherewith to understand and ears 
wherewith to hear! Verily, it is not the eyes that grow 
blind, but it is the hearts which are in the breasts that 
grow blind. 

Have they not traveled through the land, 

means, have they not traveled in the physical sense 

and also used their minds to ponder! 

That is sufficient, as Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya said in his book 
At-Tafokkur wal-l'tibar, 

"Some of the wise people said, 

'Give life to your heart with lessons, 

illuminate it with thought, 

kill it with asceticism, 

strengthen it with certain faith, 

remind it of its mortality, 

make it aware of the calamities of this world, 

warn it of the disasters that life may bring, 
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show it how things may suddenly change with the 
passing of days, 

tell it the stories of the people of the past, and 
remind it what happened to those who came before." 

Walk through their ruins; see what they did and what 
became of them, 

meaning, look at the punishments and divine wrath 

that struck the nations of the past who belied, 

and have they hearts wherewith to understand and 

ears wherewith to hear, 

meaning, let them learn a lesson from that. 

Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the 
hearts which are in the breasts that grow blind, 
means, the blind person is not the one whose eyes 
cannot see, but rather the one who has no insight. 
Even if the physical eyes are sound, they still cannot 
learn the lesson. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 22 : 46 ] 

Have they, namely, the disbelievers of Makkah, not 
travelled in the land so that they may have hearts with 
which to comprehend, what befell deniers before 
them, or ears with which to hear?, the stories of how 
they were destroyed and their dwelling-places were 
ruined, and so take heed? Indeed it is not the eyes that 
turn blind, but it is the hearts that turn blind within the 
breasts (ollatJ fTl-sudur, for emphasis). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Have they not, then, travelled on earth so that they 
should have had hearts to understand with or ears to 
listen with? The fact is that it is not the eyes that turn 
blind, but what turns blind is the hearts contained in the 
chests. 

Travels undertaken to acquire insight into things and to 
learn lessons from the past is one of the religious 
objectives 

(Have they not, then, travelled on earth so that they 
should have hearts - 22:46) This verse encourages 
travel, provided the person travelling keeps his eyes 
wide open and imbibes in his mind the lessons of 
history. The phrase (so that they should have hearts - 
22:46) suggests that a person can gain wisdom and 
intelligence by a careful study of the history of bygone 
times and an account of people who inhabited this 
world in different ages. Every event of history holds a 
lesson for a person who has insight and who does not 
regard history as a mere record of episodes and 
occurrences. Ibn Abi Hatim has written in his book 
quoting Malik Ibn Dinar Allah Taala commanded 
Sayyidna Musa (AS) to wear shoes made of iron and to 
hold in his hand a staff made of iron and travel around 
the earth until his shoes would be worn out and his staff 
broken down. (Ruh ul-Ma'aini). 

If this narration is true, then naturally it means to acquire 
knowledge and lessons from the past. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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19.0 - Locked Heart 

(Muqaf’fil Dil) 



19.1 


( Muhammad 47 :24 ) 

Then, do they not give serious thought to the Qur'an, or 
do they have locks on their hearts? 

Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there 
locks upon their hearts? 

The Command to reflect upon the Qur'an 

Commanding the people to reflect and ponder upon 
the Qur'an, and prohibiting them from turning away 
from it, Allah says in this Ayyat. 

There indeed are locks upon some hearts, firmly closing 
them so that none of its meanings can reach them. Ibn 
Jarir recorded from Hisham bin Urwah, from his father, 
may Allah be pleased with him, that; 

Allah's Messenger once recited this Ayyat, (Will 

they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there 
locks upon their hearts), and a young man from Yemen 
said, 

"Indeed, there are locks upon them - until Allah opens 
them totally or slightly." After that Umar, may Allah be 
pleased with him, always liked that young man, and 
kept that to himself until he became in charge, upon 
which he utilized him (as a consultant). 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[47:24] 

Do they not contemplate the Qur’an? and so 
recognise the truth. Or (am here is like bal, ‘nay, but') is 
it that there are locks on, their, hearts?, so they are 
unable to comprehend it. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Then, do they not give serious thought to the Qur'an, or 
do they have locks on their hearts? 

(or do they have locks on their hearts? - 47:24) 

The meaning of this phrase is synonymous with similar 
phrases in other verses of the Qur'an where words like 
khatm or fob 1 "[Allah] has set a seal [on their hearts] 
have been used to describe how the disbelievers 
refuse to employ their hearts for the comprehension of 
truth, as a natural consequence their capacities to 
distinguish right from wrong have become atrophied. 
Carelessly, committing sins all the time is the main 
cause of this. Allah forbids! 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 

For more information, please see Chapter 3.4 & 6.7 of 
Tafseer Marif ul Quran in this book. 
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20 - Silly Heart 
(Na Samajh Dil) 


Allah defined about the silly hearts in Surah Aale-lmran 
and Surah At-Touba in the Quran. 




20.1 


© Q^lk) I <j ^ ^ ' 


s > 



( Aale Imran 3:151 

We shall put awe into the hearts of those who 
disbelieve, since they have associated with Allah 
something for which He has not sent any authority. Their 
ultimate place is the Fire; and evil is the abode of the 
unjust. 

Allah warns His believing servants against obeying the 
disbelievers and hypocrites, because such obedience 
leads to utter destruction in this life and the Hereafter. 

Allah said. We shall cast terror into the hearts of those 
who disbelieve, because they joined others in worship 
with Allah, for which He sent no authority; their abode 
will be the Fire and how evil is the abode of the 
wrongdoers. 

In addition, the Two Sahihs recorded that Jabir bin 
Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

I was given five things that no other Prophet before me 
was given. 

I was aided with fear the distance of one month. 

The earth was made a Masjid and clean place for me, 
I was allowed war booty. 
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I was given the Intercession, 

and Prophets used to be sent to their people, but I was 
sent to all mankind particularly. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 3 : 151 ] 

We will cast terror (read ru‘b or ru'ub ) into the hearts of 
the disbelievers: after departing from Uhud they 
resolved to return in order to exterminate the Muslims, 
but they were terrified and did not return; for what they 
have associated, because of their associating, with 
Allah that for which He has revealed no warrant, that is, 
[no] argument in support of its worship, namely, idols; 
their abode shall be the Fire; evil is the abode, the 
resting place, of the evildoers, the disbelievers. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

We shall put awe into the hearts of those who 
disbelieve, since they have associated with Allah 
something for which He has not sent any authority. 

Their ultimate place is the Fire. And evil is the abode of 
the unjust. 

The previous verses referred to Allah Almighty as 'the 
best of helpers'; recounted here are some incidents of 
Allah's help. 

The word sultan, rendered here as 'authority' includes 
all revealed or rational bases of their position. The 
promise of casting awe and fear into the hearts of the 
disbelievers in this verse was made in the background 
of the battle of Uhud when the disbelievers of Arabia 
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marched back to Makkah without any obvious reason 
and inspite of defeat overtaking Muslims (Baydawi). 

However, after having covered a certain distance on 
their way to Makkah, they awoke to their folly. When 
they thought of marching back to Madinah, Allah 
Almighty filled their hearts with such awe and fear that 
they could not muster the courage to do so. The most 
they could do was to hire a Madinah-bound villager to 
go there and tell Muslims that they were coming back. 
But, this whole deal came into the knowledge of the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) in Madinah through revelation. He 
marched to Homro' al-Asod to apprehend them but 
they had already run away from there. 

The present verse was revealed in this background. The 
verses that follow recount, as pointed out earlier, Allah's 
help and support for Muslims in the battle of Uhud. 

The High Station of the Noble Companions: 

As obvious, the noble Companions made an error of 
judgement during the battle of Uhud, which forms the 
subject of admonition and correction in the previous 
continuity of verses. However, equally worth noticing 
here are the graces of Allah Almighty showered on the 
noble companions side by side with the element of 
warning. To begin with, by saying (SO that He may test 
you) it was made clear that this temporary setback did 
not come as punishment; rather, it was to test them. 
Then, comes the statement, which very clearly 'And, of 
course, We have forgiven you.' 
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Did the Noble Companions tilt towards the material? 

As stated in the verses, the noble Companions were 
split in two groups at that time; some sought the 
mundane while others sought the Hereafter. The 
question is as to what was done by these revered 
Companions, which identifies them with the seekers of 
the mundane. Obviously, it was their intention to go 
and collect spoils, which has been equated with the 
seeking of the mundane. Let us now figure out the 
reality. If they had held on to their assigned post of duty 
and, as a result, had not taken part in the collection of 
spoils, would it have made their due share in the spoil 
any lesser? And, did their participation entitle them to 
some larger share? The Law of Spoils as authentically 
proved by the Qur'an and Hadith is common 
knowledge. They, as the first observers of the operation 
of the Law, knew it beyond doubt that their due share 
in the spoils was under no condition subject to being 
more or less. The fact was that their share in the spoils 
would have remained the same whether they helped 
in the collection of spoils or remained on guard at the 
appointed place of duty. 

Keeping this in view, it is obvious that their action 
cannot be classed as the unqualified pursuit of the 
material. Instead of that, it is participation in what 
mujahidin are supposed to do. However, given the 
workings of human nature, the thought of spoils 
entering their hearts at that time is not very 
unimaginable. But, Allah Almighty has His ways with 
people; He very much likes to see the hearts of the 
Companions of His Messenger (A&) clean and 
untouched even by the remotest idea of any tilt 
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towards material possession. So, this very idea of going 
to possess things of dunya has been equated with 
'seeking of the mundane' which explains the element 
of divine distaste for the action. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



(At Touba - 9:127) 


20.2 


And when a Surah is sent down, they look at each 
other (as if saying): Is there someone watching you? 
Then they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts, 
because they are a people who do not understand. 

And whenever there comes down a Surah, they look at 
one another (saying): "Does anyone see you!" Then 
they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts because 
they are a people that understand not. 


Hypocrites suffer Afflictions 

Allah says, 

See them not that they are put in trial, being tested, 
once or twice every year! Yet, they turn not in 
repentance, nor do they learn a lesson. 

They neither repent from their previous sins nor learn a 
lesson for the future. 

Mujahid said that; 

Hypocrites are tested with drought and hunger. 

Allah said; And whenever there comes down a Surah, 
they look at one another (saying): "Does anyone see 
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you!" Then they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts 
because they are a people that understand not. 

This describes the hypocrites that when a Surah is 
revealed to the Messenger of Allah (they look at 

one another), they turn their heads, right and left, 
saying ("Does anyone see you!" Then they turn away. ..) 
Turning away from, and shunning the truth. 

This is the description of hypocrites in this life, for they do 
not remain where the truth is being declared, neither 
accepting nor understanding it, just as Allah said in 
other Ayyat, 

Then what is wrong with them that they turn away from 
admonition As if they were wild donkeys. Fleeing from a 
lion. (74:49-51) 

and, So what is the matter with those who disbelieve 
that they hasten to hear from you. (Sitting) in groups on 
the right and on the left. (70:36-37) 

This Ayyat also means, what is the matter with these 
people who turn away from you to the right and to the 
left, to escape from truth and revert to falsehood. 

Allah's statement. Then they turn away. Allah has 
turned their hearts (from Truth) is similar to, 

So when they turned away, Allah turned their hearts 
away. (61:5). 

Allah said next, because they are a people that 
understand not. 

They neither understand Allah's Word nor attempt to 
comprehend it nor want it. Rather, they are too busy, 
turning away from if. This is why they ended up in this 
condition. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[ 9 : 127 ] 

And whenever a sOrah is revealed, wherein is mention 
of them, and the Prophet (;£$&) recites it, they look at 
one another, desiring to flee, and saying: ‘Will anyone 
see you?’, if you get up [and flee]?, and so if no one 
can see them they get up [and leave], otherwise they 
stay put. Then they turn away, persisting in their 
disbelief. Allah turns their hearts away, from guidance, 
because they are a folk who do not understand, the 
truth, for they do not reflect [on it]. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And when a Surah is sent down, they look at each 
other (as if saying): "Is there someone watching you?" 
Then they slip off. Allah has turned their hearts, because 
they are a people who do not understand. 

(They are put to trial every year once or twice), 
hypocrites have been warned about their incorrigible 
hypocrisy and constant breach of trust, which brought 
all sorts of troubles for them every year once or twice. 
They saw the defeat of their disbelieving accomplices, 
the kuffar of Makkah. Then, they had to face the 
disgrace brought upon them when their hypocrisy was 
exposed. So, there was no dearth of warning signals for 
them. Incidentally, the count of 'once' or 'twice' here 
does not signify the numbers one and two as such. In 
fact, the purpose is to stress that this chain of action 
and reaction keeps moving all the time yet they take 
no lesson from what happens to them. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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21.0 - Guided Heart 

(Hidayat Yafta Dil) 


About the guided hearts Allah mentioned on six 
occurrences in the Quran. 


£ 4 . I j j?S If 1 ji j!5 4' J4£ ' - 21.1 
tiL& ^ IS sTjt-l ij, 

^ U) ^ 

( Aale Imran - 3 : 1 03 ) O ^©xiiJ 


Hold fast, all of you, to the cord of Allah, and be not 
divided. Remember the blessing of Allah upon you: 
When you were enemies to each other, and He 
brought your hearts together, so that, you became 
brothers through His blessing. You were at the brink of a 
pit of Fire, and then He saved you from it. This is how 
Allah makes His signs clear to you, so that you may take 
the right path. 


Regarding this Ayyat, Ibne Kathir (ra) discussed in his 
Tafseer: 

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, 
and be not divided among yourselves, and remember 
Allah's favour on you, for you were enemies of one 
another but He joined your hearts together, so that, by 
His grace, you became brethren, and you were on the 
brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus 
Allah makes His Ayyat clear to you, that you may be 
guided. 
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Meaning of 'Taqwa of Allah 

Allah says, O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah as 
is His due, Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud (RA) commented on the Ayyat (Have Taqwa 
of Allah as is His due), 

"That He is obeyed and not defied, remembered and 
not forgotten and appreciated and not 
unappreciated." This has an authentic chain of 
narration to Abdullah bin Mas'ud (RA). 

Al-Hakim collected this Hadith in his Mustadrak, from 
Ibn Mas'ud (RA), who related it to the Prophet (A&). 

Al-Hakim said, "It is authentic according to the criteria 
of the Two Sheikhs (Al-Bukhari and Muslim), and they 
did not record it." 

This is what he said, but it appears that it is only a 
statement of Abdullah bin Mas'ud (RA), and Allah 
knows best. 

It was also reported that Anas (RA) said, 

"The servant will not have Taqwa of Allah as is His due 
until he keeps his tongue idle." 

Allah's statement and die not except as (true) Muslims, 
means, preserve your Islam while you are well and safe, 
so that you die as a Muslim. 

The Most Generous Allah has made it His decision that 
whatever state one lives in, that is what he dies upon 
and is resurrected upon. We seek refuge from dying on 
other than Islam. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Mujahid said. 
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"The people were circling around the Sacred House 
when Ibn Abbas (RA) was sitting, holding a bent- 
handled walking stick. Ibn Abbas (RA) said. The 

Messenger of Allah (;£$&) [recited (Have Taqwa of 
Allah as is His due, die not except as (true) Muslims] 
then he (RA) said; 

Verily, if a drop of Zaqqum (a tree in Hell) falls, it will 
spoil life for the people of earth. What about those 
whose food is only from Zaqqum ?" 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, 
Ibn Hibban in his Sahih and Al-Hakim his Mustadrak. 
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih," while Al-Hakim said; "It 
meets the conditions of the Two Sahihs and they did 
not record it." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir (RA) said that; 

Three nights before the Messenger of Allah (X$&) died 
he heard him saying; 

None of you should die except while having sincere 
trust in Allah, the Exalted and Most Honorable. 

Muslim also recorded it. 

The Two Sahihs record that Abu Hurayrah (RA) said that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

Allah said, "I am as My servant thinks of Me." 

The Necessity of Holding to the Path of Allah and the 
Community of the Believers 

Allah said next. And hold fast, all of you together, to the 
Rope of Allah, and be not divided among yourselves. 
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It was said that, (to the Rope of Allah), 

Refers to Allah's covenant, just as Allah said in the 
following Ayyat (Indignity is put over them wherever 
they may be, except when under a covenant (of 
protection) from Allah, and from men); (3:112) in 
reference to pledges and peace treaties. 

Allah's statement (and be not divided among 
yourselves), orders sticking to the community of the 
believers and forbids division. 

There are several Hadiths that require adhering to the 
Jamo'ah (congregation of believers) and prohibit 
division. 

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah (RA) said that the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

It pleases Allah for you to acquire three qualities and 
displeases Him that you acquire three characteristics. 

It pleases Him that; 

You worship Him Alone and not associate anything or 
anyone with Him in worship, 

That you hold on to the Rope of Allah altogether and 
do not divide, and 

That you advise whoever Allah appoints as your 
Leader. 

The three that displease Him are that; 

you say, 'It was said,’ and, 'So-and-so said,’ asking 

many unnecessary questions and wasting money. 

Allah said, and remember Allah's favour on you, for you 
were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts 
together, so that, by His grace, you became brethren. 
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This was revealed about the Aws and Khazraj. During 
the time of Johiliyyoh, the Aws and Khazraj were at war 
and had great hatred, enmity and ill feelings towards 
each other, causing long conflicts and battles to occur 
between them. When Allah brought Islam, those 
among them who embraced it became brothers who 
loved each other by Allah's grace, having good ties for 
Allah's sake and helping each other in righteousness 
and piety. 

Allah said. He it is Who has supported you with His Help 
and with the believers. And He has united their hearts. If 
you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not 
have united their hearts, but Allah has united them. 
Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise. (8:62-63) 

And you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He 
saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayyat clear to 
you, that you may be guided. 

Before Islam, their disbelief had them standing at the 
edge of a pit of the Fire, but Allah saved them from it 
and delivered them to faith. The Messenger of Allah 

(Afe) reminded the Ansar (from both Aws and Khazraj) 
of this bounty when he was dividing the war booty of 
Hunayn. During that time, some Ansar did not like the 
way the booty was divided, since they did not get 
what the others did, although that was what Allah 

directed His Prophet (;£$&) to do. 

The Messenger of Allah (X$&) gave them a speech, in 
which he said, 
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O Ansar! Did I not find you misguided and Allah 
directed you to guidance because of me! 

Were you not divided beforehand and Allah united 
you around me! 

Were you not poor and Allah enriched you because of 
me! 

Whenever the Prophet (Afe) asked them a question, 
they would answer, "Indeed, Allah and His Messenger 
( Afe) have granted us bounty." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 3 : 103 ] 

Allama Jalal uddin Sayuti (ra) said in his Tafseer: 

And hold fast to, clutch, Allah’s bond, namely, His 
religion, together, and do not scatter, after submitting 
[to Islam], Remember Allah’s grace, His bestowing of 
favours, upon you. O companies of the Aws and the 
Khazraj, when you were enemies, and He brought your 
hearts together, through Islam, so that by His grace you 
became brothers, in religion and comradeship. And 
you were upon the brink, the edge, of a pit of fire, such 
that to fall into it you only had to die disbelieving; but 
He delivered you from it, through belief. So, just as He 
has made clear for you what has been mentioned, 
Allah makes clear to you His signs that you might be 
guided. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) described this Ayyat in 
detail: 
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Moreover, hold on to the cord of Allah, all of you, and 
be not divided. And remember the blessing of Allah 
upon you: When you were enemies to each other, and 
He brought your hearts together, then you, with His 
grace, became brothers. And you were at the brink of 
a pit of Fire, then, He saved you from it. This is how Allah 
makes His signs clear to you, so that you may take the 
right path. 

Commentary 

In the previous verses, Muslims were warned that the 
people, of the Book, and others, want them to go 
astray from the right path so Muslims must remain 
vigilant of their moves and take steps to counter their 
anti-Muslim activities. 

In the two verses appearing here, two important 
principles have been given which go to make the 
collective strength of Muslims impregnable these are: 

1. Taqwa 

2. Unity 

The first principle appears in the first of the two verses. 
The second principle follows in the second verse. The 
first principle stated in the said verse is that one must 
'fear Allah', that is, one should organize and manage 
his life with a full sense of responsibility before Allah, 
avoiding all that is forbidden or undesirable, doing so in 
a manner 'which is His due'. 

What is Taqwa? 

In Arabic, the word, 'Taqwa is used to denote 
avoidance and abstinence. It is translated as 'fear' in 
the sense that things one is asked to abstain from are 
nothing but things that cause fear, or alert one to the 
danger of Divine retribution. 
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Taqwa has its own degrees; the lowest is to avoid Kufr 
and Shirk, that is, disbelieving in Allah and His Message 

(Afe) and attributing partners to His Divinity. In this 

sense, every Muslim can be counted as Muttoqf (one 
who has the quality of Taqwa), even if he is involved in 
sins. At several places in the Holy Qur'an, the words, 
'Muttaqin' (Plural of Muttaqi) and 'Taqwa' have been 
used in that sense as well. What is desirable falls under 
the second degree of Taqwa that is, to avoid that 
which is disliked by Allah and His Messenger (A&t). The 

merits and blessings of Taqwa enumerated in the 
Qur'an and Hadith have been promised on this degree 
of avoidance and abstinence. 

As far as the third degree of Taqwa is concerned, this is 
a high station destined for prophets (Afe), their 
devoted deputies and men of Allah, for it are not within 
the grasp of everybody. To stand guard over one's 
heart against the onslaught of what does not relate to 
Allah, and to keep it filled with the remembrance of 
Allah and the desire to seek His pleasure, are great 
assignments. 

The meaning of Taqwa 'as due' 

While giving a directive to attain 'Taqwa the Holy 
Qur'an has qualified the word of Taqwa with, (a fear 
which is His due) which means that one should seek to 
attain a degree of Taqwa which it inherently deserves. 
The blessed Companions have explained this, 
'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (RA), Rabi’, Qatadah and Hasan 
al-Basri (ra) in the following words: 
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'A fear which is His due' means that one obeys, then 
does not disobey; remembers then does not forget; 
and is grateful, then does not become ungrateful.' 
(Al-Bahr Al-Muhit) 

The above explanation has also been reported with its 
chain of authorities ascending to the Holy Prophet 
) himself. 

Major commentators have explained the sense of the 
above report differently. For instance, some say that 
the due fear of Allah means that, in obedience to 
Allah, one should dismiss all derogatory criticism, no 
matter where it comes from, always standing firm on 
what is just, even if, by being just, he has to hurt his own 
self, or his children, or his parents. Some say, that one 
can never hope to achieve 'Taqwa as due' unless he 
protects his tongue. 

There is another verse in the Holy Qur'an where it is said: 
Fear Allah as much as you can. (64:1 6) 

According to the blessed Companions, Ibn 'Abbas (RA) 
and Tawus (RA), this is really nothing but an explanation 
of (a fear which is His due). It means that should one be 
doing his best, using all his attention and energy to 
guard against evil, the obligation of Taqwa shall stand 
fulfilled. If one, who has already done everything he 
could, happens to fall a victim to something 
impermissible, that would not be considered being 
against 'Taqwa as due'. 

The statement which follows immediately: ( and let not 
yourself die save as Muslims) tells us that Taqwa is, in 
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reality, the whole of Islam since the total obedience to 
Allah and His Messenger (Afe), and the total 
avoidance of disobedience both to Allah and His 
Messenger is what Taqwa is all about; and this is 
what Islam is. 

The command in the verse, 'and let not yourself die 
save as Muslims' raises a possible doubt as man does 
not control death, it may come anytime, anywhere. 
This doubt is remove when we consider the Hodith. 

'As you live, so shall you die; and as you die, so shall 
you be raised’. 

Therefore, anyone who is determined to live his entire 
life by the tenets of Islam, and to the best of his 
determination and ability, acts accordingly, his death 
will definitely come, Allah willing, on a state of Islam. 
Now, about some hadith narrations where it is said that 
there will be people who may have spent a lifetime of 
good deeds, yet the entire roster of such deeds shall 
go waste because of something awful they did later. 
Such fate can befall those people only who did not act 
with sincerity and steadfastness from the very 
beginning. And Allah knows best. 

UNITY: The second principle of collective Muslim 
strength: 

(And hold on to the cord of Allah, all of you), the 
golden principle of unity has been presented with 
great eloquence and wisdom, for the principle, being 
the only effective binding factor, has been identified 
before the command to unite was given, following 
which, came the prohibition of disunity and chaos. 


418 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


Guided Heart 


Elaborating this a little, that can be said that unity is 
something good and desirable, a premise generally 
approved by all human beings, no matter what place, 
time, religion or life style they adhere to. A person, who 
considers fights and disputes as something useful, and 
good in themselves, would be hard to find anywhere. 
This is why all groups and parties around the world 
invariably ask people to unite, but experience shows 
that all is not well in world affairs. No doubt, not 
everybody agrees that unity is useful, and necessary, 
yet humanity is dividing apart in sects, groups and 
parties. Then, there is a whole chain of sects within 
sects and parties within parties, reaching the limits of 
absurdity where even the unity of two people, in the 
real sense, has become a myth. A few people get 
together, agree on something under the driving force 
of temporary objectives; then, no sooner do interests 
get served, or remain unrealized, unity evaporates in 
thin air, and instead, there remains the fall-out of 
mutual bickering and hostility. 

With a little deliberation, it will become clear that every 
group, every sect, almost every person would like to 
unite people on some self-made programme, while the 
position is that other people have their own self-'made 
programmes. Therefore, rather than agree with them, 
they invite others to line up under their programme. 
Therefore, all calls for unity end up in break-ups and 
chaos among parties and persons. Thus, stuck in this 
quagmire of differences, humanity at large is the loser. 

Therefore, the Holy Qur’an has not stopped at giving 
sermons on unity and order, instead, it has also come 
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forward with a just principle, which would help achieve 
and sustain the desired state of affairs in the world, 
something in which no group should find a ground for 
differences. The truth of the matter is that imposing a 
system or programme conceived by one or some 
members of the human race on other human beings, 
and hoping that all of them will accept it unanimously, 
is simply against common sense, and justice, and is 
nothing but cheeky self-deception. However, the 
system and the programme given by the Creator - 
Sustainer of all the worlds, the Rabb al-'Alamin, is 
something all human beings should naturally agree 
upon. No rational human being can deny it on 
principle. Now, the only possible inroad to difference 
here can show up in the actual identification of the 
system given by the Sovereign of Sovereigns, the Rabb, 
The Lord. Which is it? The Jews say it is the system of the 
Torah, the Christians say it is the system of the Evangile; 
both say Allah sent it and it is necessary to act upon it. 
The approach goes as far as even the polytheists, who 
have groups among them attributing their respective 
religious rites to none but god. 

But, if man could rise a little above his group prejudice 
and the blind following of ancestors, using his own 
God-given reason. He would stand face to face with 
the reality without any frills; the reality that the Last of 
the Prophets, has come with the last message of 

Allah Almighty in the form of the Holy Qur'an and that, 
at this point of time, there is no other system or living 
pattern acceptable in the sight of Allah Almighty. 
Leaving this wider focus aside, we can turn to the first 
and present addressees of the Qur'an. The Muslims who 
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believe that in the world as we have found it, the Holy 
Qur'an is the only way of life revealed by Allah Almighty 
without any shadow of doubt in it, and since Allah 
Almighty has Himself taken the responsibility of 
protecting it. There is just no possibility of interpolation 
or change in it right through to the Day of Judgement. 

With this position in view, I leave the part of the subject 
dealing with non-Muslim groups for some other 
occasion and say to Muslims alone who, being 
believers in the Quran, have no 'other alternative line of 
action except this. If different parties among Muslims 
were to unite on the system of the Holy Qur'an, 
thousands of their differences based on group, race 
and country would be resolved instantly, which block 
the road to human progress. Whatever difference may 
remain among Muslims would possibly be in the 
understanding and the interpretation of the Qur’an. If 
such difference stays within limits, it is neither 
blameworthy nor harmful to collective human living. In 
fact, the existence of such difference of opinion 
among the learned is natural. Therefore, exercising 
restraint and observing limits should not be so difficult to 
manage. Contrary to this, if our parties were to go on 
fighting in complete disregard to the Qur'an then, they 
would not be left with any possibility of correction. It is 
this chronic dissension and disorder, which the Holy 
Qur'an has sternly forbidden, and it is because of this 
abandonment of a great Quranic principle that our 
community at large is wasting its potential by 
succumbing to chaos and factionalism. 
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The Holy Qur'an, in the present verse, shows us the way 
as to how we can eliminate this tendency to become 
divided when it says: 

And hold on to the cord of Allah, all of you. 

Here, (the cord of Allah) means the Holy Qur'an. The 
blessed Companion, 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (RA) is the 
narrator of the hodith in which the Holy Prophet (;£$&) 
has been reported to have said: 

The Book of Allah is the cord of Allah, extended from 
the heavens to the earth. 

In another narration of the hadith by the noble 
Companion, Zayd ibn Arqam (RA), the words are: The 
cord of Allah is the Qur'an (Ibn Kathir). 

In Arabic usage, the word, 'hobl' also means 'covenant' 
and, in an absolute sense, it covers everything that can 
be used as a connecting link. The metaphor of 'cord' 
has been used for the Qur'an or the Faith to suggest 
that this is the connecting link which, on one side, 
establishes the lines of communion between those who 
believe and their Lord, while, on the other side, it brings 
all those who believe close together, forming one 
group. 

In short, this one statement of the Qur'an is full of wise 
rules of conduct. To begin with, it can be said that man 
must firmly act in accordance with the way of life 
revealed by Allah Almighty, that is, the Holy Qur'an. 
Then comes the unity of action, that is, all Muslims 
should join hands to act in accordance with it. The 
result will be that Muslims will become united and 
organized as if they were a group holding on to the 
same cord firmly, turning the whole group into a 
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powerful single body. The Holy Qur'an has explained 
this mystique of Muslim unity more clearly in another 
verse where it was said: 

Surely, those who believe and do good deeds, among 
them the All-Merciful Allah shall create (mutual) 
affection. (19:96) 

Also present here is a subtle analogy focused on 
Muslims holding fast to the Book of Allah. Their effort 
resembles the effort of those who would grip a strong 
rope while climbing and thus remain protected against 
a fall. So, the hint is: If Muslims keep holding on to the 
Book of Allah with their total strength, all in unison, no 
Satan will ever succeed in dividing them. As a result, 
like their individual life, the collective strength of the 
Muslim community as well shall become stable and 
impregnable. Keeping a firm grip on the Qur'an is 
something, which helps in uniting scattered forces 
through which a dead nation gets new life. Allah 
forbid, if Muslims break away from it, it is certain that 
their national and collective life will be ruined, and 
when this happens, their individual life is not likely to 
fare any better. 

Islam is the only source of the Muslim Unity 

Unity and agreement need a centre of attraction or a 
common idea. This idea of a centre has been different 
with different peoples of the world. Somewhere it was 
race and tribal affinity. For instance, among the tribal 
complex of Arabia, Quraysh was one nation and Banu- 
Tamim another. There were other places where colour 
was the criterion, with black people taken as one 
nation, and the white people as another. There were 
still other places where the geographical or lingual 
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factor was the centre of unity making Indian one 
nation and the Arab, another. Then there were areas 
where people rallied around ancestral customs 
drawing a line between those who follow these 
customs and those who do not, for instance, the Arya 
Samajists in India. 

The Holy Qur'an, bypassing all these, made the Book of 
Allah basis of unity, that is, the system revealed by Allah 
Almighty. In a single stroke, it declared that Muslims are 
a nation attached to 'Hoblillah', the cord of Allah, and 
those who disbelieve are another nation, not attached 
to this strong 'cord' or 'rope'. The statement: (It is He 
who created you. So, some of you are infidels and 
some of you are believers) means just this. Therefore, 
the unifying factors of geography, race, tribe or 
language do not deserve to be the centre of affinity for 
man generally has no control over them. One cannot 
have them by personal effort or choice. Black cannot 
become white, a Qurayshi cannot become a Tamimi, 
and an Indian cannot become an Arab. Such unities 
can exist in a very limited frame; they can never claim 
to have assembled the whole humanity under their 
umbrella hoping to have the entire world gathered on 
a united platform. This is why the Holy Qur'an has made 
the Divinely revealed way of life as the centre of unity, 
something one can elect to have for himself. Everyone 
from the East or the West, black or white, speaking 
Arabic or English or any other language, coming from 
any family, any tribe, any human group, can freely 
make this centre of unity his own as the most rational 
and correct choice available. Then, humankind can 
come close together around this centre and become 
brothers and sisters to one another. 
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What needed is a little impartial thinking, a slight rising 
above custom, prejudice and habit, because of which, 
the seeker shall be striking the best bargain of his life. 
Hopefully, he will discover for himself the way of life 
revealed by Allah Almighty, understand it, and follow it 
holding fast on to this strong medium of communion 
with Allah. As a result of this, the whole humanity will 
become beneficially concentric, having the centre of 
Allah’s-given guidance in common. 

Consequently, every individual member of this great 
brotherhood will be able to tune his deeds, material 
and spiritual, to the jointly accepted way of life from 
Allah. 

Here is the principle, wise and correct, of which Muslims 
can be proud, and confident when inviting others to 
join in. Unfortunately, conspiracies hatched by the 
Europeans, for centuries to crush the Muslim unity have 
succeeded in dividing the ranks of those who claim to 
be Muslims. 

Now they have themselves accepted the differences 
of race, language and nationalities as the dividing 
forces, and the link of Muslim unity stands severed by 
the concept of Arabs and Non-Arabs, Indians and non- 
Indians etc. The Holy Qur'an proclaims a universal 
reality, loudly and openly, repeatedly, that these 
distinctions are ill founded and divisive and any unity 
based on them shall remain irrational and false. 
Eccentricity is not the solution for Muslims who have no 
choice but to 'hold on to the cord of Allah', all of them, 
as a way of life. This has given them a place of honour 
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earlier, and if there is yet another success destined for 
them, this is how it would come again. 

Before we move on to the second part of the verse, let 
us remember the two distinct instructions given to 
Muslims in this verse, that is, they should first live by the 
system prescribed for them by Allah Almighty, then, 
they should hold fast to 'the cord of Allah' all together. 
This is how the Muslim ummah gained ascendance in 
the past and there is no reason why, it will not rise 
again. 

This far the discussion revolved around the positive 
aspect of unity among Muslims. The text now takes up 
the negative aspect when it says: (And be not 
divided). This is another example of the peculiarly wise 
style of the Holy Qur'an when it would highlight the 
positive aspect first, then identify the negative, and 
forbid the later. In another verse, it was said: 

Surely, this is the straight path, so, follow it. And do not 
follow (other) ways which will cause you to become 
separated from His way. (6:153) 

Since disunity is the first and the last reason behind the 
destruction of a nation, therefore, the Holy Qur'an has 
repeatedly forbidden it in various ways. It has been said 
in another verse: 

Those who have made divisions in their religion and 
become sects, you have nothing to do with them. 
(6:159) 

Also narrated in the Holy Qur'an are events concerning 
communities led by their prophet's (AS) communities, 
which fell into temporal and eternal disgrace because 
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of their mutual disputes and disunity, which turned 
them away from the honest pursuit of their central 
purpose of life. 

The Holy Prophet has said that there are three 

things, Allah Almighty has liked for you while there are 
three others He has disliked. The ones He has liked are 
as follows: 

1 . That your worship should be for Allah alone and that 
you should not attribute partners to His divinity. 

2. That you should hold on to the Book of Allah firmly 
and avoid disunity. 

3. That you should have goodwill for those in authority 
from among you. 

The three things which cause Allah's displeasure are: 

1. Unnecessary argumentation. 

2. Needless asking. 

3. Wastage of resources. 

[Ibn Kathir from Abi Hurayrah (RA)] 

Differences and their Limits 

A question that remains unanswered: Is every 

difference to be despised or is there a sort of 
difference, which can be called blameworthy? The 
answer not every difference is blameworthy or 
despicable. A blameworthy difference is one in which 
individuals and groups stay away from the Qur'an and 
think in terms of their whims and wishes. But, should it be 
that everyone stays united in and around the Qur'an 
and at the same time, continues to accept the 
explanation and detail coming from the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) and then, on the basis of Allah’s-given natural 
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ability and intellectual quality. Expresses differences in 
opinion about subsidiaries of religion, in which case, this 
difference will be natural and Islam does not forbid it. 

The difference among the blessed Companions and 
their Successors and among leading juristic authorities 
was of this nature. It was nothing but the difference 
that was called a 'mercy' for the community. 

However, if these very subsidiary debates were to be 
invested with the status of the mainstream of religion, 
and differences arising out of them were to become a 
cause of controversy, confrontation, insult and 
vilification, then, this too will be considered 
blameworthy. 

The Blessing of Brotherhood 

The text, after making the two aspects of unity clear, 
points out to the conditions prevailing among pre-Islam 
Arabs. Because of tribal rivalries, incessant warfare and 
long-drawn blood feuds, the entire nation was on the 
brink of total ruin. What saved them from the fire of 
hatred was nothing but these blessings of Islam. So, it 
was said: 

And remember the blessing of Allah upon you: When 
you were enemies to each other, and He brought your 
hearts together, then you, with His grace, became 
brothers. And you were at the brink of a pit of the Fire, 
then. He saved you from it. (103) 

In other words, by erasing out deep-seated enmities 
going back to centuries, Allah Almighty made them 
brothers to each other through the benediction of 
Islam and the noble Prophet This made their life 
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worth living, materially and spiritually, establishing 
between them such exemplary friendship that even 
their enemies found it awesome. Where in the 
completely wide world would they have found this 
brotherly unity, this enormous blessing of Allah, even if 
they were to spend the combined treasures of the 
world? 

If we recollect what was said in the opening remarks 
under these verses, we can see very clearly that the 
present- verse helps eliminate the mischief engineered 
by the wicked when they tried to disunite the tribes of 
Aws and Khazraj by reminding them of their past feuds. 
The lesson is: Once in Islam, division is unthinkable. 

Unity among Muslims depends on obedience to Allah: 

The above statement of the Holy Qur'an unravels yet 
another mystery. We now know that, in reality, Allah 
Almighty is the Master of hearts. Activating mutual love 
and consideration in the hearts of a people is purely a 
Divine blessing. Obvious along with it is the fact that 
one can become deserving of the blessings of Allah 
only through obedience to Him. With disobedience 
and sin, one cannot hope to have this reward. 

It also follows from here that for Muslims, if they desire to 
have a stable organization among them, and unity, the 
only alternative open is that they should make 
obedience to Allah their life style. This point has been 
hinted at towards the end of the verse where it was 
said: 

This is how Allah makes His signs clear to you, so that 
you may take the right path. (103) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( AlHajj -22:54) 

and so that those who have been given knowledge 
may know that it [i.e. the revelation recited by the 
prophet (Afe)] is the truth from your Lord, and they 
may believe in it and their hearts may become humble 
towards it. Allah is the Guide of the believers to the 
straight path. 


And that those who have been given knowledge may 
know that it is the truth from your Lord, so that they may 
believe therein, 

means, 'so that those who have been given beneficial 
knowledge with which they may differentiate between 
truth and falsehood, those who believe in Allah and His 
Messenger (Afe), may know that what We have 
revealed to you is the truth from your Lord, Who has 
revealed it by His knowledge and under His protection, 
and He will guard it from being mixed with anything 
else.' Indeed, it is the Wise Book which. 

Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind 
it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise 
(Allah). (41:42) 

(so that they may believe therein), 

means, that they may believe that it is true and act 

upon it. 

and their hearts may submit to it with humility. 
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means, that their hearts may humble themselves and 
accept it. 

And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to 
the straight path. 

means, in this world and in the Hereafter. In this world. 
He guides them to the truth and helps them to follow it 
and to resist and avoid falsehood; in the Hereafter, He 
will guide them to the straight path which leads to the 
degrees of Paradise, and He will save them from the 
painful torment and the dismal levels of Hell. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[22:54] 

And that those who have been given knowledge, [of] 
Allah’s Oneness and the Qur’an, may know that it, the 
Qur’an, is the truth from your Lord, so that they may 
believe therein, and their hearts may find reassurance 
in it. And assuredly Allah guides those who believe to a 
straight path, [a straight] route, namely, the religion of 
Islam. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 




( Al Zumr - 39 :23 ) 
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Allah has sent down the best discourse, a book 
containing subjects resembling each other, mentioned 
again and again, shivered from which are the skins of 
those who have awe of their Lord. Then, their skins and 
their hearts become soft enough to tend to the 
remembrance of Allah. This is the Guidance of Allah 
with which He brings to the right path whomsoever He 
wills. As for the one whom Allah lets go astray, for him 
there is no one to guide. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) discussed this Ayyat in detail: 

Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, its 
parts resembling each other, (and) oft-repeated. 

The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 
their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of 
Allah. That is the guidance of Allah. 

He guides there with whom He wills; and whomever 
Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide. 

The Description of the Qur'an 

Here Allah praises His Book, the Noble Qur'an, which 
was revealed to His noble Messenger (;£$&)• 

Allah says, Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a 
Book, its parts resembling each other (and) oft- 
repeated. 

Mujahid said, "This means that the entire Qur'an's parts 
resemble each other and are oft-repeated." 

Qatadah said, "One Ayyat resembles another and one 
letter resembles another." 

Ad-Dahhak said, "It is oft-repeated so that people will 
understand what their Lord tells them." 
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Ikrimah and Al-Hasan said, 

"There may be an Ayyat in one Surah, and another 
Ayyat in another Surah that resembles it." 

Sa'id bin Jubayr (RA) narrated from Ibn Abbas, may 
Allah be pleased with him: 

"Oft- repeated means that parts of the Qur'an 
resemble one another and repeat one another." 

Some of the scholars said that it was narrated from 
Sufyan bin 'Uyaynah that (its parts resembling each 
other (and) oft-repeated), means, that some passages 
of the Qur'an may sometimes refer to one thing, so they 
resemble one another, and sometimes they mention a 
thing and its opposite. Such as when the believers then 
the disbelievers are mentioned, or when Paradise then 
Hell are described, and so on, and this is the meaning 
of oft-repeated. 

Examples include the Ayyat: Verily, the most righteous 
will be in delight; and verily, the most wicked will be in 
the blazing Fire (Hell). (82:13-14) 

(Nay! Truly, the Record of the most wicked is 
(preserved) in Sijjin), until (Nay! Verily, the Record of 
the most righteous is (preserved) in llliyyin), (83: 7-18) 

(This is a Reminder. And verily, for those who have 
Toqwo is a good final return (Paradise)), until (This is so! 
And for those who transgress, there will be an evil final 
return (Fire)). (38:49-55) 

And there are other similar passages. All of this has to 
do with it being oft-repeated, i.e., when two meanings 
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are referred to. But when a passage is about one thing, 
with some parts of it resembling others, this is; 

"its parts resembling each other." 

This is not the same as the Mutoshobihot mentioned in 
the Ayyat; 

In it are Ayyat that are entirely clear, they are the 
foundations of the Book; and others not entirely clear. 
( 3 : 7 ) 

that refers to something else altogether. 

The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then 
their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of 
Allah. 

means, this is the description of the righteous, when 
they hear the Words of the Compeller, the Protector, 
the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving, because they 
understand the promises and warnings contained 
therein. The frightening words and threats make their 
skin shiver from fear. 

(Then their skin and their heart soften to the 
remembrance of Allah), because of their hope for His 
mercy and kindness. They are unlike others, the wicked, 
immoral sinners, in a number of ways: 

First they listen to the recitation of the Ayyat (of the 
Qur'an), while those (sinners) listen to poetic verse 
recited by female singers. 

Second When the Ayyat of Ar-Rahman is recited to 
them; they fall down in prostration weeping, with the 
proper attitude of fear, hope, love, understanding and 
knowledge, as Allah says: 

The believers are only those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His 
Ayyat are recited unto them, they increase their faith; 
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and they put their trust in their Lord; Who perform the 
Salah and spend out of that We have provided them. It 
is they who are the believers in it. 

For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and 
forgiveness and a generous provision (i.e.. Paradise). 
(8:2-4) 

And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayyat 
of their Lord, fall not on them (as if they were) deaf and 
blind. (25:73) 

When they hear the Ayyat of Allah, they are not too 
busy to pay attention to them; they listen to them and 
understand their meanings. So they act upon them and 
prostrate when they hear them, out of understanding, 
not out of ignorance and blind following of others. 

Third they adhere to the correct etiquette when they 
listen to them. As the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, used to do when they listened to 
the words of Allah recited by the Messenger of Allah 
(Afe). Their skin would shiver, and their hearts would 
soften to the remembrance of Allah. They did not shout 
or do other actions that are not natural; on the 
contrary, they would sit quietly with the proper attitude 
of fear, in an unparalleled fashion. They attained the 
victory of praise from their Lord in this world and the 
Hereafter. 

Abdur-Razzaq said, "Ma'mar told us that Qatadah, 
may Allah have mercy on him, recited (The skins of 
those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin 
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and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah), 
and said, 

'This is the characteristic of the friends of Allah; Allah 
has described them in this manner, saying that their skin 
shivers, their eyes weep and their hearts find rest to the 
remembrance of Allah. He did not say that they lose 
their minds and swoon; that is the characteristic of the 
followers of innovation, and that comes from the 
Satan.'" 

Allah's saying: That is the guidance of Allah. He guides 
there with whom He wills; 

means, this is the characteristic of those whom Allah 
has guided, and anyone who does anything different is 
one of those whom Allah has sent astray. 

And whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no 
guide. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[39:23] Allama Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) said in his 
Tafseer: 

Allah has revealed the best of discourses, a Book 
( kitaban , substitutes for ohsona, ‘the best’) namely, a 
Qur’an, similar, in other words, some of its parts are 
similar to others in terms of [their] arrangement and 
otherwise, in coupled phrases — [a Book] in which the 
Promise [of reward] is coupled with the Threat [of 
punishment], together with other such [couplings] — 
whereat quiver, at the mention of whose Threat shiver, 
the skins of those who fear their Lord; then their skins 
and their hearts soften to, they are reassured by, the 
remembrance of Allah, that is, at the mention of His 
Promise. That, Book, is Allah’s guidance, by which He 
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guides whomever He will, of His servants; and 
whomever Allah leads astray, for him there is no guide. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

Allah has sent down the best discourse, a book 
containing subjects resembling each other, mentioned 
repeatedly, shivered from which are the skins of those 
who have awe of their Lord. Then, their skins and their 
hearts become soft enough to tend to the 
remembrance of Allah. He brings to the right path 
whomsoever He wills with this Guidance of Allah. As for 
the one whom Allah lets go astray, for him, there is no 
one to guide. [23] 

Verse 23 opens with the words: (Allah has sent down 
the best discourse, a book containing subjects 
resembling each other, mentioned again and again,). 
In the verse before it, the state of the faithful servants of 
Allah was mentioned as: (who listen to what is said, 
then, follows the best of it - 39:18). Here, in the verse 
under study (23), we have been told that the whole 
Qur'an is 'ohson-ul-hodith,' the best of what is said. The 
word: (Hadith) literally means the speech or account 
that is related. The outcome of calling Qur'an, 'ohson- 
ul-hodith, is that, out of everything human beings say or 
relate, the Qur'an remains the most eloquent. Onwards 
from here, some attributes of the Qur'an have been 
mentioned: 

(1) It is (a book containing subjects resembling each 
other). At this place, the word: ( mutoshdbih ) means 

resembling each other or mutually corresponding, that 

437 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Guided Heart 

is, the subjects dealt with in the Qur'an are related to 
each other, and are similar. So much so, that one verse 
gets to be explained or confirmed by another verse. 
This 'word' is free of contradiction and conflict. 

(2) The second attribute is: ( mathani ) which is the plural 
form of: ( mathna ) which means repeated. The sense is 
that a subject is taken up repeatedly in the Qur'an to 
help make it settle down in one's mind. 

(3) As for the third attribute, it was described in very 

eloquent words by saying: (shivered from which are 

the skins of those who have awe of their Lord.). That is, 
'so overwhelmed and apprehensive the Allah’s-fearing 
become before the greatness of Allah that they, when 
reciting the Qur'an, are gripped with such an state of 
awe that it makes their hair stand on end.' 

(4) The fourth attribute has been identified as: (Then, 
their skins and their hearts become soft enough to tend 
to the remembrance of Allah.), that is, the recitation of 
the Qur'an affects them in two ways. 

First, as said immediately above, when they hear the 
warnings of punishment, it makes their hair stand on 
end. Then they listen to the verses promising mercy and 
forgiveness which takes them to a state when their 
bodies and hearts turn tenderized, mellowed in the 
remembrance of Allah. Sayyidah Asma' bint Abi Bakr 
(RA) says that this used to be the common emotional 
state of the noble Sahaba - when the Qur'an was 
recited before them, tear would be rolling down their 
eyes, and the hair would be standing on end. (Qurtubi) 
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It has been narrated by Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas 
(RA) that the Holy Prophet (Afe) said, "A servant over 
whose body hair would stand on end due to the fear of 
Allah, then, Allah Taala forbids the Fire from ever 
touching his body. (Qurtubi) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


( AlHujraat -49:7) (tl 


And know that among you there is the Messenger of 
Allah (Afe). If he obeys you in many a matter, you will 
certainly fall into hardship. But Allah has endeared to 
you the Faith, and made it beautiful in your hearts, and 
made detestable to you the disbelief and sins and 
disobedience. Such people are rightly guided. 


And know that among you there is the Messenger of 
Allah If he were to obey you in much of the 

matter, you would surely be in trouble. But Allah has 
endeared the faith to you and has beautified it in your 
hearts, 

and has made disbelief, Fusuq and 'Isyon hateful to 
you. Such are they who are the rightly guided. 

Investigating the Reliability of the News conveyed by 
Wicked People 

Allah the Exalted says, 

O ye who believe! If a wicked person comes to you 
with any news, ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people 
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unwittingly and afterwards become full of repentance 
for what ye have done. 

Allah the Exalted ordered investigating the news that 
sinners and the wicked bring, to make sure of its 
authenticity. Otherwise, if the sinner's word is taken for 
granted and a decision is based on it, regardless of 
whether the information is true or not, the authorities will 
be taking the lead of the sinners. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured forbade taking 
the path of the corrupted and sinners. This is why 
groups of the scholars of Hadith refuse to accept 
narrations from narrators whose reliability is unknown, 
for they might be from among the wicked people, in 
reality. 

The Prophet's Decision is Better 

Allah said, 

And know that among you there is the Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) ■ 

'Know that among you is the Messenger of Allah 
Therefore, honour and respect him, be polite with him 
and obey his orders. For he is more knowledgeable 
about what benefits you and is more concerned with 
you than you yourselves are. His opinions in such 
matters are more complete than your own.' Allah the 
Exalted and Most Blessed said in another Ayyat, 

The Prophet is closer to the believers than themselves, 
( 33 : 6 ). 

Then He clarifies that they fall short in overseeing their 
own benefit; 

If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you 
would surely be in trouble. 'If he obeys all of your 
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opinions and desires, you will earn trouble and 
hardship.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said. 
And if the truth had been in accordance with their 
desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, and 
whosoever is therein would have been corrupted! 

Nay, We have brought them their reminder, but they 
turn away from their reminder. (23:71 ) 

Allah's statement, 

But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has 
beautified it in your hearts, 

'Made faith dear to your souls and beautified it in your 
hearts.' 

Allah said, 

And has made disbelief, Fusuq and 'Isyon hateful to 
you. 

'He has made disbelief, sins, whether major or minor, 
and 'Isyon - all types of sins, hateful to you.' This 
statement transfers us from one level to a better level, 
to perfect Allah's bounty. 

Allah's statement next. 

Such are they who are the rightly guided. 

Those who have these qualities are the rightly guided 
ones whom Allah has granted guidance and 
correctness. 

Imam Ahmad (ra) recorded that Abu Rifa'ah Az-Zuraqi 
said that his father said, 

"During the battle of Uhud, when the idolaters 
retreated, the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said. 

Stay in straight lines so that I praise my Lord, the Exalted 
and Most Honoured. 
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They stood behind him in lines and he said, 

O Allah! Your is the praise. 

O Allah! There is none who can withhold what You 
send, or send what You withhold, or guide whom You 
send astray, or misguide whomever You guide, or give 
what You deprive, or deprive whom You give, or draw 
closer whom You cast or cast whom You draw closer. 

O Allah! Bestow on us from Your blessings, mercy, grace 
and provisions. 

O Allah! I ask You for the eternal delight that never 
ends or fades away. 

O Allah! I ask You for provisions on the Day of 
deprivation and safety on the Day of fear. 

O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the evil 
repercussions of what You have given us and from the 
evil of what You have deprived us of. 

O Allah! Make faith dear to us and beatify it in our 
hearts and make disbelief, Fusuq and ' Isyon hateful to 
us, and make us among the rightly guided. 

O Allah! Allow us to die as Muslims, live as Muslims and 
join us with the ranks of the righteous ones, without 
tasting humiliation or turmoil. 

O Allah! Fight the disbelievers who deny Your 
Messengers and hinder others from Your path; send on 
them Your torment and punishment. 

O Allah! Fight the disbelievers who were given the 
Scriptures, the True God." 

An-Nasa'i collected this FHadith in 'Amal Al-Yawm wal- 
Laylah. 

Allah said, 

(This is) a grace from Allah and His favour. 

meaning, this favor that He has bestowed on you is a 

favour and a bounty from Him to you, 
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And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 


Guided Heart 


All-Knower in those who deserve guidance and those 
who deserve misguidance, All-Wise in His statements, 
actions, legislation and the destiny He appoints. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 49 : 7 ] 

And know that the Messenger of Allah is among 

you, so do not speak falsehood, for Allah will inform him 
of the [real] state of affairs. If he were to obey you in 
many matters, which you communicate contrary to 
reality, so that the necessary [evil] consequences 
ensue, you would surely be in trouble, you would earn 
in addition to that sin, the sin for the consequences that 
ensue [from your error]. But Allah has endeared faith to 
you, adorning your hearts with it, and He has made 
odious to you disbelief and immorality and 
disobedience ([an instance of] supplicate with respect 
to import, as opposed to [lexical] form; for the one to 
whom ‘faith has been endeared ...' and so forth, will 
naturally be dissimilar in character to the mentioned 
[reprobate]). Those (there is here a shift from the 
second [to the third] person address) — they are the 
right-minded, the ones firmly established upon [the way 
of] their religion; 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And know that among you there is the Messenger of 
Allah (A&). If he obeys you in many a matter, you will 
certainly fall into hardship. But Allah has endeared to 
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you the Faith, and caused it to look beautiful to your 
hearts, and made detestable to you the disbelief and 
sins and disobedience. Such people are rightly guided, 
[7] as a grace from Allah, and as a blessing. And Allah 
is All-Knowing, All-Wise. [8] 

The Holy Prophet's ( Decision is Better 

According to the previous verse, Walid Ibn 'Uqbah (RA) 
reported that Banul-Mustaliqh had turned apostate 
and refused to pay Zakat. At this, the blessed 
Companions were disturbed and infuriated. They 
expressed the view that jihad should be declared on 
them immediately, but the Holy prophet (Afe) rejected 
his report based on strong circumstantial to the 
contrary. He sent Khalid Ibn Walid (RA) for investigation. 

In the foregoing verse, the Qur'an enjoined that if there 
are strong reasons to doubt the report conveyed by 
any person, it is not lawful to act upon it before 
investigation. In this verse, the noble Companions are 
given one more guideline: 'although when you heard 
the news about Banul-Mustaliq's apostasy, you reacted 
the way you reacted, and that was on account of your 
religious zeal and enthusiasm, yet your view was not 
right and proper. The decision taken by the Holy 
Prophet (;£$&) proved to be better (Mazhari). 

Thus, in matters requiring consultation, it is proper to 
express a view but it is not proper for you to exert efforts 
to get the Holy Prophet (;£$&) to act upon your opinion. 
Although there is a rare possibility that an opinion 
expressed by the Holy Prophet (;£$&) in some worldly 
matters comes to be against worldly expedience, and 


444 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Guided Heart 

this is not contrary to the station of his prophet hood, 
yet Allah has gifted him with such insight, perspicacity 
and discernment, which you do not have. Therefore, if 
the Holy Prophet (Afe) were to follow your opinion, in 
many matters, you will suffer loss and fall into difficulties. 
If rarely ever your opinion is right or proper, it is still 
better to abandon your opinion and obey the Holy 
Prophet By doing so, it is possible that you may 

suffer some worldly loss, but it would not be as harmful 
as his following your opinion. In this case, even if you 
suffer any worldly loss, the reward of obedience to the 
Holy Prophet is a better compensation. 

Lexically, the word (A’nitum) is derived from (A’ not) 
and it connotes "to commit a sin or crime" and it also 
means "to suffer from hardship". In this context, both 
connotations appropriately fit (Qurtubi). 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


aIi! (j U js i - 2i .5 
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You will not find those who believe in Allah and in the 
Hereafter having friendship with those who oppose 
Allah and His Messenger (;&&), even though they may 
be their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their 
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clan. They are such that Allah has inscribed faith on 
their hearts, and has supported them with a spirit from 
Him. He will admit them to gardens beneath which 
rivers flow, in which they will live forever. Allah is 
pleased with them, and they are pleased with Allah. 
Those are the party of Allah. Be assured that it is (the 
members of) the party of Allah that are the successful. 

The Believers do not befriend the Disbelievers 

Allah the Exalted said. 

You will not find any people who believe in Allah and 
the Last Day, making friendship with those who oppose 
Allah and His Messenger (X$&), even though they were 
their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their 
kindred. 

Meaning, do not befriend the deniers, even if they are 
among the closest relatives. 

Allah said. Let not the believers take the disbelievers as 
friends instead of the believers, and whoever does that 
will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you 
indeed fear a danger from them. And Allah warns you 
against Himself. (3:28), 

and, Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your kindred, the wealth that you have gained, 
the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the 
dwellings in which you delight are dearer to you than 
Allah and His Messenger (;£$&), and striving hard and 
fighting in His cause, then wait until Allah brings about 
His decision (torment). 

And Allah guides not the people who are the 
rebellious. (9:24) 
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Sa'id bin 'Abdul-' Aziz and others said that this Ayyat, 
You will not find any people who believe in Allah and 
the Last Day... was revealed in the case of Abu 
Ubaydah Amir bin Abdullah bin Al-Jarrah (RA) when he 
killed his disbelieving father, during the battle of Badr. 
This is why when Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) placed the 
matter of Khilafah in the consultation of six men after 
him, he said; "If Abu Ubaydah (RA) were alive, I would 
have appointed him the Khalifah." 

It was also said that the Ayyat, 

(Even though they were their fathers), was revealed in 
the case of Abu Ubaydah (RA), when he killed his 
father during the battle of Badr, 

While the Ayyat, (or their sons) was revealed in the 
case of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RA) when he intended to 
kill his (disbelieving) son, Abdur-Rahman, (during Badr), 
while the Ayyat, (or their brothers) was revealed about 
the case of Mus'ab bin 'Umayr (RA), who killed his 
brother Ubayd bin Umayr, during Badr, and that the 
Ayyat, (or their kindred) was revealed about the case 
of Umar (RA), who killed one of his relatives during Badr, 
and also that this Ayyat was revealed in the case of 
Hamzah (RA), Ali (RA) and Ubaydah bin Al-Harith (RA). 
They killed their close relatives Utbah, Shaybah and Al- 
Walid bin Utbah that day. Allah knows best. 

A similar matter is when Allah's Messenger (X$&) 
consulted with his Companions about what should be 
done with the captives of Badr. 

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RA) thought that they should 
accept ransom for them so the Muslims could use the 
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money to strengthen themselves. He mentioned the 
fact that the captured were the cousins and the 
kindred, and that they might embrace Islam later on, 
by Allah's help. 

Umar (RA) said, "But I have a different opinion, O Allah's 
Messenger (X$&)! Let me kill so-and-so, my relative, and 
let Ali (RA) kill Aqil (Ali's brother), and so-and-so kill so- 
and-so. Let us make it known to Allah that we have no 
mercy in our hearts for the idolaters." 

Allah said, For such He has written faith in their hearts, 
and strengthened them with Ruh from Himself, 
means, those who have the quality of not befriending 
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger (Xg&), 
even if they are their fathers or brothers, are those 
whom Allah has decreed faith, 

meaning, happiness, in their hearts and made faith 
dear to their hearts and happiness reside therein. 

As-Suddi said that the Ayyat, (He has written faith in 
their hearts), 

means, "He has placed faith in their hearts." 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said that (and strengthened them with 
Ruh from Himself), 
means, "He gave them strengths." 

Allah's statement, And He will admit them to Gardens 
under which rivers flow, to dwell therein. Allah is well 
pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him. 
was explained several times before. 
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Allah's statement, Allah is well pleased with them, and 
they are well pleased with Him. Contains a beautiful 
secret When the believers became enraged against 
their relatives and kindred in Allah's cause, He 
compensated them by being pleased with them and 
making them pleased with Him from what He has 
granted them of eternal delight, ultimate victory and 
encompassing favour. 

Allah's statement, they are the party of Allah. Verily, the 
party of Allah will be the successful. 

Indicates that they are the party of Allah, 

meaning. His servants who are worthy of earning His 

honor. 

Allah's statement, (Verily, the party of Allah will be the 
successful), asserts their success, happiness and triumph 
in this life and the Hereafter, in contrast to those, who 
are the party of the devil, (Verily, the party of Satan will 
be the losers!) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 58 : 22 ] 

You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day loving, befriending, those who oppose Allah 
and His Messenger (;&&), even though they opposes, 
were their fathers. That is to say, the believers’ [fathers], 
or their sons or their brothers or their clan, rather [you 
will find that] they intend to do them harm and they 
fight them over [the question of] faith, as occurred on 
one occasion with some Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them. [For] those, the ones who are not 
loving of them. He has inscribed, He has established, 

449 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Guided Heart 

faith upon their hearts and reinforced them with a spirit. 
A light, from Him, exalted be He, and He will admit 
them into gardens underneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they will abide, Allah being pleased with them, 
for their obedience of Him, and they being pleased 
with Him, because of His reward. Those [they] are 
Allah’s confederates, following His command and 
refraining from what He has forbidden. Assuredly, it is 
Allah’s confederates who are the successful, the 
winners. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


You will not find those who believe in Allah and in the 
Hereafter having friendship with those who oppose 
Allah and His Messenger (X$&), even though they were 
their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their clan. 
They are such that Allah has inscribed faith on their 
hearts, and has helped them with a spirit from Him. And 
He will admit them to gardens beneath which rivers 
flow, wherein they will live forever. Allah is pleased with 
them, and they are pleased with Allah. Those are the 
party of Allah. Be sure that it is (the members of) the 
party of Allah that are the successful. 

Believers cannot entertain intimacy with non- Believers 

You shall not find those who believe in Allah and in the 
Hereafter having friendship with those who oppose 
Allah and His Messenger (;&&), even though they were 
their fathers.... 58:22). 

The preceding verses showed that those [hypocrites] 
who are in intimate friendship with unbelievers and 
pagans should incur Allah's wrath, indignation and 
severe torment. This verse describes the condition of 
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sincere believers who would not take an enemy of 
Faith, the opponents of Allah, for intimacy and 
friendship, even though such people are their own 
fathers, children, brothers or any other blood relatives. 
The bond of belief transcends all other bonds, even the 
close ties of blood. This description fits all noble 
Companions. Commentators on this occasion have 
cited a number of incidents of the blessed 
Companions which describe how, when they heard 
their fathers, sons and brothers or other blood relations 
utter blasphemy against Islam or the Messenger of 
Allah (A&), they left all ties aside and punished them 
or even killed them. 

'Abdullah (RA), the son of 'Abdullah Ibn 'Ubayy, the 
leader of the hypocrites in Madinah, heard his father 
make some blasphemous remarks against the Holy 
Prophet The son came up to the Holy Prophet 

(A&) and sought his permission to kill his father. The 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) stopped him. Sayyidna Abu 
Bakr (RA) heard his father, Abu Quhafah, uttering some 
insulting words against the Holy Prophet (;£$&). The most 
compassionate Siddiq (RA) became indignant and 
unexpectedly gave him such a hard slap that he fell 
down. When the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) heard about 
it, he advised Abu Bakr Siddiq (RA) not do it again. In 
the battle of Uhud, Sayyidna Abu ’Obadiah’s (RA) 
father, Jarrah, was fighting on the side of the 
unbelievers against the Muslims. In the battlefield, while 
the battle was on, he purposely came time and again 
face to face with Sayyidna Abu 'Obadiah (RA) and 
pursued him. Every time his father came in front of him, 
Sayyidna Abu 'Obadiah (RA) would, as a mark of 


451 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Guided Heart 

respect, move out. But when he persisted, Sayyidna 
Abu 'Obadiah (RA) had no choice but to kill him. The 
biography of the blessed Companions is replete with 
similar incidents. The present set of verses was revealed 
to laud them. [Qurtubi] 

Ruling 

Many jurists have ruled that this rule applies equally to 
all Muslims who transgress or violate the sacred laws of 
Shari'ah or in their practical life turn away from them, in 
that the sincere Muslims should not maintain an 
intimate friendship or relationship with such 

transgressors. As explained earlier, Muwaloh [intimate 
friendship] with a fisiq [transgressors] is not possible 
because intimacy with them is possible if and only if the 
germs of fisq [transgression] are lurking in the people 
befriending them. /vluwasa/i [sympathy] and 

Mu'amolot [dealings] or Mudarah [cordiality] are, 
however, a different matter to the degree of necessity. 
This is the reason why the Messenger of Allah (;&&) 
used to pray: "0 Allah, do not give any transgressor the 
upper hand over me." The Messenger of Allah (;&&) 
prayed thus because if anyone has the upper hand in 
a situation, he is most likely to get his own way. He will, 
for instance, show kindness to people and thus gain the 
upper hand; and the noble persons, because of the 
kindness, will feel obliged or duty-bound to return his 
kindness with love. Thus, the Messenger of Allah (;&&) 
sought refuge with Allah from this situation. [Qurtubi] 
(...and has helped them with a Spirit from Him .... 58:22) 
The word Ruh, according to some authorities on 
Tafseer, stands for 'light', which radiates or emanates 
from Allah and enters the heart of a believer, which 
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urges him to perform righteous deeds, and is the source 
of peace and contentment of the heart. This tranquility 
and satisfaction is the source of great strength and 
power. Other authorities say that this word stands for 
the Holy Qur'an and the arguments of the Holy Quran. 
This is the real strength and power of a believer. 
[Qurtubi]. 

Allah, the Pure and Exalted, knows best! 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


"kzJj ^ tir? l M ^ (ji L S) & O Ubl U 


21.6 
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No calamity befalls (one), but with the leave of Allah. 
And whoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. 
Allah is All-Knowing about everything. 


No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah, 
and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. 
And Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 

All that occurs to Mankind is by Allah's Permission 

Allah informs us as He did in Surah Al-Hadid, 

No calamity occurs on the earth or in yourselves but it is 
inscribed in a record before We bring it into existence. 
Verily, that is easy for Allah. (57:22) 

Allah said here, 

No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah, 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said; 
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"By the command of Allah," meaning from His decree 
and will, and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his 
heart. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything, 
meaning, whoever suffered an affliction and he knew 
that it occurred by Allah's judgment and decree, and 
he patiently abides, awaiting Allah's reward, then Allah 
guides his heart, and will compensate him for his loss in 
this life by granting guidance to his heart and certainty 
in faith. Allah will replace whatever he lost for Him with 
the same or what is better. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported from Ibn 'Abbas (and 
whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart). 

"Allah will guide his heart to certainty. Therefore, he will 
know that what reached him would not have missed 
him and what has missed him would not have reached 
him." 

There is an agreed upon Hadith that Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim collected and which states, 

Amazing is the believer: 

There is no decree that Allah writes for him, but is better 
for him. 

- If an affliction strikes him, he is patient and this is 
better for him. 

- If a bounty is granted to him, he is thankful and 
this is better for him. 

This trait is only for the faithful believer. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 64 : 11 ] 

No affliction strikes except by the leave of Allah, by His 
decree. And whoever believes in Allah, in His saying 
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that every affliction is by His decreeing [it]. He will guide 
his heart, to endure it [patiently]. And Allah is Knower of 
all things. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And no calamity befalls (one), but with the leave of 
Allah. And whoever believes in Allah, He guides his 
heart. And Allah is All-Knowing about everything. 

(And no calamity befalls [one], but with the leave of 
'Allah. And whoever believes in Allah, He guides his 
heart ... 64:11) In other words, it is a reality that not even 
a particle can move without the Divine will. Without the 
will of Allah no one can harm or benefit anyone. If a 
person does not believe in Allah and the Divine 
destination, he would not have any means of 
comforting himself when a calamity befalls him. He 
receives it with despair, and gropes for means of 
alleviating it. Allah guides a believer, on the other 
hand, who reposes his faith in Divine will and 
destination,, and his heart is filled with peace and 
tranquility. Allah will guide his heart to certainty of faith. 
Therefore, he will know with certainty that whatever 
difficulty afflicts him could never have missed him, and 
whatever adversity has missed him could never have 
afflicted him. Because of this belief, he is promised a 
reward in the Hereafter, which he keeps in view all the 
time. This strong belief in the promise of a reward in the 
Hereafter alleviates the worst calamity of this world. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Pious Heart 


22.0 - Pious Heart 

(Muttaqi Dil) 

Allah mentioned about the pious hearts on seven 
places in the Quran. 



Certainly, the believers are those whose hearts are 
filled with awe when (the name of) Allah is mentioned; 
and when His verses are recited to them, it makes them 
more developed in faith; and in their Lord they place 
their trust. 

Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Qualities of the Faithful and Truthful Believers 

Allah says; the believers are only those who, when Allah 
is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His 
Ayyat is recited unto them, they increase their faith; 
and they put their trust in their Lord; 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said about the Ayyat, (The believers are only those 
who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their 
hearts), 

"None of Allah's remembrance enters the hearts of the 
hypocrites upon performing what He has ordained. 
They neither believe in any of Allah's Ayyat nor trust (in 
Allah) nor pray if they are alone nor pay the Zakat due 
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on their wealth. Allah stated that they are not believers. 
He then described the believers by saying, (The 
believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, 
feel a fear in their hearts) and they perform what He 
has ordained (and when His Ayyat are recited unto 
them, they increase their faith) and conviction, (and 
they put their trust in their Lord), having hope in none 
except Him." 

Mujahid commented on, (their hearts Wajilat), 

"Their hearts become afraid and fearful." 

Similar was said by As-Suddi and several others. 

The quality of a true believer is that when Allah is 
mentioned, he feels a fear in his heart, and thus 
implements His orders and abstains from His 
prohibitions. 

Allah said in a similar Ayyat, 

And those who, when they have committed Fahishah 
(immoral sin) or wronged themselves with evil, 
remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins; -- and 
none can forgive sins but Allah -- and do not persist in 
what (wrong) they have done, while they know. (3:135) 
and, But as for him who feared standing before his 
Lord, and restrained himself from vain desires. Verily, 
Paradise will be his abode. (79:40-41 ) 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that As-Suddi commented, 
(The believers are only those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts), 
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"A man might be thinking of committing injustice or a 
sin. But he abstains when he is told, 'Have Taqwa of 
Allah', and his heart becomes fearful.'" 

Faith increases when the Qur'an is recited 

Allah's statement, And when His Ayyat are recited unto 
them, they increase their faith; 
is similar to His statement, 

And whenever there comes down a Surah, some of 
them (hypocrites) say: "Which of you has had his faith 
increased by it!" As for those who believe, it has 
increased their faith, and they rejoice. (9:124) 

Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this Ayyat (8:2) 
and those similar, as evidence that faith increases and 
varies in strength from heart to heart. 

This is also the view of the majority of the scholars of 
Islam, prompting some scholars, such as Ash-Shafi'i, 
Ahmad bin Hanbal and Abu Ubayd to declare that this 
is the consensus of the Ummah, as we mentioned in the 
beginning of the explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari. All the 
thanks and praises are due to Allah. 

The Reality of Tawakkul 

Allah said. And they put their trust in their Lord. 
Therefore, the believers hope in none except Allah, 
direct their dedication to Him alone, seek refuge with 
Him alone, invoke Him alone for their various needs and 
supplicate to Him alone. They know that whatever He 
wills, occurs and that whatever He does not will never 
occurs, that He alone is the One Who has the decision 
in His kingdom, without partners; none can avert the 
decision of Allah and He is swift in reckoning. 

Hence the statement of Sa'id bin Jubayr (RA), 
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"Tawakkul of Allah is the essence of faith. 


Pious Heart 


Deeds of Faithful Believers 

Allah said next, Who perform the Salah and spend out 
of what We have provided them. 

Allah describes the actions of the believers after He 
mentioned their faith. The acts mentioned here include 
all types of righteous acts, such as establishing prayer, 
which is Allah's right. 

Qatadah said, 

"Establishing the prayer requires preserving its times, 
making ablution for it, bowing down and prostrating." 
Muqatil bin Hayyan said, 

"Establishing the prayer means to preserve its times, 
perform perfect purity for it, perform perfect bowings 
and prostrations, recite the Qur'an during it, sitting for 
Toshohhud and reciting the Salah (invoking Allah's 
blessings) for the benefit of the Prophet (Xsfc) ." 

Spending from what Allah has granted includes giving 
the Zakat and the rest of the what is due from the 
servant, either what is obligatory or recommended. All 
of the servants are Allah's dependents, and the most 
beloved among them to Him are the most beneficial to 
His creation. 

The Reality of Faith 

Allah's statement, 

It is they who are the believers in truth. 

means, those who have these qualities are the 

believers with true faith. 
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The Fruits of Perfect Faith 

Allah said, 

For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, 
meaning, they have different grades, ranks and status 
in Paradise, 

They are in varying grades with Allah, and Allah is All- 
Seer of what they do. (3: 1 63) 

Next, Allah said, and forgiveness, 

therefore, Allah will forgive them their sins and reward 
them for their good deeds. 

A generous provision: (Paradise). 

In the Two Sohihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) said. 

The residents of llliyyin (in Paradise) are seen from those 
below them, just as you see the distant planet in the 
horizon of the sky. 

They said, "O Allah's Messenger (;&&)! They are the 
grades of the Prophets that none except them would 
attain.” 

The Prophet (;£$&) said. 

Rather, by He in Whose Hand is my soul! They are for 
men who have faith in Allah and believed in the 
Messengers. 

In a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and the 
collectors of Sunan, Abu Atiyyah said that Ibn Abu 
Sa'id (RA) said that the Messenger of Allah (X$&) said. 
Residents of Paradise see the residents of the highest 
grades just as you see the distant planet in the horizon 
of the sky. Verily, Abu Bakr (RA) and Umar (RA) are 
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among them (in the highest grades), and how 
excellent they are. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 8 : 2 ] 

The believers, those whose faith is complete are only 
those who, when Allah is mentioned, that is, when His 
threat of punishment [is mentioned], their hearts 
tremble, fear. And when His verses are recited to them, 
they increase their faith, their acceptance of the truth, 
and who rely upon their Lord, [who] put their trust in 
Him [alone], and not in any other. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi (ra) said: 

Particular Attributes of the Believer 

Described in the verses cited above are particular 
attributes, which should be the hallmark of every 
believer. The hint given here is that every believer 
should keep checking on his or her physical and 
spiritual condition and assess if these attributes are 
present in his or her person. If they are, this calls for 
being grateful to Allah that He blessed His servant with 
the attributes of true believers. And should it be that 
none of these attributes is present there, or is weak or 
feeble despite being present, then, one must either 
start being concerned about acquiring them or making 
them stronger than what they are. 

The First Attribute: The Fear of Allah 

The first attribute described here is (those whose hearts 
are filled with fear when {the name of) Allah is 
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mentioned -2). It means that their hearts are soaked in 
and brimming with the realization of Allah's greatness 
and their love for Him. This state of the heart demands 
that there be an attending aura of awe and fear 
around it. This has been mentioned in another verse of 
the Qur'an as a state, which deserves glad tidings for all 
people of love: (that is, give glad tidings to those 
humble and soft people whose hearts are filled with 
fear when (the name of) Allah is mentioned - Al-Hajj, 
22:34). In both these verses, identified there is a very 
special pre-requisite of the mention, thought and 
remembrance of Allah ( Dhikr ) which is awe and fear. 
Then, in yet another verse, also enumerated there is a 
particular property of Dhikrulloh, that is: (Listen! Hearts 
find peace through the remembrance of Allah - Al- 
Ra'd, 13:28). 

This tells us that the fear and awe mentioned in this 
verse are not contrary to the peace and tranquility of 
the heart. For instance, the fear of a beast or enemy 
disturbs one's peace of heart. But, the fear which is 
generated in the heart as a result of the Dhikr of Allah is 
totally different from that. Therefore, the word used 
here is not the exact counterpart of 'fear.' It has been 
called: (w ajal) which does not mean fear ( khawf ) in 
the absolute sense. Instead, it is the awe, a respectful 
feeling of fear, which emerges in the heart because of 
the majesty of the most exalted. Some commentators 
have said that, at this place, the mention and 
remembrance of Allah means that a person was 
intending to commit some sin, but when he happened 
to think of Allah, it made him scared of His punishment 
as a result of which he turned away from that sin. Under 
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this situation, such a fear would mean nothing but the 
fear of punishment. (Al-Bahr Al-Muhit) 


The Second Attribute: Increase in '/man 

The second attribute of the believer has been 
identified by saying: 'and when His verses are recited 
before him, they increase them in faith.' What is the 
meaning of increase in faith? A meaning upon which 
all scholars, commentators and Hadith experts agree is 
that 'Iman or faith does increase in strength, quality 
and light. It is also confirmed by experiment and 
observation that good deeds give strength and stability 
to the state of one's faith. The heart is so laid open to 
the acceptance of truth that good deeds become 
one's natural habit; if he leaves them, he feels the 
pinch; and he develops in himself a natural distaste for 
sin to the limit that he does not go even near them. This 
is the great station of 'Iman, of faith which has been 
identified in Hadith by the term: The sweetness of 'Iman: 

When the sweetness of 'Iman settles down in someone's 
heart All parts of his body start relishing its taste in acts 
of worship! 

In short, the verse puts the second attribute of a 
perfect believer as: 'When the Ayyat of Allah Taala is 
recited' - his faith should become more pronounced in 
polish and progress, as well as in the desire to do good 
deeds. This also helps us realize that the way Muslims at 
large recite and listen to the Qur'an. Paying no heed to 
the due etiquette and reverence of the Qur'an nor 
having any idea of the greatness of Allah Taala - 
produces a recitation which is not what is desired, and 
certainly not what could be expected to generate the 
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best of results, even if that too may not be devoid of 
thowob (reward). 

The Third Attribute: Trust in Allah 

The third attribute of a believer identified here is that he 
or she should place their trust in Allah. The Arabic word: 
TowokkuL means trust. The sense is that the believer 
should have total trust in Allah, One and Pure, free of all 
conceivable associations and ascriptions, not simply 
theoretically, but in deeds too, and in all states and 
conditions of one's life as well. In a sound Hadith, the 
Holy Prophet (;&&) has said: This does not mean that 
one should abandon material causes and means when 
it comes to taking care of one's legitimate needs. The 
point is that one should not consider material means 
and instruments as sufficient for real success, instead of 
which, one should do his best, subject to his ability and 
courage, to assemble and utilize necessary material 
means. It is only after that one should entrust his matter 
with Allah Taala believing that He is the One who has 
created all means and He is certainly the One who 
makes means to bear fruits. What would come to be 
has to be what He wills. In another Hadith, he said: It 
means: Make a moderate effort to procure what you 
need through material means, and then place your 
trust in Him. In other words, do not let your heart and 
mind get bogged down with nothing but material ways 
and means. 

The Fourth Attribute: Establishment of Salah 

The fourth attribute of the believers has been described 
as '(They are) those who establish Salah.' At this point, it 
is worth keeping in mind that the text is not talking 
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about making, saying, offering or performing Salah, 
instead, what has been mentioned here is Iqamah of 
Salah. Literally, Iqamah means 'to make something 
stand straight.' The sense of Iqamah (translated as 
'establish' in absence of a precise equivalent) is that 
one should carry out the obligation of Salah with the 
fullest consideration for its etiquette and relevant 
conditions, exactly as explained and demonstrated by 
the Holy Prophet (;£$&). Through his word and deed. If 
there is any shortcoming in observing the etiquette, 
and conditions, you may call it the saying or making of 
Salah, but you cannot call it the Iqamah or 
establishment of Salah. As for the benefits, effects and 
blessings of Salah mentioned in the Holy Qur'an: (of 
course, Salah stops from immodesty and sinfulness - Al- 
Ankabut, 29:45) those too depend on nothing but the 
proper establishment (Iqamah) of Salah as due. When 
the etiquette of Salah has not been observed as due, 
the Salah would though be counted as permissible as 
far as Fatwa or juristic ruling is concerned, but the 
blessings of Salah will be reduced to the measure of 
shortcoming in observing it - and in some situations one 
may be totally deprived of these blessings. 

The Fifth Attribute: Spending in the Way of Allah 

The fifth attribute of a believer, as stated in the verse, is 
that they spend in the way of Allah out of what Allah 
has provided them. This 'spending in the way of Allah' is 
general. It is inclusive of all charitable spending 
(Sadaqat and Khairat), endowments (Waqf) and gifts 
and grants to relatives. Also included under this 
category are Islamic legal obligations such as Zakat 
and the Sadaqat ul-Fitr, and voluntary charities, 
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donations and contributions (Natl Sadaqat and 
Tabarru'at) as well as any financial assistance amiably 
provided to guests, friends and respected elders. 

After describing these five virtues of the model believer, 
it was said. Those are the believers in reality. That is, 
they are the same, outwardly and inwardly, they say 
what is there in their heart, otherwise, there are those 
who say: (I testify that there is no god worthy of worship 
but Allah and I testify that Muhammad (Afe) is the 
Messenger of Allah) which is only verbal as far as it 
goes. Their hearts do not throb with belief in the 
Oneness of Allah, nor do they have the passion for 
obedience to His prophet (;£$&). What they do 
contradicts what they say. There is a hint in the verse, 
which points out that every truth has its reality and 
unless you get to that reality, you cannot arrive at the 
truth. 

Someone asked the famous Hasan al-Basri: '0 Abu 
Sa'id, are you a believer?' He said: 'Brother, there are 
two kinds of 'Iman (faith). If you are asking whether I am 
a believer in Allah Taala and His angels. Books and 
Messengers (Afe), in Paradise and Hell, and in the 
accounting and retribution of the Last Day, then, my 
answer is: Of course, I am a believer. And if you are 
asking whether or not I am the perfect believer 
mentioned in the verses of Surah Al-Anfal, then, I just do 
not know whether or not I am one of those. The verses 
of Surah Al- Antal referred to here are the same verses 
the discussion of which is before you right now. 
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After having described the attributes and marks of true 
believers in the verses cited above, it was said: (For 
them there are high ranks with their Lord, and 
forgiveness, and dignified provision) 

Promised here are three things: 

(1 ) High ranks, 

(2) Forgiveness and 

(3) Dignified provision. 

According to Tafseer Al-Bahr Al-Muhit, the attributes of 
true Muslims mentioned in the previous verses are of 
three kinds: 

(1) Those, which relate to one's heart, the inward 
human dimension, such as, belief in Allah, fear of Allah 
and trust in Allah. 

(2) Those which relate to physical deeds, such as, Salah 
etc., and 

(3) Those which relate to one's wealth, such as, 
spending in the way of Allah. 

Counter-poised against these three kinds, three 
rewards have been mentioned. High ranks have been 
set against inward and spiritual attributes; forgiveness 
has been placed against deeds, which are related to 
outward human physique, like Salah and Sawm. Salah, 
as in Hadith, becomes the Kaffarah (expiation) of sins. 
Finally, 'dignified provision' has been set against 
spending in the way of Allah, that is, one would get 
what is much better and much more than what one 
has spent in the mortal life. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( Al Hajj - 22 :32 ) 

Having said that, if one observes the sanctity of the 
symbols of Allah, then such things emanate from the 
piety of the hearts. 

Thus it is, and whosoever honours the Sha'a'ir of Allah, 
then it is truly from the Taqwa of the hearts. 

Explanation of the Udhiyyah and the Sha'a'ir of Allah 

Allah says: 

Thus it is, and whosoever honours the Sha'a'ir of Allah, 
means, His commands. 

Then it is truly from the Taqwa of the hearts. 

This also includes obeying His commands in the best 
way when it comes to offering sacrifices, as Al-Hakam 
said narrating from Miqsam, from Ibn Abbas (RA): 
"Honouring them means choosing fat, healthy animals 
(for sacrifice)." 

Abu Umamah bin Sahl said: "We used to fatten the 
Udhiyyah in Al-Madinah, and the Muslims used to 
fatten them." 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. 

In Sunan Ibn Majah, it was recorded from Abu Rati' that 
the Messenger of Allah (Afe) sacrificed two castrated, 
fat, horned rams. 


Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded from Jabir (RA): 
"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) sacrificed two castrated, 
fat, horned rams." 
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It was said, 

"The Messenger of Allah commanded us to 

examine their eyes and ears, and not to sacrifice the 
Muqobiloh, the Mudabirah, the Shorqo, or the 
Kharqa’." 

This was recorded by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, 
and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. 

As for the Muqabilah, it is the one, whose ear is cut at 
the front, 

Mudabirah is the one, whose ear is cut at the back. 

The Shurqa is the one whose ear is split, as Ash-Shafi'i 
said. 

The Kharqa' is the one whose ear is pierced with a hole. 
And Allah knows best. 

It was recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) said: 

Four are not permitted for sacrifice: 

Those are obviously one-eyed, 

Those that is obviously sick. 

Those that are obviously lame and 

Those that have broken bones, which no one would 

choose. 

This was recorded by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, 
and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. 

The Benefits of the Sacrificial Camels 

Allah says: In them are benefits for you, 
meaning, in the Budn (sacrificial camels) you find 
benefits such as their milk their wool and hair, and their 
use for riding. 
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In them are benefits for you for an appointed term, 
Miqsam reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) said: 

"Until you decide to offer them as a sacrifice." 

It was recorded in the Two Sahihs from Anas (RA) that; 
the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) saw a man driving his 
sacrificial camel and said, (Ride it). 

The man said, "It is a sacrificial camel." 

He said. Ride it, woe to you! (The second or third time). 
According to a report recorded by Muslim from Jabir 
(RA) , the Messenger of Allah said(X^) : 

Ride it gently according to your needs. 

And afterwards they are brought for sacrifice to the 
'Atiq House. 

meaning, they are eventually brought to the 'Atiq 
House - which is the Ka'bah - as Allah says: 
an offering, brought to the Ka'bah. (5:95) 
and detained the Hady, from reaching their place of 
sacrifice. (48:25) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[22:32] 

That (dhalika, an implied subject, al-omru, ‘the matter 
[is]’, is taken to precede this [predicate]). And whoever 
venerates the sacraments of Allah, then that, in other 
words, then that veneration of them — namely, [of] the 
beasts of sacrifice offered in the Sanctuary, after the 
best of them have been selected and fattened — 
derives from the piety of the hearts, of those individuals. 
These [sacraments] are called sha'a’ir because they 
are marked out [ish'ar] with something to indicate that 
they are offerings, such as having a hump pierced with 
a piece of metal. (Tafseer Jalalain) 
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That is (what one should remember), and if one 
observes the sanctity of the symbols of Allah, then such 
things emanate from the piety of the hearts. 

(And if one observes the sanctity of the symbols of 
Allah -22:32) 

The word ( Shayr ) is the plural of ( Shayra ) which means 
a 'symbol', 'a distinctive sign', and refers to those things, 
which are considered as the specific emblems of 
certain groups of people or certain faiths. (Shayr) are 
those special laws, which are generally taken to be the 
identifying features of a Muslim. Most of the rules of Hajj 
fall in this category. 

(Then such things emanate from the piety of the hearts 
-22:32). 

It means that respect for the (Symbols of Allah) is an 
evidence of the piety of heart, which indicates that the 
symbols of Allah are respected by the one who has 
taqwa (fear of Allah) in his heart and that taqwa is a 
quality which rests in one's heart. When the heart is 
equipped with this quality, it is reflected in all his 
actions. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


22.3 

( AlHajj -22:35) 0£)3*iij^o4%5jj 


those whose hearts are filled with awe when Allah is 
remembered, and who observe patience against 
whatever befalls them, and who are steadfast in Salah, 
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and who spend (in the way of Allah) out of what We 
have given to them. 


Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is 
mentioned, and the patient who bear whatever may 
befall them, and who perform the Salah, and who 
spend out of what We have provided for them. 

Rites of Sacrifice have been prescribed for every Nation 
in the World 

Allah tells: And for every nation We have appointed 
religious ceremonies, 

Allah tells us that sacrifice and shedding blood in the 
Name of Allah has been prescribed for all nations. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said (And for every nation We have appointed religious 
ceremonies), "Festivals." 

Ikrimah said, "Sacrifices." 

And for every nation We have appointed religious 
ceremonies, 

Zayd bin Aslam said, "This means Makkah; Allah did not 
appoint religious ceremonies anywhere else for any 
nation." 

That they may mention the Name of Allah over the 
beast of cattle that He has given them for food. 

It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Anas (RA) said, 
"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) brought two fat, horned 
rams; he said Bismilloh and Allohu Akbar, then he put 
his foot on their necks." 

And your God is One Allah, so you must submit to Him 
Alone. 
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Your God is One, even though the Laws of the Prophets 
may vary and may abrogate one another. All of the 
Prophets called mankind to worship Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate. 

And We did not send any Messenger before you but 
We revealed to him (saying): None has the right to be 
worshipped but I, so worship Me. (21 :25) 

Allah says (so you must submit to Him Alone), 
meaning, submit to His commands and obey Him in all 
sincerity. 

And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin. 

Mujahid said about Mukhbitin, 

"Those who find contentment in their faith." 

Ath-Thawri said, "Those who find contentment in their 
faith and who accept the decree of Allah and submit 
to Him." 

It is better to interpret it by what comes next, which is: 
Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is 
mentioned, 

meaning, their hearts fear Him. 

and the patient who bear whatever may befall them, 
meaning, of afflictions, 
and who perform the Salah, 

they fulfill the duties which Allah has enjoined upon 
them, the duty of performing the obligatory prayers, 
and who spend out of what We have provided for 
them. 

the good provision which Allah has given them. They 
spend on their families and servants, and on the poor 
and needy; they treat people kindly while remaining 
within the limits set by Allah. 
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This is in contrast to the hypocrites, who are the 
opposite of all this, as we have discussed in the Tafseer 
of Surah Baro'ah ; 
to Allah be praise and blessings. 

{Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[22:35] 

who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts tremble, 
fear, and who endure [patiently] whatever may befall 
them, of ordeals, and who observe prayer, at its 
appointed times, and who, from that which We have 
provided them, expend, [from it] give voluntary alms. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is 
mentioned, and the patient who bear whatever may 
befall them, and who perform the Salah, and who 
spend out of what We have provided for them. 

(Whose hearts are filled with fear - 22:35) The word 
(Wajl) means a feeling of awe inspired by something 
majestic and sublime. These words describe the state 
of pious people who are overwhelmed by deep awe 
whenever the name of Allah is mentioned in their 
presence. 

(And the big animals of sacrifice Dike camels) are 
made by Us among the symbols of Allah for you - 22:36. 
It has been explained earlier that (symbols) mean those 
special forms of rites and worship, which are the 
symbols of Islam. Sacrifice of animals is one of them, 
which must be observed with due importance. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( AlMominoon 23 :60) 

And those who give whatever they give, with their 
hearts full of fear that to their Lord they are to return 


And those who give that which they give with their 
hearts full of fear, because they are sure to return to 
their Lord. 

Description of the People of Good Deeds 

Allah says: 

Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; 
means, even though they have reached the level of 
Ihson and have faith and do righteous deeds, they are 
still in awe of Allah and fear Him and His hidden plans 
for them, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 

"The believer combines Ihson with awe, while the 
disbelievers combine evil deeds with a sense of 
security." 

And those who believe in the Ayyat of their Lord; 
means, they believe in His universal and legislative 
signs, as Allah says about Maryam, peace be upon her: 

and she testified to the truth of the Words of her Lord, 
and His Scriptures. (66:12), 

meaning that she believed that whatever existed was 
by the will and decree of Allah, and that whatever 
Allah decreed, if it was a command, it would be 
something that He liked and accepted; if it was a 
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prohibition, it would be something that He disliked and 
rejected; and if it was good, it would be true. 

This is like the Ayyat: 

And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners 
with their Lord; 

meaning, they do not worship anyone or anything else 
besides Him, but they worship Him Alone and know that 
there is no god except Allah Alone, the One, the Self- 
Sufficient Master, Who does not take a wife or have 
any offspring, and there is none comparable or equal 
unto Him. 

And those who give that which they give with their 
hearts full of fear, because they are sure to return to 
their Lord. 

means, they give in charity, fearing that it may not be 
accepted from them because of some shortcoming or 
failure to meet the required conditions of giving. 

This has to do with fear and taking precautions, as 
Imam Ahmad recorded from A'ishah (RA): 

I said: "O Messenger of Allah (And those who 

give that which they give with their hearts full of fear...), 
Are these the ones who steal and commit Zina and 
drink alcohol while fearing Allah!" 

The Messenger of Allah (X$&) replied: 

No, O daughter of Abu Bakr (RA). O daughter of As- 
Siddiq, the one who prays, fast and gives in charity, 
fearing Allah. 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 

and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded something similar in which 
the Prophet ( ) said: 
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No, O daughter of As-Siddiq (RA), they are the ones 
who pray and fast and give in charity while fearing that 
it will not be accepted from them. 

It is these who hasten in the good deeds. 

This is also how Ibn Abbas (RA), Muhammad bin Ka'b 
Al-Qurazi and Al-Hasan Al-Basri interpreted this Ayyat. 
and they are foremost in them. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[23:60] 

and who give what they give, of voluntary alms and 
righteous deeds, while their hearts tremble [with awe], 
fearful lest it not be accepted from them, because (the 
particle lam, ‘for’, is taken as implied before annahum, 
‘that they’) they are going to return to their Lord — 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And those who give whatever they give with their 
hearts full of fear that to their Lord they are to return. 

Commentary 

(And those who give whatever they give with their 
hearts full of fear - 23:60.) The word (YotoonJ is derived 
from (lyta’j 

meaning "to give, to spend", and is used in 
commentaries in the sense of (alms to the poor). 
Another reading of this verse reported from Sayyidah 
’A’ishah (RA) is (They do whatever they do - 23:60) and 
this covers all good deeds such as charity, prayers, 
fasting etc. As for the generally accepted reading of 
the verse, although it mentions alms to the poor only, 
yet it would include all good deeds also as is borne out 
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by a hodith. Sayyidah A'ishah (RA) asked the Holy 
Prophet the meaning of this verse whether those 
who do these deeds are the ones who drink wine and 
steal things. The Holy Prophet (;£$&) replied, "0 daughter 
of Siddiq (RA). It is not as you say. These are the people 
who observe fasts, say their prayers and give alms, yet 
they are apprehensive lest, due to some mind lapse on 
their part, all their good deeds may not be accepted 
by Allah. They hasten to do good deeds and are 
foremost, in accomplishing them." 

(Ahrnad, Tirmidh;, Ibn Majah, Mazhari) 

Hasan al-Basri says that he knew people who did 
virtuous deeds, yet were more fearful than people who 
committed evil deeds. (Qurtubi) 

Those people are accelerating towards the (real) good 
things, and they are the foremost to attain them. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


2 (9 9 * ^ 

SjUaJ! ^ 5 ^)jj ^) - 22.5 

07 


( AlNoor - 24 : 37 ) 

by the men whom no trade or sale makes neglectful of 
the remembrance of Allah, nor from establishing Salah 
and paying Zakat ; they are fearful of a day in which 
the hearts and the eyes will be over-turned. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 
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Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the 
remembrance of Allah from performing the Salah or 
from giving the Zakat. They fear a Day when hearts and 
eyes will be overturned. 

The Virtues of the Masjids, the Correct Etiquette, and the 
Virtues of Those who take care of them 

Having likened the heart of the believer and what it 
contains of guidance and knowledge to a lamp lit with 
good oil shining in a clear glass, Allah then states where 
it belongs, which is in the Masjids, the places on earth 
that are most beloved to Allah. The Masjids are His 
houses where He Alone is worshipped. 

So Allah says: 

In houses which Allah has ordered to be raised, 
meaning, Allah has commanded that they be 
established and that they be kept clean of any filth, 
idle talk or words or deeds that are inappropriate. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas (RA) 
concerning this Ayyat (In houses which Allah has 
ordered to be raised), he said; "Allah forbade idle talk 
in them." 

This was also the view of Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, 
Nafi' bin Jubayr, Abu Bakr bin Sulayman bin Abi 
Hathamah, Sufyan bin Husayn and others among the 
scholars of Tafseer. 

Many Hadiths have been narrated concerning the 
construction of Masjids, honouring them, respecting 
them, and perfuming them with incense etc. This has 
been discussed in more detail elsewhere, and I have 
written a book dealing with this topic on its own, praise 
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and blessings be to Allah. With Allah's help we will 
mention here a few of these Hadiths, if Allah wills. In 
Allah we put our trust and reliance. 

Uthman bin Affan (RA), the Commander of the faithful, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said; "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) say: 

Whoever builds a Masjid seeking the Face of Allah, 
Allah will build for him something similar to it in Paradise. 
It was narrated in the Two Sahihs. 

Ibn Majah narrated that Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA), may 
Allah be pleased with him, said; 

"The Messenger of Allah (Afe) said: 

Whoever builds a Masjid in which the Name of Allah is 
remembered, Allah will build for him a house in 
Paradise. 

An-Nasa'i mentioned something similar. 

There are very many Hadiths which say this. 

A’ishah, May Allah be pleased with her, said: 

"The Messenger of Allah commanded us to build 

Masjids among the houses, and to clean them and 
perfume them." 

This was recorded by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers 
with the exception of An-Nasa'i. 

Ahmad and Abu Dawud recorded a similar report from 
Samurah bin Jundub. 

Al-Bukhari narrated that Umar (RA) said: 

"Build for the people a place to worship Allah, and 
beware of using red or yellow for adornment and 
decoration and distracting the people thereby." 
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Abu Dawud narrated that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said: 

I was not commanded to Toshyid the Masjids. 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said, "Decorating them as the Jews and 
Christians did." 

Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 

"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said: The Hour will not 
come until people show off in building Masjids. 

It was recorded by Ahmad and the compilers of the 
Sunan, with the exception of At-Tirmidhi. 

Buraydah (RA) narrated that a man called out in the 
Masjid and said, "Has anybody said anything about a 
red camel?" 

The Prophet (Xyfe) said: May you never find it! The 

Masjids were built only for what they were built for. 

This was narrated by Muslim. 

Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
narrated that the Messenger of Allah (;&&) said: 

If you see someone buying or selling in the Masjid, say 
to him, "May Allah never makes your business 
profitable!" And if you see someone calling out about 
lost property, say, "May Allah never return it to you!" 

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said: 

"Hasan Gharib." 

Al-Bukhari recorded that As-Sa'ib bin Yazid Al-Kindi said, 
"I was standing in the Masjid and a man threw pebbles 
at me, so I looked and saw Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) 
who said, 'Go and bring me these two men.' 

I went and brought them to him, and he said, 'Who are 
you?’ Or, 'Where do you come from?' 

They said, 'We are from At-Ta’if.’ 
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Umar (RA) said, 'If you had been from this town I would 
have hit you, for you are raising your voices in the 
Masjid of the Messenger of Allah (;£$&)."' 

An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibrahim bin Abdur-Rahman bin 
Awf (RA) said: 

"Umar (RA) heard the voice of a man in the Masjid and 
said: 'Do you know where you are?"' 

This is also Sahih. 

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la Al-Musili recorded from Ibn Umar 
(RA) that Umar (RA) used to burn incense in the Masjid 
of the Messenger of Allah (X$&) every Friday. 

Its chain of narration is Hasan and there is nothing 
wrong with it, Allah knows best. 

It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) said: 

A man's prayer in congregation is twenty-five times 
better than his prayer in his house or the marketplace. 
That is because if he performs Wudu’ and does it well, 
then he goes out to go to the Masjid, and for no other 
purpose than to pray, he does not take one step but 
he increases in one level in status and one sin is 
removed. When he prays, the angels continue sending 
blessings on him as long as he is in the place where he 
prays, (they say), 

"O Allah, send blessings on him, O Allah, have mercy on 
him." 

And he will remain in a state of prayer as long as he is 
waiting for the prayer. 

The following is recorded in the Sunan: 
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Those who walk to the Masjids when it is dark, give 
them the glad tidings of complete Light on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

When entering the Masjid, it is recommended to enter 
with one's right foot, and to say the supplication 
recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari, where it is narrated from 
Abdullah bin 'Amr (RA) that the Messenger of Allah 
(Afe) used to say, when he entered the Masjid: 

I seek refuge with Allah Almighty and with His Noble 
Face, and with His Eternal Domain, from the accursed 
Satan. 

He (one of the narrators) asked, 'Is that all!' 

He answered, 'Yes’. 

If he says this, the Satan says: "He will be protected from 
me all day long." 

Muslim recorded that Abu Humayd or Abu Usayd said: 
The Messenger of Allah said: 

When anyone of you enters the Masjid, let him say: "O 
Allah, open the gates of Your mercy for me. 

And when he comes out, let him say: "O Allah, I ask You 
of Your bounty." 

An-Nasa'i also recorded this from them from the 
Prophet. 

Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

The Messenger of Allah (Afe) said: When anyone of 
you enters the Masjid, let him invoke blessings on the 
Prophet then let him say: "O Allah, open the 

gates of Your mercy for me." 

When he comes out, let him invoke blessings on the 
Prophet and say, "O Allah, protect me from the 

accursed Satan." 
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This was also recorded by Ibn Majah, as well as Ibn 
Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their Sahihs. 

Allah's saying: in them His Name is remembered, 
meaning, the Name of Allah. This is like the Ayyat: 

O Children of Adam (AS)! Take your adornment to 
every Masjid... (7:31 ) 

and you should face (Him only) in each and every 
Masjid, and invoke Him only making your religion 
sincere to Him. (7:29) 

And the Masjids are for Allah. (72:18) 

(in them His Name is remembered). Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said, 

"This means that His Book is recited therein." 

Therein glorify Him in the mornings and in the evenings. 
Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the 
remembrance of Allah. 

This is like the Ayyat: O you who believe! Let not your 
properties or your children divert you from the 
remembrance of Allah. (63:9) 

O you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the 
Salah on Friday, hasten earnestly to the remembrance 
of Allah and leave off business. (62:9) 

Allah says that this world and its adornments, 
attractions and marketplaces should not distract them 
from remembering their Lord Who created them and 
sustains them, those who know that what is with Him is 
better for them than what they themselves possess, 
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because what they have is transient but that which is 
with Allah is eternal. 


Allah says: Men whom neither trade nor business 

diverts from the remembrance of Allah nor from 
performing the Salah nor from giving the Zakat. 
meaning, they give priority to obeying Allah and doing 
what He wants and what pleases Him over doing what 
they want and what pleases them. 

It was reported from Salim from Abdullah bin Umar (RA) 
that he was in the marketplace when the Iqamah for 
prayer was called, so they closed their stores and 
entered the Masjid. Ibn Umar (RA) said: 

"Concerning them the Ayyat was revealed: (Men 
whom neither trade nor business diverts from the 
remembrance of Allah)." 

This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir. 

(Men whom neither trade nor business diverts from the 
remembrance of Allah). Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, "This meant from the 
prescribed prayers." 

This was also the view of Muqatil bin Hayyan and Ar- 
Rabi' bin Anas. 

As-Suddi said: "From prayer in congregation." 

Muqatil bin Hayyan said, "That does not distract them 
from attending the prayer and establishing it as Allah 
commanded them, and from doing the prayers at the 
prescribed times and doing all that Allah has enjoined 
upon them in the prayer." 

They fear a Day when hearts and eyes will be 
overturned. 
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means, the Day of Resurrection when people's hearts 
and eyes will be overturned, because of the intensity of 
the fear and terror of that Day. 

This is like the Ayyat: 

And warn them of the Day that is drawing near... 
(40:18) 

but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes 
will star in horror. (1 4:42) 

And they give food, in spite of their love for it, to the 
poor, the orphan, and the captive, (saying :) "We feed 
you seeking Allah's Face only. We wish for no reward, 
nor thanks from you. Verily, We fear from our Lord a 
Day, hard and distressful, that will make the faces look 
horrible." 

So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and 
gave them a light of beauty and joy. And their 
recompense shall be Paradise, and silken garments, 
because they were patient. (76:8-1 2) 

And Allah says here: That Allah may reward them 

according to the best of their deeds, 
meaning, "They are those from whom We shall accept 
the best of their deeds and overlook their evil deeds." 
and add even more for them out of His grace, 
means, He will accept their good deeds and multiply 
them for them, as Allah says: Surely, Allah wrongs not 
even of the weight of a speck of dust. (4:40) 

Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the 
like thereof to his credit. (6:1 60) 

Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan. (2:245) 
Allah gives manifold increase to whom He wills. (2:261 ) 
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And Allah says here: 

And Allah provides without measure to whom He wills. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[24:37] Hazrat Jalaluddin Muhalli (ra) said: 
men (rijalun, the subject of the verb yusabbihu, ‘make 
glorifications’; if [the passive is] read, yusobbohu, 
‘glorifications are made’, it [rijalun, ‘men’] substitutes 
for the [impersonal] subject of lahu, ‘to Him’, so that 
rijalun , ‘men’, is the subject of an implied verb in 
response to an implied question as if one had asked: 
who makes glorifications to Him?) whom neither 
trading, purchase, nor sale distracts from the 
remembrance of Allah and the observance of prayer 
(the [final] ha’ of iqamat, ‘the observance’, has been 
omitted to facilitate [the reading]) and payment of the 
alms. They fear a day when hearts and eyes will be 
tossed about, in fear, the hearts [tossed about] 
between [the hope of] deliverance and [the fear of] 
destruction, and the eyes to the right and to the left 
[out of anxiety] — this is the Day of Resurrection; 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

By men whom no trade or sale makes neglectful of the 
remembrance of Allah, nor from establishing Salah and 
paying Zakat; they are fearful of a day in which the 
hearts and the eyes will be overturned. 

This verse describes special attributes of those believers 
who are the distinguished recipients of the Noor of 
guidance and remain in the mosques. By the use of 
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word ( Rajol ) (men) there is a hint that only men's 
presence is required in the mosques. For women it is 
better that they offer their prayers at homes. 

Musnad of Ahmad and Baihaqi have related a hadith 
of Sayyidah Umm Salma (RA) that the Holy Prophet 
( Afe) once said. 'The best mosques for women are the 
secluded corners of their homes'. 

This verse describes that the involvement in trade and 
sales does not stop the righteous believers from the 
remembrance of Allah. Since ’sale' is included in the 
word 'trade', some commentators have preferred to 
assume trade for purchase only for the sake of 
comparison, while others have taken the trade in its 
common sense, that is transactions of sale and 
purchase, and have explained the wisdom of using the 
word 'sale' separately for the reason that trade 
transactions have a wide scope where profits and 
benefits are received after a long time. On the other 
hand by selling something one receives the money with 
profit immediately in cash. Hence, it is mentioned 
separately to stress that they do not bring into 
consideration even the most lucrative mundane 
benefit as against the prayers and remembrance of 
Allah Taala. 

Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (RA) has said that this 
verse was revealed in connection with the market 
people, and his son, Sayyidna Salim, has related that 
one day his father was passing through the market and 
the time for prayers had come. Then he noticed that 
people started closing their shops and set out to go 
towards the mosque. On that Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 
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'Umar (RA) said that it is for these persons that the 
Quran has said: (<di! ) 

There were two companions of the Holy Prophet (X$&) 
during his time, one was a general trader and the other 
a blacksmith who used to produce swords and sell 
them. It was the habit of the trader that when he would 
hear the call of the prayer while weighing something, 
he would leave everything there and gets up to go to 
the mosque for prayers. The other one who was the 
blacksmith, when he was busy hammering the hot iron 
and would hear the call of the prayer, he would stop 
his hand wherever it was and throw the hammer out of 
his hand to rush to the mosque for prayers, without 
even bothering to strike the raised hammer. This verse 
was revealed in their praise. (Qurtubi) 

Most of the companions were traders 

This verse also points out that most of the companions 
were either traders or manufacturers, that is in the 
professions involved with the market, because the 
quality mentioned in the verse can be attributed only 
to those who are in the profession of trade and sales 
and do not let their profession interfere in the 
remembrance of Allah Taala. Otherwise it is irrelevant. 
(Ruh) 

They are fearful of a day in which the hearts and the 
eyes will be overturned - 37. 

The last quality of those believers who are mentioned in 
the above verse is that despite being busy in Allah's 
obedience, remembrance and worshiping all the time, 
they do not become careless or free themselves from 
Allah's fear. Instead the fear of reckoning on the Day of 
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Judgment is constantly in their mind, which is the fruit of 
Noor of guidance granted to them by Allah Taala, 
mentioned in the earlier verse: Toward the end of the 
verse their reward is described that they shall be 
graced with the best reward for their actions by Allah 
Taala, and then the verse says: (and will give them 
more out of His grace - 38). It means that their reward 
will not end with the recompense against the good 
actions, but some extra reward will also be given on His 
own (and Allah gives whom He wills without counting - 
38), that is neither Allah is bound by any rule nor does 
His treasure gets depleted. He grants unlimited 
sustenance to whomever He likes. So far the righteous 
believers were described whose chests are the niches 
for the Noor of guidance and who readily accept the 
Noor of guidance. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




( Al Hujraat : 49 :3 ) 

Surely, those who lower their voices before Allah's 
Messenger (;£$££=) are the ones whose hearts Allah has 
tested for piety; for them there is forgiveness, and a 
great reward. 




In the explaining about this Ayyat Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) 
said in his Tafseer: 

Verily, those who lower their voices in the presence of 
Allah's Messenger (;£$&), they are the ones whose 
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hearts Allah has tested for Taqwa. For them are 
forgiveness and a great reward. 

The Prohibition of making a Decision in advance of 
Allah and His Messenger (A&); ordering Respect 
towards the Prophet 

In these Ayyat, Allah the Exalted teaches His faithful 
servants the good manners they should observe with 
the Messenger (Afe), which are respect, honour and 
esteem. Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said, 

O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in advance 
before Allah and His Messenger (Afe)/ 
meaning, do not rush in making decisions before him, 
rather, follow his lead in all matters. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him, commented; (Make not (a 
decision) in advance before Allah and His Messenger 
Afe), "Do not say anything that contradicts the Qur'an 
and Sunnah." 

Qatadah commented, 

"We were told that some people used to say, 
'Revelation should be sent down about such and such 
matters,' and, 'such and such practices should be 
rendered allowed.' 

Allah the Exalted disliked this attitude." 

Allah said, and has Taqwa of Allah, 
meaning, 'in what He has ordered you' 

Verily, Allah is Hearing, (your statements), Knowing, 
(your intentions). 

Allah said, O you who believe! Raise not your voices 
above the voice of the Prophet( j / 
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This contains another kind of favourable behavior. Allah 
the Exalted is teaching the believers that they should 
not raise their voices above the voice of the Prophet 
(Afe). It was stated that this Ayyat was revealed about 
Abu Bakr (RA) and Umar (RA). 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said, 

"The two righteous ones, Abu Bakr (RA) and Umar (RA), 
almost earned destruction when they raised their 
voices before the Prophet (X$&) who was receiving the 
delegation of Bani Tamim. One of them recommended 
Al-Aqra bin Habis the member of the Banu Mujashi' 
while the other recommended another man. Nafi' (a 
sub narrator) said: "I don't remember his name." 

Abu Bakr (RA) said to Umar (RA), 'You only wanted to 
contradict me,' while Umar (RA)said, 'I did not intend to 
contradict you.' 

Their voices then became loud, thereupon Allah the 
Exalted sent down this Ayyat, 

O you who believe! Raise not your voices above the 
voice of the Prophet (RA), nor speak aloud to him in 
talk as you speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds 
should be thwarted while you perceive not." 

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr (RA) said, 

"After that, Umar's (RA) voice was so low that the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) had to ask him to repeat 
what he said so that he could understand what he was 
saying to him." 

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr (RA) did not mention the same 
regarding his father, Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased 
with him. 
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In another narration collected by Al-Bukhari, 

He said that a delegation from the tribe of Banu Tamim 
came to the Prophet and that Abu Bakr (RA) 

recommended Al-Qa'qa bin Ma'bad to be appointed 
as their leader, while Umar recommended Al-Aqra bin 
Habis. Muslim did not collect this narration. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik (RA) said, 

"The Prophet missed Thabit bin Qays and a man 
said, 'O Allah's Messenger ! I will find out about 

his news.' 

That man went to Thabit and found him sitting at home 
with his head lowered and asked him, 'What is the 
matter?' Thabit (RA) said, 'An evil matter!' 

And he said that he used to raise his voice above the 
voice of the Prophet (X$&). He feared that his good 
deeds would be useless and he would be among the 
people of the Fire. 

The man went back to the Prophet (;£$&) and 
conveyed Thabit's (RA) statement and returned to 
Thabit with a wonderfully good news. The Prophet(Xs^) 
said, 

Go back to him and tell him this news; you are not 
among the people of the Fire. Rather, you are among 
the dwellers of Paradise." 

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith with this wording. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik (RA) said, 
Thabit bin Qays bin Ash-Shammas, whose voice was 
loud, said. 
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'I was the one who raised his voice above the voice of 
Allah's Messenger I am among the dwellers of 

the Fire. My good deeds have been done in vain.' 

He remained in his house feeling distressed, and the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) noticed his absence. So some 
men went to Thabit (RA) and said to him, 

'The Prophet (;&&) noticed your absence. What is the 
matter with you?' 

Thabit (RA) said, 'I used to raise my voice above the 
voice of the Prophet (;£$&) and speak loudly in front of 
him. My deeds have been rendered useless and I am 
among the people of the Fire.’ 

They went to the Prophet (X$&) and told him what 
Thabit (RA) said and the Prophet (X$&) said. 

Nay, he is among the dwellers of Paradise." 

Anas (RA) commented, 

"We used to see Thabit (RA) walk among us knowing 
that he was (to be) among the dwellers of Paradise. 
During the battle of Yamamah, our forces suffered 
retreat. Suddenly, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas came, 
having put on his Hanut and shrouds, and said, 'The 
worst habit is the one you acquire from your enemy 
and do not set a bad example for your companions.’ 
And he went on fighting until he was martyred, may 
Allah be pleased with him." 

Allah then prohibited speaking to the Prophet (Afe) in 
a loud voice, just as one speaks loudly to another in a 
way that offends him. Instead, they were required to 
speak to him in terms of respect, honour and calmness. 
This is why Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said. 
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nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to 
one another, just as He said in another Ayyat, 

Make not the calling of the Messenger (;£$&) among 
you as your calling one of another. (24:63) 

Allah's statement, 

lest your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive 
not. 

means, 'We ordered you to refrain from raising your 
voices to the Prophet (X$&), so that he will not get 
angry with you, because in doing so, you will also 
anger Allah.' The good deeds of he who caused the 
Prophet's (Afe) anger will become useless without him 
even knowing. 

In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that states, 

Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases Allah the 
Exalted, even though he does not recognize the 
significance of his word and on its account Paradise is 
written for him. 

Verily, a man might utter a word carelessly that angers 
Allah the Exalted, and on its account, he is cast in the 
Fire farther than the distance between the heavens 
and earth. 

Allah then ordains lowering one's voice before the 
Messenger (;£$&) and encourages, directs and 
recommends this better behavior. 

Verily, those who lower their voices in the presence of 
Allah's Messenger (;£$&), they are the ones whose 
hearts Allah has tested for Toqwo. 

Whose hearts have been purified by Allah and made 
as a residence and dwelling for the Toqwo, 
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For them are forgiveness and a great reward. 


Imam Ahmad recorded in the Book of Az-Zuhd that 
Mujahid said, 

"Someone wrote to Umar (RA), 

'O Leader of the faithful! Who is better, a man who 
does not feel the desire to commit a sin and does not 
commit it, or a man who feels desire to commit a sin, 
but does not commit if 

Umar (RA) replied, 'He who feels desire to commit a sin, 
but does not commit it, 

They are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested for 
Taqwa. For them is forgiveness and a great reward.’" 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[49:3] 

The following was revealed regarding those who used 
to lower their voices in the presence of the Prophet 
(A&), such as AbO Bakr (RA), ‘Umar (RA) and others, 
may Allah be pleased with [all of] them: Truly those 
who lower their voices in the presence of Allah’s 
Messenger — they are the ones whose hearts Allah has 
tested for Allah fearing, that is to say, [He has tested 
them] so that this [fear of Allah] may manifest itself in 
them. For them will be forgiveness and a great reward: 
Paradise. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

0 those who believe, do not proceed ahead of Allah 
and His Messenger (;£$&), and fear Allah. Surely Allah is 
All-Hearing, All-Knowing. [I] O those who believe, do 
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not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet 
(Afe)< and be not loud when speaking to him, as you 
are loud when speaking to one another, lest your good 
deeds become void while you are not aware. [2] 

Surely, that that lower their voices before Allah’s 
Messenger are the ones whose hearts Allah has tested 
for piety; for them there is forgiveness, and a great 
reward. 

It is prohibited to Greet and Speak Aloud in front of the 
Holy Prophet's (Afe) Mausoleum 

Qadi Abu Bakr Ibn 'Arab: says that respect for the Holy 
Prophet (Afe) after his demise is just as compulsory as it 
was during his lifetime. Therefore, some of the scholars 
have expressed the view that it is disrespectful to say 
solom or speak very loudly in front of the Holy Prophet's 
(A&) mausoleum. Likewise, it is discourteous to make 
noise where Prophetic traditions are recited, because 
when the blessed words of the Holy Prophet (A&) are 
being recited, it is compulsory to listen to them silently. 
In the same manner, it is an unmannerly behaviour to 
raise voices after his demise when his noble words are 
repeated. 

Ruling 

AS the Quranic injunction "do not proceed ahead of 
Allah and His Messenger (A&) applies to 'Ulama' as the 
heirs of the Holy Prophet (Afe) likewise the injunction 
"do not raise your voices above the voice of the 
Prophet (Afe)-" is applicable to the great scholars of 
Islam also. When sitting in their assembly, it is impolite to 
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raise voices so loudly that their voices are suppressed 
(Qurtubi). 


(lest your good deeds become void while you are not 
aware - 49:2.) This clause is indicating the reason why 
the Muslims are directed not to raise their voices above 
the voice of the Holy Prophet (Afe) They are warned 
that non-compliance of the rule may nullify their 
virtuous deeds. According to the axioms of Shari’ah 
and universally established principles, a few perturbing 
questions arise here. First, according to the unanimous 
view of Ahl-us-Sunnoh w ol-Jomo'oh, the only thing that 
can destroy righteous deeds is Kufr or disbelief. No sin 
can destroy good deeds. Here the Qur'an addresses 
the noble Companions and the believers. It addresses 
them by calling them "0 believers" which goes to show 
that they are "believers" and not "disbelievers" - so how 
can their righteous works be rendered void? The 
second point is that "faith" is an act of free will. A 
person cannot be a believer unless he embraces faith 
with his own free will. Likewise, "disbelief" [Kufr] is an act 
of free will. A person does not become Kabir 
[unbeliever] unless he adopts disbelief with his own free 
will. The concluding phrase "while you are not aware" 
seems to be against this principle: Failure of good 
deeds is the punishment of disbelief, which ought to be 
a result of one’s own free will and the phrase shows that 
the punishment lacks "free will". So how can the good 
deeds go to waste? 

My master, the honourable sage of the Ummah has in 
his Bayan-ul-Qur’an explicated the passage in such a 
manner that all these perturbations are resolved. He 
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says the meaning of the verse is thus: O Muslims avoid 
raising your voices above the voice of the Holy Prophet 
(A&) or speaking loudly to him, because in so doing 
there is the fear that your deeds should be thwarted. 
The danger in raising your voices above that of the 
Holy Prophet (;£$&) lies in the fact that it is tantamount 
to discourtesy to the Holy Prophet (Afe), which is the 
same as vexing him. It is unthinkable that the noble 
Companions would intentionally attempt to hurt him. 

However, it is possible that certain deeds and actions, 
such as "advancing forward" and "raising voices", 
without the intention of hurting could upset or offend 
him. Therefore, all such conducts have been absolutely 
prohibited, forbidden and regarded as sin. The 
essential characteristics of the sins are such that the 
people who commit them lose the Divine aid of 
repentance and the ability or capacity to perform 
righteous works. A result, he gets so engrossed in sins 
that they lead him to "disbelief and thus the righteous 
deeds fail. Likewise, hurting one's religious leader, 
teacher or spiritual guide is a sin that runs the risk of 
losing the Divine aid. Thus, conducts such as 
"advancing before the Holy Prophet or voices" 

are such sinful conducts that can cause the Divine help 
to be taken away. This situation eventually leads one to 
"disbelief which destroys one's good works. Because 
the believer may not have intentionally performed the 
act of hurting, thus he would not even perceive how 
he got involved in the process of "disbelief, and 
"thwarting of good deeds". Some of the scholars have 
expressed the view that if someone has taken a 
righteous, holy person as his spiritual guide, then he 
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shows disrespect to him, then such a person may suffer 
the same consequences: that is, sometimes it becomes 
the cause of Divine aid being removed and of incurring 
His wrath, which eventually destroys the treasure of 
"faith". We seek refuge with Allah from it! 

(As for those who call you from behind the apartments, 
most of them lack understanding. - 49:4) In this verse, 
Allah Taala has mentioned a third etiquette about 
dealing with the Holy Prophet (;&&) It is directed that 
when he is at home, one should not call him from 
outside. Particularly calling him by his name is an 
unmannered attitude. Reasonable persons would not 
do it. The term hujurat (translated above as 
'apartments') is the plural of hujrah. 

Lexically, it refers to a four-walled apartment or 
dwelling, comprising a courtyard and a roofed building 
In Madinah, the Holy Prophet (X$&) had nine wives. 
Each one of them had a separate apartment, where 
on different days; he used to stay in succession. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


(Qaaf-50:33) O -- 22.7 


The one who feared the Rahman (The All-Merciful 
Allah), without seeing Him, and came up with a heart 
oriented towards Him. 

"Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen and brought a heart 
turned in repentance." 

As for Paradise, Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured 
will create another creation to fill it. 

500 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Pious Heart 

Allah the Exalted said, 

And Paradise will be Uzlifot to those who had Taqwa, 
not far off. 

meaning. Paradise will be brought close and near to 
the pious, according to Qatadah, Abu Malik and As- 
Suddi, (not far off), and this will occur on the Day of 
Resurrection, which is not far off. 

Surely that Day will come to pass and all that is bound 
to come, is near. 

This is what you were promised -- (it is) for those 
returning, 

means, who go back to Allah in sincere repentance 
intending not to repeat sin, 

Hafiz, 

who preserve their covenant with Allah and do not 
break or betray it, 

Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen. 

Who feared Allah in secret when only Allah the Exalted 
and Most Honoured could see him. 

The Prophet (;£$&) said, 

And a man who remembered Allah the Exalted while 
alone and his eyes became tearful. 

Allah said, and brought a heart turned in repentance, 
meaning, he will meet Allah, the Exalted and Most 
Honoured, on the Day of Resurrection with a heart 
turned in repentance to Him and absolutely free (of 
Shirk) and humbled to Him, 

Enter you therein, (meaning Paradise), in peace and 
security. 

They will earn security from the torment of Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honoured, and the angels of Allah 
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will greet them with the Salam, according to the 
explanation of Qatadah. 

The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured: 
- This is a Day of eternal life!, 

meaning, they will reside in Paradise forever and will 
never die, neither be transferred from it nor wish to be 
transferred from it. 

The statement of Allah the All-Mighty, 

There they will have all that they desire, 

means, whatever delights they wish and desire, they 

will find it brought before them. 

Allah's statement, and We have more. 

Is similar to His other statement, 

For those who have done good is the best and even 
more. (10:26) 

In the Sahih, Muslim recorded that Suhayb bin Sinan Ar- 
Rumi said; 

'more' refers to looking at the Most Honourable Face of 
Allah. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[50:33] 

Who fears the Compassionate One [while He is] in the 
Unseen, [the one who] fears Him without having seen 
Him, and comes with a penitent heart’, [a heart] 
eagerly applying itself to obedience of Him. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The one who fears the Rahman (The All-Merciful), 
without seeing Him, and comes up with a heart 
oriented towards Him. 
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(...and comes up with a heart oriented towards Him. ... 
[50:33]. Abu Bakr Warraq: says that the characteristics 
of a munib is that he always maintains respect for Allah 
and humbles himself to Him and gives up his sensual 
and base desires. 

Verse [35] depicts the delights of Paradise: The first part 
states (For them there will be whatever they wish,,,,, 
[50:35]. In other words, the righteous will have whatever 
delights they wish brought forthwith without any delay. 
It is recorded in Musnad of Ahmad on the authority of 
Sayyidna Abu Sa'id Khudri (RA) that the Holy Prophet 
(A&) said: "If anyone in Paradise wishes for children, 
the conception, delivery of the baby and its growth will 
all take place in a short span of time." 

(Ibn Kathir) 

The second part of the verse states: (and with Us there 
is even more.) In other words, there are with Allah such 
desirable delights, which have not been conceived of 
by any man, and, therefore, they could not wish or 
desire for them. Sayyidna Anas (RA) and Jabir (RA) said 
that "more" in this context refers to the greatest reward 
of enabling the people of Janah to see Allah bila kaif 
[without "how" or in an indescribable manner]. This, 
according to the Holy Prophet (X$&) is similar to His 
other statement in [10:26] "For those who have done 
good is the best and even more." Some reports narrate 
that the inmates of Paradise will see Allah on Friday 
[Qurtubi] (Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Firm Heart 


23.0 - Firm Heart 
(Sabit Qagam Dil) 


In the Quran, there are five different locations, in which 
Allah mentioned about firm hearts. 





( AlAnfaal -8:1 1 ) 01 

When He covered you with drowsiness, as tranquility 
(descending) from Him and sent down upon you water 
from the heavens, so that He might purify you with it, 
and remove from you the impurity of Satan, and so 
that He might strengthen your hearts and make (your) 
feet firm therewith. 


According to commentary about this Ayyat Hafiz Ibne 
Kathir (ra) said in his Tafseer: 

(Remember) when He covered you with a slumber as a 
security from Him, and He caused water (rain) to 
descend on you from the sky, to clean you thereby 
and to remove from you the Ri]z (whispering or dirt) of 
Satan, and to strengthen your hearts, and make your 
feet firm thereby. 

Slumber overcomes Muslims 

Allah said, (Remember) when He covered you with a 
slumber as a security from Him, 

Allah reminds the believers of the slumber that He sent 
down on them as security from the fear they suffered 
from, because of the multitude of their enemy and the 
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sparseness of their forces. They were given the same 
favor during the battle of Uhud, which Allah described, 
then after the distress. He sent down security for you. 
Slumber overtook a party of you, while another party 
was thinking about themselves. (3:1 54) 

Abu Talhah (RA) said, 

“I was among those who were overcome by slumber 
during (the battle of) Uhud. The sword fell from my 
hand several times, and I kept picking it up again, 
several times. I also saw the Companions' heads 
nodding while in the rear guard." 

AI-HafizAbu Ya'la narrated that Ali (RA) said, 

"Only Al-Miqdad (RA) had a horse during Badr, and at 
some point, I found that all of us fell asleep, except the 
Messenger of Allah (X$&). He was praying under a tree 
and crying until dawn." 

Abdullah bin Mas'ud (RA) said, "Slumber during battle is 
security from Allah, but during prayer, it is from Satan." 

Qatadah (RA) said, "Slumber affects the head, while 
sleep affects the heart." 

Slumber overcame the believers on the day of Uhud, 
and this incident is very well-known. As for this Ayyat 
(8:1 1), it is describing the battle of Badr, indicating that 
slumber also overcame the believers during Badr. 
Therefore, it appears that this will occur for the 
believers, whenever they are in distress, so that their 
hearts feel safe and sure of Allah's aid, rewards, favour 
and mercy from Allah with them. 

Allah said in other Ayyat, 
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Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along 
with every hardship is relief. (94:5-6) 

In the Sahih, it is recorded that; 

On the day of Badr, while he was in the bunker with 
Abu Bakr (RA), the Messenger and Abu Bakr (RA) 
were invoking Allah. Suddenly, slumber overcame the 
Messenger and he woke up smiling and 

declared, 

"Good news, O Abu Bakr (RA)! This is Jibril with dust on 
his shoulders." 

He left the shade while reciting Allah's statement. 

Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show 
their backs. (54:45) 

Rain falls on the Eve of Badr 

Allah said next, 

And He caused rain to descend on you from the sky.) 
Ali bin Abi Talhah (RA) reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) 
said, 

"When the Prophet (Xyfe) arrived at Badr, he made 
camp. At the time, there was a sandy piece of land 
between the idolaters and the water (the wells at 
Badr). Muslims felt weak and the Satan cast frustration 
into their hearts. He whispered to them, 'You claim that 
you are Allah's supporters and that His Messenger (;£$&) 
is among you! However, the idolaters have taken over 
the water resource from you, while you pray needing 
purity.' 

Allah sent down heavy rain, allowing the Muslims to 
drink and use it for purity. Allah also removed Satan’s 
whisper and made the sand firm when rain fell on it, 
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and the Muslims walked on the sand along with their 
animals, until they reached the enemy. 

Allah supported His Prophet (;£$&) and the believers 
with a thousand angels on one side, five hundred 
under the command of Jibril and another five hundred 
under the command of Mikhail on another side." 

An even a better narration is that collected by Imam 
Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, author of Al-Maghazi, 
may Allah have mercy upon him. Ibn Ishaq narrated 
that, Yazid bin Ruwman narrated to him that, Urwah bin 
Az-Zubayr said, 

"Allah sent rain down from the sky on a sandy valley. 
That rain made the area where the Messenger of Allah 
(A&) and his Companions (RA) camped firmer so that 
it did not hinder their movement. Meanwhile, the part 
that the Quraysh were camping on became difficult to 
move in." 

Mujahid said, 

"Allah sent down the rain on the believers before 
slumber overtook them, and the rain settled the dust, 
made the ground firmer, made them feel at ease and 
their feet firmer." 

Allah said next, to clean you thereby. 

Using it after answering the call of nature or needing to 
wash oneself and this involves cleansing what is on the 
outside, 

and to remove from you the Rijz of Satan, 

such as his whispers and evil thoughts, this involves 

sinner purification, whereas Allah's statement about the 
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residents of Paradise (Their garments will be of fine 
green silk, and gold embroidery. They will be adorned 
with bracelets of silver), involves outer appearance 
(and their Lord will give them a pure drink), (76:21) that 
purifies the anger, envy and hatred that they might 
have felt. This is the inner purity. 

Next, Allah said, and to strengthen your hearts, 

with patience and to encourage you to fight the 

enemies, and this is inner courage, 

and make your feet firm thereby. This involves outer 
courage. Allah knows best. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[8:1 1] Allama Sayuti (ra) said in his Tafseer: 

Remember, when He caused slumber to overcome 
you as security, against the fear that had befallen you, 
from Him, from God, and sent down upon you water 
from the heaven, to purify you thereby, from minor and 
major ritual impurities. And to remove from you the evil 
of Satan, his whisperings to you that, had you been on 
the right path, you would not have been thirsty and 
impure, while the idolaters enjoyed [access to] water; 
and to strengthen, to seal, your hearts, with certainty 
and endurance; and to make firm your feet, lest they 
sink in the sand. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) discussed about this Ayyat 
in his Tafseer: 

When He covered you with drowsiness, as tranquility 
(Descending) from Him and sent down upon you water 


508 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Firm Heart 

from the heavens, so that He might purify you with it, 
and remove from you the impurity of Satan, and so 
that He might strengthen your hearts and make (your) 
feet firm therewith. 

Being enumerated from the very beginning are 
blessings of Allah Taala, which descended upon His 
obedient servants. The events of the battle of Badr are 
parts of the same chain. Out of the many blessings 
bestowed by Allah Taala during the battle of Badr, the 
very first blessing is the bringing out of Muslims for this 
Jihad, which finds mention in: (When your Lord made 
you leave your home - 5). 

The second blessing is the promise of providing the 
support of angels, which has been made in: (And 

when Allah was promising you - 7). 

The third blessing is the answer to the prayer made and 
the fulfillment of the promise of support given, which 
has been mentioned in: (When you were calling your 
Lord for help - 9). 

The fourth blessing finds its description in the first of the 
set of four verses cited immediately above (11). 

Mentioned here are two blessings for the believers: 

(1) The removal of anxiety and fatigue through a mass 
dissension of drowsiness; and 

(2) The provision of water for them through rains which 
also made the battlefield smooth for them and muddy 
for the enemy. 

According to the details of what happened there, 
when this first ever confrontation between kufr 
(disbelief, infidelity) and Islam turned into a certain 
battle, the army of the disbelievers of Makkah had 
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already reached and set up camp at a place, which 
was located on high grounds with water close to them. 
When the Holy Prophet (Afe) and the Companions 
arrived at that place, the lower part of valley fell to 
their lot. The Holy Qur'an has portrayed the layout of 
this battlefield in verse 42 of this very Surah by saying: 
(When you were on the nearest cliff, and they were on 
the farthest one - 8:42) a detailed description of which 
shall appear later. 

The spot reaching where the Holy Prophet (;&&) had 
first camped was considered strategically 
inappropriate by Sayyidna Hubab ibn al-Mundhir (RA) 
who knew this territory well. Keeping this in view, he 
respectfully inquired Ya Rasulolloh! Does this place you 
have selected happen to be in compliance to a 
command from Allah Taala in which we have no say, 
or it has been taken to as simply based on opinion and 
expedience?' He said: 'No, this is not something divinely 
ordained. This can be changed or re-located.' After 
that, Sayyidna Hubab ibn al-Mundhir (RA) submitted: 'If 
so, it is better to move forward from this spot, reach a 
water source close to the armed force of Makkaian 
chiefs and take it over. We are sure to have an 
abundant supply of water there.' The Holy Prophet 
(A&) accepted his proposal, marched ahead, took 
over the spot with water, had a water tank built there 
and saw to it that an ample supply of water has been 
stored in it. 

After he had taken care of this strategic need, 
Sayyidna Sa'd ibn Mu'adh (RA), said: "Ya Rasulallah! We 
would like to put up a shaded structure for you at a 
secure place where you could stay and where your 
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riding animals could be nearby you. The plan behind 
this arrangement is that we shall wage our Jihad 
against the enemy and if Allah were to bless us with 
victory, then, our plan is well served for this is what we 
like for you. But, Allah forbid, should things turn out 
otherwise, then, you would be in a position to ride your 
camel and go back to join the rest of your 
Companions left behind in Madinah - because, I am 
strongly inclined to believe that they are no less than us 
in terms of sacrifice for the cause and love for you. In 
fact, if they had any idea of the eventuality that you 
will have to fight against this armed force, then, none 
of them would have chosen to stay behind. I am sure 
when you are back in Madinah; they will continue to 
be your companions in the mission.' On this gallant and 
noble offer, the Holy Prophet (;£$&) prayed for them. 
So, a ragtag awning of some modest sort was set up for 
him in which there was no one but he himself and 
Sayyidna Abi Bakr (RA) Sayyidna Mu'adh (RA) sword in 
hand, stood on the door, guarding. 

This was the first night of confrontation. A bunch of 
three hundred and thirteen mostly unarmed souls stood 
against a thousand strong-armed forces, being three 
times more in numbers. They had already occupied the 
better spot of the battlefield. The lower part of the 
valley, which was sandy and difficult to move around, 
had fallen to the lot of Muslims. Everyone was 
concerned. Anxiety was natural. The Satan also started 
instigating some people: Here you are, claiming to be 
on the path of truth and at a time so crucial you are 
busy making Tahajjud prayers rather than go and take 
some rest. But, cast a look at the ground reality - you 
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will see your enemy casting his heavy shadows on you 
being far superior to you from all angles. Under these 
conditions, Allah Taala cast a unique kind of drowsiness 
on Muslims, which made every Muslim, whether or not 
he intended to sleep, go to sleep compulsively. 

Hafiz al.Hadith, Abu Ya'la reports that Sayyidna 'Ali al- 
Murtada (RA) said: On that night of the battle of Badr, 
there remained no one from among us who did not go 
to sleep. Only the Holy Prophet remained awake 
throughout the night and kept busy with the Salah of 
Tahajjud right through dawn. 

Quoting the Sahih, Ibn Kathir reports that, on that night, 
when the Holy Prophet (;£$&) was busy with the Salah 
of Tahajjud in his Arish, the twig-roofed hutment set up 
for him, he too was somewhat affected by drowsiness. 
But, immediately coming out of it with a smile, he said: 
"0 Abu Bakr (RA), here comes good news for you. This is 
Jibril ‘(AS) standing near the cliff and saying this, he 
walked out of the hutment reciting the verse which 
follows: (Soon the gathered group of the enemy will be 
defeated and they will turn [their] backs - 54:45). 
According to some narrations, when he came out, he 
pointed towards various spots and said: 'This is the spot 
where Abu Jahl will be killed, and this is for so and so, 
and this is for so and so.' Then, events turned out to be 
precisely as he had indicated. 

(Tafseer Mazhari) 

And as it happened during the battle of Badr where 
Allah Taala cast a particular kind of drowsiness on all 
Companions of the Prophet in order to remove their 
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fatigue and tension, so it did during the battle of 'Uhud. 
Sufyan al-Thawri reports on the authority of Sayyidna 
'Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (RA) that sleep during the state of 
war is a sign of peace and tranquility from Allah Taala 
and sleep during the state of Salah is from the Satan. 
(Ibn Kathir) 

The second blessing Muslims received that night was 
that rains came and totally overturned all battle plans. 
The spot occupied by the Quraysh army was hit by 
heavy rains, which made it muddy and difficult to walk 
through. Then, the spot where the Holy Prophet 
and his Companions were camped was sandy and 
difficult to walk through at the very outset. When rains 
came, this spot received the lighter part of it, which 
helped firm up the sandy surface making the ground 
nice and easy to walk on. 

The verses appearing above mentions these very two 
blessings - sleep and rain. Which, by upturning the 
blueprint of the battlefield, washed off the Satanic 
scruples which were bothering some weak 
combatants, scruples like: 'Here we are, on the side of 
truth, yet appear to be all subdued and 
overshadowed while there stands our enemy who is, 
despite being on the side of falsehood, basking in the 
sunshine of power, majesty and confidence!’ 

So, Muslims are being told in this verse to remember the 
time when Allah was covering them up with drowsiness 
to make tranquility from Him descend upon them, and 
He was sending down rains upon them so that He 
purifies them with that water. And removes from them 
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the impurity of Satanic instigations and scruples, and 
strengthens their hearts, and makes their feet firm. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 23.2 


( Al Anfaal - 8:1 2) 0)2 (jUj 

When your Lord revealed to the angels: I am with you. 
So, make firm the feet of those who believe. I shall cast 
awe into the hearts of those who disbelieve. So, strike 
at the necks, and strike at every finger-joint of theirs. 


(Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, 
"Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have 
believed. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who 
have disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and 
smite over all their fingers and toes." 


Allah commands the Angels to fight and support the 
Believers 

Allah said next, 

(Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels, 
"Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have 
believed." 

This is a hidden favour that Allah has made known to 
the believers, so that they thank Him and are grateful 
to Him for it. Allah, glorified, exalted, blessed and 
praised be He, has revealed to the angels -- whom He 
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sent to support His Prophet (;£$&), religion and believing 
group -- to make the believers firmer. 

Allah's statement, 

I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have 
disbelieved. 

Means, 'you -- angels - support the believers, 
strengthen their (battle) front against their enemies, 
thus, implementing My command to you. I will cast 
fear, disgrace and humiliation over those who defied 
My command and denied My Messenger (;£$&) , 

So strike them over the necks, and smite over all their 
fingers and toes. 

Strike them on their foreheads to tear them apart and 
over the necks to cut them off, and cut off their limbs, 
hands and feet. 

According to Ad-Dahhak and Atiyyah AI-'Awfi, 

(Over the necks), refers to striking the forehead, or the 
neck. 

In support of the latter, Allah commanded the 
believers. 

So, when you meet (in fight Jihad in Allah's cause) 
those who disbelieve, smite (their) necks till when you 
have killed and wounded many of them, then bind a 
bond firmly (on them, take them as captives). (47:4) 

Ar-Rabi bin Anas said, 

"In the aftermath of Badr, the people used to recognize 
whomever the angels killed from those whom they 
killed, by the wounds over their necks, fingers and toes, 
because those parts had a mark as if they were 
branded by fire." 
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Allah said, and smite over all their fingers and toes. 

Ibn Jarir commented that this Ayyat commands, 

"O believers! Strike every limb and finger on the hands 
and feet of your (disbelieving) enemies." 

Al-Awfi reported, that Ibn Abbas (RA) said about the 
battle of Badr that; 

Abu Jahl said, "Do not kill them (the Muslims), but 
capture them so that you make known to them what 
they did, their ridiculing your religion and shunning 
Al-Lat and Al-Uzza (two idols)." 

Allah than sent down to the angels. 

Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have 
believed. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who 
have disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and 
smite over all their fingers and toes. 

In that battle, Abu Jahl (may Allah curse him) was killed 
along with sixty-nine men. 'Uqbah bin Abu Mua'it was 
captured and then killed, thus bring the death toll of 
the pagans to seventy, 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 8 : 12 ] 

When your Lord inspired the angels, with whom He 
reinforced the Muslims, [saying]: ‘I am with you, with 
assistance and victorious help, so make the believers 
stand firm, by helping [them] and giving [them] good 
tidings. I shall cast terror, fear, into the hearts of the 
disbelievers; so smite above the necks, that is, the 
heads, and smite of them every finger!’, that is, [smite] 
the extremities of their hands and feet: thus, when one 
of them went to strike an disbeliever’s head, it would 
roll off before his sword reached it. The Prophet 
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threw a handful of pebbles against him or her and 
every single idolater was struck in his eye, and thus they 
were defeated. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


When your Lord revealed to the angels: '1 am with you. 
So, make those who believe firm. I shall cast terror into 
the hearts of those who disbelieve. So, strike over the 
necks, and smite them (so as to even reach) every 
finger-joint of theirs." 

Mentioned in this verse is the blessing, which was 
beamed at Muslims in this battlefield of Badr. That 
came through the command addressed to the angels 
sent by Allah Taala to help Muslims, in which He said: 'I 
am with you. So, you make believers firm. I am going to 
cast terror into the hearts of disbelievers. So, strike over 
their necks, and smite them [to even reach] every 
finger joint of theirs.' 

Here the angels have been charged with two duties. 

(1) That they should encourage, exhort and empower 
Muslims with steadfastness which can be done either 
by appearing on the battlefield, increase their group 
strength and participate with them in fighting, or also 
by using their unobserved ability to dispose matters 
( tasarruf ) they would make the hearts of Muslims firm 
and empower them to operate more effectively. 

(2) The second duty entrusted with them was that the 
angels should themselves engage in fighting and 
attack disbelievers. 

From this verse (at least for the purpose on hand), it is 
apparent that, the angels did both. They acted upon 
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the hearts of Muslims, increased their courage and 
strength, and took part in the actual fighting as well. 
This is also confirmed by some Hadith narrations, which 
have been reported in details in Tafseer Al-Durr Al- 
Manthir and Mazhari and where eyewitnesses to the 
participation of angels in actual fighting have been 
documented on the authority of the noble Sahabah. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


d>j 14 j I jJlitf t piSilMrP J* - 23.3 

( AlKahf -18:14) : (m 


We made their hearts firm when they stood up and 
said, Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. 
We shall never invoke any god other than Him, 
otherwise we would be saying something far from the 
truth. 


Allama Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

And We made their hearts firm and strong when they 
stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, never shall we call upon any god other 
than Him; if we did, we should indeed have uttered an 
enormity in disbelief. 


Their Belief in Allah and their Retreat from their People 

Allah said: We narrate unto you their story with truth: 
Truly, they were young men, who believed in their Lord 
(Allah), 
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From here Allah begins to explain the story in detail. 

He states that they were boys or young men, and that 
they were more accepting of the truth and more 
guided than the elders who had become stubbornly 
set in their ways and clung to the religion of falsehood. 

For the same reason, most of those who responded to 
Allah and His Messenger (;£$&) were young people. As 
for the elders of Quraysh, most of them kept to their 
religion and only a few of them became Muslims. 

So Allah tells us that the people of the cave were 
young men. 

Mujahid said, 

"I was informed that some of them wore some kind of 
earrings, then Allah guided them and inspired them to 
fear Him, so they recognized His Oneness, and bore 
witness that there is no god besides Him." 
and We increased them in guidance. 

From this and other similar Ayyat, several scholars, such 
as Al-Bukhari and others, understood that faith may 
increase, that it may vary in degrees, and that it may 
fluctuate. 

Allah says (and We increased them in guidance), as He 
said elsewhere: 

While as for those who accept guidance, He increases 
their guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa. 
(47:17) 

As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, 
and they rejoice. (9:124) 
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...that they may grow more in faith along with their 
(present) faith. (48:4) 

There are other Ayyat indicating the same thing. 

It has been mentioned that they were followers of the 
religion of Al-Masih 'Isa (AS), 'Isa bin Maryam, but Allah 
knows best. 

It seems that they lived before the time of Christianity 
altogether, because if they had been Christians, the 
Jewish rabbis would not have cared about preserving 
because of their differences. We have mentioned 
above the report from Ibn Abbas (RA) that the Quraysh 
sent a message to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah to 
ask them for things with which they could test the 
Messenger of Allah (;&&), and they told them to ask 
him about these young men, and about Dhul-Qarnayn 
(the man who traveled much) and about the Ruh. 

This indicates that this story was something recorded in 
the books of the People of the Book, and that it came 
before Christianity. And Allah knows best. 

And We made their hearts firm and strong when they 
stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth. 

Here Allah is saying: 'We gave them the patience to go 
against their people and their city, and to leave behind 
the life of luxury and ease that they had been living.' 
Several of the earlier and later Tafseer scholars have 
mentioned that; 

They were sons of the kings and leaders of Byzantium, 
and that they went out one day to one of the festivals 
of their people. They used to gather once a year 
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outside the city, and they would worship idols and offer 
sacrifices to them. They had an arrogant, tyrannical 
king who was called Decianus, who commanded and 
encouraged the people to do that. When the people 
went out to attend this gathering, these young men 
went out with their fathers and their people, and when 
they saw their people's actions with clear insight, they 
realized that the prostrations and sacrifices the people 
were offering to their idols should only be dedicated to 
Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth. 

Each of them started to withdraw from his people and 
keep aloof from them. The first one of them to move 
away on his own went and sat in the shade of a tree, 
then another came and sat with him, then another 
came and sat with them, then four more followed suit 
one by one. None of them knew the others, but they 
were brought together by the One Who instilled faith in 
their hearts. 

As it says in the Hadith recorded by Al-Bukhari with an 
incomplete chain of narrators from A'ishah (may Allah 
be pleased with her), the Messenger of Allah (Ait) 
said: 

Souls are like recruited soldiers. Those that recognize 
one another will come together, and those that do not 
recognize one another will turn away from each 
another. 

Muslim also recorded this in his Sahih from the Hadith of 
Suhayl from his father from Abu Hurayrah (RA) from the 
Messenger of Allah (A&) • 
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People say that similar qualities or characteristics are 
what bring people together. So each of the young 
men was trying to conceal what he really believed 
from the others, out of fear of them, not knowing that 
they were like him. 

Then one of them said, "O people, you know by Allah 
that only one thing is making you leave your people 
and isolate yourselves from them, so let each one of 
you say what it is in his case." 

Another said, "As for me, by Allah I saw what my 
people are doing and I realized that it was false, and 
that the only One Who deserves to be worshipped 
Alone without partner or associate is Allah Who 
created everything, the heavens, the earth and 
everything in between." 

Another said, "By Allah, the same thing happened to 
me." 

The others said the same, and they all agreed and 
became brothers in faith. They adopted a particular 
location as a place of worship and began worshipping 
Allah there, but their people found out about them 
and told their king about them. The king ordered them 
to appear before him, and asked them about their 
beliefs. They told him the truth and called him to Allah, 
as Allah says about them: 

And We made their hearts firm and strong when they 
stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, never shall we call upon any god other 
than Him..." 

"Never" (Lon) implies an absolute and eternal negation, 
meaning, 'this will never happen, and if we were to do 
that it would be false.' 
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So Allah says about them: 

...if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity 
in disbelief. 

meaning, untruth and utter falsehood. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[18:14] 

And We strengthened their hearts, to [enable them to] 
speak the truth, when they stood up, before their king, 
who had commanded them to prostrate to idols, and 
said, ‘Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth. We will not call on any god besides Him, that is, 
other than Him, for then we shall certainly have uttered 
an outrage, in other words, [we shall have spoken] a 
statement that contains shatat, 

meaning one of extreme disbelief, were we, 
hypothetically, to call on any god other than Allah. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


According to explanation of this Ayyat, Mufti 
Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

We narrate to you their story with truth. They were 
young men who believed in their Lord and We 
increased, them in guidance. [I3[ And We made their 
hearts firm and when they rose, they said, "Our Lord is 
the Lord of the heavens and the earth; and we shall 
never invoke any god other than Him, for then we 
would be saying something far from the truth. [14] These 
are people of ours. They have taken to gods other than 
Him. Why do they not bring a clear proof in their 
favour? So, who is more unjust than the one who 
fabricates a lie against Allah? [15] And when you have 
turned away from them, and those they worship, 
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except Allah, and then seek refuge in the cave and 
your Lord will unfold His mercy for you and provide you 
ease in your matters!' [161 

Commentary 

The word: ( fityah) in (They were young men - 13) is the 
plural of: (fata) which means someone young. 

According to Tafseer scholars, this word indicates that 
the time ripe for correction of deeds and morals, and 
the inculcation of guidance and righteousness, is 
invariably the time when one is young. When old, 
formerly acquired deeds and morals become so 
deeply rooted that - no matter how evident becomes 
the truth against these - it is very difficult to break loose 
from their shackles. Those among the noble 
Companions who responded to and believed in the 
call of the Holy Prophet were, after all, mostly 

young people. (Ibn Kathir, Abu Hayyan) 

The first sentence of verse 14: (And We made their 
hearts firm) refers to the event described by Ibn Kathir a 
little earlier. This tells us that Allah made the hearts of 
these people firm when the king who was cruel and 
worshipped idols summoned them in his court and 
questioned them. This was a matter of life and death. 
But, despite their apprehension for the worst, Allah 
Taala made His love; awe and grandeur prevail over 
their hearts which empowered them to face any 
eventuality of death or distress. The outcome was that 
they proclaimed their belief clearly and courageously 
saying that they did not worship anyone or anything 
other than Allah and would not do that in future as 
well. People who firmly resolve to do something for the 
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sake of Allah; this is how they receive help from Allah 
Taala. 

About the verse: (then seek refuge in the Cave - 16), 
Ibn Kathir says that the course adopted by the People 
of Kahf was that they left the city in which it was not 
possible to worship Allah and took refuge in the Cave. 
This is the Sunnah, the way of all prophets. They migrate 
from such places and opt for a place where 'Ibadah 
could be done. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


- 23.4 

( AlQasas - 28:10) CDO 1 


And the heart of the mother of Musa (AS) became 
restless; indeed she was about to disclose this [the real 
facts about Musa (AS)], had We not strengthened her 
heart to remain among those who have firm belief (in 
Allah's promise). 


And the heart of the mother of Musa (AS) became 
empty. She was very near to disclose his (case), had 
We not strengthened her heart, so that she might 
remain as one of the believers. 


The intense Grief of Musa's Mother, and how He was 
returned to Her 

Allah tells: And the heart of the mother of Musa (AS) 
became empty. 
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Allah tells us how, when her child was lost in the river, 
the heart of Musa's (AS) mother became empty, i.e., 
she could not think of any matter in this world except 
Musa (AS). 

This was the view of Ibn Abbas (RA), Mujahid, Ikrimah, 
Sa'id bin Jubayr, Abu Ubaydah, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri, Qatadah and others. 

She was very near to disclose his (case), 
means, because of the intensity of her grief, she almost 
told people that she had lost a son. She would have 
disclosed her situation, if Allah had not given her 
strength and patience. 

Allah says: 

Had We not strengthened her heart, so that she might 
remain as one of the believers. And she said to his sister: 
"Follow him." 

means, she told her daughter, who was older and was 
of an age to understand things, (Follow him), 
means, follow his traces and look for information about 
him, try to find out about him around the city. So she 
went out to do that. 

So she watched him from a far place (secretly), 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said, "Off to the side." 

Mujahid said, "It means she looked from a far." 

Qatadah said: "She started to look at him as if she was 
not really interested." 

while they perceived not. 

When Musa (AS) had settled into the house of Fir'awn 
(Pharaoh), after the king's wife had begun to love him 
and asked Fir'awn (Pharaoh) not to kill him, they 
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brought to him the wet nurses who were to be found in 
their household, and he did not accept any of them, 
refusing to take milk from them. So they took him out to 
the marketplace, hoping to find a woman who would 
be suitable to nurse him. When (his sister) saw him in 
their arms, she recognized him, but she did not give 
any indication nor did they suspect her. 

Allah says: And We had already forbidden foster 
suckling mothers for him. 

Because of his honoured status with Allah, it was 
forbidden by divine decree. It was decreed that no 
one should nurse him except his own mother, and Allah 
caused this to be the means reuniting him with his 
mother so that she could nurse him and feel safe after 
having felt such fear. When (his sister) saw that they 
were confused over who should nurse the child, 

She said: "Shall I direct you to a household who will rear 
him for you, and look after him in a good manner'!' 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said: 

When she said that, they had some doubts about her, 
so they seized her and asked her. How do you know 
these people will be sincere and will care for him?" 

She said to them, "They will be sincere and will care for 
him because they want the king to be happy and 
because they hope for some reward." 

So they let her go. After what she said, being safe from 
their harm, they took her to their house and brought 
the baby to his mother. She gave him her breast and 
he accepted it, so they rejoiced and sent the glad 
tidings to the wife of Fir'awn (Pharaoh). 
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She called for Musa's (AS) mother, treating her kindly 
and rewarding her generously. She did not realize that 
she was his real mother, but she saw that the baby 
accepted her breast. Then Asiyah (Allah’s blessings on 
her) asked her to stay with her and nurse the baby, but 
she refused, saying, "I have a husband and children, 
and I cannot stay with you, but if you would like me to 
nurse him in my own home, I will do that." 

The wife of Fir'awn (Pharaoh) agreed to that, and paid 
her a regular salary and gave her extra gifts and 
clothing and treated her kindly. The mother of Musa 
(AS) came back with her child, happy that after a time 
of fear Allah granted her security, prestige, and 
ongoing provision. 

There was only a short time between the distress and 
the way out, a day and night, or thereabouts -- and 
Allah knows best. 

Glory be to the One in Whose hands are all things; 
what He wills happens and what He does not will does 
not happen. He is the One Who grants those who fear 
Him, a way out from every worry and distress, 

Allah said: 

So We restored him to his mother, that her eye might 
be comforted, 
means, by him, 

and that she might not grieve, (means, for him), and 
that she might know that the promise of Allah is true, 
meaning, 'We had promised her to return him to her 
and to make him one of the Messengers.' 

When he was returned to her, she realized that he was 
one of the Messengers, so as she brought him up, she 
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treated him both as a child (with kindness) and as a 
Messenger (with respect). 


But most of them know not. 

means, they do not know the wisdom of Allah in His 
actions and their good consequences, for which He is 
to be praised in this world and the Hereafter. 

For a thing may happen that people do not like, but its 
consequences are good, as Allah says: 
and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for 
you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. 
(2:216) 

It may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings 
through it a great deal of good. (4:1 9) 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[28:10] 

And the heart of Moses’s (AS) mother, when she found 
out that they had picked him up, became empty, of 
everything other than him. Indeed (in, softened from 
the hardened form, its subject omitted, in other words 
[understand it as] innaha ) she was about to expose 
him, that is, as being her son, had We not fortified her 
heart, with patience, that is, We made it at peace, that 
she might be of the believers, [of] those who have faith 
in Allah’s promise (the response to [the conditional] 
/aw/d, ‘had ... not’, is given by the preceding 
[statement]). 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And We inspired the mother of Musa (AS) saying, 
"Suckle him (Musa AS). Then once you fear about him, 
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cast him in the river, and do not fear and do not grieve. 
Surely We are going to bring him back to you and 
appoint him one of (Our) messengers. [7] So the family 
of the Pharaoh picked him up, so that he becomes for 
them an enemy and a (cause of) grief. Indeed the 
Pharaoh, Haman and their armies were mistaken. [8] 
And the wife of the Pharaoh said, (to the Pharaoh 
about Musa A.S), "He may be a delight of eye for me 
and you. Do not kill him. It is hoped that he will be of 
benefit to us, or we will adopt him as a son." And they 
were not aware (of what was going to happen). [9] 
And the heart of the mother of Musa (AS) became 
restless; indeed she was about to disclose this (the real 
facts about Musa A.S), had We not strengthened her 
heart to remain among those who have firm belief (in 
Allah's promise). [10] And she said to his sister, "Keep 
track of him." So she watched him from a distance 
while they were not aware. [11] And We had already 
barred him (Musa A.S) from (accepting) any suckling 
women, so she (his sister) said (to the Pharaoh's 
people), "Shall I point out to you a family who will nurse 
him for you, and they will be his care-takers?" [12] Thus 
We brought him back to his mother, so that her eye 
might have comfort and she might not grieve, and so 
that she might know that Allah's promise is true, but 
most of them do not know. [13] 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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jlii - 23.5 

( AlFurqan -25:32) (32 


Said those who disbelieved, Why has the Qur'an not 
been revealed to him all at once? (It has been sent 
down) in this way (i.e. in parts) so that We make your 
heart firm, and We revealed it little by little. 


25:32 And those who disbelieve say: "Why is not the 
Qur'an revealed to him all at once!" Thus, that We may 
strengthen your heart thereby. And We have revealed 
it to you gradually, in stages. 

The Reason why the Qur'an was revealed in Stages, the 
Refutation of the Disbelievers, and their Evil End 

Allah tells: And those who disbelieve say: 

Allah tells us about the many objections raised by the 
disbelievers, their stubbornness, and how they spoke of 
things which were none of their concern. They said: 

"Why is not the Qur'an revealed to him all at once!" 
meaning, why was this Qur'an, which was revealed to 
him, not sent down all at one time, as the previous 
Books, the Tawrah, Injil, Zabur and other Divine Books. 
Allah answered them, telling them that it was revealed 
in stages over twenty-three years, according to events 
and circumstances, and whatever rulings were 
needed, in order to strengthen the hearts of the 
believers, as He says: 

And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into 
parts)... (1 7:106) 
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Allah says: thus, that We may strengthen your heart 
thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, in 
stages. 

Qatadah said it means: "We have explained it." 
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said it means: 

"We have given its interpretation." 

And no example or similitude do they bring, 

This means no arguments or doubts, 

but We reveal to you the truth, and the better 

explanation thereof. 

They do not say anything in an attempt to oppose the 
truth, but We respond to them with the truth of that 
same matter, more clearly and more eloquently than 
anything they say. 

Abu Abdur-Rahman An-Nasa'i recorded that Ibn 
Abbas (RA) said, 

"The Qur'an was sent down all at once to the first 
heaven on Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Power), then it 
was revealed over twenty years." 

Allah says: And no example or similitude do they bring, 
but We reveal to you the truth, and the better 
explanation thereof. 

and: And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into 
parts), in order that you might recite it to men at 
intervals. And We have revealed it by stages. (1 7:1 06) 

Then Allah tells us about the terrible state of the 
disbelievers when they are raised on the Day of 
Resurrection and gathered into Hell: 

Those who will be gathered to Hell on their faces, such 
will be in an evil state, and most astray from the path. 
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In the Sahih, it is reported from Anas (RA) that a man 
said, 

"O Messenger of Allah (;£$&), how will the disbeliever be 
gathered on his face on the Day of Resurrection?" 

The Prophet (;£$&) said: 

The One Who caused him to walk on his two feet is 
able to make him walk on his face on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 25 : 32 ] 

And those who disbelieve say, ‘Why has the Qur’an not 
been revealed to him all at once?’, as the Torah, the 
Gospel and the Book of Psalms [were]. Allah, exalted 
be He, says: We have revealed it, thus, in parts, [it is], 
that We may strengthen your inner-heart with it, and 
We have arranged it in a specific order, that is to say. 
We produce it in stages one part after another, 
gradually and deliberately, in order to facilitate its 
comprehension and its memorisation. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And said those who disbelieved, "Why has the Qur'an 
not been revealed to him all at once?" (It has been 
sent down) in this way (i.e. in parts) so that We make 
your heart firm, and We revealed it little by little. 

The sequence of objections by the infidels and 
polytheists and their answers, which had started in the 
beginning of the Surah, is continuing. Here in this verse 
the objection as to why the Qur'an was revealed 
gradually bit-by-bit and not in one go is answered. The 
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wisdom behind gradual revelation of the Qur'an as 
explained in the verse is that it was to keep the heart of 
the Holy Prophet firm and strong. By gradual 

revelation, the Holy Prophet's (;£$&) heart was made 
strong in the following manner: 

1 . It was made easy for him to remember the Qur'an by 
heart. If the whole Book was revealed in one go, its 
remembrance by heart would not have been that 
easy. Remembrance of the Qur'an by heart expelled 
all worries from his heart. 

2. Whenever the infidels raised an objection or 
maltreatment was perpetrated , a verse would reveal 
to give him fortitude. In case the entire Quran was 
revealed in one piece and the fortitude for the special 
occasion had also been mentioned in it, its search in 
the Book would have been painstaking. Moreover, it 
would have been uncertain whether the attention of 
the Holy Prophet (;&&) would be drawn to the 
particular verse. 

3. Instant response by way of revelation to answer 
awkward questions was by itself the confirmation of 
Allah Ta'ala's support, which is the biggest source of 
strength for the heart. The wisdom of keeping the heart 
strong is not dependent on gradual revelations alone. 
Other factors in this regard are mentioned in the 
following verse of Surah Bani Isra’il (And We have 
divided the Qur'an in portion, so that you may recite it 
to the people gradually - 17:106). (Bayan ul-Quran) 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


534 




Satisfied Heart 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 

24.0 - Satisfied Heart 

(Mutmaeen Dil) 


Allah described about satisfied hearts on seven places 
in the Quran. 


y r 9 ^ 

j& l| ^4-1 ^ (j4^* \ f <J-& 

( AlBaqra - 2:260) jJ j£ Ajul £)l 


(Remember) when Ibrahim said: My Lord, show me 
how You give life to the dead. He said: Is it that you do 
not believe? He said: Of course, I do, but it is just to 
make my heart at peace. He said: Then take four birds 
and tame them to your call, then put on every 
mountain a part from them, and then give them a call, 
and they shall come to you rushing, and know that 
Allah is Mighty, Wise. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) gives the explanation of this Ayyat; 

The Ibrahim Khalilullah (AS) Supplicates to Allah to 
Show Him How He Resurrects the Dead 

Allah tells; "My Lord! Show me how You give life to the 
dead." He (Allah) said: "Do you not believe!" 

He (Ibrahim A.S) said: "Yes (I believe), but to be stronger 
in faith." 

The scholars said that; there are reasons behind this 
request by Ibrahim (AS). For instance, when Ibrahim 
(AS) said to Nimrod, My Lord (Allah) is He Who gives life 
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and causes death,) he wanted to solidify his 
knowledge about resurrection by actually witnessing it 
with his eyes. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah (RA) said that 
the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said. 

We are more liable to be in doubt than Ibrahim (AS) 
when he said, "My Lord! Show me how You give life to 
the dead." Allah said, "Don't you believe!" Ibrahim (AS) 
said, "Yes (I believe), but (I ask) in order to be stronger 
in faith." 

The Prophet's (X$&) statement in the Hadith means, 
"We are more liable to seek certainty." 

The Answer to Ibrahim (AS) Request 

Allah said. 

He said: "Take four birds, then cause them to incline 
towards you." 

Scholars of Tafseer disagreed over the type of birds 
mentioned here, although this matter in not relevant 
due to the fact that the Qur'an did not mention it. 
Allah's statement, 

Cause them to incline towards you, 
means, cut them to pieces. 

This is the explanation of Ibn Abbas (RA), Ikrimah, Sa'id 
bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Abu Al-Aswad Ad-Dili, Wahb bin 
Munabbih, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi. 

And then put a portion of them on every hill, and call 
them, they will come to you in haste. Therefore, 
Ibrahim (AS) caught four birds, slaughtered them. 
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removed the feathers, tore the birds to pieces and 
mixed the pieces together. He then placed parts of 
these mixed pieces on four or seven hills. 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"Ibrahim (AS) kept the heads of these birds in his hand. 
Next, Allah commanded Ibrahim to call the birds to 
him, and he did as Allah commanded him. Ibrahim 
(AS) witnessed the feathers, blood and flesh of these 
birds fly to each other, and the parts flew each to their 
bodies, until every bird came back to life and came 
walking at a fast pace towards Ibrahim, so that the 
example that Ibrahim (AS) was witnessing would 
become more impressive. 

Each bird came to collect its head from Ibrahim's (AS) 
hand, and if he gave the bird another head the bird 
refused to accept it. When Ibrahim (AS) gave each 
bird its own head, the head was placed on its body by 
Allah's leave and power. " 

This is why Allah said. 

And know that Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 

And no one can overwhelm or resist Him. Whatever 
Allah wills, occurs without hindrance, because He is the 
All-Mighty, Supreme above all things, and He is Wise in 
His statements, actions, legislation and decrees. 
Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ma'mar said that Ayub 
said that Ibn Abbas (RA) commented on what Ibrahim 
(AS) said, (but to be stronger in Faith), 

"To me, there is no Ayyat in the Qur'an that brings more 
hope than this Ayyat." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Muhammad bin 
Al-Munkadir (RA) said that; 
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Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) met Abdullah bin Amr bin Al- 
'As (RA) and said to him, "Which Ayyat in the Qur'an 
carries more hope for you?" Ibn Amr (RA) said, 

Say: "O Ibodi (My servants) who have transgressed 
against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! 
Despair not. (39:53) 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said, "But I say that it is Allah's 
statement. 

And (remember) when Ibrahim (AS) said, "My Lord! 
Show me how You give life to the dead." 

He (Allah) said: "Do you not believe!" He (Ibrahim A.S) 
said: "Yes (I believe)... 

Allah accepted Ibrahim's (AS) affirmation when he 
merely said, 'Yes.' This Ayyat refers to the doubts that 
attack the heart and the thoughts that Satan inspires." 

Al-Hakim also recorded this in Al-Mustadrak and said; 
"Its chain is Sahih but they did not record it." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[2:260] 

And mention, when Abraham (AS) said, ‘My Lord show 
me how You give life to the dead, ’ He, Allah, exalted 
be He, said, to him, ‘Why, do you not believe?’, in My 
power to revive; Allah asks him this even though He 
knows of his belief in this [power], as a response to his 
request, and so that the ones listening will know the 
purpose [of the request]; ‘Yes,’, I do believe, he said, 
‘but, I ask You, so that my heart may be re-assured’, [so 
that it may be] at peace, through direct vision, in 
addition to that [certainty] which is sought through 
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logical reasoning. Said He, ‘Take four birds, and twist 
them to you ( sirhunno , or surhunna), turn them towards 
you, cut them up and mix together their flesh and 
feathers, then set a part of them on every hill, in the 
land around you, then summon them, to you, and they 
will come to you in haste. And know that Allah is 
Mighty, that nothing is beyond Him, Wise’, in His actions. 
Abraham (AS) took a peacock, an eagle, a raven and 
a cock and did with them as has been mentioned, but 
kept their heads with him. He called them, and all the 
parts began to fly back together, combining until they 
were whole and returning to their heads. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi (ra) said: 

The gist of the story is that Sayyidna Ibrahim 
(Abraham) (AS) sought from Allah Almighty the favour 
of being shown as to how He would bring the dead 
back to life. Allah Almighty asked him why he had 
made such a request. Was it because he did not 
believe in His perfect power, which controls 
everything? Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) explained his true 
state of mind. In fact, there was no question of his 
being suspicious about the Resurrection, because the 
infinite power of Allah is manifest every moment to 
every sensible person both in the universe and in his 
own being. However, it is a part of human nature that 
unless one sees an unusual event happening before his 
own eyes, he keeps wondering how and in what 
manner it is going to happen. Such thoughts often 
disturb one's peace of mind. It was in this context that 
Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) made a request to Allah for 
witnessing the procedure of the revival of the dead. 
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Satisfied Heart 


Accepting this request, Allah Almighty provided for him 
an exceptionally unusual scenario for personal sighting. 
Which at the same time, was to show a resolution of all 
doubts and misgivings the disbelievers nursed. That 
scenario was activated when he was commanded to 
get hold of four birds and keep them as pets. When 
they grow so domesticated that they come to him at 
his call and he too starts knowing them well enough so 
that there remains no doubt about a stranger bird 
taking their place; then he should kill those four birds, 
make mince-meat of everything - bones, feathers all 
included - dividing it in several portions. After that, 
using his own discretion, he should place one portion 
each on top of a different hill. Then he was to call 
them. In-sha-Allah, they shall come back to life by the 
perfect power of Allah Almighty and come running to 
him. 

In Tafseer Ruhh alma'ani the authority of Ibn al-Mundhir, 
it has been narrated from Sayyidna Hasan (RA) at 
Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) did what he was commanded 
to do. When he called them, then in no time, bone to 
bone, feather to feather, flesh to flesh, everything took 
its original form, the birds became alive and came 
running to Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS). Allah Almighty said: 
'O Ibrahim, this is how, on the Day of Resurrection, I shall 
assemble in no time all parts and bodies, and breathe 
life into them.' 

The Qur'an has used the expression: (and to you they 
shall come running). These particular words mean that 
the birds will come running, which tells us that they will 
not come flying because if they came flying across the 
sky, the doubt - that they went out of sight and were 
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replaced in the process -- would remain. Now if they 
came running on the ground, they will be fully in sight. 
Through this happening, Allah Almighty made Sayyidna 
Ibrahim (AS) sample indicator of life after death, 
following resurrection, which helped resolve, through 
visual experience, all doubts expressed by polytheists 
and disbelievers. 

That there is rising after death and that there is life in 
the Hereafter give disbelievers their greatest difficulty in 
comprehension. They think man becomes dust after 
death, then somewhere this dust scatters away with 
the wind, somewhere it flows away with water, 
somewhere it reappears in the form of trees and 
planted fields, so much so that its particles spread out 
to the far sides of the world. Now to gather these 
scattered parcels and human parts and to infuse life 
into them are things short-sighted man finds difficult to 
understand because he measures everybody on the 
scale of his own power and status, and does not 
deliberate in the non-analogous Power above him! 

Although, should he peep a little into his own being, he 
would start seeing that, even today, his existence is a 
collection of parts and particles spread all over the 
world. The mother and father through whom man 
comes into being and the food that goes to make their 
blood and body are themselves nothing else but 
particles brought together from different corners of the 
world. Then comes the post-birth period, deliberation in 
which will show that the food causing growth, causing 
formation of blood and flesh is totally composed of 
different particles coming from all over the world. The 
milk that man drinks is part of some cow or water 
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buffalo or goaf and these composed parts came into 
those animals through the fodder that they have 
eaten. Who knows the chaff and grain in their fodder 
came from which country and who can tell how the 
winds roaming round the world have introduced 
particles from many an unnamed land into their 
nurture. So, one can only marvel in how many ways 
and from how many corners of the world the perfect 
power and the precise plan of Allah Almighty has 
accumulated in the body of one man the whole wide 
world's produce, its grains and fruits and everything else 
man eats and uses as medicine, and which become 
part of his body. 

If man, negligent and short-sighted, would for a 
moment leave, the world aside and get on with doing 
a little research on his own body, he would discover 
that his being itself is composed of so many parts some 
of which belong to the East, some to the West, some to 
the South and still some to the North. Right this day, the 
precise plan of Divine power has accumulated in his 
body all those particles scattered around the world, 
and after death, these particles will disperse again in 
the same manner. Now, why should it be at all difficult 
for His perfect power to assemble them a second time? 
Especially so, when He was the One who had 
assembled these scattered particles in his being. 

Some related questions and their answers 

The incident mentioned in the above verse raises 
certain questions: 

1. To begin with, why did Ibrahim (AS) raise this 
question a tall while he was, in accepting faith in the 
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perfect power of Allah Almighty, the foremost believer 
out of the whole world of his time? 

This has already been answered earlier when it was 
said that the question raised by Sayyidna Ibrahim A.S 
was not, in reality, based on any doubt. The purpose of 
the question was to reaffirm that Allah Almighty would 
raise the dead on the Day of Resurrection. Given His 
perfect power, this was not distant or surprising in any 
manner at all; it was rather absolutely certain. 
However, raising the dead to life is beyond man's 
power. He never saw a dead person rising to life. Then, 
the act of raising the dead to life could take different 
modes and forms. Now it is man's nature that he keeps 
inquiring into modes and forms of that which he does 
not know by visual experience. In doing so, his thoughts 
wander in different directions as a result of which he 
bears by the pain of mental distraction. The state that 
helps remove this mental distraction and is replaced by 
a heart at rest is called sukun or peace. This is what 
Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) sought through his request. 

Incidentally, the difference between ’I man (faith) and 
(peace) also comes out from this discussion. Iman is the 
name of that voluntary belief or certainty, which man 
receives about something not seen or known, by 
trusting the Rasul (messenger of Allah Xs^) while 
Itminan refers to peace of the heart. There are times 
when one does perfectly believe in something not 
seen, but there is no peace of heart because its modes 
and forms are not known. This peace can come only 
by visual experience. Sayyidna Ibrahim Khalilullah (AS) 
was also a perfect believer in life after death - his 
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question was simply concerned with the modality of 
man’s is being raised to life. 

2. When Sayyidna Ibrahim Khalilullah (AS) had simply 
asked as to how the dead will be raised and had no 
doubt in the actual raising of the dead, the question is: 
How can the Divine interrogations: 'Is it that you do not 
believe?' be explained? It would seem that there was 
no occasion for it. 

The answer is that Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) had meant to 
say that there is no doubt in the actual happening, but 
the question can be taken in two senses, the obvious 
one relates to this very position, that is, he wished to 
inquire how the dead will be raised. However, the 
words of the question may also point out to a second 
sense, which is prompted by doubt in or denial of the 
real power. For instance, you see a heavy package 
and you are sure that such and such a person cannot 
lift it and then, to test his capacity, you challengingly 
tell him -- let us see how you lift it. Since anybody could 
have taken Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) question in this 
wrong sense, therefore, Allah Almighty, in order to free 
Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) from this possibility, addressed 
him with (Awalum To’ min) so that he could say: (bala: 
yes, why not) in reply, and thus get past the ambush 
laid out by liars and accusers. 

3. At least, Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) 'question settles this 
much that he was not at peace concerning the 
problem of life after death. Although it has been 
reported from Sayyidna AJi (RA) that he said: 'If curtain 
is raised from that which is unseen, it will add nothing to 
my certainty and peace since I enjoy perfect peace 
through my very faith in the unseen'. Now, when some 
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of his followers enjoy such an elevated state of peace 
how can it be that the very 'friend of Allah' will remain 
without it? 

In this connection, let us be clear that Itmi'nan or 
peace of heart has its own gradations. There is an 
Itmi'nan that the men of Allah (aw//a Allah ) and the 
True ( siddiqin ) have. Then there is an exalted grade of 
Itminan which is given to the general line of prophets 
(AS). Moreover, there is a grade even above it, which is 
bestowed upon the special ones in the form of visual 
experience. 

Surely, Sayyidna Ibrahim Khalilullah (AS) had the 
degree of peace which Sayyidna 'Ali (RA) had, even a 
higher degree of Itmi'nan which is special to the station 
of prophet hood. In this degree of itminan, Sayyidna 
Ibrahim (AS) was superior to all his followers. 

Now what he is respectfully asking for is that highest 
degree of Itmi'nan which is bestowed upon the very 
special prophets. As it was with our Holy Prophet (X$&) 
who was granted special Itmi'nan by means of a visual 
experience of Paradise and Hell. 

In short, using this question as an excuse to say that 
Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) did not have peace of heart is 
not correct. Avoiding that, we can simply say that the 
perfect peace of heart, which comes in the wake of 
visual experience, was not there and that was why he 
had made this request. 

Towards the end of the verse it was said, that is, Allah 
Almighty is All-Powerful and All-Wise. Through Aziz, the 
perfect power of Allah was pointed to, and through 
(the All-Wise), it was indicated that it is in Allah's wisdom 
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that visual experience of life after death is not granted 
to everyone, and otherwise it is not at all difficult for 
Allah to make every man see it for himself. However, in 
that case, the superior quality of having faith without 
seeing (al-lman bil 'ghaybj will not be there. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




( Aalelmran -3:126) © 

And Allah did this solely to make it a good news for 
you, and so that your hearts may be at rest with it. 
Otherwise, victory is from none but Allah, the All- 
Powerful, the All-Wise. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Allah made it not but as a message of good news for 
you and as an assurance to your hearts. And there is no 
victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

The Support of the Angels 

Allah says, (Remember) when you said to the believers, 
"Is it not enough for you that your Lord should help you 
with three thousand angels sent down!" 

The scholars of Tafseer differ over whether the promise 
contained in these Ayyat referred to the battle of Badr 
or Uhud. 


The First View; 

There are two opinions about this. 
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One of them saying that Allah's statement 
((Remember) when you said to the believers) is related 
to His statement, (And Allah has already made you 
victorious at Badr), (3: 1 23) . 

This was reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Amr Ash- 
Sha'bi, Ar-Rabi bin Anas and several others, Ibn Jarir 
also agreed with this opinion. 

Abbad bin Mansur said that Al-Hasan said that; 

Allah's statement ((Remember) when you said to the 
believers, "Is it not enough for you that your Lord should 
help you with three thousand angels"), is about the 
battle of Badr; 

Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this statement. 

Ibn Abi Hatim then reported that Amr Ash-Sha'bi said, 
"On the day of Badr, the Muslims received information 
that Kurz bin Jabir (a prominent tribe chief) was aiding 
the idolaters, and this news was hard on them, so Allah 
revealed ("Is it not enough for you that your Lord (Allah) 
should help you with three thousand angels sent 
down"), until (having marks (of distinction)), (3:124,125). 
The news of the defeat of the idolaters (at Badr) 
reached Kurz and he did not reinforce them, and thus, 
Allah did not reinforce the Muslims with the five 
(thousands of angels)." As for Ar-Rabi bin Anas, he 
said, 

"Allah supported the Muslims with one thousand 
(angels), then the number reached three thousand, 
then five thousand." 

If one asks, according to this opinion, how can we 
combine between this Ayyat and Allah's statement 
about Badr ((Remember) when you sought help of your 
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Lord and He answered you (saying): "I will help you with 
a thousand angels, each behind the other (following 
one another) in succession."). Until Verily! Allah is All- 
Mighty, All-Wise) (8:9-10), we say that the one thousand 
mentioned here does not contradict the three 
thousand mentioned in the above Ayyat (3:124). 

The word "in succession" means they follow each other 
and thus indicates that thousands more will follow 
them. 

The two Ayyat above (8:9 and 3:124) are similar in 
meaning and it appears that they both were about the 
battle of Badr, because the angels did fight in the 
battle of Badr, as the evidence indicates. 

Allah knows best. 

Allah's statement, But if you hold on to patience and 
have Toqwo, 

means, if you observe patience while fighting the 
enemy, all the while fearing Me and obeying My 
command. 

And they will come rushing, 

Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi and As-Suddi said that 
Allah's statement means, 

They (angels) will rush to you instantaneously. 

Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas (RA) said that the Ayyat 
means, "All at once." It is also said that; 

It means, before their anger subsides (against the 
disbelievers). 

The Second View; 

The second opinion stipulates that the promise 
mentioned here (concerning the angels participating 

548 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Satisfied Heart 

in battle) is related to Allah's statement, (And 
(remember) when you left your household in the 
morning to post the believers at their stations for the 
battle) (3:121 ) of Uhud. 

However, we should add, the angels did not come to 
the aid of Muslims at Uhud, because Allah made it 
conditional (But if you hold on to patience and have 
Taqwa), (3:125). 

The Muslims were not patient at Uhud. Rather, they ran 
away and, consequently, did not receive the support 
of even one angel. 

Allah's statement, your Lord will help you with five 
thousand angels having marks, of distinction. 

Abu Ishaq As-Subay'i said; from Harithah bin Mudarrib 
said that Ali bin Abi Talib (RA) said, 

"The angels were distinguished by wearing white wool 
at Badr." 

The angels also had special markings distinguishing 
their horses. 

Allah said, 

Allah made it not but as a message of good news for 
you and as an assurance to your hearts. 

This Ayyat means, "Allah sent down angels and told you 
about their descent to encourage you and to comfort 
and reassure your hearts. You should know that victory 
only comes from Allah and that if He willed. He would 
have defeated your enemy without you having to fight 
them." 

For instance, Allah said after commanding the 
believers to fight, 


549 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Satisfied Heart 

But if it had been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly 
have punished them (without you). But (He lets you 
fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those 
who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their 
deeds be lost. He will guide them and set right their 
state. And admit them to Paradise which He has made 
known to them. (47:4-6) 

This is why Allah said here, 

Allah made it not but as a message of good news for 
you and as an assurance to your hearts. And there is no 
victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 
This Ayyat means, 

"Allah is the Almighty Whose power can never be 
undermined, and He has the perfect wisdom in His 
decrees and in all His decisions." 

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir) 


[3:126] 

What Allah ordained, that is, of reinforcement, was only 
as a good tiding to you, of victory, and that your hearts 
might be at peace, [that] they might be at rest, and 
not be terrified by the large number of the enemy as 
compared to your small number. Victory comes only 
from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise, He gives it to 
whomever He will, and [victory comes] not because of 
a large army. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And Allah did it only that it be a good news for you and 
that your hearts may be at rest with it. In addition, help 
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is from none but Allah, the All-powerful, the All-Wise. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


OJ ^ \ 3 ) 1 3 — 24.3 

( AlMaida - 5 :1 1 3) j$0 3 


They said. We wish that we eat from it, and our hearts 
be satisfied, and we may know for sure that you have 
told us the truth, and we may become witnesses to it. 


Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 


Sending Down the Mai’dah 

This is the story of the Maidah, the name of which this 
Surah bears, Surah Al-Mai’dah. 

This is also among the favours that Allah granted His 
servant and Messenger, 'Isa (AS), accepting his request 
to send the Maidah down, and doing so as clear proof 
and unequivocal evidence. 

Allah said, (Remember) when Al-Hawaryun said... 

The disciples of 'Isa (AS) said, 

O 'Isa (AS), son of Maryam! Can your Lord send down 
to us a Maida from heaven! 

The Maida is the table that has food on it. 

Some scholars said that; 

The disciples requested this table because they were 
poor and deprived. So they asked 'Isa to supplicate to 
Allah to send a table of food down to them that they 
could eat from every day and thus be more able to 
perform the acts of worship. 
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'Isa (AS) said: "Have Toqwo of Allah, if you are indeed 
believers." 

'Isa (AS) answered them by saying, 'Have Taqwa of 
Allah! And do not ask for this, for it may become a trial 
for you, but trust in Allah for your provisions, if you are 
truly believers.' 

They said: "We wish to eat thereof." 

We need to eat from it, and to be stronger in faith, 
when we witness it descending from heaven as 
sustenance for us. 

And to know that you have indeed told us the truth, 
of your Message and our faith in you increases and also 
our knowledge. 

and that we ourselves be its witnesses. 

Testifying that it is a sign from Allah, as proof and 
evidence that you are a Prophet, and attesting to the 
truth of what you brought us. 

'Isa (AS), son of Maryam, said: "O Allah, our Lord! Send 
us from heaven a table spread (with food) that there 
may be for us -- for the first and the last of us -- a 
festival..." 

As-Suddi commented that the Ayyat means, 

"We will take that day on which the table was sent 
down as a day of celebration that we and those who 
come after us would consider sacred." 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that it means, "A day of prayer." 
and a sign from You. 

Proving that You are able to do all things and to 
accept my supplication, so that they accept what I 
convey to them from You. 
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And provide us sustenance, a delicious food from You 
that does not require any effort or hardship. 

For You are the Best of sustainers." 

Allah said: "I am going to send it down unto you, but if 
any of you after that disbelieves..." 

By denying this sign and defying its implication, O 'Isa 
(AS), 

then I will punish him with a torment such as I have not 
inflicted on anyone among the Alamin. 

Among the people of your time. 

Allah said in similar Ayyat, 

And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it 
will be said to the angels): "Cause Fir'awn's (Pharaoh) 
people to enter the severest torment!" (40:46) 
and. Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths 
of the Fire. (4:145) 

Ibn Jarir said that Abdullah bin 'Amr said, 

"Those who will receive the severest torment on the Day 
of Resurrection are three: 

The hypocrites, those from the people of Al-Maida 

who disbelieved in it, 

and the people of Fir'awn (Pharaoh)." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"They said to 'Isa (AS), son of Maryam, 'Supplicate to 
Allah to send down to us from heaven, a table spread 
with food.' 

He also said, 'So the angels brought the table down 
containing seven fish and seven pieces of bread and 
placed it before them. So the last group of people ate 
as the first group did." 
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Ibn Jarir recorded that Ishaq bin Abdullah said that; 

The table was sent down to 'Isa (AS) son of Maryam 
having seven pieces of bread and seven fish, and they 
ate from it as much as they wished. But when some of 
them stole food from it, saying, "It might not come 
down tomorrow," the table ascended. 

These statements testify that the table was sent down 
to the Children of Israel during the time of 'Isa (AS), son 
of Maryam, as a result of Allah's accepting his 
supplication to Him. The apparent wording of this Ayyat 
also states so, (Allah said: "I am going to send it down 
unto you...") 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 5 : 1 13 ] 

They said, ‘We desire, to request this in order, to eat of it 
and that our hearts be reassured, through increased 
certainty, and that we may know, that we may acquire 
more awareness [of the fact], that you ( annaka is 
softened to on) have spoken truthfully to us, in your 
claim to prophet hood, and that we may be among 
the witnesses thereof. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


They said, 'We want that we eat from it, and our hearts 
be satisfied, and we may know for sure that you have 
told us the truth, and we may become witnesses to it." 

A True Believer Should Not Demand Miracles 

When the disciples of Sayyidna 'Isa (AS) asked him to 
make ‘Maida’ (food-spread) come down from the 
heavens, he replied by saying: (Fear Allah if you are 
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believers). This tells us that it does not behove a faith- 
bearing servant of Allah that he should test Him by 
making such requests. Rather than demand what is 
supernatural, he should seek things, like sustenance, 
through sources naturally appointed for him. 

The Better the Blessing, the Worse the Curse of 
Ingratitude 

From the words of the verse 115: (I shall give him a 
punishment I shall not give to anyone in the worlds), we 
learn that 'in situations when the blessing of Allah is 
extra-ordinary and unique, the emphasis on the 
gratitude for it should be far above the ordinary. As for 
the punishment of ingratitude, that too will be extra- 
ordinary and unique. 

Whether or not the 'Maida' (food-spread) came down 
from the heaven is something commentators differ in. 
The majority of them hold that it did. Accordingly, it has 
been reported from Sayyidna 'Ammar ibn Yasir as in a 
Hadith of Tirmidhi, that Maida' did come from the 
heavens, which included bread and meat. It also 
appears in this Hadith that some of those people 
committed a breach of trust, and put it off for the next 
day as well. As a result, they were transformed into 
monkeys and swine. (May Allah keep us protected 
from His wrath). This very Hadith also tells us that they 
ate from it as they wanted to do as mentioned in the 
word, ' na'kulu ’ (we eat) - however. 

Storing it for future use was prohibited. 

(Bayan al-Qur'an) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Satisfied Heart 


^ ^ ^ 4ix> Li_5 - 24.4 

( AlAnfaal -8 :10) OO JJ jC <1)1 ijJ(c 


And Allah has made it (the promise) merely to give you 
a good news, and so that your hearts might be at rest 
thereby. And the help is from none but Allah. Surely, 
Allah is Mighty, Wise. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) has written in his Tafseer: 

Allah made it only as glad tidings, and that your hearts 
be at rest therewith. And there is no victory except 
from Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. 

Muslims invoke Allah for Help, Allah sends the Angels to 
help them 

Allah said; 

(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and 
He answered you (saying): "I will help you with a 
thousand of the angels Murdifin." 

Al-Bukhari wrote in the book of battles (in his Sahih) 
under "Chapter; Allah's statement ((Remember) when 
you sought help of your Lord and He answered you) 
until (then verily, Allah is severe in punishment)" (8:9-13) 
that Ibn Mas'ud (RA) said, 

"I was a witness to something that Al-Miqdad bin Al- 
Aswad (RA) did, that I would like more than almost 
anything else to have been the one who did it. Al- 
Miqdad (RA) came to the Prophet (;£$&) while he was 
invoking Allah against the idolaters and proclaimed, 
'We will not say as the people of Musa (AS) said, "So go 
you and your Lord and fight you two." 
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Rather, we will fight to your right, to your left, before 
you and behind you.' I saw the Prophet's (Afe) face 
beaming with pleasure because of what Al-Miqdad 
(RA) said to him." 

Al-Bukhari next narrated from Ibn Abbas (RA) that on 
the day of Badr, the Prophet (Afe) said, 

O Allah! I invoke You for Your covenant and promise 
(victory). O Allah! If You decide so (cause our defeat). 
You will not be worshipped. 

Abu Bakr (RA) held the Prophet's (A&) hand and said, 
"Enough." 

The Prophet (Afe) went out proclaiming, 

Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will show 
their backs. 

An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith. 

Allah's statement, (with a thousand of the angels 
Murdifin), 

means, they follow each other in succession, 
according to Harun bin Hubayrah who narrated this 
from Ibn Abbas (RA), about, (Murdifin), 
meaning each behind the other in succession. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah Al-Walibi reported that Ibn Abbas 
(RA) said, 

"Allah supported His Prophet (Xs&) and the believers 
with a thousand angels, five hundred under the 
leadership of Jibril (AS) on one side and five hundred 
under the leadership of Mika'il (AS) on another side." 
Imams Abu Jafar bin Jarir At-Tabari and Muslim 
recorded that Ibn Abbas (RA) said that Umar (RA) said, 


557 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Satisfied Heart 

"While a Muslim man was pursuing an idolater (during 
the battle of Badr), he heard the sound of a whip 
above him and a rider saying, 'Come, O Hayzum!' Then 
he looked at the idolater, who fell to the ground. When 
he investigated, he found that the idolater’s nose had 
wound and his face torn apart, just as if he received a 
strike from a whip on it, and the entire face had turned 
green. The Ansari man came to the Messenger of Allah 
(Afe) and told him what had happened and the 
Messenger ( A&) replied. 

You have said the truth, that was from the 
reinforcements from the third heaven. 

The Muslims killed seventy (pagans) in that battle and 
captured another seventy. 

Al-Bukhari also wrote a chapter in his Sahih about the 
participation of the angels in Badr. He collected a 
Hadith from Rifa'h bin Rati Az-Zuraqi, who participated 
in Badr, Jibril came to the Prophet (Afe) and asked 
him, "How honoured are those who participated in 
Badr among you?" 

The Prophet (Afe) said. Among the best Muslims. 

Jibril said, "This is the case with the angels who 
participated in Badr." 

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith. 

At-Tabarani also collected it in Al-Mu'jam Al-Kabir, but 
from Rati' bin Khadij, which is an apparent mistake. The 
correct narration is from Rifa'h, as Al-Bukhari recorded 
it. 

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that; the Messenger of 
Allah (Ait) said to Umar (RA), when Umar (RA) 
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suggested that the Prophet have Hatib bin Abi 

Balta'ah (RA) executed. 

He (Hatib R.A) participated in Badr. How do you know 
that Allah has not looked at the people of Badr and 
proclaimed, 'Do whatever you want, for I have 
forgiven you.' 

Allah said next, 

Allah made it only as glad tidings. .. 

Allah made sending down the angels and informing 

you of this fact as glad tidings, 

and that your hearts be at rest therewith. 

Surely, Allah is able to give you (O Muslims) victory over 
your enemies, and victory only comes from Him, 
without need to send the angels. 

And there is no victory except from Allah. 

Allah said in another Ayyat, 

So, when you meet (in fight in Allah's cause) those who 
disbelieve, smite (their) necks till when you have killed 
and wounded many of them, then bind a bond firmly 
(on them, take them as captives). Thereafter (is the 
time) either for generosity (free them without ransom), 
or ransom (according to what benefits Islam), until war 
lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had been Allah's will, 
He Himself could certainly have punished them 
(without you). But (He lets you fight) in order to test 
some of you with others. 

But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will 
never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set 
right their state. And admit them to Paradise which He 
has made known to them. (47:4-6) and. 
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And so are the days (good and not so good), that We 
give to men by turns, that Allah may test those who 
believe, and that He may take martyrs from among 
you. And Allah likes not the wrongdoers. 

And that Allah may test (or purify) the believers (from 
sins) and destroy the disbelievers. (3:140-141) 

These are points of wisdom for which Allah has 
legislated performing Jihad, by the hands of the 
believers against the disbelievers. Allah used to destroy 
the previous nations that denied the Prophets, using 
various disasters that encompassed these rebellious 
nations. For instance, Allah destroyed the people of 
Nuh (AS) with the flood, 'Ad with the wind, Thamud 
with the scream, the people of Lut (AS) with an 
earthquake and the people of Shu'ayb (AS) by the 
Day of the Shadow. After Allah sent Musa (AS) and 
destroyed his enemy Fir'awn (Pharaoh) and his soldiers 
by drowning, He sent down the Tawrah to him in which 
He legislated fighting against the disbelievers, and this 
legislation remained in the successive Laws. 

Allah said. And indeed We gave Musa (AS) -- after We 
had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture as 
an enlightenment. (28:43) 

It is more humiliating for the disbeliever and more 
comforting to the hearts of the faithful that the 
believers kill the disbelievers by their own hands. Allah 
said to the believers of this Ummah, 

Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by 
your hands, and disgrace them, and give you victory 
over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people. 
(9:14) 
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This is why killing the disbelievers of Quraysh by the 
hand of their enemies, whom they used to despise, was 
more humiliating to the disbelievers and comforting to 
the hearts of the party of faith. 

Abu Jahl, for instance, was killed in battle and this was 
more humiliating for him than dying in his bed, or from 
lightening, wind, or similar afflictions. Also, Abu Lahab 
died from a terrible disease (that caused him to stink) 
and none of his relatives could bear approaching him. 
They had to wash him with water by sprinkling it from a 
distance, and then threw stones over his corpse, until it 
was buried under them! 

Allah said next, Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, 

The might is His, His Messengers (Afe) and the believers, 
both in this life and the Hereafter. 

Allah said in another Ayyat, We will indeed make 
victorious Our Messengers (AS) and those who believe, 
in this world's life and on the Day when the witnesses 
will stand forth (Day of Resurrection). (40:51) 

Allah said next, All-Wise. 

In that He legislated fighting the disbeliever, even 
though He is able to destroy them and bring their 
demise by His will and power, all praise and honour is 
due to Him. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 8 : 10 ] 

And Allah appointed it, that is, the reinforcement, only 
as good tidings, and that your hearts might thereby be 
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reassured. Victory comes only from Allah: surely, Allah is 
Mighty, Wise. (Tafseer Jalalain) 


And Allah has made it (the promise) just to give you a 
good news, and so that your hearts might be at rest 
thereby. And the help is from none but Allah. Surely, 
Allah is Mighty, Wise. 

Commentary by Mufti Shafi (ra) 

The verses cited above describe the event of Badr and 
point out to blessings, which descended upon Muslims 
in the form of Divine help and support during the Battle. 

It has been stated that at the time, the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) and the noble Companions got the information 
that a virtual army of the Quraysh has already left 
Makkah to give a security cover to their trade caravan, 
Muslims found that they now have two groups to deal 
with. One of the two was the trade caravan, which has 
been called: fir) in relevant narrations. The other one 
was this very armed group which had dashed out from 
Makkah and which has been called: 2 (naffir). 
According to the statement given in the verse, that 
was the time when Allah Taala had made a promise to 
His Messenger (A&) and to all Muslims through him - to 
the effect that they will totally overcome one of the 
two groups so much so that they would be able to deal 
with it as they wished. 

Now, it is obvious that overcoming a trade caravan 
was easy and danger-free while dealing with an armed 
force was fraught with all sorts of difficulties and 
dangers. Therefore, after hearing this seemingly 
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ambiguous promise, it occurred to many Companions, 
that it would be convenient if the Divine promise made 
to Muslims that they would overcome one of the two 
groups, were to be about the group, which was simply 
an unarmed trading caravan. But, the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) and many of his leading Companions intended 
otherwise as Divinely guided and settled for 
overcoming an armed force as the better choice. 

In this verse, Muslims seeking to overcome an unarmed 
group have been warned that they, on their part, 
preferred to overcome an unarmed trading caravan in 
view of their tilt towards personal convenience and a 
danger-free option. But, Allah Taala intended it to be 
otherwise so that the real objective of Islam stands 
achieved, that is, truth gets to be established as the 
ultimate truth and the very root of disbelievers is cut off. 
It is obvious that this objective could be achieved only 
when the confrontation is against an armed force and 
Muslims overwhelm and overpower them. 

In substance, what Muslims are being chastised for is 
their choice of an option which was laced with timidity, 
desire to relax, and was a thing of temporal benefit. 
Contrary to that, the intention made by Allah Taala 
was based on high determination, great objectives 
and benefits, which were perfect and eternal. Then, in 
the second verse (8), it was further clarified by saying 
that there was nothing outside the power and control 
of Allah Taala. If He had so willed, Muslims would have 
triumphed over the trading caravan. But He deemed it 
compatible with the station and majesty of the 
Messenger of Allah (X$&), and his noble Companions 
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that the confrontation should be against the armed 
force which should result in their conquest so that it 
becomes all too clear that truth is, after all, the truth 
and that falsehood is, after all, nothing but falsehood. 

Noteworthy at this point is the question that Allah Taala 
is All- Knowing, All-Aware and certainly cognizant of 
the beginning and the end of everything. What then 
was the expedient consideration behind this 
ambiguous promise - that Muslims will overcome any 
one of the two groups? It seems possible that He could 
have pinpointed one group precisely and said that 
such and such group will be overtaken. 

The reason for this ambiguity - and Allah knows best - 
seems to be that this was designed to be a test of the 
noble Companions to determine whether they opt for 
the easy, or the difficult. Then, this was part of their 
moral training as well - through which they were taught 
a lesson in high determination, in the struggle for great 
objectives and in how not to be scared of impending 
dangers. 

When the Holy Prophet saw that, he has only 

three hundred and thirteen (313) Companions by his 
side - and that too being mostly unarmed - and 
arrayed against them there was an armed force 
composed of one thousand strong men, then, he 
raised his hands of prayer before Allah Jalla thana'uh 
seeking his help and support. As he prayed, the noble 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, said: 
'Amin' (Amen: So be it). Sayyidna 'Abdullah ibn 'Abbas 
(RA) has reported the words of this dua (prayer) made 
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by the Holy Prophet (Xsfe) as given below in its 
translation: 


"O Allah let the promise You have made to me come 
true now. O Allah, if this modest group of Muslims were 
to perish, then, on Your earth, there shall remain no one 
to worship You. (Because, the earth is full of kufr and 
shirk and left here are these few Muslims who worship 
Allah as due)." 

The Holy Prophet kept busy with his dua 

beseeching earnestly and plaintively so much so that 
the sheet wrap around his shoulders slide down. 
Sayyidna Abu-Bakr (RA) stepped forward and put the 
sheet back on his blessed body and said to him: Ya 
Rasul Allah (Xyfe), please worry no more. Allah Taala will 
surely respond to your prayer and fulfill His promise.' 

This is the event referred to in the opening statement: 
(when you were calling your Lord for help) of verse 9. 

It means that ‘worth remembering is the time when you 
were calling your Lord and appealing for His help and 
support.' This appeal for help was though from the Holy 
Prophet (Xj&) in fact but, since all Companions by his 
side were saying Amin' (So be it), therefore, the 
statement was attributed to the whole group. 

Immediately after, there appears the statement, which 
describes how this prayer has been answered. The 
words are: (so he responded to you [saying]: 'I am 
going to support you with one thousand of the angels, 
one following the other') 
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The unmatched power with which Allah Taala has 
blessed angels can be gauged from the event, which 
transpired at the time the part of earth on which the 
people of Sayyidna Lut (AS) lived was overturned 
upside down. Angel Jibril did this with just one flick of his 
feather. Therefore, there was no need to send such a 
large number of angels to participate in the combat - 
even one would have been more than enough. But, 
Allah Taala knows the nature of His servants as they 
also get impressed with numbers. Therefore, the 
promise of sending angels was kept synchronized with 
the numbers of the adversary in the combat, so that 
their hearts are put at rest fully and comprehensively. 

'Allah has done it only to give you glad tidings and so 
that your hearts might be at rest thereby.' 

The number of angels sent to support Muslims in the 
battle of Badr has been given as one thousand at this 
place, while in Surah 'Al-'lmran (3: 124) the number 
mentioned is three thousand and five thousand. The 
reason for this lies in three different promises made 
under different circumstances. The first promise was 
that of one thousand angels, the reason for which was 
the prayer of the Holy Prophet (;£$&) and the 
supporting plaint of common Muslims with him. The 
second promise of three thousand angels, which 
appears first in Surah ‘ A1-’ Imran, was made at a time 
when Muslims heard about the additional forces 
coming to join the Quraysh army. It has been reported 
in Ruh ol-Mo'oni as based on a narration of Al-Sha’bi 
from Ibn Abu Shaybah, Ibn al-Mundhir and others that 
on the day of the battle of Badr when Muslims heard 
that Kurz ibn Jabir Muharibi was coming with additional 
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armed support for the disbelievers, they were disturbed 
and agitated. Thereupon, the verse of 'Al-'lmran: 

"Shall it not suffice you that your Lord should help you 
with three thousand of the angels sent down (for you)?" 
- 3:124) was revealed and referred to wherein is the 
promise of sending a force of three thousand angels 
from the heavens in order to support believers. 

As for the third promise of five thousand, it was made 
subject to the condition that should the enemy launch 
a sudden offensive, a supporting force of five thousand 
angels will be sent down. That promise appears in the 
verse which follows verse 124 of Surah 'Al-'lmran (3) 
cited immediately above. Given here are the words in 
which it has been mentioned: 

"Why not? If you stay patient and fear Allah and they 
come upon you even in this heat of theirs, your Lord will 
reinforce you with five thousand of the angels having 
distinct marks" (3:125). 

Some Commentators have said that this promise had 
three conditions: 

(1 ) Fortitude, 

(2) Taqwa or fear of Allah and 

(3) Sudden and all-out attack by the opposing forces. 

Out of these, the noble Companions already fulfilled 
the first two conditions for no departure from these was 
witnessed in this battlefield from the beginning to the 
end. But, what did not take place was the third 
condition of a sudden attack. Therefore, things did not 
reach the point where the army of five thousand 
angels was to be inducted. 
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So, this matter remained revolving between one and 
three thousand. Which also lends to the probability 
that the figure of three thousand may mean the one 
thousand sent earlier to which an additional force of 
two thousand was added and made to be three 
thousand - and it is also probable that these three 
thousand were in addition to the first one thousand. 

At this stage, it is also interesting to note that the 
promise of sending three groups of angels in these 
three verses (8:9; 3:124; 3:125) mentions a quality 
particular to each group. In the present verse, 
verse 9 of Surah Al-Anfal, where the promise is for one 
thousand, the word used to describe the quality of 
these angels is ( murdifin : translated here as 'one 
following the other'). Perhaps, the indication already 
given within the text is that there are others too coming 
behind these angels. 

Then, in the first verse of Surah 'Al-'lmran (3:1 24) 

Quoted above, the quality of the angels has been 
given as: ( munzalin : translated as 'sent down [for 
you]'). The sense is that these angels will be made to 
descend from the heavens. In this, there is a hint 
towards the special arrangement made in this 
connection - that the angels already present on the 
earth will not be employed for this mission, instead of 
which, it will be by special appointment and despatch 
that these angels will be sent down from the heavens 
to fulfill the assignment they have been sent to carry 
out. 

After that, we have the second verse (3:125) of Surah 
'a-'lmran where the figure of five thousand has been 
mentioned. There, the quality of the angels has been 
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stated to be (musawwimin: translated as 'having 
distinct marks') that is, they shall be appearing in a 
particular dress and distinctive signs and marks. This is 
corroborated by Hadith narrations which report that 
the headgear of angels that descended during the 
battle of Badr was white and that of the angels who 
were sent down to help believers in the battle of 
Hunayn was red. 

Finally, it was said: (And the help is from none but 

Allah. Surely, Allah is Mighty, Wise). Here, Muslims have 
been warned that all help, whatever and from 
wherever it may be, open or secret, is from Allah Taala 
alone and issues forth through His power and control 
only. The help and support of angels is also subject to 
nothing but His command. Therefore, all believers must 
look up to none but the most pristine Being of Allah 
who is One and with Whom there is no partner or 
associate - because, He is the possessor of Power and 
Wisdom at its greatest. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 



( Ar Raad - 1 3 -. 28 : ) (28 <£) jiaJ I 


the ones who believe and their hearts are peaceful 
with the remembrance of Allah. Listen, the hearts find 
peace only in the remembrance of Allah. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) has written in his Tafseer: 
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Those who believed and whose hearts find rest in the 
remembrance of Allah. Verily, in the remembrance of 
Allah do hearts find rest. 

The Believer's Heart finds Comfort in the Remembrance 
of Allah 

Allah said, those who believed, and whose hearts find 
rest in the remembrance of Allah. 

For their hearts find comfort on the side of Allah, 
become tranquil when He is remembered and pleased 
to have Him as their Protector and Supporter. 

So Allah said, Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do 
hearts find rest. And surely. He is worthy of it. 

The Meaning of Tuba 

Allah said, those who believed, and work righteousness, 
Tuba is for them and a beautiful place of (final) return. 
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas (RA) said 
that Tuba means, 

"Happiness and comfort or refreshment of the eye." 
Ikrimah said that Tuba means, 

"How excellent is what they earned," 
while Ad-Dahhak said, 

"A joy for them." 

Furthermore, Ibrahim An-Nakh'i said that Tuba means, 
"Better for them," 

while Qatadah said that it is an Arabic word that 
means, 

'you have earned a good thing.' 

In another narration, Qatadah said that 'Tuba for them' 
means, 

"It is excellent for them," 

(and a beautiful place of return), and final destination. 
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These meanings for Tuba are all synonymous and they 
do not contradict one another. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (RA) 
said that a man asked, 

"O Allah's Messenger (Afe)! Tuba for those who saw 
you and believed in you!'' 

The Prophet said. Tuba is for he who saw me and 
believed in me. Tuba, and another Tuba, and another 
Tuba for he who believed in me, but did not see me. 

A man asked, "What is Tuba?" 

The Prophet said, A tree in Paradise whose width 
is a hundred years, and the clothes of the people of 
Paradise are taken from its bark. Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
recorded that Sahl bin Sa'd said that the Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) said. 

There is a tree in Paradise, if a rider travels in its shade 
for one hundred years, he would not be able to cross it. 
An-Nu'man bin Abi Ayyash Az-Zuraqi added, 

"Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (RA) narrated to me that the 
Prophet said. 

There is a tree in Paradise, if a rider travels in its shade 
on a fast, sleek horse for one hundred years, he would 
not be able to cross it." 

In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr 
narrated that the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said that 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said, 

O My slaves! 

If the first and the last among you, mankind and Jinns 
among you, stood in one spot and asked Me and I 
gave each person what he asked, it will not decrease 
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from My dominion, except what the needle decreases 
(or carries) when entered into the sea. 

Khalid bin Ma'ddan said, "There is a tree in Paradise 
called Tuba, that has breasts that nurse the children of 
the people of Paradise. Verily, the miscarriage of a 
woman will be swimming in one of the rivers of Paradise 
until the Day of Resurrection commences, when he will 
be gathered with people while forty years of age." 

Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 13 : 28 ] 

Those who believe and whose hearts are reassured, 
find rest, by Allah’s remembrance, that is, by His 
promise [of reward]. Verily by Allah’s remembrance are 
hearts reassured, that is, the hearts of the believers; 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The ones who believe and their hearts are peaceful 
with the remembrance of Allah. Listen, the hearts find 
peace only with the remembrance of Allah!’ 

Those who believe and do good deeds, for them there 
is the bliss and a good place to return. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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( Saba - 34:23) 

Intercession before Him is of no benefit, but for the one 
whom He has permitted. (And those who receive a 
command from Allah remain fearful) until when fear is 
removed from their hearts, they say (to each other), 
what did your Lord say? They say. The Truth. He is the 
High, the Great. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom 
He permits. So much so that when fear is banished 
from their hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord has 
said?" They say the truth. And He is the Most High, the 
Most Great. 

The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolaters Here 

Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, 
the Self-Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or partner; 
He is independent in His command and there is no one 
who can share or dispute with Him in that, or overturn 
His command. 

So, He says: 

Say: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah..." 
meaning, the gods who are worshipped besides Allah. 
They possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, 
either in the heavens or on the earth. 

This is like the Ayyat: 
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And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of 
Him, own not even a Qitmir. (35:13) 

Nor have they any share in either, 

means, they do not possess anything, either 

independently or as partners. 

Nor there is for Him any supporter from among them, 
means, nor does Allah have among these rivals any 
whose support He seeks in any matter; on the contrary, 
all of creation is in need of Him and is enslaved by Him. 
Then Allah says: 

Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom 
He permits. 

meaning, because of His might, majesty and pride, no 
one would dare to intercede with Him in any matter, 
except after being granted His permission to intercede. 
As Allah says: 

Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission. (2:255) 

And there are many angels in the heavens, whose 
intercession will avail nothing except after Allah has 
given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with. 
(53:26) 

and they cannot intercede except for him with whom 
He is pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him. 
(21:28) 

It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than 
one chain of narration that the Messenger of Allah 
(Afe), who is the leader of the sons of Adam (AS) and 
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the greatest intercessor before Allah, will go to stand in 
Al-Maqam Al-Mahmud (the praised position) to 
intercede for all of mankind when their Lord comes to 
pass judgment upon them. 

He said: 

Then I will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, and 
He will leave me (in that position), as long as Allah wills, 
and He will inspire me to speak words of praise which I 
cannot mention now. Then it will be said, 

"O Muhammad (Afe), raise your head. 

- Speak, you will be heard; 

- ask, you will be given; 

- intercede, your intercession will be accepted..." 

So much so that when fear is banished from their 
hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord has said!" 
They say the truth. 

This also refers to the great degree of His might and 
power. When He speaks words of revelation, the 
inhabitants of the heavens hear what He says, and 
they tremble with fear (of Allah) so much that they 
swoon. 

This was the view of Ibn Mas'ud (RA), may Allah be 
pleased with him, Masruq and others. (So much so that 
when fear is banished from their hearts) means, when 
the fear leaves their hearts. 

Ibn Abbas, Ibn Umar, Abu Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, 
Ash-Sha'bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Ad-Dhahhak, Al-Hasan 
and Qatadah said concerning the Ayyat, (So much so 
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that when fear is banished from their hearts, they say: 
"What is it that your Lord has said!" They say the truth), 
"When the fear is lifted from their hearts." 

When this happens, some of them say to others, "What 
did your Lord say!" 

Those (angels) who are carrying the Throne tell those 
who are next to them, then they in turn pass it on to 
those who are next to them, and so on, until the news 
reaches the inhabitants of the lowest heaven. Allah 
says, feh ' (They say the truth) meaning. 

They report what He said, without adding or taking 
away anything. 

And He is the Most High, the Most Great. 

In his Tafseer of this Ayyat in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him said, 

"The Prophet of Allah (;£$&) said: 

When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels 
beat their wings in submission to His Words, making a 
sound like a chain striking a smooth rock. When the 
fear is banished from their hearts, they say, "What is it 
that your Lord has said!" 

They say the truth, and He is the Most High, the Most 
Great. 

Then the one who is listening out hears that, and those 
who are listening out are standing one above the 
other. - 

Sufyan (one of the narrators) demonstrated with his 
hand, holding it vertically with the fingers outspread. 

So he hears what is said and passes it on to the one 
below him, and that one passes it to the one who is 
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below him, and so on until it reaches the lips of the 
soothsayer or fortune-teller. 

Maybe a meteor will hit him before he can pass 
anything on, or maybe he will pass it on before he is hit. 
He tells a hundred lies alongside it, but it will be said, 
"Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, such 
and such would happen?" 

So they believe him because of the one thing which 
was heard from heaven." 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim. Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded it. 

And Allah knows best. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[ 34 : 23 ] 

And intercession will not avail with Him, exalted be He 
— this was in response to their saying that their gods 
would intercede [for them] with Him — except for him 
to whom leave is given, in this respect (read adhina, 
‘[to whom] He gives leave’; or udhina, ‘[to whom] 
leave is given’). Yet, when fear is banished from their 
hearts (read active fazza'a, or passive fuzzi'a ), [when 
fear] is removed from them, upon leave being given. 
For this [intercession], they will say — some will say to 
others in anticipation of a favourable outcome — 
‘What has your Lord said?’, concerning this. They will 
say: [He has said] the saying that is, ‘The truth’, in other 
words, leave has been given for it. And He is the 
Exalted, above His creation, by [His] subjugation [of 
them], the Great, the Tremendous. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


577 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Satisfied Heart 

Say." Call upon those whom you claim (to be your 
gods) beside Allah. They do not possess (anything) 
even to the measure of a particle, neither in the 
heavens nor in the earth. They have no contribution at 
all in either of the two, and He (Allah) has no helper 
from among them. [22] 

And intercession before Him is of no benefit, but for the 
one whom He has permitted. (And those who will ask 
for intercession will remain fearful) Until when fear is 
removed from their hearts, they will say (to each other), 
"What did your Lord say?" They say, "the Truth". And He 
is the High, the Great. [23] 

This verse has refuted this belief by saying, "And 
intercession before Him is of no benefit, but for the one 
whom He has permitted." The sense is that their 
assumption that idols are close to Allah is not correct. 
They are neither close to Allah, nor do they have any 
power of intercession before Him. Then the text clarifies 
that even angels who are close to Allah cannot 
intercede for anyone without Allah's permission, and 
even if they are allowed to intercede, it is not easy for 
them to do that, because of Allah's awe they have in 
their hearts. The usual way in which they receive a 
command from Allah is that they become nervous, due 
to Allah's awe, when they receive it. Then once they 
return to their normal condition, they ask each other 
about the command to ensure its correct nature. This is 
the sense of the later part of Verse 23 where if is said, 
"Until when fear is removed from their hearts, they will 
say (to each other), "What did your Lord say?" They say, 
"The Truth". 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Satisfied Heart 




( Al Fateh 48:4) 

He (Allah) is such that He sent down tranquility into the 
hearts of the believers, so that they grow more in faith 

in addition to their (existing) faith And to Allah belong 

the forces of the heavens and the earth, and Allah is 
All-Knowing, All-Wise 


He it is Who sent down As-Sakinah into the hearts of the 
believers, that they may grow more in faith along with 
their faith. And to Allah belong the armies of the 
heavens and the earth, and Allah is Ever All-Knower, 
All-Wise. 


Allah sent down the Sakinah into the Hearts of the 
Believers 

Allah the Exalted said. He it is Who sent down As- 
Sakinah into the hearts of the believers, that they may 
grow more in faith along with their faith, 
meaning, tranquility. Qatadah commented, 

"Grace into the hearts of the believers", that is, the 
Companions, May Allah be pleased with them, on the 
Day of Al-Hudaybiyyah. 

The companions were they, who accepted the call of 
Allah and His Messenger (A&) and obeyed the 
decisions of Allah and His Messenger (,&&). When their 
hearts felt content with acceptance and were at 
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peace, Allah increased their faith, joining it to the faith 
they already had. 


Al-Bukhari, and other Imams, relied on this Ayyat as 
proof that faith increases and decreases in the hearts. 
Allah the Exalted said next that had He willed, He 
would have inflicted defeat on the disbelievers, Allah 
says; 

And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the 
earth, and had He willed to send only one angel to 
them, that angel would have brought destruction to all 
what they had. However, Allah the Exalted willed Jihad 
and fighting to be established for, and by, the believers 
for great wisdom, clear reasons and unequivocal 
evidences that He had in all this. 

This is why Allah the Great said next, 
and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said. 

That He may admit the believing men and the 
believing women to Gardens under which rivers flow to 
abide therein forever. 

We mentioned the Hadith that Anas (RA) narrated in 
which the Companions said, 

"Congratulations, O Allah's Messenger (;£$&)! This good 
news is for you, so what good news do we have?" 

Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayyat, (That He may 
admit the believing men and the believing women to 
Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein 
forever), 

meaning they will remain in Paradise forever, 
and He may expiate from them their sins; 
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Allah will not punish them for their errors and mistakes. 
Rather, He will forgive, absolve and pardon them and 
cover the errors, grant mercy and appreciate, 
and that is with Allah supreme success. 

Allah the Exalted said in a similar Ayyat, And whoever is 
removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, 
he indeed is successful. (3:185) 

Allah said, 

And that He may punish the hypocrites, men and 
women, and also the idolaters, men and women, who 
think evil thoughts about Allah, 

who question the wisdom in Allah's decisions and think 
that the Messenger (X*&) and his Companions, may 
Allah be pleased with them, might be killed and 
exterminated. This is why Allah the Exalted said, 
for them is a disgraceful torment. And the anger of 
Allah is upon them, and He has cursed them, (He has 
cast them away from His mercy), 

and prepared Hell for them -- and worst indeed is that 
destination. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured asserted His 
ability to take revenge from the enemies of Islam and 
all disbelievers and hypocrites, 

And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the 
earth. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[48:4] 

He it is Who sent down the spirit of Peace, [Divine] 
reassurance, into the hearts of the believers, that they 
might add faith to their faith, by way of [their 
embracing of] the legal stipulations of religion: for every 
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time He revealed one [of these], they would believe in 
it — including the [command to] struggle. And to Allah 
belong the hosts of the heavens and the earth, and so 
if He wanted to bring victory to His religion by means of 
others. He would have done so. And Allah is ever 
Knower, of His creatures, Wise, in His actions, in other 
words, He is ever possessed of such attributes; 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


He (Allah) is such that He sent down tranquility into the 
hearts of the believers, so that they grow more in faith 
along with their (existing) faith - And to Allah belong 
the hosts of the heavens and the earth, 
and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise - [4] 
so that He admits the believing men and the believing 
women to the gardens beneath which rivers flow, to 
live therein for ever, and so that He may write off their 
evil deeds and that is a great achievement in Allah's 
sight, [5] 

Bounties of Allah upon the Participants of Hudaybiyah 

In the first three verses of this Surah, reference was 
made to Allah's particular bounties bestowed upon the 
Holy Prophet (X$&) in the wake of the manifest victory. 
Some of the participants of Hudaybiyah congratulating 
the Holy Prophet (A&), asked him that the favours are 
conferred exclusively upon him, but what is there in it 
for them? 

In response to this query, verses 4-7 were revealed. They 
distinctly refer to the good graces of Allah upon the 
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participants of Hudaybiyah and the Pledge of Ridwon. 
These favours were generously bestowed upon them 
because of faith in, and obedience to, the Holy 
Prophet All believers whose faith and obedience 

are complete and perfect will receive similar good 
graces of Allah. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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25.0 - Well Wisher Heart 
(Nake Dil) 


Allah Taala defined about well-wisher hearts in the 
Quran in Surah Al-Anfaal and Surah Al-Hashar. 




25.1 


(ZD jjJSC- 4Jjl_5S©^ 


( AlAnfaal - 8 :70) 

O Prophet (;£$&), say to the prisoners in your hands. If 
Allah knows any goodness in your hearts. He will give 
you something better than what has been taken from 
you, and will forgive you. 

Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

O Prophet (Afe)! Say to the captives that are in your 
hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts. He will 
give you something better than what has been taken 
from you, and He will forgive you, and Allah is Most- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful." 


Pagan Prisoners at Badr were promised better than 
what they lost, if they become Righteous in the Future 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Abdullah bin 
Abbas (RA) said that before the battle of Badr, the 
Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

I have come to know that some people from Banu 
Hashim and others were forced to accompany the 
pagans, although they had no desire to fight us. 
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Therefore, whoever meets any of them (Banu Hashim), 
do not kill him. Whoever meets Abu Al-Bukhtari bin 
Hisham, should not kill him. Whoever meets Al-Abbas 
bin Abdul-Muttalib (RA), let him not kill him, for he was 
forced to come (with the pagan army). 

Abu Hudhayfah bin Utbah said, "Shall we kill our fathers, 
children, brothers and tribesmen (from Quraysh), and 
leave Al-Abbas By Allah! If I meet him, I will kill him with 
the sword." 

When this reached the Messenger of Allah (Afe), he 
said to Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA), O Abu Hats! 
and Umar (RA) said, "By Allah that was the first time that 
the Messenger of Allah (;&&) called me Abu Hats." 

Will the face of the Messenger of Allah's (Afe) uncle be 
struck with the sword! 

Umar (Xyfe) said, "O Allah's Messenger (;&&)! Give me 
permission to cut off his neck (meaning Abu Hudhayfah 
R.A) for he has fallen into hypocrisy, by Allah!" 

Ever since that happened, Abu Hudhayfah used to say, 
"By Allah! I do not feel safe from this statement coming 
back to haunt me, and I will continue to fear its 
repercussions, unless Allah, the Exalted, forgives me for 
it through martyrdom." 

Abu Hudhayfah (RA) was martyred during the battle of 
Al -Yamamah, may Allah be pleased with him. 

Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"On the eve after Badr, the Messenger of Allah (;&&) 
spent the first part of the night awake, while the 
prisoners were bound. His Companions said to him, 'O 
Allah's Messenger (;£$&)! Why do you not sleep?’ 
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Al-Abbas had been captured by a man from Al-Ansar, 
and the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said to them, 

I heard the cries of pain from my uncle Al-Abbas, 
because of his shackles, so untie him. 

When his uncle stopped crying from pain, Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&) went to sleep." 

In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded a Hadith from Musa bin 
Uqbah who said that Ibn Shihab said that Anas bin 
Malik (RA) said that; 

Some men from Al-Ansar said to the Messenger of Allah 
), "O Allah's Messenger (X$&)! Give us permission 
and we will set free our maternal cousin Al-Abbas 
without taking ransom from him." 

He said. 

No, by Allah! Do not leave any Dirham of it. 

And from Yunus Bikkir, from Muhammad bin Ishaq, from 
Yazid bin Ruwman, from Urwah, from Az-Zuhri that 
several people said to him, 

"The Quraysh sent to the Messenger of Allah 
concerning ransoming their prisoners, and each tribe 
paid what was required for their prisoners. 

Al-Abbas (RA) said, 'O Allah's Messenger (X$&)! I 
became a Muslims before.' 

The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

Allah knows if you are Muslim! If what you are claiming 
is true, then Allah will compensate you. As for your 
outward appearance, it was against us. Therefore, 
ransom yourself, as well as, your nephews Nawfal bin 
Al-Harith bin Abdul-Muttalib and Aqil bin Abu Talib bin 
Abdul-Muttalib, and also your ally Utbah bin 'Amr, from 
Bani Al-Harith bin Fihr. 
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Al-Abbas said, 'I do not have that (money), O Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&)!' 

The Messenger said, 

What about the wealth that you and Umm Al-Fadl 
buried, and you said to her, 'If I am killed in this battle, 
then this money that I buried is for my children Al-Fadl, 
Abdullah and Quthem. 

Al-Abbas said, 'By Allah, O Allah's Messenger (X$&)! I 
know that you are Allah's Messenger for this is a 

thing that none except Umm Al-Fadl and I knew. 
However, O Allah's Messenger (;£$&)! Could you count 
towards my ransom the twenty Uwqiyah (pertaining to 
a weight) that you took from me (in the battle)' 

The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

No, for that was money that Allah made as war spoils 
for us from you. 

So Al-Abbas ransomed himself, his two nephews and 
an ally, and Allah revealed this verse, 

O Prophet (;£$&)! Say to the captives that are in your 
hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts, He will 
give you something better than what has been taken 
from you, and He will forgive you, and Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful." (8:70) 

Al-Abbas (RA) commented, 'After I became Muslim, 
Allah gave me twenty servants in place of the twenty 
Uwqiyah I lost. And I hope for Allah's forgiveness." 
Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded, that Anas bin 
Malik (RA) said, "The Prophet (X$&) was brought some 
wealth from Bahrain and said; 
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Distribute it in my Masjid, 

and it was the biggest amount of goods Allah's 
Messenger (Afe) had ever received. He left for prayer 
and did not even look at the goods. After finishing the 
prayer, he sat by those goods and gave some of it to 
everybody he saw. Al-Abbas (RA)came to him and 

said, 'O Allah's Messenger(Xs^)! Give me (something) 
too, because I gave ransom for myself and Aqil .' 

Allah's Messenger (;£$&) told him to take. So he stuffed 
his garment with it and tried to carry it away but he 
failed to do so. 

He said, 'Order someone to help me in lifting it.' 

The Prophet(X^) refused. 

He then said to the Prophet (;£$&), 'Will you please help 
me to lift it!' 

Allah's Messenger (;£$&) refused. 

Then Al-Abbas (RA) dropped some of it and lifted it on 
his shoulders and went away. 

Allah's Messenger (Afe) kept on watching him till he 
disappeared from his sight. Allah's Messenger (;£$&) did 
not get up until the last coin was distributed." 

Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith in several places of 
his Sahih with an abridged chain, in a manner 
indicating his approval of it. 

Allah said. 

But if they intend to betray you, they indeed betrayed 
Allah before, 

meaning (But if they intend to betray you) in 
contradiction to what they declare to you by words 
(they indeed betrayed Allah before), the battle of Badr 
by committing disbelief in Him, 
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So He gave (you) power over them, 
causing them to be captured in Badr, 

And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise. He is Ever Aware of his 
actions and All-Wise in what He decides. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[8:70] Hazrat Jalaluddin Sayuti (ra) said: 

O Prophet (;£$&), say to those captives who are in your 
hands: (asrd, may also be read as asdra ) ‘If Allah 
knows of any good, any faith or sincere devotion, in 
your hearts He will give you better than that which has 
been taken from you, by way of ransom, by His 
multiplying it for you in this world and rewarding you in 
the Hereafter, and will forgive you, your sins. Truly Allah 
is Forgiving, Merciful’. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Shafi (ra) said: 

O Prophet, say to the prisoners in your hands, "If Allah 
knows of any good in your hearts. He will give you 
something better than what has been taken from you, 
and will forgive you. 

And Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very- Merciful. 

The prisoners taken in the battle of Badr were released 
against ransom. These were sworn enemies of Islam 
and Muslims who had left nothing undone when it 
came to harassing, torturing, beating and killing them, 
anytime, anywhere. The slightest opportunity on hand 
would make them inflict their savagery on them. Now 
that they were prisoners in the hands of Muslims, 
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granting them a lease of life was no mean feat. In fact, 
it was much more than adequate for them, virtually 
touching the outside limits of kindness under given 
circumstances. Then, the amount of ransom taken from 
them was far too ordinary. 

Certainly great is the kindness of Allah Taala. Imagine 
the consideration shown for the discomfort caused to 
them in paying that paltry sum for freedom and see 
how it is removed. It has been said in verse 70: If Allah 
shall find any good in your hearts, then. He shall give 
you what is better than what has been taken from you 
- and in addition to that. He shall forgive your past sins. 
The word: 2 ( khayr : good) used here means '/man 
(faith) and Ikhlos (sincerity). The sense of the statement 
is that prisoners, who, once they are free, were to take 
to '/man and Islam with sincerity, then, they shall be 
receiving more and better than what they have given 
in ransom. Thus, made free and independent, the 
prisoners have been invited to consider their profit and 
loss as free individuals. In consequence, events prove 
that those from among them who embraced Islam 
were so heavily rewarded by Allah Taala right here in 
this mortal world with wealth and property which was 
way higher than what they had paid as ransom - not to 
mention the forgiveness they were blessed with and 
the high ranks of Paradise they received in the 
Hereafter. 

Most commentators have said that this verse was 
revealed about Sayyidna 'Abbas (RA), the uncle of the 
Holy Prophet (Xsfe) because he too was one of the 
prisoners of Badr and ransom was taken from him too. 
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His case was special in that he had left Makkah to 
participate in the battle of Badr with almost seven 
hundred guineas of gold on his person, which was 
meant to be spent on the army of the disbelievers. 
However, before this could be spent, he was taken a 
prisoner with the gold. 

When came the time to pay ransom, he said to the 
Holy Prophet (;&&) that the gold he had with him 
should be applied to cover the amount of his ransom. 
The Holy Prophet (Afe) said: The wealth you brought to 
support disbelief became war spoils for Muslims. 
Ransom has to be in addition to that. Along with it, he 
also said: You should also pay the ransom for your two 
nephews, 'Aqil ibn Abu Talib and Nawfil ibn Harith. 
Thereupon, Sayyidna 'Abbas (RA) said: If so much 
financial burden was placed on me, I shall have to beg 
before the Quraysh like a pauper. The Holy Prophet 
(A&) said: Why? What about the wealth you had 
entrusted with your wife, Umm al- Fadl (RA) while 
leaving Makkah? Sayyidna 'Abbas (RA) asked: How did 
you know this when I had entrusted it with my wife in 
the darkness of night, personally and in private. There is 
no third person who knows about it. He (;£$&) said: My 
Rabb has told me everything about it. When Sayyidna 
'Abbas (RA) heard these words, his heart became 
certain that the Holy Prophet (X$&) was a true 
messenger of Allah. In fact, Sayyidna 'Abbas (RA) had 
held the Holy Prophet (X$&) in esteem even before this 
happened, but there were some doubts as well - which 
Allah Taala removed at this moment. So, in reality, he 
had become a Muslim right then. But, he had a lot of 
money he had loaned out to the Quraysh of Makkah. If 
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he were to declare his conversion to Islam immediately 
at that time, all that money would have gone waste. 
Therefore, he did not make a public announcement of 
it and the Holy Prophet too said nothing about it 
to anyone. Before the Conquest of Makkah, he 
requested the Holy Prophet (;£$&) for his permission to 
migrate from Makkah to Madinah. But, the Holy 
Prophet advised him not to do that yet. 

Following this conversation with Sayyidna 'Abbas (RA) 
the Holy Prophet (X*&) also told him about the promise 
appearing in the present verse which says that should 
he embrace Islam and become a Muslim with 
unalloyed sincerity of heart. Then, the money, he has 
spent in ransom shall be returned to him by Allah Taala 
making it much more and much better for him. Hence, 
it was after his adherence to Islam had become public 
knowledge, he used to say: As for me, I am seeing the 
manifestation of this promise with my own eyes - 
because the amount of gold taken from me in ransom 
at that time was seven hundred guineas (20 Uqiyah). 
Now, at present, twenty of my slaves are running 
businesses at several places and no business venture 
being run by them is worth any less than twenty 
thousand dirhams each. And on top of all this, I have 
been blessed with the opportunity to serve Hujjaj, the 
visiting pilgrims, by providing to them drinking water 
from the sacred well of Zamzam - a service I consider 
to be so valuable as would pale out the possession of 
the entire wealth of the people of Makkah. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Well Wisher Heart 


(Tjj JJ! but jAfc\ IS jj&P (jcioJt^ - 25.2 


( AlHashar -59:10) CDO 

And (fai‘ is also) for those who came after them saying, 
Our Lord, forgive us and those of our brothers who 
preceded us in faith, and do not place in our hearts 
any rancor against those who believe; Surely, Our Lord, 
you are Very-Kind, Very-Merciful. 


For the detail of this Ayyat Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Those who deserve the Fai'; and the Virtues of the 
Muhajirin and Al-Ansar 

Allah states; (And there is also a share in this booty) for 
the poor emigrants, 

Allah states the categories of needy people who also 
deserve a part of the Fai', 

Who were expelled from their homes and their 
property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His) good 
pleasure, 

meaning, departed their homes and defied their 
people, seeking the acceptance of Allah and His 
favor, 

and helping Allah and His Messenger(X^) ■ Such are 
indeed the truthful. 

meaning, 'they are those who were truthful in 
statement and deed, and they are the chiefs of the 
Muhajirin.' 

Allah the Exalted praised the Ansar next and 
emphasized their virtue, status and honour, preferring 
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to give to others over themselves, even though they 
were in need, and not feeling enviousness. 

Allah the Exalted said, 

And (it is also for) those who, before them, had homes 
and had adopted the faith. 

Referring to those who resided in the city to which the 
migration occurred, before the emigrants arrived at it, 
and who embraced the faith before many of the 
emigrants. 

Umar (RA) said, 

"I recommend the Khalifah, who will come after me, to 
know the rights and virtues of the foremost Muhajirin 
and to preserve their honour. I also recommend him to 
be kind to the Ansar, those who resided in the city of 
Hij'rah and embraced the faith beforehand, that he 
accepts the good that comes from those who do 
good among them and forgives those among them 
who commit errors." 

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith. 

Allah said, 

Love those who emigrate to them, 
indicates that they, on account of their generosity and 
honorable conduct, loved those who emigrated to 
them and comforted them with their wealth. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas (RA) said, 

"The Muhajirin said, 'O Allah's Messenger (,£$&)! We 
have never met people like those whom we emigrated 
to; comforting us in times of scarcity and giving us with 
a good heart in times of abundance. They have 
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sufficed for us and shared their wealth with us so much 
so, that we feared that they might earn the whole 
reward instead of us.' 

He said. 

No they won't, as long you thanked them for what they 
did and invoked Allah for them." 

I have not seen this version in the other books. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Yahya bin Sa'id heard Anas 
bin Malik (RA), when he went with him to Al-Walid, 
saying, 

"The Prophet (Afe) called Ansar to divide Al-Bahrayn 
among them. The Ansar said, 'Not until you give a 
similar portion to our emigrant brothers.' 

He said. 

Perhaps, no; 

but you will soon see people giving preference to 
others, so remain patient until you meet me (on the 
Day of Resurrection)." 

Al-Bukhari was alone with this version. 

He also recorded that Abu Hurayrah (RA) said, 

"The Ansar said (to the Prophet ;£$&), 'Distribute our 
date-palms between us and our emigrant brothers.' 

He replied, 'No.' 

The Ansar said (to the emigrants), 'Look tends to the 
trees and shares the fruits with us.' 

The emigrants said, 'We hear and obey."' 

Al-Bukhari, but not Muslim, recorded it. 

The Ansar never envied the Muhajirin 

Allah said, 

and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which 
they have been given. 
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meaning, the Ansar did not have any envy for the 
Muhajirin because of the better status, rank, or more 
exalted grade that Allah gave the Muhajirin above 
them. 

Allah's statement (that which they have been given), 
refers to what the Muhajirin were favored with, 
according to Qatadah and Ibn Zayd. 

Selflessness of the Ansar 

Allah said, 

and give them preference over themselves even 
though they were in need of that, 
meaning, they preferred giving to the needy rather 
than attending to their own needs, and began by 
giving the people before their own selves, even though 
they too were in need. 

An authentic Hadith stated that the Messenger of Allah 

( . t ..iQ fl.lf" ) said, 

The best charity is that given when one is in need and 
struggling. 

This exalted rank is better than the rank of those, whom 
Allah described in His statements. 

And they give food, inspite of their love for it. (76:8), 
And, And gives his wealth, in spite of love for it. (2:1 77) 
The latter give charity even though they love the 
wealth they give, not that they really do not need it, 
nor that it is necessary for them to keep it. The former 
prefer others to themselves even though they are in 
need and have a necessity for what they spend in 
charity. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RA) gave away all his 
wealth in charity and Allah's Messenger (Afe) asked 
him. 
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What did you keep for your family, and he said, 

"I kept for them Allah and His Messenger 

Ikrimah (bin Abi Jahl) and two other wounded fighters 
were offered water when they were injured during the 
battle of Al-Yarmuk, and each one of them said that 
the sip of water should be given to another of the three 
wounded men. They did so even though they were 
badly injured and craving water. When the water 
reached the third man, he and the other two died and 
none of them drank any of the water! May Allah be 
pleased with them and make them pleased with Him. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah (RA) said, 

M A man came to the Prophet (X$&) and said, 'O Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&)! Poverty has stuck me.' 

The Prophet sent a messenger to his wives (to 

bring something for that man to eat) but they said that 
they had nothing. Then Allah's Messenger (Xyfe) said, 

Who will invite this person or entertain him as a guest 
tonight; may Allah grant His mercy to him who does so. 
An Ansari man said, 'I, O Allah's Messenger (;&&)!' 

So he took him to his wife and said to her, 'Entertain the 
guest of Allah's Messenger (;&&) generously.' 

She said, 'By Allah! We have nothing except the meal 
for my children.' 

He said, 'Let your children sleep if they ask for supper. 
Then turn off the lamp and we go to bed tonight while 
hungry.' 

She did what he asked her to do. 

In the morning the Ansari went to Allah's Messenger 
( I .1 l O , .ll- ) who said. 
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Allah wondered (favorably) or laughed at the action of 
so-and-so and his wife. 


Then Allah revealed, 

and they give them preference over themselves even 
though they were in need of that." 

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in another part of his 
Sahih. Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i collected this 
Hadith. 

In another narration for this Hadith, the Companion's 
name was mentioned, it was Abu Talhah Al-Ansari, and 
may Allah be pleased with him. 

Allah said, 

And whosoever is saved from his own greed, such are 
they who will be the successful. 

Indicating that those who are saved from being stingy, 
and then they have earned success and a good 
achievement. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin Abdullah (RA) 
said that the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) said, 

- Be on your guard against committing oppression, for 
oppression is darkness on the Day of Resurrection. 

- Be on your guard against being stingy, for being stingy 
is what destroyed those who were before you. It made 
them shed blood and make lawful what was unlawful 
for them. 

Muslim collected this Hadith. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Al-Aswad bin Hilal said 
that a man said to 'Abdullah (bin Mas'ud) (RA), 
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"O Abu Abdur-Rahman! I fear that I have earned 
destruction for myself." 

Abdullah (RA) asked him what the matter was and he 
said, "I hear Allah's saying, 

And whosoever is saved from his own greed, such are 
they who will be the successful. 

and I am somewhat a miser who barely gives away 
anything." 

Abdullah (RA) said, 

"That is not the greed Allah mentioned in the Qur'an, 
which pertains to illegally consuming your brother's 
wealth. What you have is miserliness, and it is an evil 
thing indeed to be a miser." 

Allah said, 

And those who came after them say: 

"Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts any 
hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You 
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful. 

This is the third type of believers whose poor most 
deserve to receive a part of the Fai'. These three types 
are 

• the Muhajirin, 

• the Ansar and 

• those who followed their righteous lead with 
excellence. 

Allah said in another Ayyat, 

And of the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirin 
and the Ansar and also those who followed them 
exactly, Allah is well-pleased with them as they are 
well-pleased with Him. (9:100) 
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The third type is those who followed the Muhajirin and 
Ansar in their good works, beautiful attributes and who 
invoke Allah for them in public and secret. 

This is why Allah the Exalted said in this honourable 
Ayah, 

And those who came after them say, 
meaning, the statement that they utter is. 

Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts any 
hatred, meaning, rage or envy, 

against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are 
indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful. 

Indeed, it is a beautiful way that Imam Malik used this 
honourable Ayah to declare that the Rofidah who 
curse the Companions do not have a share in the Fai' 
money, because they do not have the good quality of 
those whom Allah has described here that they say. 

Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have 
preceded us in faith, and put not in our hearts any 
hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You 
are indeed full of kindness. Most Merciful. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that A’ishah (RA) said, 

"They were commanded to invoke Allah to forgive 
them, but instead, they cursed them!" 

She then recited this Ayyat 

And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive 
us and our brethren who have preceded us in faith, 
and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who 
have believed." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 
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[59:10] 

And those who will come after them, after the 
Emigrants and the Helpers, up to the Day of 
Resurrection, say, ‘Our Lord, forgive us and our brethren 
who preceded us in [embracing] the faith, and do not 
place any rancour, any spite, in our hearts toward 
those who believe. Our Lord, You are indeed Kind, 
Merciful!’ 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

All Muslims after the Muhajirin and the Ansar are 
entitled to fai' 

"And [fai' is also] for those who came after them . . 
..59:10) This verse lays down that all Muslims until the 
Last Hour, after the noble Companions from amongst 
the Muhajirin and Ansar, are entitled to a share in the 
fai' property. This was the reason why Sayyidna 'Umar 
Al-Faruq (RA) conquered great territories like 'Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt and so on, but did not distribute them among 
the fighters. He retained them as public endowment for 
next generations, so that the income might accrue to 
the Islamic public treasury and the Muslims until the Last 
Hour may benefit from it. When some of the blessed 
Companions enquired about the distribution of the 
conquered territories, he referred to this verse and said: 
"Had it not been for the future generations of Muslims, I 
would have distributed all the conquered territories 
among the fighters as they were captured, following 
the example of the Messenger of Allah (;£$&). When 
Khaibar was conquered, the Holy Prophet (Afe) 
distributed all its lands. If all the lands are distributed 
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among the present Muslim generation, nothing will be 
left for future generations." 

[Transmitted by Imam Malik and Qurtubi]. 

Love for the Blessed Companions is a sign that the 
Ummah is on Truth 

On this occasion, Allah has put the Ummah of 
Muhammad (;&&) into three different categories: 

[I] Muhajirin; 

[21 Ansar; and 

[31 the general body of the Ummah. 

The special characteristics of the Muhajirin and the 
sterling qualities of the Ansar are described in the 
relevant verses above. As for the merits of the rest of 
the Ummah, the verse merely mentions one quality of 
theirs that they recognize the high status of Muhajirin 
and the Ansarin that they had preceded them in faith 
and were means of communicating it to us. Further, 
they pray for forgiveness of all, and also pray that their 
own hearts be completely cleansed of all bitterness 
and spite towards true and sincere Muslims. 

This shows that for the validity and acceptance of faith 
and Islam of all the coming generations of Muslims, 
after the blessed Companions, it is a necessary 
condition that they have love and respect for the 
Companions of the Holy Prophet (Afe), and pray for 
their brethren in Faith of earlier generations. Where this 
necessary condition is lacking, such people are not 
worthy of being called Muslims. Therefore, Sayyidna 
Mus'ab Ibn Sa'd (RA) says that the Muslims of this 
Ummah are divided into three categories, of which two 
categories [those of Muhajirin and Ansar] have already 
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been mentioned. The third category remains. If anyone 
wishes to have a place in the Ummah, he should join 
the third category by showing love, respect and 
honour to the blessed Companions. 

Someone approached Sayyidna Husain (RA) and 
inquired about Sayyidna 'Uthman (RA) [who had by 
then been martyred], the former asked the inquirer: 
"Are you one of the Muhajirin?" He replied: "No". Then 
he asked him: "Are you one of the Ansar?" He replied: 
"No." He then said: 'there remains only the third verse 
“And ... those who came after them ... [59:101 V: If you 
wish to create doubt about Sayyidna 'Uthman (RA), 
then you will have to leave this category as well.' 
Qurtubi says that this verse is a proof that love of the 
blessed Companions is obligatory. Sayyidna Imam 
Malik says that any person who reviles a Companion or 
holds a grudge against him, will not have a share in the 
Fai' property of the Muslims. Then he argues, based on 
this verse, that every Muslim has a share in the Fai' 
property, and anyone who has no share, his faith in 
Islam is doubtful. 

Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas (RA) has stated that 
Allah has commanded all Muslims to pray for the 
Companions of Muhammad (X$&) and for their 
forgiveness, whereas Allah knew that there would be 
conflicts and civil wars between them. Therefore, it is 
not permissible for any Muslim to hold evil thoughts 
about them because of their conflicts. 

Sayyidah A’ishah Siddiqah (RA) says, "I have heard your 
Holy Prophet (Afe) say that this community will not 
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perish unless the later generations curse the earlier 
generations." 


Sayyidna 'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar (RA) says: "When you 
hear anyone reviling a Companion, tell him, 'May the 
curse of Allah be upon the one who is the worst of 
youl." Obviously, no Companion can ever be worse. 
The one who is cursing would be the worst one. In a 
word, it is a cause of curse to revile a Companion. 

'Amr Ibn Haushab says: "I have found the earlier 
generations of this Ummah uniformly and strongly 
advise people to describe the merits of the noble 
Companions and their good qualities, so that they may 
develop love for them. Do not ever talk about their 
conflicts and disagreements, so that people may 
become bold and show disrespect to them." 

[All these narratives have been adapted from Gurtubi.] 
(Tafseer Marif ul Curan) 
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26.0 - Chaste Heart 

(Pak Dil) 

Regarding chaste hearts Allah mentioned in the Quran 
on three different occurrences. 

( BP j/rLLii oJlSj auI <3 ^ (z/ 4 ^) l - 26.1 
( Ash Shuraa - 26 :89 ) 

Except to him who will come to Allah with a sound 
heart. 

The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, 
means, a man's wealth will not protect him from the 
punishment of Allah, even if he were to pay a ransom 
equivalent to an earth full of gold. (Nor sons), 
means, 'or if you were to pay a ransom of all the 
people on earth.' 

On that Day nothing will be of any avail except faith in 
Allah and sincere devotion to Him, and renunciation of 
Shirk and its people. 

Allah says: 

Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart, 
meaning, free from any impurity or Shirk. 

Ibn Sirin (ra) said, 

"The clean heart knows that Allah is true, that the Hour 
will undoubtedly come and that Allah will resurrect 
those who are in the graves." 

Sa'id bin Al-Musayyib (RA) said, 

"The clean heart is the sound heart." 
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This is the heart of the believer, for the heart of the 
disbeliever and the hypocrite is sick. Allah says: (In their 
hearts is a disease). (2:10) 

Abu Uthman An-Nisaburi said, "It is the heart that is free 
from innovation and is content with the Sunnah." 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[26:89] 

Except him who comes to Allah with a heart that is 
sound, [free] from idolatry and hypocrisy — and this is 
the heart of the believer, whom such [things] will avail. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


The neither Day when neither wealth will be of any use 
(to any one) nor sons, [88] except to one who will 
come to Allah with a sound heart, [26:89] 

This verse has declared that wealth and children will 
not be of any help to a person on the Day of 
Judgment. This declaration is subjected to exception in 
the words, "except to one who will come to Allah with 
sound heart". (Coming with sound heart means to 
come to Him with true faith). Now, this exception has 
been interpreted in two different ways. According to 
one interpretation adopted by some commentators, 
this exception is not meant to exclude the believers 
from the rule. It is an exception of a special type which 
is known in Arabic grammar as " munqati (This type of 
exception does not exclude anything from the 
aforementioned statement. 
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It simply says that the thing negated in the first 
sentence is found in someone else. A simple example 
for this expression is that a person is asked about Zaid 
whether he has some wealth and children, and he 
replies, "No, his wealth and children are nothing but his 
sound heart." The same expression is used in this verse. 
The gist of the verse, according to this interpretation 
would be that wealth and children will not be helpful to 
anyone, to a believer nor to a disbeliever; what will be 
helpful, instead of wealth and children, is one's sound 
heart, i.e. the true faith and righteous deeds. 

The second interpretation, adopted by the majority, is 
that it is a normal exception, which means that wealth, 
and children may be helpful to the one who will come 
to Allah with sound heart, i.e. with faith and righteous 
deeds, but these things will not be of any use to a 
disbeliever. Another point worth noting in this verse is 
that while referring to 'children' the Holy Qur'an has 
used the word (Banun) which is literally restricted to the 
male children. Probably the reason is that it is the male 
children from whom an effective help is expected in 
adverse situations. The expectation of help from female 
children in some calamities is very rare even in this 
world. Therefore, the male children are specifically 
mentioned in the context of the Hereafter to indicate 
that even those who were expected to help in the 
world will not be of any use there. 

It may also be noted that "sound heart" literally means 
a healthy heart. But according to Sayyidna Ibn ’Abbas 
(RA) here it means that heart of a believer that testifies 
the Oneness of Allah and is pure from shirk. The same 
interpretation is reported from Mujahid, Hasan al-Basri 
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and Sa'id ibn al-Musayyab ; with different expressions. 
Sa’id ibn al-Musayyab says that the sound heart is only 
that of a believer because the heart of a disbeliever is 
sick. The Holy Qur'an says, 

(In their heart, there is a malady (2:10) 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 




( AlAhzab 33 :5) 

Call them by (the name of) their (real) fathers; It is more 
equitable in the sight of Allah. And if you do not know 
their fathers, then they are your brothers in faith and 
your friends. There is no sin on you in the mistake you 
make, but in that which you do with intention of your 
heart; and Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful. 

Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

Call them by their fathers that are more just with Allah. 
But if you know not their father's, your brothers in faith 
and Mowolikum (your freed servants). 

And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you 
made a mistake, except in regard to what your hearts 
deliberately intend. 

And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

Abolition of Adoption 
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Before Allah discusses ideas and theoretical matters. 
He gives tangible examples: one man cannot have 
two hearts in his body, and a man's wife does not 
become his mother if he says the words of Zihar to her: 
"You are to me like the back of my mother." By the 
same token, an adopted child does not become the 
son of the man who adopts him and calls him his son. 

Allah says: 

Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his 
body. Neither has He made your wives whom you 
declare to be like your mothers' backs, your real 
mothers... 

This is like the Ayyat: 

They cannot be their mothers. None can be their 
mothers except those who gave them birth. (58:2) 

Nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons. 

This was revealed concerning Zayd bin Harithah (RA), 
may Allah be pleased with him, the freed servant of the 
Prophet. The Prophet had adopted him before 

Prophet Hood, and he was known as Zayd bin 
Muhammad (RA). Allah wanted to put an end to this 
naming and attribution, as He said: 

Nor has He made your adopted sons your real sons. 

This is similar to the Ayyat later in this Surah: 

Muhammad (Afe) is not the father of any of your men, 
but he is the Messenger of Allah (X$&) and the last 
(end) of the Prophets. 

And Allah is Ever All-Aware of everything. (33:40) 

And Allah says here: 

That is but your saying with your mouths. 


609 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Chaste Heart 

meaning, 'your adoption of him is just words, and it 
does not mean that he is really your son,' for he was 
created from the loins of another man, and a child 
cannot have two fathers just as a man cannot have 
two hearts in one body. 

But Allah says the truth, and He guides to the way. 

Sa'id bin Jubayr (RA) said: 

(But Allah says the truth) means, justice. 

Qatadah said: (and He guides to the way) 
means, the straight path. 

Imam Ahmad said that Hasan told them that Zuhayr 
told them from Qabus, meaning Ibn Abi Zibyan, that his 
father told him: 

"I said to Ibn Abbas (RA), 'Do you know the Ayyat, 
(Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his 
body). What does this mean?' 

He said that the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) stood up one 
day to pray, and he trembled. The hypocrites who 
were praying with him said, 

'Do you not see that he has two hearts, one heart with 
you and another with them.' 

Then Allah revealed the words 

(Allah has not made for any man two hearts inside his 
body)." 

This was also narrated by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "It is a 
Hasan Hadith". 

It was also narrated by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim from 
the Hadith of Zuhayr. 


610 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Chaste Heart 

An Adopted Child should be named after His Real 
Father 

Allah commands; 

Call them (adopted sons) by their fathers, that is more 
just with Allah. 

This is a command which abrogates the state of affairs 
that existed at the beginning of Islam, when it was 
permitted to call adopted sons after the man who 
adopted them. Then Allah commanded that they 
should be given back the names of their real fathers, 
and states that this was more fair and just. 

Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated 
that Abdullah bin Umar (RA) said: 

"Zayd bin Harithah, may Allah be pleased with him, the 
freed servant of the Messenger of Allah (A&), was 
always called Zayd bin Muhammad (RA), until (the 
words of the) Qur'an were revealed 
(Call them (adopted sons) by (the names of) their 
fathers, that is more just with Allah)." 

This was also narrated by Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasa'i. 

They used to deal with them as sons in every respect, 
including being alone with them as Mahrams and so 
on. Hence Sahlah bint Suhayl, the wife of Abu 
Hudhayfah (RA), May Allah be pleased with them both, 
said: "O Messenger of Allah (,&&)! We used to call 
Salim our son, but Allah has revealed what He has 
revealed. He used to enter upon me, but I feel that 
Abu Hudhayfah (RA) does not like that. 

The Prophet (Afe) said: 
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Breastfeed him and he will become your Mahrams." 
Hence when this ruling was abrogated, Allah made it 
permissible for a man to marry the ex-wife of his 
adopted son, and the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) 
married Zaynab bint Jahsh (RA), the divorced wife of 
Zayd bin Harithah (RA), may Allah be pleased with him, 

Allah said: 

So that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the 
believers in respect of the wives of their adopted sons 
when the latter have no desire to keep them. (33:37) 
And Allah says in Ayyat At-Tahrim: 

The wives of your sons from your own loins. (4:23) 

The wife of an adopted son is not included because he 
was not born from the man's loins. 

A "foster" son through breastfeeding is the same as a 
son born from one's own loins, from the point of view of 
Shariah, because the Prophet (X*&) said in the Two 
Sahihs: 

Suckling makes unlawful as lineage does. 

As for calling a person "son" as an expression of honour 
and endearment, this is not what is forbidden in this 
Ayyat, as is indicated by the report recorded by Imam 
Ahmad and the Sunan compilers -- apart from At- 
Tirmidhi - from Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with 
him, who said: 

"We young boys of Banu Abd Al-Muttalib came to the 
Messenger of Allah (Afe) at the Jamarat; he slapped 
us on the thigh and said, 

O my sons, do not stone the Jamarah until the sun has 
risen. 
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This was during the Farewell Pilgrimage in 10 AH. 


(Call them by their fathers). This is concerning Zayd bin 
Harithah , may Allah be pleased with him. He was killed 
in 8 AH at the battle of Mu'tah. 

In Sahih Muslim it is reported that Anas bin Malik, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: 

"The Messenger of Allah said: 

O my son." 

It was also reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. 

But if you know not their father's then they are your 
brothers in the religion and Mowolikum (your freed 
servants). 

Here Allah commands that adopted sons should be 
given back their fathers' names, if they are known; if 
they are not known, then they should be called 
brothers in faith or freed servants, to compensate for 
not knowing what their real lineage is. 

When the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) left Makkah after 
performing his Umrat Al-Qada', the daughter of 
Hamzah, may Allah be pleased with her, started 
following him, calling, "O uncle, O uncle!" 

Ali took her and said to Fatima, may Allah be pleased 
with her, "Take care of your uncle's daughter," so she 
picked her up. 

Ali (RA), Zayd (RA) and Jafar (RA) -- may Allah be 
pleased with them -- disputed over of which of them 
was going to take care of her, and each of them gave 
his reasons. 

Ali said, "I have more right, because she is the daughter 
of my paternal uncle." 

Zayd (RA) said, "She is the daughter of my brother." 
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Jafar bin Abi Talib (RA) said: "She is the daughter of my 
paternal uncle and I am married to her maternal aunt - 
- meaning Asma' bint 'Umays (RA)." 

The Prophet (Afe) ruled that she should stay with her 
maternal aunt, and said: 

The maternal aunt has the same status as the mother. 
He said to Ali, may Allah be pleased with him. 

You belong to me and I belong to you. 

He said to Jafar , may Allah be pleased with him. 

You resemble me both in your looks and in your 
attitude. 

And he said to Zayd, may Allah be pleased with him. 

You are our brother and our freed servant. 

This Hadith contains a number of rulings, the most 
important of which is that the Prophet ruled according 
to the truth, and that he sought to appease all the 
disputing parties. His saying to Zayd, may Allah be 
pleased with him, (You are our brother and our freed 
servant), is as Allah says in this Ayyat: (your brothers in 
faith and your freed servants). 

Then Allah says: 

And there is no sin on you concerning that, in which 
you made a mistake, 

meaning, if you call one of them after someone who is 
not in fact his father, by mistake, after trying your best 
to find out his parentage, then Allah will not attach any 
sin to this mistake. 

This is like the Ayyat in which Allah commands His 
servants to say: 
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Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error. 
(2:286) 

It was reported in Sahih Muslim that the Messenger of 
Allah (Xj&) said: 

Allah says, "Certainly I did (so)." 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it was recorded that Amr bin AI-'As, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

"The Messenger of Allah said: 

If the judge makes Ijtihad and reaches the right 
decision, he will have two rewards; 
if he makes Ijtihad and reaches the wrong decision, he 
will have one reward. 

In another Hadith: 

Allah will forgive my Ummah for mistakes, forgetfulness 
and what they are forced to do. 

And Allah says here: 

And there is no sin on you concerning that in which you 
made a mistake, except in regard to what your hearts 
deliberately intend. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

meaning, the sin is on the person who deliberately does 
something wrong, as Allah says elsewhere: 

Allah will not call you to account for that which is 
unintentional in your oaths. (2:225) 

Imam Ahmad narrated from Ibn Abbas (RA) that Umar 
said: 

"Allah sent Muhammad (Afe) with the Truth and 
revealed to him the Book. One of the things that were 
revealed in it was the Ayyat of stoning, so the 
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Messenger of Allah (;£$&) stoned (adulterers) and we 
stoned (them) after he died." 

Then he said, 

"We also used to recite, 'Do not attribute yourselves to 
anyone other than your fathers, for this is disbelief, to 
attribute yourselves to anyone other than your fathers.'" 

The Messenger of Allah said: 

Do not exaggerate in praising me as 'Isa bin Maryam 
(AS) was praised upon him be peace and blessings. I 
am just a servant of Allah. Say, "He is His servant and 
Messenger." 

Or Ma'mar may have said: 

As the Christians praised the son of Maryam. 

This was also narrated in another Hadith: 

Three things that people do are parts of disbelief: 
Slandering a person's lineage, 

Wailing over the dead and seeking rain by the stars. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[33:5] Hazrat Allama Muhalli (ra) said in his Tafseer: 
Instead, attribute them to their [true] fathers. That is 
more equitable, [that is] more just, in the sight of Allah. 
If you do not know their [true] fathers, then they are 
your brethren in religion and [as] your associates. And 
you would not be at fault for any mistake you make, in 
this respect, except, in, what your hearts may 
premeditate, after the prohibition [has been issued]. 
And Allah is Forgiving, of whatever you said before the 
prohibition [was issued]. Merciful, to you in this respect. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 
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Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said: 

Call them by (the name of) their (real) fathers; It is more 
equitable in the sight of Allah. And if you do not know 
their fathers, then they are your brothers in faith and 
your friends. And there is no sin on you in the mistake 
you make, but in that which you do with intention of 
your heart and Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful. 

In the cited verses, there is a refutation of three customs 
prevailing among disbelievers as well as of their false 
notions. 

(1) During Johiliiyyah, Arabs used to say about a person 
who was smarter than others that he had two hearts in 
his chest cage. 

(2) Then they had a custom about their wives following 
which a person would declare his wife to be like the 
back of his mother, or some other part of the body, 
and go on to say, 'you are, for me, like the back of my 
mother.' This, in their usage, was called "Zihar." It is a 
derivation from Zohr, which means 'back'. They thought 
that if a person who had done "Zihar" with his wife, she 
becomes haram (unlawful) to him forever. 

(3) And then they had another custom under which 
one person would make the son of another so-called or 
adopted son and who so would take a son in that 
manner, the boy would become known as 'his' son and 
would be addressed as such. According to their 
practice, this so-called or adopted son used to be 
recognized in all rules and regulations as a 'real' son. 
For instance, he would be regarded as a sharer even in 
inheritance, like a real offspring along with the children 
from his loins. Then, they would also regard the 
marriage relations of the so-called or adopted son as 
falling under the standard rule whereby the marriage 

617 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Chaste Heart 

with a category of certain women is unlawful. For 
example, as marriage with the wife of one's real son 
remains unlawful even after he has divorced her, they 
also took the divorced wife of the so-called or adopted 
son to be unlawful for that person. 

Since the first of the three notions of the period of 
Johiliyyoh were not tied up with religious belief or 
conduct, therefore, the Shari'ah of Islam had no need 
to refute it. To determine whether there is just the one 
heart inside the chest or, maybe there are two as well 
was simply a case of anatomical inquiry. That it was 
obviously false was known to everyone. Therefore, most 
likely, the matter of its refutation was also introduced as 
a prologue to the other two issues and it was said: The 
way false is the saying of the people of Jahiliyyah. That 
'someone could have two hearts in his chest', the falsity 
of which is known to everyone - similarly, false are their 
notions in the matters of Zihar (falsely declaring one's 
wife unlawful to him like his mother) and adoption of 
sons. 

As for the injunctions governing the two issues of Zihar 
and adopted son, these are among the social and 
familial issues that have a great importance in Islam - to 
the extent that Allah Taala Himself has given even their 
subsidiary details in the Qur'an, unlike other matters, this 
has not been left at the declaration of principles only 
with its detailed enunciation entrusted with the Holy 
Prophet (Afe) Regarding both these issues, the people 
of Jahiliyyah, following their baseless whims, had a 
bunch of self-made laws relating to the lawful and the 
unlawful, the permissible and the impermissible. It was 
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the duty of the True Religion that it should refute these 
false notions and make the truth manifest. 

Therefore, it was said: It means: 'You are wrong in 

thinking that, should someone call his wife the equal or 
like of his mother, the wife does not go on to become 
unlawful for him for ever like his real mother. Just 
because you say so, a wife does not become a 
mother, in reality. Your mother is but she who gave birth 
to you.' Now, at least, the notion of the people of 
Johiliyyoh that Zihar makes one's wife unlawful forever is 
refuted by this verse. What happens next? Does saying 
so bring about any legal effect? The standing 
injunction in this connection appears in Surah al- 
Mujadalah [58:2-41 where saying so has been called a 
sin and abstention from it obligatory. And it is provided 
there that he who has made such a declaration should 
offer a kaffirah (expiation) of having done zihar after 
which having intercourse with his wife becomes lawful 
for him. The details of this issue will appear in the 
Commentary on Surah al-Mujadalah 
(Marif ul Qur'an, Volume VIII). 

The second issue was that of the rnutabanna, i.e 
adopted son. About that, it was said: (nor did he make 
your adopted sons your (real) sons - 4). The word: 
(adiaya'J is the plural of: (da'iyy) which means a so- 
called son. The sense is that the way no man has two 
hearts inside him and the way by likening one's wife to 
one's mother, the wife does not become the mother - 
similarly, the so-called son does not become your real 
son. In other words, neither will he be entitled to a share 
in inheritance with other sons, nor the precepts of the 
unlawfulness of marriage will apply to him. For 
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example, the way the divorced wife of a real son is 
unlawful for his father forever, the divorced wife of an 
adopted son is not unlawful for his so-called father. 
Since this last matter affects many other matters, 
therefore, it was complimented by another injunction, 
that is, even an adopted son should be attributed to his 
real father, and not to the person who has adopted 
him - because, this spells out the danger of misgiving 
and confusion creeping in many matters. 

There is a hadith from Sayyidna Ibn 'Umar (RA) 
appearing in al-Bukhari, Muslim and others in which it 
has deen said: ’Before the revelation of this verse, we 
used to call Zayd Ibn Harithah (RA) by the name of 
Zayd Ibn Muhammad (because the Holy Prophet (;&&) 
had taken him in as his mutabanna, adopted son). 
After the revelation of this verse, we abandoned this 
practice.' 

Ruling 

This tells us about many people who call the children of 
others as 'son' which, if because of simple affection, not 
because of declaring him an adopted son or a 
mutabanna , then, this would though be permissible, 
still, it is not the better choice, because it looks like 
violating the prohibition, at least in appearance. (As in 
Ruh al-Ma'ani from al-Khafaji Ala al Baidawi) 

And this is the same matter which, by throwing the 
Quraysh of Arabia into deception, led them to commit 
a sin of terribly serious proportions to the extent that 
they started blaming the Holy Prophet by saying 

that he had married the divorced wife of his 'son' , while 
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in fact, he was not his son, but only a mutabonna 
(adopted son) - something that will be mentioned in 
this very Surah a little later. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


@4 - 26.3 

(AlSaffat - 37 :84 ) 

(Remember) when he came to his Lord with a pure 
heart. 

The Story of Ibrahim (AS) and His People 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas, may Allah 
be pleased with him said that: 

And verily, among those who followed his ways was 
Ibrahim (AS). 

means, he was one of the followers of his religion. 
Mujahid said, "He was following his path and his way." 

When he came to his Lord with a Salim heart. 

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 

"This means that he bore witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Awf said, "I said to 
Muhammad bin Sirin, 'What is the Salim heart?' He said, 
'One which knows that Allah is true and that the Hour 
will undoubtedly come to pass, and that Allah will 
resurrect those who are in the graves.'" 

Al-Hasan said, "One that is free from Shirk." 
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Urwah said, "One that is not cursed." 

When he said to his father and to his people: 

"What is it that which you worship?" 

He denounced his people for their worship of idols and 
false gods, 

Allah said: 

Is it a falsehood -- gods other than Allah -- that you 
desire. Then what think you about the Lord of the all 
that exists! 

Qatadah said, 

"This means, 'what do you think He will do with you 
when you meet Him, given that you worshipped others 
alongside Him." 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[37:84] 

When he came to his Lord, in other words, he 
continued to follow Him upon coming to Him, with a 
heart that was pure, of any doubt or the like, 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And certainly from his adherents was Ibrahim (AS). [83] 
(Remember) when he came to his Lord with a pure 
heart, [84] 

After having related the event, concerning Sayyidna 
Nuh (AS) the Qur'an mentions two events from the 
blessed life of Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS). Both events 
highlight the great sacrifices Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) 
offered for the sake of Allah alone. Out of these, the 
first event mentioned in the verses cited above relates 
to Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) being thrown into the fire. Its 
details have already appeared in Surah Al-Anbiya' 
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(21:51-70). Yet, the way it has been described at this 
place; it needs some explanatory notes that appear 
below. 

The word: (shi'ah) in verse 83: (And certainly from his 
adherents was Ibrahim (AS).) is used in the Arabic 
language for a group or party the individuals from 
which are similar to each other in basic concepts and 
methods - and here it is obvious that the pronoun in 
(shi'atihi) is reverting to Sayyidna Nuh (AS). Therefore, it 
would mean that Sayyidna Ibrahim (AS) adhered to 
the way of Sayyidna Nuh (AS) the prophet preceding 
him, and that there was a perfect agreement between 
them on the basic principles of faith - and it is also 
possible that the religious codes they had could also 
be the same, or similar. Let us bear in mind that, 
according to some historical narratives, there is a gap 
of two thousand six hundred and forty years between 
them, and there was no prophet except Sayyidna Hud 
(AS) and Sayyidna Salih (AS) during this period. 
(Kashshaf, p. 48, v. 4) 

In verse 84, it was said: (when he came to his Lord with 
a pure heart,). Here, 'coming to his Lord' means 'to turn 
to Allah, to zero in one's attention towards Him and to 
worship Him. 1 By placing the restriction of 'with a pure 
heart’, it has been indicated that no act of devotion 
(’ibadah) to Allah is acceptable until the heart of the 
devotee is cleansed pure from false beliefs and ill 
intentions. If a certain act of devotion is performed 
while laced with some false belief, then, no matter how 
hard the devotee has worked in this process, it will still 
not be acceptable. Similarly, if the main purpose of the 
devotee happens not to be the seeking of the sole 
pleasure of Allah - but is a simple show off or some 
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material gain, then, that act of devotion is not 
praiseworthy. The passion with which Sayyidna Ibrahim 
(AS) turned towards Allah was free of all such 
adulterations. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Advisor Heart 


27.0 - Advisor Heart 

(Nasah Dil) 

Allah Taala discussed about advisor hearts in Surah 
Ash- Shuraa and Surah Qaaf in the Quran: 



upon your heart, so that you become one of the 
warners 

Upon your heart that you may be (one) of the warners. 

The Qur'an was revealed by Allah 

Here Allah tells us about the Book which He revealed to 

His servant and Messenger Muhammad 

And truly, this refers to the Qur'an, which at the 

beginning of the Surah was described as (and never 

comes there unto them a Reminder as a recent 

revelation from the Most Gracious...) (26:5) 

is a revelation from the Lord of AI-'Alamin. 

means, Allah has sent it down to you and revealed it to 

you. 

Which the trustworthy Ruh has brought down. 

This refers to Jibril, peace be upon him. 

This was the view of more than one of the Solof: 

Ibn Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka'b, Qatadah, Atiyyah Al- 
'Awfi, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri and Ibn Jurayj. 

This is an issue concerning which there is no dispute. 
Az-Zuhri said, "This is like the Ayyat: 

Say: "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril - for indeed he has 
brought it down to your heart by Allah's permission, 
confirming what came before it..." (2:97) 
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Upon your heart, 

'O Muhammad (;£$&), free from any contamination, 
with nothing added or taken away.' 
that you may be of the warners, 

means, 'so that you may warn people with it of the 
punishment of Allah for those who go against it and 
disbelieve in it, and so that you may give glad tidings 
with it to the believers who follow it.’ 

In the plain Arabic language. 

meaning, 'this Qur'an which We have revealed to you, 
We have revealed in perfect and eloquent Arabic, so 
that it may be quite clear, leaving no room for excuses 
and establishing clear proof, showing the straight path.' 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[26:194] 

Upon your heart, that you may be [one] of the warner, 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Qur'an is the name of the collection of its words and 
meanings it is brought by the Trusted Spirit down. To 
your heart, so that you become one of the warner. in 
plain Arabic language. And of course, it is (mentioned) 
in the scriptures of the former people. 

The words (in plain Arabic language - 195) in these 
verses make it clear that Qur'an is only that which is in 
Arabic language. Any translation of a passage or the 
whole of Qur'an in any language cannot be called 
Qur'an. But the next sentence (And of course, it is 
[mentioned] in the scriptures of the former people - 
196) does not seem to be in consonance with it, 
because the pronoun 'if is apparently refers to the 
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Qur'an and means that the Qur'an was also in the 
earlier scriptures, i.e. in Torah, Injil and Zabur. It is also 
well known that the earlier books, namely Torah, Injil 
and Zabur, were not in the Arabic language. Hence, 
the inclusion of the meanings of Qur'an in them is 
referred in this verse as 'Qur'an'. Answer to this apparent 
contradiction is that according to majority of the 
Ummah, sometimes even the subject matter of the 
Qur'an is called Qur'an in a general sense, because the 
real purpose of a book is the subjects it deals with. The 
statement that earlier books also contained Qur'an is in 
this sense only that they included some Quranic 
subjects. This statement is also endorsed by many 
narrations of hadith. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran ) 


07 - 27.2 


( Qaaf - 50 :37 ) 

Indeed, there is a lesson in all this for him who has a 
heart and gives ear (to the truth) attentively. 

Hafiz Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 


Verily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a 
heart or gives ear while he is heedful. 

Warning the Disbelievers of the imminent Torment; 

Allah says, And how many ... 

Allah the Exalted asks, 'how many We have destroyed 
before these denying disbelievers?' 

A generation who were stronger in power than they. 
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They were more numerous, mightier than they and who 
constructed on the earth and built on it more than 
they. 

The statement of Allah the Exalted, 

And they went about the land! Could they find any 
place of refuge? 

Ibn Abbas (RA) commented, 

"They left the traces throughout the land," 

Qatadah (RA) said, 

"They traveled throughout the land seeking provisions 
through trade and business, more than you have." 

Allah's statement, (Could they find any place of 
refuge?) 

means, 'could they find a shelter from Allah's decision 
and appointed destiny? 

Have what they collected benefited them or averted 
Allah's torment when it came to them on account of 
their denial of the Messengers (;£$&)? 

Likewise, you will never be able to avert, avoid, or find 
refuge or shelter (from His torment).' 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honoured said. 

Verily, therein is indeed a reminder, (and a lesson), 
for him who has a heart, 

meaning, a sound understanding with which he 
comprehends, or, a good mind, according to Mujahid, 
or gives ear while he is heedful. 

meaning, he hears the speech, comprehends and 
understands it in his mind and grasps its indications with 
his intellect. 


628 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Advisor Heart 

Mujahid said that, (or gives ear), means, he does not 
talk to himself but listens with an attentive heart. 


Ad-Dahhak commented, 

"The Arabs would say that someone has given ear 
when he hears with his ears, while his heart is present 
and not absent." 

Ath-Thawri and several others said similarly. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[50:37] 

Assuredly there is in that, which is mentioned, a 
reminder, an admonition, for him who has a heart, a 
mind, or gives ear, [or] listens to admonitions, in [full] 
witness, present in heart [and mind]. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


And how many a generations We have destroyed 
before them who were stronger than these in their grip 
on power, and they searched out the cities: Was there 
any place to escape? [36] 

Indeed, there is a lesson in all this for him who has a 
heart and gives ear (to the truth) attentively. [37] 

Warning the Disbelievers of the imminent Torment 

In the concluding sentence of verse [36] (and they 
searched out the cities: Was there any place to 
escape? The verb noqqobu is derived from the 
infinitive tonqib, which literally means to make a hole, 
to perforate or pierce. Idiomatically, it connotes to go 
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or go away through the distant land, country, journey, 
or traverse. (al-Qamus). 

The word mahis means asylum or a place of refuge. In 
this verse, Allah poses a rhetorical question to the 
unbelievers: How many generations We have 

destroyed before you! They were more numerous and 
mightier than you, and they traveled throughout the 
land for trade and business, but they could not find 
shelter from their destined death. No land could give 
them shelter. 

Channels of Acquiring Knowledge 

(Who has a heart - 50:37). Ibn 'Abbas (RA) has said that 
here the word q alb [heart] means 'aql [intellect], 
because the centre of intellect is heart. Some scholars 
of Qur'an say that "heart" here refers to life, because 
the axis of life is heart. Thus the verse means only that 
person will be able to benefit from the advice and 
lesson of the Qur'an who has life or a sound 
understanding with which he comprehends. The one 
devoid of intellect cannot benefit from the Qur'an. 

(and gives ear [to the truth] attentively. .,.50:37). 

The phrase llqa'-us- som' connotes to listen to someone 
attentively and the word Shahid means present. The 
message of the above verses is that two types of 
people benefit: 

[1] A person who has the mind and the intellect who 
understands it in his mind and accepts it; and 

[2] A person who gives his ears and listens to the Divine 
verses with an attentive heart, while his heart is present 
and not absent. 

Mazhari interprets that the first type is called kamilin 
[thoroughly proficient members of the Islamic 
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community]. The second type is their followers and 
sincere seekers of Reality who are under the direction 
of a spiritual guide who, because of their sincerity and 
purity of heart, accept the teachings of the religion. 
(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 


631 




Sincere Heart 


HEARTS: In The Light of Quran 


28.0 - Sincere Heart 

(Ikhlas Wala Dil) 

4 b 


( AlFateh -48 :1 8 ) 

Allah was pleased with the believers when they were 
pledging allegiance with you (by placing their hands in 
your hands) under the tree, and He knew what was in 
their hearts, so He sent down tranquility upon them, 
and rewarded them with a victory, near at hand. 


Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when 
they gave the pledge to you under the tree, 

He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down 
As-Sakinah upon them, and He rewarded them with a 
near victory. 


Good News to the Participants of the Ridwan Pledge of 
Allah's Pleasure and earning Spoils of War 

Allay Says, Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers 
when they gave the pledge to you under the tree, 

Allah declares that He is pleased with the believers who 
gave the pledge to the Messenger of Allah under the 
tree. We mentioned the number of these believers as 
being one thousand and four hundred and that the 
tree was a Samurah tree, located in the area of 
Hudaybiyyah. 


Al-Bukhari narrated from Tariq that Abdur-Rahman said. 
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"I went on Hajj and passed by people praying and 
asked, 'What is this Masjid' 

They said, 'This is the tree where the Messenger of Allah 
took the pledge of Ar-Ridwan.’ 

So, I went to Sa'id bin Al-Musayyib and told him. Sa'id 
said, 

'My father told me that he was among those who 
gave their pledge to the Messenger of Allah under the 
tree. My father said: 

The following year, when we went out, we forgot its 
place and could not agree which tree it was.’ 

Sa'id said, 'The Companions of Muhammad forgot 
where the tree was, but you know where it is. Therefore, 
you have better knowledge than them!" 

Allah said, He knew what was in their hearts, 
meaning, of truthfulness, trustworthiness, obedience 
and adherence, 

and He sent down As-Sakinah, (calmness and 
tranquility), upon them, and He rewarded them with a 
near victory. 

i.e. in reference to the goodness that Allah the Exalted 
and Most Honored caused to happened to the 
Companions on account of the peace treaty between 
them and their disbelieving enemies. Ever after that, 
the Companions gained abundant, general and 
continuous benefits and accomplishments, leading to 
the conquest of Khyber and Makkah and then the 
various surrounding provinces and areas. They earned 
tremendous glory, triumphs and an elevated and 
honorable status in this life and in the Hereafter, 
just as Allah the Exalted said. 
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And abundant spoils that they will capture. And Allah is 
Ever All-Mighty, All-Wise. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[48:18] 

Verily God was pleased with the believers when they 
pledged allegiance to you, at al-Hudaybiyah, under 
the tree, this was an acacia — they [these believers] 
numbered 1300 or more; he took an oath of allegiance 
from them that they would fight against Quraysh and 
not [attempt to] flee from death. And He, God, knew 
what was in their hearts, of sincerity and loyalty, so He 
sent down the spirit of Peace upon them, and 
rewarded them with a near victory, which was the 
conquest of Khaybar, following their departure from al 
Hudaybiyah, 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Mufti Muhammad Shafi (RA) said: 

Allah was pleased with the believers when they were 
pledging allegiance with you by placing their hands in 
your hands under the tree, and He knew what was in 
their hearts, so He sent down tranquility upon them, 
and rewarded them with a well-nigh victory, 

Allah announces that those sincere participants who 
took this solemn oath have obtained His pleasure. 
Therefore, the oath came to be known as bai'ot-ur- 
Ridwan (that is, the pledge that earned Allah's 
pleasure). The purpose of this is to compliment the 
participants of the allegiance and to emphasise the 
obligation of fulfilling the covenant. It is recorded in 
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Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Sayyidna Jabir 
(RA) that on the day of Hudaybiyah, the companions 
were 1400 people, and the Holy Prophet (SAW) said to 
them: " You are the best of people living on the surface 
of the earth." lt'is recorded in Muslim on the authority of 
Umm Bishr (RA) that the Holy Prophet (SAW) has said, 
"None of those who swore fealty under the tree will 
enter the Fire" (Mazhari). 

Therefore, the participants of this allegiance are like the 
participants of the battle of Badr. The Qur'an and 
Hadith give glad tidings of Allah's pleasure and 
Paradise to the participants of the battle of Badr. 
Likewise, the sources give glad tidings of Allah's 
pleasure and paradise to the participants of bai'at-ur- 
Ridwan. These tidings bear testimony to the fact that 
these sincere participants meet their end in the state of 
faith, righteousness, and with deeds that please Allah, 
because this announcement of Allah's pleasure 
guarantees that. 

Vilification of, and Finding Fault with, the Noble 
Companions prohibited 

Tafseer Mazhari says that the noble Companions are 
among the best of the prophet's (SAW) followers, and 
as such, Allah has announced forgiveness of their sins, 
shortcomings and slips - if they committed any. 
Therefore, it is against the declaration of this verse to 
investigate into those of their deeds that are not 
laudable, and to make it a subject of debate. It is also 
a crystal clear denunciation of the attitude of Rawafid, 
the Shi'ites, who reject the legitimacy of the caliphs 
Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 'Uthman, (RA) and vilify them and 
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other blessed Companions - condemning them as 
unbelievers and hypocrites. 


The Tree of Ridwan 

The tree that is mentioned in this verse refers to mimosa 
arabica or the gum-acacia tree. It is reported that after 
the Holy Prophet some people used to take walk there 
and perform Saiah. Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) came to know 
about this and feared that the future generation 
lacking in knowledge might start worshipping the very 
tree, as it happened in the past generations. Therefore, 
he had the tree felled. However, it is recorded in 
Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Sayyidna Tariq 
Ibn 'Abdur-Rahman (RA) who reports: "I once went for 
Hajj, and I passed by some people who had gathered 
in a place and were performing Saiah. I asked them: 
'Which mosque is this?'. They replied: 'This is the tree 
under which the Holy Prophet (SAW) took bai'at-ur- 
Ridwan.' After that I went up to Sayyidna Sa'id Ibn 
Musayyab (RA) and narrated this incident to him. 

He said: 'My father was one of those who participated 
in bai'at-ur-Ridwan. He said to me that when he went 
to Makkah the following year he looked for the tree, 
but could not find it.' Then Sayyidna Sa'id Ibn Musayyab 
(RA) added: 'Companions who participated in bai'at- 
ur-Ridwan at the hands of the Holy Prophet (SAW) 
themselves are unaware of the location of the tree, but 
it is strange that you should know about it. Are you 
more knowledgeable than they are?"' (Ruh-ul-Maani). 
This goes to show that later on people must have 
determined conjecturally - based on incomplete and 
doubtful evidence - about a particular tree that it was 
the tree under which the pledge was taken. As a result, 
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they frequented the place and performed Soloh. 
Sayyidna 'Umar(RA) knew that it was not the real tree. 
Then he apprehended people's involvement in shirk. 
Therefore, he had the tree felled. 

Conquest of Khaibar 

Khaibar is the name of a province, which comprises 
many settlements, fortresses and gardens (Mazhari). 
Verse 18 refers to the victory of Khaibar by saying, "and 
rewarded them with a well-nigh victory,". 

There is consensus of the scholars on that 'well-nigh 
victory' in this verse means the victory of Khaibar, which 
occurred after returning from Hudaybiyah. According 
to some versions, the Holy Prophet (SAW) stayed in 
Madinah after returning from Hudaybiyah only for ten 
days, and according to other versions, he stayed for 
twenty days. Then he marched against Khaibar. 
According to Ibn Ishaq's version, he returned to 
Madinah in the month of Dhulhijjah and set out for 
Khaibar in the month of Muharram in the 7th year of 
Hijra h. 

Khaibar was conquered in the month of Safar in the 7th 
year of Hijrah. Waqidi’s Maghazi reports this. According 
to Hafiz Ibn- Hajar, this is the preferred opinion. (Tafseer 
Mazhari) 

In any case, this shows that the conquest of Khaibar 
took place many days after the march to Hudaybiyah. 
According to consensus of scholarly opinion. Surah Al- 
Fateh was revealed in the course of his return journey 
from Hudaybiyya. However, there is a difference of 
opinion whether the Surah was revealed in its entirety 
or some of its verses were revealed later. If the first view 
is preferred, then the conquest of Khaibar is a 
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prophecy that Muslims will definitely achieve and is 
described in past perfect tense to denote that it is as 
certain as an event that has already happened in the 
past. If the second view is preferred, it is possible that 
these verses were revealed after the conquest of 
Khaibar. Allah knows best! 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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29.0 - Loving Heart 
(Mahabat karnay Wala Dil) 

&& U \kJ: U isJi si 5 “29.1 


AlAnfaal -8 :63) (SB AJjl 


and united their hearts. Had you spent all that is on 
earth, you could not have united their hearts. But Allah 
did unite their hearts. Surely, He is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 


Ibne Kathir (RA) said: 

And He has united their (believers') hearts. 

If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not 
have united their hearts, but Allah has united them. 
Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 


Reminding the Believers of Allah's Favor of uniting Them 

Allah mentioned His favor on the Prophet, in that He 
aided him with believers, the Muhajirin and the Ansar, 
He it is Who has supported you with His help and with 
the believers. And He has united their hearts. 


The Ayyat says, 'it is Allah who gathered the believers' 
hearts, believing, obeying, aiding and supporting you -- 
O Muhammad,' 

If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not 
have united their hearts. 

because of the enmity and hatred that existed 
between them. 


Before Islam, there were many wars between the Ansar 
tribes of Aws and Khazraj, and there were many causes 
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to stir unrest between them. However, Allah ended all 
that evil with the light of faith. 

And remember Allah's favor on you, for you were 
enemies one to another, but He united your hearts, so 
that, by His grace, you became brethren, and you 
were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you 
from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayyat clear to you, that 
you may be guided. (3:103) 

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that when the 
Messenger of Allah gave a speech to the Ansar about 
the division of war booty collected in the battle of 
Hunoyn, he said to them, 

O Ansar! Did I not find you misguided and Allah guided 
you by me, poor and Allah enriched you by me, and 
divided and Allah united you by me. 

Every question the Prophet asked them, they said, 
"Truly, the favor is from Allah and His Messenger." 

Allah said, 

But Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All- 
Wise. 

He is the Most Formidable, and the hopes of those who 
have trust in Him, never end unanswered; Allah is All- 
Wise in all of His decisions and actions. 

(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[8:63] 

And reconciled, brought together, their hearts, after 
old feuds [had divided them]. Had you expended all 
that is in the earth, you could not have reconciled their 
hearts, but God reconciled their hearts, through His 
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power. Truly He is Mighty, His way prevailing, Wise, 
nothing being beyond [the scope of] His wisdom. 
(Tafseer Jalalain) 


... and united their hearts. Had you spent all that is on 
earth, you would have not united their hearts. But Allah 
did unite their hearts. Surely, He is Mighty, Wise. 

The address was to the Holy Prophet Xyfe where he was 

told that it was but Allah who had helped him in His 
own special way, and through the community of 
Muslims with him. This verse is telling us that help from 
the community of Muslims can only be made available 
when this community is mutually in agreement with 
each other and united as one. Thus, the power and 
weight it carries emerges to the measure of cohesion 
and unity it has. If relationship based on mutual unity is 
strong, the whole community is strong and if this mesh 
of relationships is loose, the whole community turns 
incoherent and weak. In this verse, Allah Taala has 
mentioned his particular blessing which was bestowed 
on common Muslims for their help and support to the 

Holy Prophet whereby their hearts were filled with 
perfect unity and love. However, before the migration 
of the Holy Prophet to Madinah, deadly wars had 

been fought between two of their tribes, Aws and 
Khazraj. As for mutual disputes, they were a regular 
feature of their lives. But, it was the barakah of the Holy 
Prophet that Allah Taala made sworn enemies 

loving brothers to each other. So, the real cause of the 
establishment and survival of the new Islamic state at 
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Madinah and that of its dominance over enemies was 
nothing but the help and support given by Allah Taala - 
and the apparent cause was the mutual love and unity 
among Muslims. 

Along with it, also made clear in this verse is the fact 
that uniting the hearts of different people and infusing 
them with love and concern for each other is 
something beyond human control. This can be done 
only by Him who has created all. If someone were to 
spend the entire wealth of the world to make this 
happen by creating love in the hearts of people who 
hate each other, even then, this feat shall remain 
beyond his reach and control. 

Real and Lasting Unity among Muslims depends on 
Obedience to Allah Taala 

This also tells us that uniting the hearts of people and 
making them mutually filled with love for each other is 
a blessing from Allah and it is also obvious that this 
blessing cannot be hoped for in the presence of 
disobedience to Allah Taala, in fact, for any hope to 
have His blessing, obedience to Him and the seeking of 
His pleasure are binding conditions. 

No sensible person from any religion or community 
would differ about unity among individual and social 
groups as being commendable and beneficial. 
Therefore, everyone who is concerned about reforming 
people puts stress on uniting them together. But, the 
world at large (as we have found it and fashioned it) is 
unaware of the reality of things - that full and lasting 
unity cannot be forged and received on an assembly 
line through pragmatic designs. This can be achieved 
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only through obedience to Allah Taala and the seeking 
of His pleasure. The Holy Qur'an has pointed out to this 
reality in several verses. For instance, at one such 
place, it was said: (Hold the cord of Allah firmly, all of 
you, and do not be divided - 3:103). Given here is the 
method of avoiding differences and dissensions. The 
method is that everyone should firmly hold on to the 
cord of Allah - the Qur'an or the Shari’ah of Islam - and, 
as a result, everyone shall stand united together all by 
themselves and all mutual differences would 
evaporate from the scene. As for the normal difference 
of opinion, that is something else. If it remains within its 
limits, it never becomes the cause of dissensions and 
disputes. Dispute and disorder erupt only when the 
limits of Shari’ah are crossed. In our day, everyone loves 
to harp on unity. But, the meaning of unity everyone is 
fond of taking is: If people agree to what I say, 
everyone will stand united. And others too who are 
equally concerned about unity would very much like 
them to agree to what they say, and thus claim that 
this is the only way for all to be united. Although, when 
a normal difference of opinion is inevitable, even 
necessary, among reasonable and honest people, 
then, it is evident that should everyone make his or her 
agreement with the other person depend on the 
eventuality that the other person agrees to what he or 
she says, then, mutual unity cannot materialize until the 
Day of Doom. Instead of all that, there is just no sound 
and natural format of unity other than that which has 
been given by the Holy Qur'an - that both parties sit 
together and agree to what a third party has to say, 
and this third party has to be the one about whom it is 
certain that the decision of this party will be free of 
error. It goes without saying that Allah alone can be 
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such a decision-maker. It is for this reason that in the 
present verse, it has been advised that everyone 
should hold on to the cord of Allah firmly and jointly 
whereby mutual disputes will evaporate in thin air and 
perfect unity shall prevail. 

In Surah Maryam, it was said: (Surely, among those who 
believe and do good deeds, the All-Merciful [Allah] 
generates love - 19:96). This verse makes it clear that 
the real method through which hearts shall be filled 
with genuine love and intense fellow feeling is 
adherence to the dictates of Faith and insistence on 
doing what is good and right. Without it, even if some 
kind of unity could be artificially arrived at, that 'unity' 
will be simply baseless and weak making it disintegrate 
at the slightest provocation or pressure - something 
commonly noticed in the experiences of peoples 
around the whole world. In short, for our instant 
purpose, this verse explains how the blessing which was 

bestowed by Allah Taala on the Holy Prophet - a 
blessing which was to generate mutual love into the 
hearts of all tribes of Madinah making them all set to 
help and support the Holy Prophet - went on to 

turn his supporters into an iron wall for him. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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30.0 - Repentant Heart 
(Ta’eb Dil) 

^ Lwj OJl3 < 5U3l 30.1 


( AtTehreem 66:4 ) 

(O two wives of the Prophet Afe,) If both of you repent 
to Allah, then (your conduct calls for it, because) your 
hearts have departed from the correct way. And if you 
back each other against him (the Prophet) , then Allah 
is his supporter, and Jibra ‘il (Gabriel) and righteous 
believers, and after all that, angels are his helpers. 


Ibne Kathir (ra) said: 

If you two turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are 
indeed so inclined; but if you help one another against 
him, then verily, Allah is his Protector, and Jibril, and the 
righteous among the believers; and after that the 
angels are his helpers. 


Allah censures His Prophet for Prohibiting Himself from 
what He has allowed for Him In the Book of Vows 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ubayd bin Umayr said that he 
heard A'ishah claiming that Allah's Messenger used to 
stay for a period in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh and 
drink honey in her house. (She said) "Hafsah and I 
decided that when the Prophet (Ait) entered upon 
either of us, we would say. 


'I smell Maghafir on you. Have you eaten Maghafir’ 
When he entered upon one of us, she said that to him. 
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He replied (to her). 

No, but I drank honey in the house of Zaynab bint 
Jahsh (RA), and I will never drink it again." 

Then the following was revealed; 

0 Prophet (;£$&)! Why do you forbid that which Allah 
has allowed to you, seeking to please your wives? And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

Allah has already ordained for you (O men) the 
absolution from your oaths. And Allah is your Protector 
and He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise. 

And (remember) when the Prophet (Afe) disclosed a 
matter in confidence to one of his wives, then she told 
it. And Allah made it known to him; he informed part 
thereof and left a part. 

Then when he told her thereof, she said: "Who told you 
this?" 

He said: "The All-Knower, the All-Aware has told me." 

If you two turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are 
indeed so inclined; 

in reference to 'A'ishah (RA) and Hafsah (RA). 

And (remember) when the Prophet (X$&) disclosed a 
matter in confidence to one of his wives, which refers 
to this saying, But I have drunk honey. Ibrahim bin Musa 
said that Hisham said that it also meant his saying, 

1 will not drink it anymore; I have taken an oath to that, 
therefore, do not inform anybody about it. 

Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith in the Book of 
Divorce; then he said, 

"Al-Maghafir is a type of sap, and in Ar-Rimth (a type of 
citrus) its taste is sweet..." Al-Jawhari said, "The 'Urfut is 
a tree of the shrub variety, which secretes Maghfur." 
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Muslim collected this Hadith from A'ishah (RA) in the 
Book of Divorce in his Sahih, and his wording is the 
same as Al-Bukhari in the Book of Vows. 

In the Book of Divorce, Al-Bukhari recorded that A'ishah 
(RA) said, 

"Allah's Messenger (;£$&) liked sweets and honey. After 
performing the 'Asr prayer, he used to visit his wives, 
going close to them. So he went to Hafsah (RA), 
daughter of Umar (RA), and stayed with her more than 
his usual stay. I (A'ishah R.A) became jealous and 
asked about that. It was said to me, 

'A woman of her family sent her a small vessel of honey 
as a gift, and she gave a drink to Allah's Messenger 
(Xyfejmade from it.' 

I said, 'By Allah, we will contrive a plot against him.' 

I said to Sawdah bint Zam'ah (RA), 'When the 
Messenger (;£$&) visits you and draws close to you, say 
to him, 'Have you eaten Maghafir?' And when he says 
to you, 'No', then ask him, 'What is this odor?' 

He will say to you, 'Hafsah (RA) has given me a drink of 
honey.' Then you should say to him, 'The honeybees 
might have eaten from Urfut, and I will also say the 
same to him. Safiyyah (RA), you should also say this.' 
Sawdah (RA) later said, 'It was under compulsion that I 
had decided to state that which you told me; soon, by 
Allah, he was standing at my door.' 

So when Allah's Messenger (X$&) came near her, she 
said, 'O Messenger of Allah (;£$&)! Did you eat 
Maghafir' 

He said, 'No.' 

She again said, 'Then what is this odor’ 
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He said Hafsah (RA) gave me honey to drink. 


She said, 'The honeybees might have eaten from 
'Urfut.'" 

A'ishah (RA) continued, "When he came to me I said 
the same to him." 

He then visited Safiyyah (RA) and she also said similar to 
him. 

When he again visited Hafsah (RA), she said, 'O 
Messenger of Allah should I not give you that 

(drink)?’ 

He said, I do not need it. 

Sawdah (RA) said, 'By Allah! We have prevented him 
from drinking honey.’ 

I said to her, 'Keep quiet!’" 

Muslim also recorded this Hadith, but this wording is 
from Al-Bukhari. 

In the narration of Muslim, A'ishah (RA) said, 

"The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) used to hate to have a 
bad odor coming from him" 

This is why they suggested to him that he ate Maghafir, 
because it causes a bad odor. When he said, No, I had 
some honey. 

They said that the bees ate from a tree that is called Al- 
' Urfut, which has Maghafir gum, suggesting that this is 
the reason behind the bad odor they claimed was 
coming from him. 

The latter narration collected through Urwah from 
A'ishah (RA), mentions that it was Hafsah (RA) who 
gave the Prophet ( pLjj^aAc- ) the honey. 

In another narration collected from 'Ubayd bin 'Umayr, 
from A'ishah (RA), it was Zaynab bint Jahsh (RA) who 
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gave the honey to the Prophet (;£$&), while A'ishah 
(RA) and Hafsah (RA) were the plotters. Allah knows 
best. 

Some might say that they were two separate incidents. 
However, it is not likely that the Ayyat were revealed 
about both incidents, if indeed they were two separate 
incidents. Allah knows best. 

A Hadith that Imam Ahmad (ra) collected in the 
Musnad mentions that A'ishah (RA) and Hafsah (RA) 
were the plotters. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abbas (RA) said, 

"I was eager to ask 'Umar about the two ladies among 
the wives of the Prophet (;£$&), about whom Allah said 
(If you two turn in repentance to Allah your hearts are 
indeed so inclined); 

Then I performed Hajj along with Umar, and on our way 
back from Hajj he went aside (to relieve himself). I also 
went aside along with him carrying a tumbler of water. 
When he finished and returned, I poured water on his 
hands from the tumbler and he performed ablution. I 
said, 

'O Commander of the faithful! Who were the two 
ladies among the wives of the Prophet (;£$&), to whom 
Allah said, (If you two turn in repentance to Allah your 
hearts are indeed so inclined),' 

Umar said, 'I am astonished at your question, O Ibn 
'Abbas (RA)."' - 

Az-Zuhri (a subnarrator) said that Umar did not like the 
question, but he still answered it, saying that they were 
'A'ishah (RA) and Hafsah (RA)." 

Then 'Umar (RA) went on relating the story and said. 
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'We, the people of Quraysh, used to have authority 
over our women. But when we came to live with the 
Ansar, we noticed that the Ansari women had the 
upper hand over their men, so our women started 
acquiring the habits of the Ansari women. At that time, 

I was residing at the house of Umayyah bin Zayd (RA), 
in Al-Awali. Once I got angry with my wife, and she 
talked back to me; I disliked her answering me back. 
She said, 

'Why do you dislike me talking back to you By Allah, 
the wives of the Prophet (A&) talk back to him, and 
some of them may not speak with him for the whole 
day, until nightfall.' 

Then I went to Hafsah (RA) and asked her, 'Do you talk 
back to Allah's Messenger (Afe)' 

She said, 'Yes.' 

I asked, 'Does any of you keep Allah's Messenger (A&) 
angry all day long, until night?' 

She replied, 'Yes.' 

I said, 'Whoever among you does this is a ruined, losing 
person! Doesn't she fear that Allah may get angry for 
the anger of His Messenger (Afe) and, thus, she will be 
ruined. Don't ask Allah's Messenger (A&) too many 
things, and don't retort him in any case. Demand from 
me whatever you like, and don't be tempted to imitate 
your neighbor, for she is more beautiful than you, and 
more beloved to Allah's Messenger (A&) than you.’ 

He meant 'A'ishah (RA). 

I and an Ansari neighbor of mine used to visit the 
Prophet (Ait) in turns. He used to go one day, and I 
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another day. When I went I would bring him the news 
of what had happened that day regarding the 
revelation and when he went, he used to do the same 
for me. 

In those days it was rumored that the Ghassan (tribe) 
were preparing their horses to invade us. My 
companion went and returned to us at night and 
knocked at my door. I came out to him. He said that a 
grave thing happened. 

I asked him, 'what is it Have Ghassan come' 

He replied that it was worse and more serious than that, 
adding that Allah's Messenger (Afe) had divorced all 
his wives. 

I said, 'Hafsah (RA) is a ruined loser! I expected that 
would happen someday.' 

So I dressed myself and I performed the Subh prayer. I 
went to Hafsah (RA) and found her weeping. I asked 
her, 'Has Allah's Messenger (X$&) divorced all of you' 

She replied, 'I don’t know. He is there alone in the 
upper room.’ 

I went to the upper room and asked a black slave of 
the Prophet (X$&) to ask for his permission to see me, 
and the boy went in and then came out saying, 'I 
mentioned you to him and he remained silent.' 

I then went out and came to the Minbar and found a 
group of people around it and some of them were 
weeping. I sat with them for some time, but could not 
endure the situation. So, I requested to the boy, 'Will 
you get the permission for Umar?' 
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He went in and then came out saying, 'I mentioned 
you to him, but he did not reply.' 

So, I went to Minbar and sat with the people who were 
sitting by the Minbar, but I could not bear the situation, 
so I went to the boy again and said, 'Will you get the 
permission for Umar?' 

He went in and brought the same reply as before. 

When I was leaving, behold, he called me saying, 
'Allah's Messenger has granted you permission.' 
So, I entered the Prophet's (;£$&) room, greeted him 
with the Salam and saw him lying on a mat without 
bedding on it, and the mat had left its mark on the 
body of the Prophet( . I ..iQ rt.lr J , 

I said, 'Have you divorced your wives, O Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&) ’ 

He (;£$&) raised his eyes to me and replied no. 

I said, 'Allahu Akbar. O Allah's Messenger (X$&)! We, 
the people of Quraysh used to have the upper hand 
over our women. But when we came to Al-Madinah, 
we found a people whose women had the upper 
hand over them. Our women started learning this 
behavior from them. Once, I got angry with my wife, 
and she talked back to me. I disliked that behavior 
from her and she said, 'Why do you dislike that I talk 
back to you By Allah, the Prophet's (Xyfejwives talk 
back to him and one of them would ignore him the 
whole day, until the night.' I said to her, 'Whoever does 
this among them is the ruined loser! Does she feel safe 
from Allah getting angry with her on account of His 
Messenger's (Afe) anger In that case, she would be 
ruined.' 
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On that the Prophet ( ) smiled. 

I then said, 'O Allah's Messenger (;£$&)! I went to Hafsah 
(RA) and said to her, 'Do not be tempted to imitate 
your companion ('A’ishah R.A) for she is more beautiful 
than you and more beloved to the Prophet (;£$&).' 

The Prophet (Xyfe) smiled again. 

When I saw him smiling, I said, 'Does the Messenger 
| . i . . , .1 , ) feel calm?' 

He said, 'Yes.' So, I sat down and cast a glance at the 
room, and by Allah, I couldn't see anything of 
importance, except three hides. I said, 

'Invoke Allah, O Allah's Messenger to make your 

followers prosperous, for the Persians and the 
Byzantines have been made prosperous and given 
worldly luxuries, even though they do not worship 
Allah.' 

The Prophet (;£$&) sat upright and said, 

0 Ibn Al-Khattab (RA)! Do you have any doubt these 
people have been given rewards of their good deeds 
in this world only. 

1 asked the Prophet (;£$&), 'Please beg Allah's 
forgiveness for me, O Allah's Messenger 

The Prophet (;£$&) swore that he would not go to his 
wives for one month, because of his severe anger 
towards them, until Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honoured censured him." 

Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
collected this Hadith using various chains of narration. 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected it from Ibn Abbas 
(RA), who said. 
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"For a whole year, I was eager to ask 'Umar bin Al- 
Khattab (RA) about an Ayyat. However, I hesitated out 
of respect for him. Once, he went on a Hajj trip and I 
accompanied him. On our way back, he stopped to 
relieve himself behind some trees of Arak. I stopped 
until he finished and then walked along with him and 
asked him, 'O Leader of the believers! Who are the two 
women who helped each other (or plotted) against 
the Prophet (RA) " 

This is the narration that Al-Bukhari collected, while 
Muslim recorded that Ibn Abbas (RA) asked, 

"Who are the two women about whom Allah the 
Exalted said, 

but if you help one another against him," 

'Umar replied, "A’ishah (RA) and Hafsah (RA)." 

Muslim mentioned the rest of the Hadith. 

Muslim also recorded that Ibn 'Abbas (RA) said that 
Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA) said to him, 

"When Allah's Messenger (;&&) stayed away from his 
wives, I entered the Masjid and found people striking 
the ground with pebbles. They said, 'Allah's Messenger 
(Afc) has divorced his wives.' That occurred before 
Hijab was commanded. I said to myself, 'I must 
investigate this news today.'" 

So he mentioned the Hadith in which he went to 
'A'ishah and Hafsah (RA) and admonished them. He 
then said, 'I went in and found Rabah (RA), the servant 
of Allah's Messenger (;&&), sitting on a window sill. I 
called, 'O Rabah (RA), seek permission for me from 
Allah's Messenger (;ftfe) .'" 
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He then mentioned the story as we mentioned above. 
Umar (RA) continued, 

"I said, 'O Messenger of Allah (;£$&), what trouble do 
you feel from your wives If you have divorced them, 
verily Allah is with you, His angels, Jibril, Mikal, I, Abu 
Bakr (RA) and the rest of believers are with you.' Often, 
when I talked, all praise is due to Allah, I hoped that 
Allah would testify to the words that I uttered. And so 
the Ayyat of option was revealed. 

Allah said. Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give 

him in your place wives better than you, and, 

but if you help one another against him, then verily, 

Allah is his Protector, and Jibril, and the righteous 

among the believers; and after that the angels are his 

helpers. 

I said, 'Messenger of Allah (Xyfe), have you divorced 
them?' 

He said, 'No.' 

I stood at the door of the Masjid and called out at the 
top of my voice, 'The Messenger of Allah has not 

divorced his wives.' 

It was on this occasion that this Ayyat was revealed. 

When any matter pertaining to peace or alarm comes 
to them, they broadcast it; whereas, if they would refer 
it to the Messenger and those who have been 
entrusted with authority among them, those of them 
who are engaged in obtaining intelligence would 
indeed know (what to do with) it. (4:83) 

It was I who understood (and properly investigated) this 
matter." 
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Similar was said by Sa'id bin Jubayr, Ikrimah, Muqatil 
bin Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and others. 

The Ayyat (and the righteous among the believers); 
refers to Abu Bakr (RA) and 'Umar (RA). 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri added Uthman to them. 

Layth bin Abi Sulaym said from Mujahid: (and the 

righteous among the believers); includes Ali bin Abi 
Talib (RA) also. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas (RA) said, 

"Umar (RA) said, 'The wives of the Prophet (;£$&) were 
all jealous for his affection, and I said to them, (Maybe 
his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, 
wives better than you). Thereafter, this Ayyat was 
revealed.'" 

Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead 
of you, wives better than you - submitting, believers, 
obedient, turning to Allah in repentance, worshipping 
Allah sincerely, Sa'ihat, previously married, and virgins. 
We mentioned before that Umar said statements that 
were confirmed by the Qur'an, such as about the 
revelation about Hijab (see 33:53) and the captive 
idolaters after the battle of Badr (see 8:67). 

Umar's (RA) suggestion to take the Station of Ibrahim 
(AS) as a place for prayer and Allah revealed this 
Ayyat; 

And take you the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim (AS) as a 
place of prayer. (2:125) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas (RA) said that Umar 
bin Al-Khattab (RA) said, 


656 




HEARTS: In The Light of Quran Repentant Heart 

"I heard news that the Mothers of the faithful had a 
dispute with the Prophet So I advised them, 

saying, 'Either stop bothering Allah's Messenger (;£$&) 
or Allah might provide him better wives than you. 
(Tafseer Ibne Kathir) 


[66:4] Allama Jalal uddin Muhalli (ra) said in his Tafseer: 

If the two of you, namely, Hafsa (RA) and ‘A’isha (RA), 
repent to Allah ... for your hearts were certainly 
inclined, towards the prohibition of Mariya (RA), that is 
to say, your keeping this secret despite [knowing] the 
Prophet’s (A&) dislike of it, which is itself a sin (the 
response to the conditional [‘if the two of you repent to 
Allah’] has been omitted, to be understood as, ‘it will 
be accepted of both of you’; the use of [the plural] 
quIOb, ‘hearts’, instead of [the dual] qalbayn, ‘both 
[your] hearts’, is on account of the cumbersomeness of 
putting two duals together in what is effectively the 
same word); and if you support one another 
(tazzahara: the original second to’ [of tatazahara] has 
been assimilated with the zb’. A variant reading has it 
without [this assimilation, tazahara]) against him, that is, 
the Prophet, in what he is averse to, then [know that] 
Allah, He (huwa, [a pronoun] for separation) is indeed 
his Protector, His supporter, and Gabriel, and the 
righteous among the believers, AbO Bakr (RA) and 
‘Umar (RA), may Allah be pleased with both of them 
(wa-Jibrllu wa-sdlihu’lmu’minTna is a supplement to the 
[syntactical] locus of the subject of inna [sc. ‘Allah’]), 
who will [also] be his supporters, and the angels 
furthermore, further to the support of Allah and those 
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mentioned, are his supporters, assistants of his, in 
supporting him [to prevail] over both of you. 

(Tafseer Jalalain) 


Regarding this Ayyat Mufti Muhammad Shafi (ra) said in 
his Tafseer: 

(O two wives of the Holy Prophet ;£$&,) If both of you 
repent to Allah, then (your conduct calls for it, 
because) your hearts have diverted. And if you back 
each other against him (the Holy Prophet A&), then 
Allah is his supporter, and Jibril and righteous believers 
and, after all that, angels are his helpers. [4] 

Cause of Revelation 

It is recorded in Sahih of Bukhari and in other collection 
of Ahadith, on the authority of Sayyidah 'A’ishah (RA), 
that it was a daily practice of the Messenger of Allah 
(A&) to visit each of his wives after 'asr prayer for a 
short time inquiring about their welfare. Once he visited 
Sayyidah Zainab (RA), spent more time with her than 
normal, and had some honey offered by her. Sayyidah 
'A'ishah (RA) says: "I developed some envy and in 
consultation with Hafsa (RA) decided that when the 
Messenger of Allah (;&&) would visit any one of us, she 
should say to him 'you have had Maghafir', (a herb that 
resembled gum with a slightly unpleasant smell.)'" They 
executed their plan. The Messenger of Allah (X$&) said: 
"I have not had any Maghafir. I only had some honey." 
The Holy wife said: "It is possible that the honeybee 
might have sat on the Maghafir shrub and drank its 
nectar. The Messenger of Allah (;£$&) because of his 
natural dislike for unpleasant odour, swore and 
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promised not to take honey any more. However, he did 
not want the feelings of Sayyidah Zainab (RA) to be 
hurt, and therefore he said to his wife that the incident 
should be kept secret and should not be recounted to 
anyone else. But she told about it to another wife. 

Some reports say that it was at the house of Sayyidah 
Hafsa (RA) that he was served with honey, and that the 
wives who planned were Sayyidah 'A’ishah (RA), 
Saudah (RA) and Safiyyah (RA) other reports recount 
the incident in other ways. It is possible that many 
incidents of similar nature might have taken place and 
these verses were revealed after them. 
[Bayan-ul-Quran], 

In brief, these verses tell us that the Messenger of Allah 
(A&) banned a lawful thing [honey] on himself by 
swearing an oath. If such an act is done for a genuine 
need or expedience, [mas/ahah] it is permissible; it is 
not a sin. But the incident does not show that there was 
no such need for him to have the trouble of banning a 
lawful thing on himself. He had done this for the 
pleasure of his holy wives. In such circumstances, it was 
not necessary for him to have pleased them. Therefore, 
the verse, compassionately addresses the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) (O Prophet, why do you ban (on yourself) 
something that Allah has made lawful for you, seeking 
the pleasure of your wives? And Allah is Most-Forgiving, 
Very Merciful.. .66:1) According to the principles of 
general stylistics, the Qur'an does not address the Holy 
Prophet (Afe) by his name but by his Prophetic title 
thus: ’O Prophet’, which is his special honour. Although 
this is a loving question posed by way of compassion, it 
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could have created the misunderstanding that he has 
committed a major error and he is being questioned 
about it. The concluding phrase allays this suspicion 
that even if it would have been a sin (for the sake of 
argument), then 'Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very Merciful.' 

Ruling 

There are three ways in which one can prohibit a 
lawful thing' for himself, the details of which were given 
under verse [87] of Surah Al-Maida in Marif ul Qur'an 
V01 ,3~p239-241 . '0 those who believe, do not make 
unlawful good things that Allah has made lawful for 
you--[5:87] the three ways may be summarised here 
thus: 

[1] If someone holds a lawful thing as unlawful as part of 
his religious belief, it is Kufr and an enormous sin. 

[2] If he does not believe it as unlawful in religion, but 
bans something on him by swearing an oath without 
any need to do so, it is a sinful act, and it is necessary 
for him to break the oath and expiate, which will be 
discussed later. However, If this is done for some need 
or advantage, it is permissible but undesirable. 

[3] If someone neither believes a lawful thing to be 
unlawful, nor swears an oath to ban it on him, but 
makes a resolve in his/her mind to abandon the lawful 
thing forever. 

If this resolution for permanent abandonment is with 
the intention of reward, it would be an innovation 
(bid'ah) in the established religion and monasticism 
which is a reproachable sin. If such a restriction is not 
with the intention of reward, but rather for some other 
reason, such as for treatment of a physical ailment or 
spiritual malady, it is absolutely permissible. Reports 
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about some noble Sufis who abandoned some lawful 
things fall under this last category. 

In this incident, the Messenger of Allah (;£$&) swore an 
oath to abstain from honey. After the revelation of the 
verse, he broke the oath and expiated for it. As 
reported in Ad-Durr-ul-Manthur, he emancipated a 
slave in payment of his expiation. [Bayan-ul-Quran] 

(Allah has prescribed [the way of] absolution from your 
oaths. ..66:2). This verse reminds that where it is 
necessary or better to break the oath, Allah has 
prescribed a way to absolve oneself from the liability of 
the oath by expiation, the details of which are given in 
other verses. 

(And [remember] when the Prophet (;£$&) told one of 
his wives something in secret ... 66:3). The Holy Prophet 
(Afe) confided a certain secret in one of his wives. 
According to most versions of the authentic report, the 
'secret' in this verse refers to the ban the Holy Prophet 
(A&) imposed on himself about honey, but at the 
same time he did not want Sayyidah Zainab (RA) 
feelings to be hurt and therefore he directed the wife 
to keep it secret from others, but the disclosing wife 
divulged the secret to another wife, as follow sin the 
next verse. Although there are some, other reports that 
explain the 'secret' in some other way, what has been 
mentioned above is in accordance with the most 
authentic narrations. 

(So, when she disclosed it [to another wife], and Allah 
made it known to him, he told [the disclosing wife] part 
of it, and bypassed another part ... 66:3). In other 
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words, when the disclosing wife divulged the secret to 
another wife, and Allah disclosed this fact to the Holy 
Prophet (Afe), he complained to the disclosing wife 
about her disclosure, but he did not convey to her the 
whole information. 

Instead, he communicated part of it to her and 
withheld part of it. This was because of the Holy 
Prophet's (Afe) magnanimity and high morals. If he 
had disclosed the entire information he had received 
from Allah, it would have embarrassed her most 
profoundly. Who was the disclosing wife and who was 
the one to whom the secret was disclosed? The Qur'an 
is silent on their identity and does not name them. 
According to the best received it would appear that it 
was Sayyidah Hafsa (RA) whom the Holy Prophet (A&) 
directed to keep the matter secret, and she divulged it 
to Sayyidah 'A'ishah (RA), as recorded in Bukhari on the 
authority of Sayyidna Ibn 'Abbas (RA) which will be 
narrated later. 

Some narratives report that when Sayyidah Hafsa (RA) 
divulged the secret, the Holy Prophet (Xsfe) decided to 
divorce her, but Allah sent Jibril to him, preventing him 
from divorcing her on the ground that she offered 
many prayers and kept fasts abundantly. Her name 
appears in the list of his wives in Paradise. [Mazhari] 

[O two wives of the Prophet,] If both of you repent to 
Allah, then [your conduct calls for it, because] your 
hearts have diverted.... 66:4). The reference here is 
made to two of his blessed wives who, as mentioned 
above in brief, contrived to draw the Holy Prophet 
(Afe) into swearing an oath and making the 
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aforementioned promise to abstain from honey. Who 
are they? Bukhari and other collections of Traditions 
record a lengthy Tradition about this on the authority of 
Ibn 'Abbas (RA) who narrates that he was always on 
the look-out to enquire of Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) as to 
who were the two wives to whom reference had been 
made in the above verse. So, when Sayyidna 'Umar 
(RA) was on his way to pilgrimage, the former joined 
him. One day, in the course of the journey, the latter 
went to answer the call of nature. When he returned, 
the former had arranged water for the latter's ablution. 
He poured water on his hands. Whilst pouring the water 
for ablution, he enquired as to who were the two wives 
to whom reference is made in the dual verb (If both of 
you repent) Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) asked him in surprise: 
'Do you not know who they were?' Ibn 'Abbas (RA) 
said: 'No!' Sayyidna 'Umar (RA) said they were Hafsa 
and 'A'ishah (RA). and then proceeded to recount a 
lengthy story related to this incident which also 
contained some incidents that took place earlier. The 
details of the incident are available in Tafseer Mazhari. 
This verse addresses the two blessed wives of the Holy 
Prophet (Xyfe) and requires them to turn to Allah as 
their hearts have deviated, albeit what they did, stem 
from their love for the Holy Prophet but in the 

process they, in consultation with one another, 
adopted a way that hurt the Holy Prophet (X$&) This is 
a sin for which repentance was necessary. 

(And if you back each other against him [the Prophet 
Xs&j, then Allah is his supporter, and Jibril and righteous 
believers and, after all that, angels are his helpers .... 
66:4). The current verse warns the wives that if they do 
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not repent and please the Messenger of Allah (;&&) 
they will not cause any loss to him, because Allah is his 
Protector, and so are Jibril, every right-acting believer 
and, furthermore, the other angels too will come to his 
support, and it will be the wives themselves who will 
suffer loss. 

(It is hoped that, if he divorces you, Allah will give him in 
your place wives better than you, submissive to Allah, 
believing, devout, penitent, steadfast in worship, 
fasting, previously married and virgins.. .66:5). The verse 
refutes the possible thought of the wives that if they are 
divorced, the Holy Prophet (;£$&) will probably not get 
women better than themselves. The verse under 
comment responds to their assessment of the situation. 
It purports to say that nothing is beyond Allah's power. If 
he divorces them, Allah will give him in exchange 
better wives than he has now. This does not necessarily 
imply that there were better wives than the present 
holy wives at that time. Possibly such women were not 
available at that point of time, but, should the need 
have arisen. He could make other women better than 
they are. These verses specifically dealt with the holy 
wives of the Holy Prophet (A&) the ir deeds, their moral 
reform, their discipline and training. Similar injunctions 
are given in the verses that follow for the general body 
of Muslims and believers. 

(Tafseer Marif ul Quran) 
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Dai rood Tunnjj inn 

Once there was. a pious, man Skeikh Moosa Zurair travelling on a ship when 
it started to sink due to a heavy storm. 8 In his sleep he saw the Holy Prophet 
(Peace and blessings of AJfcrh Almighty be upon him) I he Holy Prophet 
(Peace and blessings of Allah Almighty he upon him ) instructed Moosa 
Zurair to recite Durood Tunjina lOOO times. Moosa Zurair awoke from his 
sleep and proceeded to recite Durood Tunjina As soon as he had finished 
reading 300 times, the storm subsided and the ship was saved. This Durood 
is recommended during days of calamity, turmoil and distress. Seventy times 
a day is essential for relief from our problems and difficulties 


0 » C fe "t 


O 'Allah! Shower blessings on blnhammad (pbtth) Onr blaster, and his 
family, such blessings, by means of which Thou may relieve ns of alt 
anxieties and calamities. Than may satisfy all onr needs. Thou may dean 
ns of all evils and thanks for which Thou may grant its high position and 
high rank and star its in Thy presence. Hunt may lead ns to the utmost limit 
in our aspirations and capacity in whatever is best in this world as well as 
in the Hereafter as Than has the full power over everything . 

ALLAH HI’MMA SALLE ALA SAI-YE -DF.NA WA MAl*-LA-NA 
MI HAMMAUIW VVAAXAAALE SAI-YE UE NA WA MAI -LA 
NA MPHAMMADIN SA-I.A-TAV TINAJJEEMA BF. HA MIN 
JA-MEE-1LAH WAALE WAJL -AAFAA-TE WA TAQ ZEE LANA 
BE 11AA JA-.MEE-AL IIAA-JAA-TE WA TO T(W)AIIE RO NAA 
BE HA MIN JA MEE IS-SAYYE AATE WA TAR FA ‘OO NA BE 
HA ‘IN DAKA A’A-L ADDA RA .TA TE WA TO BALLE Cl T NA BE 
II A AQ-SAL GA-VAAT MIN JA MEE IL KIIAI-RAAI FIL-HA- 
YATE WA BA’ DAL MA MAAT IN-NA KAA’LA KOLLE 
SHA1-IN O A DEER 
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